
71st Street Streetscape71st Street Streetscape71st Street Streetscape71st Street Streetscape71st Street Streetscape
Master Plan StudyMaster Plan StudyMaster Plan StudyMaster Plan StudyMaster Plan Study
Chicago, Illinois
January 2006

Prepared For:
City of Chicago
Department of Transportation
Division of Project Development

DRAFT
FOR REVIEW



I. Introduction...................................................................5
Intent of a Master Plan....................................................................................................................6
Project Approach............................................................................................................................6
71st Street Corridor.........................................................................................................................6
District History and Identity..............................................................................................................7

II. Existing Conditions........................................................9
Existing Land Use..........................................................................................................................10
Vehicle, Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Circutlation...................................................................12

III. Design Guidelines.......................................................15
Goals and Objectives....................................................................................................................16
Determine Appropriate Street Section..........................................................................................16
Preserve On-Street Parking...........................................................................................................19
Enhance the Sidewalk Zone..........................................................................................................20
Update the Street Lighting............................................................................................................21
Install Street Trees and Plantings..................................................................................................22
Install Street Furniture...................................................................................................................23
Create an Identity for the Corridor.................................................................................................24
Enhance Crosswalks.....................................................................................................................26

TTTTTable of Contentsable of Contentsable of Contentsable of Contentsable of Contents
IV. Streetscape Master Plan.............................................27

Zone Description...........................................................................................................................28
Existing Conditions Analysis..........................................................................................................29
Zone 1:  Woodlawn Avenue to Viaduct....................................................................................30-33

Existing Conditions Analysis...............................................................................................30
Streetscape Plan................................................................................................................32

Zone 2:  Viaduct to Stony Island Avenue...............................................................................34-41
Existing Conditions Analysis...............................................................................................34
Streetscape Plan................................................................................................................36

Zone 3:  Stony Island Avenue to Jeffery Boulevard................................................................42-49
Existing Conditions Analysis...............................................................................................42
Streetscape Plan................................................................................................................44

Zone 4:  Jeffery Boulevard to South South Shore Drive...........................................................50-57
Existing Conditions Analysis...............................................................................................52
Streetscape Plan................................................................................................................54

V. Appendix....................................................................59
Appendix A - Cost Estimate Analysis Table..................................................................................59
Appendix B - Cost Estimate..........................................................................................................63
Appendix C - Roadway Existing Conditions/Proposed Plans.........................................................67



4     71st Street Streetscape Master Plan - DRAFDRAFDRAFDRAFDRAFTTTTT



DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - January 2006     5Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer and Associates, Inc.
Regina Webster and Associates, Inc.
Rheo Group, P.C.

I.  Introduction

The following introduction describes the intent of this
Master Plan and the approach in which it was developed.
It will also describe the limits of the overall project corri-
dor as well as provide some general descriptions of the
existing traffic and mass transit circulation within and
adjacent to the corridor.  Additionally the history of the
area and the identity within the corridor will be discussed.
This information will be referred to throughout the Master
Plan Study.
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71st Street Corridor
Introduction
Intent of a Master Plan
The primary mission of the Chicago Department of
Transportation’s (CDOT) streetscape and urban design
program is to promote economic and social development
through renovating and improving the quality of the City’s
streetscapes.  For a streetscape to be successful in the long
term, it must integrate the functional needs of moving cars,
trucks, busses, bicycles, and pedestrians while creating a
sense of continuity, safety, human scale, and a fresh
identity for the community.  Additionally, the streetscape
must create an environment that reflects the views and
character desired by the citizens who live, work or play
there.  This mission is accomplished through a community
process that takes a neighborhood or community vision for
a corridor or district and makes it a reality through proper
planning, design and construction.

Project Approach
The 71st Street Master Plan Study was developed by the
consultant team of Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer and Associ-
ates, Inc., Regina Webster and Associates, Inc. and Rheo
Group, P.C. in coordination with CDOT, Division of
Project Development.  Through many meetings and
discussions, the consultant team and City Staff worked
together to create this study that analyzes the critical issues
within the corridor and provides a plan for the future.

