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Connectin g t wo high -rise bui lding s, Sky Bridge spans t wo sets of commut er rail tr acks and the rail line s' accompanying high -vol t age pow er 
lines. The br idge was assemb led and erected under ext reme const rain ts. 

Sky Bridge is the Centerpiece of Salt Lake's City Creek Project 
By Patty Johnson and Erin Conaway 

Ove r th e la s t few ye ars , Salt Lake City 
has embarked on a massive rebuilding 
enterprise to infuse new life into its 
downtown. The most impressive and 
largest portion of the renovatio n is the 
City Creek Project, check ing in at an 
estimated $1.5 billion. The City Creek 
downtown project boasts 900,000 sq ft of 
retail space and 2.1 million sq ft of office 
space in addition to several hundred 
res identia l units. 

SME Steel Contrac tors, West Jordan, 
Utah, an AISC member/AISC-certified 
fabricator, was awarded the contract for 
two fu ll city blocks : Block 75 and Block 
76. Joining forces with Local 27 (Salt Lake 
City), SME erected the stee l struct u ra l 
system for the blocks. The Sky Bridge 
project, featured on Nationa l Geograph ic's 
TV program "World's Toughest Fixes," 
was a critical part of the contract . 

A project that only cou ld have been 
accomplished using structura l steel, 
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the Sky Bridge - a pedest rian bridge 
connec ting two ha lves of the massive 
City Creek mixed -use development - is 
a dynamic examp le of a structural 
stee l success in the Salt Lake area. 'Iwo 
hundred and sixty ironworkers, with 
more than 150,000 hours clocked on 
the project overall, helped make the 
imposs ible possible when they hoisted a 
320,000-l b sky br idge inches above two 
commuter train high-vol tage power lines . 
They carefully erec ted the sky bridge 
snugly between two h igh-r ise bu ildings 
while working under a tight four-hour 
window from midnight to 4 a.m. 

When all was said and done, four 
months of careful planning came down 
to one breath less moment. Everything 
came toge ther perfec t ly as the sky bridge 
was strategically maneuvered into its 
new home with mere inches to spare . Two 
cranes working in tandem were carefully 
positioned - one stationary and one 
crawling forward carrying its load . 

Before this amazing feat could even 

beg in, the enormous struc ture arrived 
on several truckloads and required the 
skill and craf t smansh ip of ironworkers to 
assemble it on the ground. This incredibly 
unique stru cture is secu red with only 
one anchor pin. The rema ining 3 ft floa t ; 
however, they rema in fixed by gravity 
with steel plates on either side to restrict 
moveme nt, yet allow flexibility. Through 
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the skill and professionalism of shop and 
field personnel, the job was completed on 
time and on budget. 

Highlighted at SteelDay Event 
This dynamic structural steel success was 
also recently highlighted at a local Salt 
Lake City event in celebration of SteelDay 
2012. SteelDay, the steel industry's 
largest educational and networking 
event, is a national event for the design 
and construction community to learn 
how design becomes project reality by 
exploring the structura l steel supply chain 
at live events across the country. 

SME Steel hosted the event featuring 
the Sky Bridge in downtown Salt Lake 
City. The event was attended by loca I 
architects, engineers, contractors and 
specifiers, as well as local university and 
trade school faculty and stu dents. The 
day began with a program, presented by 
the project managers from th e general 
contractor, Salt Lake City-based Jacobsen 
Construction, and SME Steel, which 
outlined the construction challenges the 
team faced, namely a tight four-hour 
window in which to complete the erection 
while maintaining functionality for 
surrounding commuter train operations. 
The presentation was followed by a 
walk-through of the bridge, after which 
attendees boarded buses to visit and tour 
SM E's facilities in West Jordan to learn 
more about the steel industry's latest 
fabrication technologies and processes 
that enable innovative projects like the 
Sky Bridge to become a reality. • 

lronworkers admire their work after setting 
the 320,000-ton pedestrian bridge in place 
overnight within a four-hour time limit. 

Patty Johnson is the marketing directorfor 
SME Steel Contractors, and Erin Conaway , 
P.E., LEED AP, is AISC's lnt ermountain 
West regional engineer. 
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