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 SME Steel Contractors Inc., West 
Jordan, which has provided structural steel 
for high-profile projects such as City Creek 
in downtown Salt Lake City, including the 
skybridge recently highlighted on National 
Geographic’s program “World’s Toughest 
Fixes,” created the structural steel founda-
tion for the latest attraction at Disneyland 
Resorts in California.
 Slated to open this summer, Disney 
Cars Land re-creates the fictional town of 
Radiator Springs from the Pixar films 
“Cars” and “Cars 2.” Elements from both 
films have been incorporated into the proj-
ect, which is the largest portion of Disney’s 
$1 billion expansion and marks the second 
largest expansion for Disneyland Resorts.  
 Walt Disney Imagineering is the 
design team behind Disney Cars Land. The 
12-acre theme park is backed by the 
Cadillac Mountain Range, which is 1,090 
feet in length and is an intricately detailed 
design featuring tube steel and channel 
construction reaching 125 feet at its high-
est point. This 280,000 square foot struc-
ture is a familiar looking mountain range 
reminiscent of Utah mountains near Moab. 
It was created using a primary steel struc-
ture supporting a secondary steel structure 

and crowned with rock chips. The steel 
resembles a giant pile of pixie sticks; how-
ever, every piece of steel was pinpointed in 
several locations utilizing satellite preci-
sion. This enormous rock structure is the 
largest of its kind in Disneyland or 

Disneyworld — exceeding the Matterhorn 
and Splash Mountain.

 The highest peaks stretching skyward 
resemble tail fins of 1957-62 Cadillac cars. 
Due to the complicated detailing, the proj-

ect was design-build utilizing 100 percent 
Building Information Modeling (BIM) 
capabilities, which create a 3D image of 
the entire project. The highest piece of 
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The “Cars” attraction in Anaheim contains a 280,000 square foot structure and is the largest portion of a $1 billion expansion.
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steel is a 43-foot beam that was erected 
during a “topping out” ceremony on Oct. 
28, 2011. The culminating steel beam was 
painted white and ceremoniously signed 
by those who participated on the construc-
tion team in addition to the many VIPs 
who made the project possible. 
 Willy’s Butte and an enormous radia-
tor cap are two separate rock formations 
that were also created using the same steel 
support design. Seven venue structures 
were added to complete the park attraction 
along a strip of Route 66: Radiator Springs 
Racers Queue Building complete with an 
interior night scene, Courthouse, Luigi’s 
Flying Tires, Ramone’s House of Body 
Art, Flo’s V8 Café, Radiator Springs 
Curios, and Cozy Cone Motel.
 Despite the tight work area and limit-
ed lay-down space, SME said there were 
no interruptions to park entertainments. It 
was completed right on schedule with a 

high focus on safety.
 Ryan Allgood, SME Project Executive, 
said, “This was a challenging and interest-
ing project focusing on several elements of 
intricate design, fabrication and erection,” 
said Ryan Allgood, SME project execu-

tive. “Without the pride and professional-
ism of our shop and field ironworkers, this 
job could not be completed on time and on 
budget.”
 The total steel for the project is 3,770 
tons comprising 23,503 individual pieces 

of steel. SME also provided the miscella-
neous metals package for each of the sev-
eral venues. Miscellaneous metals include 
items such as railings and stair systems 
that are used in commercial building con-
struction.
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The total steel for the “Cars” project is 3,770 tons, comprising 23,503 individual pieces.