This Study has been completed by reviewing the existing
conditions of the corridor, developing a series of guide-
lines for the streetscape development, analyzing those
guidelines as they relate to the existing conditions and
finally developing a detailed streetscape master plan.  The
Master Plan Study is divided into the following chapters:

Existing Conditions
This chapter will identify, survey and map all of
the existing conditions found within the corridor.
This will include a site survey of the fixed fea-
tures, an existing land use map, an existing transit,
vehicle and pedestrian circulation map and identi-
fication of the important existing landmarks.  This
important information will provide a base for the
redevelopment and help guide the design recom-
mendations to be made within the study area.

Design Guidelines
Based on the goals and objectives for the
streetscape corridor a series of design guidelines
will be developed.  These guidelines will focus on
improving the circulation of transit, traffic and
pedestrians to and within the corridor as well as
improving the streetscape section and enhancing
the existing character of the corridor.  These
guidelines aim to maximize the overall aesthetic
quality, function and safety of the corridor as well
as improve the way people utilize the space.

Streetscape Master Plan
The 71st Street Master Plan will analyze the
conditions of the corridor with the project’s goals,
objectives and guidelines in mind and provide a
detailed Master Plan for the redevelopment of the
corridor. The master plan will also look at the
entire project corridor as it relates to the adjacent
neighborhoods and how it blends into the overall
context of South Chicago.  The focus of this
streetscape design is on areas within the public
right-of-way but also includes land that is either,
currently owned by the City of Chicago, other
agencies or can easily be acquired.

Private development plays a significant role in
creating the character of the streetscape but this
plan is not intended to be a redevelopment plan
and will not elaborate on redevelopment issues.
This streetscape will help to influence redevelop-
ment as well as economic development, by im-
proving the image & identity within the public
realm, while making a safe and aesthetically
appealing environment.

The master plan will also make recommendations
for modifications and improvements to the road-
way, parking, pedestrian walkways, lighting,
landscaping, furniture and landmarks.  All of these
recommendations will help transform the identity
and character of the corridor.

The plan proposes several small public develop-
ments in and along the right-of-way that may or
may not be part of the 71st Street road reconstruc-
tion.  This plan is intended to be a recommended

master plan for future public developments that
may be completed over the next 5 to 10 years.

71st Street Corridor
The East 71st Street Corridor Study Area is located on the
south side of Chicago between the Chicago
SkywayExpressway/I-90 and the South Shore Cultural
Center.  Specifically, the study area encompasses the 71st
Street Right-of-Way between its intersection with
Woodlawn Avenue to the west, and it’s intersection with

South Yates Avenue/South Shore Drive to the east.  The
overall 71st Street Corridor Right-of-Way is approximately
110 feet in width and is comprised of a sidewalk, parking
lane and one drive lane in both directions.  Also within the
right-of-way is a 30-foot wide METRA Electric District
South Chicago Line (MED/SC) commuter rail, which
serves Chicago’s South Shore and South neighborhoods.

The project study area is located south of downtown Chicago, between the Skyway and the South Shore Cultural Center.
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71st Street Corridor
Introduction

District History and Identity
The East 71st Street neighborhood & corridor has changed
considerably throughout the years.  In the late 1800’s this
area featured sand dunes along Lake Michigan that
transitioned into bogs and sloughs inland.  During this time
the area was quite remote and considered to be out in the
country.

With the construction of Illinois Central’s South Chicago
Branch rail lines in 1883 the framework for East 71st Street
was physically set in place.  The original steam locomo-
tives were eventually replaced by electric operation but the
rail configuration would remain, to this day, as it was
originally laid.

This area of south Chicago was then known as Hyde Park
Township and was host to a number of smaller settlements
such as:  Essex, Bryn Mawr, Cheltenham Beach, Windsor
Park and Parkside.  Over time commercial and residential
development filled in along the rail lines at varied rates.
Events such as the annexation into the City of Chicago in
1889, the World’s Columbian Exposition of 1893 and post
World War economic booms brought successive periods of
major development and population increase.  As a result,
ethnic diversity grew quickly to represent a variety of
backgrounds:  Irish, Swedish, German, Jewish, African
American and Italian.

