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 Transforming building ideas into real-
ity requires more than just a shared vision. 
It demands collaboration, resources, 
technical knowledge, and a commitment 
to the success of the entire design and 
construction team. Projects such as City 
Creek Center, which encapsulates two full 
city blocks with a retractable roof; US 
District Court in Salt Lake City, featuring 
a design process spanning 17 years; and 
the recently completed Levi’s Stadium, 
home of the San Francisco 49ers, are just 
a recent sampling of the diverse projects 
which highlight the skill and craftsmanship 
of SME Steel. 
 Structural steel fabrication and erec-
tion sets the pace of a project and it is 
not as easy as it looks. SME Steel has an 
impressive track record for seeing the big 
picture through the eyes of all members 
of the team while working hard to build 
strong relationships and projects that last. 
Featuring a well seasoned team of experts, 
SME Steel works diligently to capture and 
complete the vision of the project through 
the eyes of the owner, architect, engineer 
and general contractor: the construction 
team. 
 With an ever increasing focus on 
green building, steel is the only element 
which is 100 percent recyclable. Roughly 
95 percent of the material SME fabricates 
and installs is recycled material that once 
existed as something else. These recycled 
materials are sorted by size and type and 
are mostly unrecognizable with the fin-
est scrap, referred to as shredded scrap or 
“frag,” reminding one of freshly ground 
tea. The remaining 5 percent of the steel 
composition is comprised of added ele-
ments necessary to provide the required 
composition and strength for each batch of 

steel which is milled, rolled, and railed or 
trucked to the yard at SME Steel.
 With little more than two decades, 
SME Steel has grown into one of the larg-
est fully integrated fabricators and erectors 
of highly engineered structural steel com-
ponents in North America. Headquartered 
in West Jordan, SME Steel fabricates up 
to 100,000 tons of steel annually to serve 
a diverse market requiring tight schedules, 
contractual budgets, and impeccable qual-
ity time after time.
 SME Steel provides a complete prod-
uct range (known as Division 5 in the 
construction industry) with its multiple 
facilities which includes structural steel, 
CoreBrace Buckling Restrained Braces 
(BRBs), miscellaneous metals, and spe-
cialty fabrication of ornamental metals—
all the beautiful metal elements you see in 
a finished building.
 Walking through the yard at their 
West Jordan facility, you see a lot of steel 
stacked all around. White letters and num-
bers are written on each piece of steel 
using a paint stick. These special codes are 
also highlighted on individual detail draw-
ing sheets. Long before each piece of steel 
arrives at the yard, steel detailers (located 
in-house) have labored intensively over the 
drawings to record the steel as it visits the 
fabrication shop to provide essential data 
on the steel: shape, size, material grade, 
special testing, order number, heat number, 
erection sequence, weight—everything 
required by the project documents. Detail 
drawing sheets also contain all of the pro-
cesses required for that particular piece of 
steel: how long it needs to be, where bolt 
holes need to be placed, and where steel 

First Utah Bank is a full service community bank and was founded 
in September 1978 originally as Cottonwood Security Bank.  The bank has 
been owned by the current shareholders since 1988.  From a single location, 
the bank now has over $300 million in assets and seven branch locations and 
nine ATMs, all in Salt Lake County.

First Utah Bank has 115 employees and an experienced management 
team with over 200 years of combined banking experience. The bank contin-
ues to grow and thrive.

 The mission of First Utah Bank is 
to deliver state of the art, unparalleled 
products and service to our customers 
through avenues of choice; exceptional 
value to our shareholders; goodwill 
to the communities we serve; and an 
enriching experience to our employees.
 As a community bank, our core 
strength lies in our experienced local 
management, customized solutions, 
and customer access to decision mak-
ers, who are available at any time. The 
bank is 100 percent locally owned and 
controlled.  We are not the largest so we 
know our customers and they know us. 
We are strategic and relevant to their 
businesses. Upon each interaction with 
us, whether in person, by phone, online 
or by mail, we strive to provide a posi-

tive experience. We will see ourselves through our customers’ eyes with a 
goal of providing more to our customers than they expect. 

