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State-of-the-Art SoFi Stadium Completes Construction, 
Holds Grand Opening With First Preseason Game

Following more than 100 years of 
football games played in Southern 
California, Los Angeles now welcomes 
and celebrates its own sports venue: 
SoFi Stadium. SME Steel Contrac-
tors, the ENR Mountain States 2019 
Specialty Contractor of the Year, 
recently completed its work on this 
state-of-the-art facility in Inglewood, 
Calif., where the Los Angeles Rams 
and Chargers have their new home. 

After breaking ground on Nov. 17, 
2016, followed by constant, high-level 
team collaboration, SoFi Stadium held 
its grand opening on Aug. 14, 2020 
with its first official event: a preseason 
game between the Rams and Saints. 

Located on the former site of Holly-
wood Park Racetrack and just down the 
street from Los Angeles International 
Airport, this enormous project encom-
passes 298 acres. Almost the entire suite 
of SME Industries companies partici-
pated in this iconic project, including 
SME Steel Contractors, Southwest 
Steel, Southwest Architectural Metals, 
CoreBrace and SME Logistics.

SoFi Stadium is an open-air, ETFE-
roof-covered stadium and entertainment 
complex. It is the host site for Super 
Bowl LVI (2022), the College Foot-
ball Playoff National Championship 
(2023) and the 2028 Summer Olympics.     

This monumental project includes enor-
mous truss components measuring up to 
206 ft long by 30 ft deep and weighing 
up to 600,000 lbs. 

SoFi Stadium rises from a depth of 
100 ft below grade to a towering 130 ft 
above grade for an impressive total of 
230 ft from field to rooftop. It features 
an Oculus video board that wraps 
around the center to create a 120-yd-
long visual display of scores, stats, and 
highlights—the largest of its kind in 
the world. 

“When we leave here, I want the 
world to know this project created 
innovative ideas, one-of-a-kind design 
and things that have never been done 
before,” says Turner Construction 
Safety Director Stan Evans. “Together 
we exceeded all expectations with a 
shared ownership of a unique project for 
the whole world to enjoy.”

SME Steel Contractors is one of the 
largest fabricators/erectors of structural 
steel in the United States, with more 
than 400,000 sq ft of fabrication facili-
ties producing approximately 20,000 
shop hours per week. Its shops utilize 
the most up-to-date, sophisticated 
equipment available in the industry. 
Supporting the structural fabrication 
shops are two miscellaneous steel facili-
ties (Southwest Steel), an ornamental 

metals facility (Southwest Architectural 
Metals) and a heavy-haul trucking 
company (SME Logistics). Rounding 
out the suite of products and services 
are two seismic protection companies: 
CoreBrace and DuraFuse Frames. 
Learn more at www.smesteel.com. ◆

60,600 tons of structural steel comprise the skeleton of the new SoFi Stadium located in 

Inglewood, Calif., which held its grand opening event on Aug. 14.

Project Details

Contractor: Turner | AECOM Hunt

Architect: HKS

Engineer: Walter P. Moore

Bowl: SME Steel Contractors

Miscellaneous Metals: Southwest 

Steel

Ornamental Metals: Southwest 

Architectural Metals

Seismic Design Partner: CoreBrace

Heavy-Haul Provider: SME Logistics

•  1,066 CoreBrace buckling 

restrained braces (BRBs)

• 60,600 tons

• 40 tons stainless steel

• 2,300 stair risers

• 5,000 ft of steel rails

•  80,000 ft of glass, aluminum, 

and architectural cable railing 

supporting 70,000 sq ft of glass

• 25,000 BRB bolts 

–    1⅛ in. dia and up to 9 in.  

in length

• 270,687 structural steel bolts 

–    1⅛ in. dia and up to 9 in.  

in length

• 7.5 line truss

–    206 ft long

–    30 ft deep 

–    600,000 lbs

• 8 line truss

–    190 ft long

–    32 ft deep

–    400,000 lbs

• 371,471 field hours

• 687,395 shop hours