By the 1970’s and 1980’s the corridor was realizing a
decline in the amount and quality of commercial activities.
While the surrounding neighborhoods remained prosper-
ous, residents were going elsewhere to shop.   Conse-
quently, the cohesive aesthetic of the classic streetscape
and architecture were slowly falling into disrepair as
uncharacteristic renovations filled in.

During recent years, however, the Chicago Department of
Transportation has realized the potential for this corridor
to once again thrive.  Recent upgrades to the METRA
electric rail lines and train stations have sparked a desire to
also upgrade the streetscape and roadway configuration.
The neighborhood residents have taken an active role in
the push for implementing such changes while existing
historic facilities such as the South Shore Cultural Center
present great opportunities to serve as activity centers and

This 1896 photograph shows the Bryn Mawr Illinois
Central Station.  Photo provided by “Chicago’s South
Shore”

This 1915 photograph shows the Bryn Mawr Station along
an unpaved 71st Street.  Photo provided by “Chicago’s
South Shore”

points of origin for neighborhood organizations.  The
Cultural Center also serves as an architectural icon.  It
creates a unique identity for the area with its unique
massing elements, detailing and street presence.

This 1954 photograph showing the intersection of 71st
Street and Jeffery Boulevard.  Photo provided by
“Chicago’s South Shore”

This 2005 photograph of the South Shore Cultural Center. This 2005 photograph looking west along the streetscape
at the intersection of 71st Street and South South Shore
Drive.

This 1915 photograph shows the South Shore Country Club
entrance.  Photo provided by “Chicago’s South Shore
Country Club”

This 2005 photograph shows 71st Street in its current
condition with the adjacent METRA Railway bisecting the
Street.
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II. Existing Conditions

The following chapter will identify, survey and map all of
the existing conditions found within the East 71st Street
corridor.  This will include a site survey of the fixed
features and utilities, an existing land use map, an existing
transit, vehicle and pedestrian circulation map and identifi-
cation of the important existing landmarks.  It will also
describe the METRA railway proposed improvements that
will effect the corridor. This important information will
provide a base for the redevelopment and help guide the
decisions made within this study.
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Existing Conditions
Existing Land Use
Existing Land Use Types
From it’s very beginning the corridor has evolved around
the framework of the railway – the lifeblood of this
neighborhood.  In conjunction with the rails, developed a
strong retail and commercial core which was energized by
an emerging network of new neighborhoods and residents
looking to escape the high priced housing of downtown
Chicago. With such easy access, this retail and commercial
district thrived and drew much interest from visitors and
those coming to shop.

Through the years the development pattern has evolved to
incorporate a wider variety of land uses.  For the purposes
of this masterplan study, the corridor has been split into
four zones.  Traveling West to East, the following summa-
rizes the composition of today’s land uses by zone:

Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1
WWWWWoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenue

to Viaductto Viaductto Viaductto Viaductto Viaduct

Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2
ViaductViaductViaductViaductViaduct

to Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenue

Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3
Stony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island Avenue
to Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevard

ZONE ONE
An entirely single-family residential component of the
corridor, this zone features the softened feel present in
most of Chicago’s historic neighborhoods.  Streets are
lined with trees, sidewalks are detached and private
residences front onto the street with porches, decorative
fences and gardenesque details.

Noteworthy landmarks within zone one include the
Oakwoods Cemetery and the Illinois Central Railroad
viaduct.

ZONE TWO
Zone two represents the most diverse mix of land uses.
Consequently, this zone presents itself as the least coher-
ent; lacking the consistency of the other three zones.

Once through the Illinois Central Railroad viaduct, the
residential character from zone one is replaced by light
industrial sites, a church property, some civic parcels,
multi-family apartments and a generally more expansive
feel.  Multiple parking lots, a used car dealership and
undeveloped parcels contribute much to the ill-defined
character of this zone.

At Dante Avenue the METRA rail line joins the corridor.
From this point East, retail and commercial development
begins to appear, especially near the Stony Island METRA
rail station and Stony Island Avenue crossing.

ZONE THREE
Zone three is almost entirely retail, commercial and mixed-
use.  Exceptions to this fact are the Children’s Develop-
ment Center, the Nash Community Center and a few
undeveloped open space parcels.

