
Utah Valley Hospital’s Patient Tower 
becomes county’s tallest building

Braley Dodson, Daily Herald, June 30, 2016

The dark outline of steel that’s risen into the 
Provo skyline over the past several months, 
dotted with workers in fluorescent vests and 

white hard hats, has reached its peak.

By the time the Utah Valley Hospital Patient Tower 
is completed in Provo, it will be the tallest building 
in Utah County.

“It looks like this skeleton and it doesn’t look per-
sonal, but medicine, it becomes personal,” said 
Fraser Bullock, a member of the project’s Ascent 
Capital Campaign Committee.

The final beam of the project was lifted to the top 
of the building Thursday morning and secured by 
workers who climbed up the steel, put it in place, 
shook hands atop it and then flexed to the crowd. 
Below, bystanders applauded.

The beam was in the hospital’s lobby during the 
previous week for patients, visitors and staff to sign. 
By the time it was lifted, the beam was covered in 
colorful signatures, pictures and messages, from 
staff writing how long they’ve worked for the hos-
pital, to thankful family members who have experi-
enced a baby who’s been in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit.

“This is evident of our support in the community,” 
said Steve Smoot, the hospital’s CEO, during a short 
beam topping ceremony Thursday morning.

The Patient Tower is part of the hospital’s ongoing 

replacement project. The first floor of the tower will 
connect to the first floor of the West Building. The 
building is 209 feet tall and will have 410 windows 
and 1,604 doors when it is finished. More than 8 
million pounds of steel make up the structure.

Installation of the exterior glass will begin in August.

“By sheer size and scope, this will be the biggest 
project in the Utah Valley,” Smoot said.

Utah Valley Hospital’s Ascent Capital Campaign, 
which has spent the past year and a half in its quiet 
phase, has raised $20 million so far and seeks to 
raise a total of $30 million in the next year for the 
hospital replacement project.

“This is our chance to put your DNA in the halls of 
this hospital,” said Colleen Bigler, chair of the 
Intermountain Foundation Board at Utah Valley 
Hospital.

Bullock had a heart attack last year and was 
treated at the hospital. For the five days he was 
there, the room was so small that it only fit a few 
visitors at a time.

“I wake up and I’m in this itty bitty hospital room,” 
Bullock said.

In addition to a physical recovery, he said patients 
have a mental one as well.

“My donation isn’t for them,” Bullock said. “It’s for 
me, it’s for my family, it’s for my friends, it’s for us.”


