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cross the West, state of the art buildings are going up, despite the slowdown. There have been hard times. But we are 
coming through them. And a whole crop of buildings is going up. They span all fields of life. A futuristic library 
in San Diego. A brand-new, quakeproof stadium for the San Francisco 49ers. A massive shopping center that has 

revitalized the heart of Salt Lake City. Behind the glare of the lights and the weightless illusion of windows and walls that 
flow like water over a pebbled beach, lies a unique steel skeleton fabricated and erected with the unmatched expertise of 
the country’s leading steel expert: SME Steel.

For twenty years, SME has led the West in steel 
fabrication and erection. They build the buildings 
you’ve been in. In Las Vegas, SME Steel lies at the 
heart of the stunning CityCenter, the largest privately 
financed development in the United States. SME steel 
tops the 1,149-foot Statosphere, the tallest observation 
tower in the country. Those are just the record holders. 
The Bellagio, The Mirage, Treasure Island, Planet 
Hollywood, MGM, Caesars Palace, Golden Nugget, 
Sunset Station, Green Valley Ranch, Treasure Island, 
and many Circe de Soleil theaters round out the list.

Bay Area sports fans love their work without even 
knowing it. Baseball fans packed the 43,000-seat 
AT&T Stadium to cheer the Giants all the way to the 
2010 World Series Championship. As sad as some 
fans were to leave Candlestick, it was time for a move, 
and the new ballpark is widely considered to be one 
of the best in Major League Baseball. SME is proud to 
have built it. Nearby, San Jose Sharks fans know their 
work well. They built the HP Pavilion, lovingly called 
the Shark Tank by San Jose hockey fans who cheered 
their team to four consecutive Pacific Division NHL 
championships. Next up: the new home of the San 
Francisco 49ers. They are hard at work fabricating the 
bones of what will be the gorgeous new stadium in 
Santa Clara, the first NFL stadium in the country to 
feature earthquake-resistant CoreBrace technology. 
The 49ers Stadium project is more than dollars and 
cents for them. SME workers are proud to have a 
hand in constructing such a historic building. 

Here in Utah, SME has fabricated and erected some 
of the most notable developments of the past two 
decades. The new Salt Palace and the Grand America 
Hotel are SME projects. So too is the pedestrian sky 
bridge at City Creek. It may look easy, but assembling 
the 320,000-pound bridge in the heart of downtown 
Salt Lake City, over Main Street and TRAX light rail 



lines, was no walk in the park. It was such a complex 
and difficult project that National Geographic 
featured it on their program, “World’s Toughest Fixes.” 
But SME’s work is not all hotels and shopping malls. 
SME structural steel and CoreBrace technology are 
built into the new IMC Hospital in Murray, helping 
to guarantee that crucial services remain functioning 
in the event of a catastrophe. 

The steel fabrication and erection business is a lot 
more complicated than it looks. True, workers 
balance on beams hundreds of feet in the air like 
those ironworkers from the old days you see in black 
and white photos but with the added security of 
modern safety equipment. The look on their faces 
while they cut beams with plasma torches in the 
massive West Jordan plant seems more like a happy 
child with a set of tinker toys than a man on the 
job. The cadre of business and engineering experts 
stand behind everything they do. They provide the 
invaluable computer savvy, administrative expertise, 
and business acumen that keep them humming—
some fixes cannot be solved with sweat alone. 

Early one morning, in August 2008, SME got word 
that all fabrication and erection work was being 
halted on an ongoing $250 million casino project in 
Las Vegas called Echelon. The project’s backers had 
pulled out. SME was only 35 percent complete. It was 
one of those rare white-knuckle challenges that so 

often tailspin into bankruptcy and costly litigation, 
and can drive multi-million dollar companies out of 
business. The SME team quickly convened to problem 
solve and to look for a solution outside the box. SME 
took its proposals to the owners and came up with a 
brilliant plan that satisfied the needs of the owners 
while allowing SME to collect payment on the 35 
percent already complete and to keep the backlog 
for the future. It was harrowing, but their team got 
through it with calmness and professionalism. 

SME exercises professionalism constantly. They may 
not face crises on the scale of the Echelon project every 
day, but their entire business is built on managing 
chaos. The thousands of beams that form the skeleton 
of the buildings they erect may look the same, but 
more often than not, every piece is unique. And heavy. 
When you are erecting a building like the CityCenter, 
with 78,000 tons of structural steel reaching 61-stories 
high over 18 million square feet on a construction site 
67-acres large, timing is everything. Every piece of 
those 78,000 tons is logged in computers and tracked 
from space. When it arrives, it must arrive at the right 
place at the right time, error free, or the entire project 
jams up with costly delays. More than anything, their 
success has grown from the quiet professionalism of 
their employees, which allows them to under-promise 
and over-deliver.

Let the facts speak for themselves. Since its founding 
twenty years ago, SME has expanded from a 
200-employee company with $23 million a year 
in revenues into a company that, in its peak pre-
recession year, brought in $450 million in revenue 
and employed 1,500. Things are coming back. 2012 
revenues are project to top $200 million. Despite the 
recession, they have over 800 workers, across four 
divisions, operating out of more than 400,000 square 
feet of fabrication facilities in Utah, Idaho, Arizona, 
and Nevada. They can produce literally anything 
made out of metal, from structural steel and Buckling 
Restrained Braces to ornamental metals, handrails, 
stairs, and metal decking. Their business took a hit 
along with everyone else’s. But they survived with 
minimal layoffs. Instead, they streamlined and kept all 
facilities up and running. On paper, SME Steel may 
look like the competition, but nothing compares to 
their dedicated workforce. Worker morale is one of 
their highest priorities, which is why they have the 
best employees and lowest turnover in the industry. 
In the end, their hard work and professionalism made 
them into the industry leader they are today. 

In the words of Wayne Searle, CEO, “The equipment’s 
the same, the steel is the same, the difference is the 
people.”