The density of street-facing architecture within this zone
begins to increase, especially toward the East portion.
This is where you begin to see and feel the classic
‘Mainstreet’ elements and historic architectural forms
along the roadway.

The Bryn Mawr METRA rail station announces the East
end of zone three and the intersection of 71st St. and
Jeffery Blvd.  This intersection features many commercial
and service-oriented shops and is a major activity node
along the corridor.

Existing Land Use Plan
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Existing Conditions
Existing Land Use

Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4
Jeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery Boulevard

to South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Drive

Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3
Stony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island Avenue
to Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevard

ZONE FOUR
Zone four is the most urban of the zones as it features the
majority of the retail, commercial and mixed-use develop-
ment.  In general, most of the ‘historic’ mainstreet charac-
ter is emulated here and you see the tightest on-street
architectural massing in this zone.  The proportion of
vertical mass to roadway and railway layout helps create
the identity of an ‘urban’ streetscape.  The far East End
completes the crescendo of density and urban character.
One exception to this rule is the Jeffery Plaza Shops.  This
strip-type retail development is better suited to a suburb
condition and breaks the ‘historic mainstreet’ character
down with it’s large parking lot and set back layout.

Open space does make a significant appearance within
zone four.  Most of which currently sits as vacant land
between Paxton Ave. and Oglesby Ave.  The showcase
open space falls at the East end of the corridor where the
METRA rail line turns South to meet the South Shore
METRA rail station.  The Widened central median creates
a sizeable pocket park and presents opportunities to

enhance the aesthetic of the Eastern Gateway into the
corridor.  Directly to the North is a newer apartment
complex which pushes out onto the street and incorporates
new urban streetscape improvements (street trees in grates,
new sidewalk pavement and an updated bus shelter).

The far East end of Zone four also contains a unique
collection of Civic structures.  Next to the Renaissance
hall sits the South Shore Cultural Center, the most signifi-
cant historic component of the entire study area.  Through
the years this property has served to foster community
recreation, entertainment, cultural celebration and lends a
unique architectural influence to the area with its tower
elements and rich finishes.

Existing Land Use Plan
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Existing Conditions
Vehicle, Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Circulation
VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
The hierarchy of vehicular circulation within the study
area can be broken down into the following roadway types:

• Major Arterial with two-way traffic – 71st Street
between Woodlawn Ave. and Dante avenue and
South Shore Drive

• Major Arterial with one-way traffic – The
portion of 71st Street adjacent to the METRA rail
line (continuing on to Exchange Ave.) and Stony
Island Avenue

• Minor Arterial – Jeffery Blvd.
• Local street – All adjacent neighborhood streets

are local roadways
• Alley – All adjacent neighborhood development is

alley-loaded

In General, the roadway configuration functions well to
serve vehicular circulation to, from and through this
corridor.  In recent decades, however, traffic density and
accident rates have increased tremendously.  The original
geometry of the roadway and configuration of the METRA
at-grade crossings now lack the ability to safely handle
today’s traffic volumes.  As a result, ‘High’ accident
ratings have been designated for most of the intersections
within the corridor.  With this sharp rise in potential
danger, employment of traffic management strategies
needs to be a crucial component of this study.

BICYCLE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION
Within the study area there is no accommodation for
bicycle traffic on the roadway.  There are far too many
conflicts present with the METRA rail line, parallel
parking stalls, bus stop pull outs, turn lanes and through
traffic.  Ideally a successful mixed-use corridor should
accommodate a bike lane system, though in this case there
is no physical space to include one.

PEDESTRIAN TRAFFIC CIRCULATION
Pedestrian traffic is concentrated onto well-defined side-
walk zones which follow the roadway.  Roadway crossings
are equipped with stripped crosswalks and in the case of
METRA rail crossings, gates control pedestrian movement
across the rails.

In general, the sidewalk zones are in a state of progressed
deterioration.  Crumbled and uneven pavement, water
puddling, worn down striping and damaged accent paving
all add up to an overall lack of compliance with ADA
standards.

There are two sidewalk conditions present:
• Detached sidewalks – Within Zone One and the

West portion of Zone Two.  The detached side-
walks range from 5’ to 6’ wide and include tree
lawn areas along the back of curb.

