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Google is moving past the planning stage for its futuristic new campus after receiving key approvals from the 
Mountain View City Council on Tuesday.

The project, dubbed the Charleston East campus, is the first major real estate project that Google will build from the 
ground up. At its heart is a planned 595,000-square-foot, two-story office building shaped to resemble a puffy white 
cloud, with solar panels on the roof. The building is intended to hold up to 2,700 workers and is expected to be 
completed in late 2019. 

The measures passed Tuesday include permission to remove nearly 200 trees and extend Google’s sublease of some lots 
for temporary parking as the project gets under way. Google still needs to complete the city’s building permit process 
before it can break ground, though the council approved an environmental study.

One element that makes the project unique — and attractive to Mountain View — is that it allows the public to walk 
through the bottom floor of its main building and dine in the same cafes as Google employees. The campus also will have 
a plaza where the public can soak in performances.

“This is a project that other cities would die for, including Cupertino,” said Vice Mayor Lenny Siegel.

Cupertino is home to Apple and its new main campus, Apple Park — a 175-acre property that houses a giant ring-shaped 
building some refer to as a spaceship. The campus, to open in April, will have two miles of walking and biking paths for 
employees inside the ring. Members of the public will have access to a retail store and cafe near the ring-shaped building.
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Mountain View Councilman Christopher Clark said that one downside to some of new corporate offices is that “a lot of 
them, while they might be visually striking, aren’t as open to the public as they could be.” He appreciates that Google is 
making its campus accessible to the public.

“That makes a statement not just for Google, but also for our community,” Clark said at Tuesday’s council meeting. 
Google employs roughly 20,000 people in Mountain View’s North Bayshore area, where the campus is located.
Ruth Porat, chief financial officer of Google’s parent company, Alphabet, reaffirmed the company’s commitment to 
Mountain View at Tuesday’s meeting.

“We do foresee ourselves being here for many years to come,” she said. “Google chose Mountain View for our 
headquarters because we love everything about being here.”

The company plans on moving 6,000 workers out of the North Bayshore area to Sunnyvale through 2018, in order to 
reduce traffic and give engineers more room. It hasn’t been determined if Google CEO Sundar Pichai’s office will move to 
the Charleston East campus, said John Igoe, Google’s director of real estate. Pichai currently works in an office adjacent 
to the Googleplex, a North Bayshore complex in Mountain View, Igoe said.

As part of its new campus project, Google plans to remove 196 heritage trees and plant 392 trees, including oak, willow 
and buckeye trees, to replace the ones that will be removed.

The council meeting was packed with people eager to hear about the project and weigh in on Google’s commitment to the 
city. Several people from organizations including the local chapter of the Sierra Club and the Silicon Valley Bicycle 
Coalition — as well as the superintendent of the Mountain View Whisman School District — spoke about how Google had 
helped their groups. One speaker even called it a “lovefest.”
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