The bank offers a comprehensive menu of business and consumer 
credit, deposit, and cash management products and related services. First 
Utah Bank is first and foremost a small-business bank, and secondly, a con-
sumer banking operation with state of the art technology.  The bank employs 
a seasoned team of business bankers, relationship managers and SBA pro-
fessionals and maintains a preferred lender status with the Small Business 
Administration.

We know our competitors and will do things better, faster and more 
tailored to our customers. We do not compete on price alone, but with ser-
vice and value.

It is a mission of the bank to give back to those communities in 
which we have a presence and many of the bank’s employees give their time 
in service to various local nonprofit organizations.
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The Single-Source Structural Steel Fabricator / Erector
 zPlants located in West Jordan, Utah;  
Las Vegas, Nevada; and Phoenix, Arizona
 zAutomated State-of-the-Art Structural  
Fabrication Facilities
 zBlast and Paint Capabilities
 z Integrated Project Delivery (IPD)
 zBuilding Information Model (BIM)
 z 300,000 SF Under Roof, Up to 100-ton lift
 zCapabilities to Fabricate Stairs, Handrail,  
Miscellaneous and Ornamental Metals
 zBuckling-Restrained Brace (BRB) Capabilities

SME Steel Contractors, Inc.
5801 West Wells Park Road
West Jordan, UT  84081
801.280.0711 Fax 801.280.3460
www.smesteel.com
for sales information, please contact
Justin Pitts, VP Sales/Pre-Construction
André Olson, Regional Sales Manager
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parts need to be added (welded).
 These same detail drawing sheets con-
trol the flow of steel material as it travels 
in the early stages of fabrication through 
each stage in the plant and allows employ-
ees to know exactly where each piece of 
steel is located at all times and which pro-
cesses have been completed. Impressively, 
each individual piece of steel is monitored 
from the time it is detailed from the draw-
ings until it is placed inside the structure. 
 SME Steel Coatings, the newest mem-
ber of the SME Steel family, has arrived 
on the scene. Fresh from its inaugural 
work on the new Levi’s Stadium, this divi-
sion provides protective and architectural 
coatings for both shop and field applica-
tions, giving customers a multitude of 
options from simple primers to intumes-
cent fireproofing and high performance 
finishes. Bay 7, the paint bay, is where you 
can see steel members being treated with 
the required surface preparation, coating 
or fireproofing. Each painted member is 
closely monitored with its own tracking 
code until it is delivered and passes its 
final inspection by specially trained SME 
Steel Coatings personnel who are NACE 
certified — the industry standard for coat-
ings inspection. 
 “Given the diversity of industries that 
we serve, SME Steel has worked dili-
gently to take insights and knowledge with 
every project and use it to serve our clients 
in the next one by providing cost and time 
saving alternatives for consideration,” said 
Wayne Searle, CEO.
 Safety and quality go hand-in-hand 
and are always top priority with everyone 
at SME Steel, from those in the office to 
those in the shop and finally to those in 
the field whose job it is to walk nimbly on 
top of the steel structure often from hun-
dreds of feet in the air. These core values 
are evident in their current Experience 
Modification Rate (safety rating) of an 
impressive 0.62. The EMR rate tells those 
who are considering construction team 
members whether or not one is “fit to 
work” as it demonstrates their ability to 
work safely. Today, the industry standard 
is set at 1.0 or below to be considered 
acceptable. In the words of Justin Pitts, 
vice president of sales/pre-construction, 
“The idea that every employee goes home 
safe every day, at the end of every shift, 
isn’t just words on a poster; rather, it’s 
the idea that underlines and drives every 
plan, every task and every action of every 
employee working for SME Steel. Safety 
and quality have been and will continue 
to be key factors in the success of SME 
Steel.”
 SME Steel is proud to be a Utah born 
and bred company with a longstanding 
reputation for superior quality and reli-
ability. SME Steel is as committed to the 
success of each member of the construc-
tion team as it is to its own. From sporting 
venues to specialty concert halls, univer-
sities to convention centers, hospitals to 
airports, manufacturing facilities to high 
rises, SME Steel is pleased to play a part 
in working, living and playing amid the 
skylines they help to build.
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Workers load a project for shipping at the SME Steel fabrication facility in West Jordan.