• Attached sidewalks – From Dante Ave. all the
way to the East end of the corridor.  The attached
sidewalks range in width depending on how close
building architecture sits; generally these are 7’-9’
wide pedestrian walkways.

TRANSIT CIRCULATION
Transit circulation within the study area consists of the
CTA bus lines and the METRA commuter rail line.

The CTA bus service circulates East and West along 71st

Street.  North and South routes run along Stony Island
Ave., Jeffery Blvd. and South Shore Dr.  Bus stops are
spaced at fairly regular intervals; some of which are actual
shelters but most are merely signs and a bench.

The METRA rail line moves through the corridor follow-
ing its historic route.  From the North the rail enters 71st

Street at Dante Ave. and meets the first station platform at
Stony Island Station.  The next station is the historic Bryn
Mawr Station.  Located just West of Jeffery Blvd., Bryn
Mawr Station has been a rail stop since 1882.  Continuing
East from Bryn Mawr brings the end of the 71st Street
component of the rail line and the South Shore Station.
South Shore is the point where the rails turn south and
eventually head South to Indiana.

In the coming months, METRA will be implementing
improvements to the station architecture and railway
median within the study area corridor.  As part of those
improvements, METRA will be closing five vehicular rail
crossings in order to safely handle the METRA rail activ-
ity, vehicular traffic and pedestrian interaction.  These
improvements, in conjunction with the design improve-
ments recommended by this study, will serve to maximize
the overall quality, aesthetic, safety and function of this
district.

Existing Traffic Circulation Plan

Existing Two-Way Roadway Section

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section
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Existing Conditions
Vehicle, Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Circulation

Existing Traffic Circulation Plan

Existing METRA Railway Circulation Plan

Proposed METRA Railway Improvement Plan
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III. Design Guidelines

The following chapter will present and detail recommend
streetscape design guidelines for the 71st Street corridor.
These guidelines will focus on improving the safety,
circulation, aesthetics and image of the corridor.  These
improvements will help to recreate the area as a great place
to live, work and play.
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Design Guidelines
Goals and Objectives

Goals and Objectives
The following design guidelines provide a clear statement
of the streetscape design elements and the recommended
improvements to be implemented within the 71st Street
study area.  These improvements apply directly to the
areas within the public right-of-way; however, in many
cases this design direction could, and should, be applied to
adjacent properties and nearby neighborhoods in need of
enhancement.

The goal of this document is to ensure implementation of a
strong, consistent design direction for the study area that is
consistent with the standards set by the City of Chicago
Streetscape Guidelines.

The following Streetscape Guidelines will help reach the
intended goal:  They are:

•Guideline 1 - Determine Appropriate Street Section
•Guideline 2 - Preserve On-Street Parking
•Guideline 3 - Enhance the Sidewalk Zone
•Guideline 4 - Update the Street Lighting
•Guideline 5 - Install Street Trees and Plantings
•Guideline 6 - Install Street Furniture
•Guideline 7 - Create an Identity for the Corridor
•Guideline 8 - Enhance Crosswalks

Streetscape Guideline 1:  Determine Appropriate Street Section
There are two major roadway configurations within the
study area:

• Type 1 roadway – Incorporates a standard two-way
traffic pattern

• Type 2 roadway – Incorporates split, one-way
traffic patterns in order to accommodate the
METRA railway median

Appropriate street sections must be implemented to ensure
safe interaction between the three zones of usable space:
roadway, parking and sidewalk zones.  Proposed improve-
ments to the roadway layout must be made with careful
consideration for the design of the on-street parking and
interface with the sidewalk zone.

The dimensions for travel lanes, turn lanes and parallel
parking are an important first step to maximizing the
efficiency and safety of the roadways.  Existing travel
lanes are excessively wide and relatively undefined with
regard to striping and lane definition.  One goal of these
guidelines is to designate realistic and functional dimen-
sions for the various roadway components.  The following
guidelines summarize the proposed roadway improvements
by roadway type:

Type 1 Roadway
• Travel lanes to be 12’-0" wide
• Parallel parking to be 9’-0" wide
• Turn lanes to be 10’-0" wide

Type 2 Roadway
• Travel lanes to be 13’-0" wide
• Parallel parking to be 9’-0" wide
• Turn lanes to be 10’-0" wide (at intersections the

travel lanes will neck down to 12’-0" wide in order
to accommodate the turn lane)

All proposed roadway improvements shall incorporate new
asphalt paving and striping with thermoplastic pavement
markings.

View of 71st Street - Type 1 looking east from the intersec-
tion of Woodlawn Avenue.

View of 71st Street - Type 1 looking east from viaduct.

Proposed Two-Way Roadway Section - Type 1

Existing Two-Way Roadway Section - Type 1
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Design Guidelines
Streetscape Guideline 1

Existing Roadway Type Plan

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section - Type 2

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Section - Type 2

View of 71st Street - Type 2 looking west from the intersec-
tion of End Avenue.

View of 71st Street - Type 2 looking east.

There is little separation of the roadway and the tracks..
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Design Guidelines
Streetscape Guideline 1

View of roadway and pedestrian crossing at tracks.

Existing Roadway Type Plan

Lack of roadway striping makes the lanes and turning
movements unclear.

Poor condition of asphalt roadway crossing.

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section - Type 2

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section - Type 2
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Design Guidelines
Streetscape Guideline 2

Streetscape Guideline 2:  Preserve On-Street Parking
On-street parking is an extremely important element to a
commercial/retail-oriented study area such as the 71st

Street district.  Shoppers enjoy easy access to stores, shop
owners depend on the constant business and without
convenient parking, the lifeblood of this corridor would be
cut off.  On-street parking also plays a key role within the
residential sections of the corridor as residents depend
upon the supplementary parking for visitors and day-to-
day activities.

In addition to accessibility, on-street parking functions to
help buffer the pedestrian zone from the potential hazards
presented by the roadway.  The 9’-0" wide parallel parking
zone provides an extra bit of comfort to the pedestrians,
therefore making the overall experience more pleasurable.

The on-street parking also creates a safe zone for busses to
stop.  In this case, buses can stop, load and unload in
locations that do not block moving traffic.

The following guidelines summarize the preservation of
on-street parking within the corridor:

• Maintain all existing on-street parking locations;
making appropriate modifications in order to
include bus stops and turn lanes

• All on-street parking to be 9’-0" wide
• Regulate the maximum amount of time cars can

remain parked at any particular stall (incorporate
parking signage and/or parking patrols)

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section - Type 2

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Section - Type 2

Existing parallel parking along 71st Street for residential
and commercial uses.

Existing parallel parking along 71st Street for residential
and commercial uses.

Street side parking helps create a vibrant streetscape.
Image provided by CDOT.
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Design Guidelines
Streetscape Guideline 3

Streetscape Guideline 3:  Enhance the Sidewalk Zone
In order to maximize the overall pedestrian experience
within the corridor, it is crucial to clearly define and
enhance the sidewalk zones.  Adequate width, proper
walkway materials, appropriate finishes, ample lighting
and incorporating proper street furniture are key elements
to consider.  Additional factors to address are ADA compli-
ance, proper drainage to prevent puddling/ice, adequate
striping and wayfinding cues and an understanding of the
user types to utilize the sidewalk zone.

Overall, the existing condition of the sidewalks is in a state
of progressed deterioration.  Paving materials are failing,
sections of concrete are damaged and uneven, tripping
hazards exist, low spots form puddle and ice hazards,
striping is worn down or nonexistent and ADA compliance
is out of date.  The study area sidewalks are in need of
enhancement.

The nature of the proposed sidewalk improvements will
depend upon the roadway type present.  The following
guidelines address both roadway types separately:

Type 1 Roadway – Detached sidewalks with tree lawn
• Provide new 6’-0" wide concrete sidewalks with a

broom finish
• Provide 5’-0" wide tree lawn area between side-

walk and back of curb
• Ensure proper grading (5% max. sidewalk slope,

2% max. cross slope)
• Provide required ADA design components (curb

ramps w/truncated dome detectable warning
panels)

• Install street trees on both sides of the street about
25’ apart.

• Install Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixtures at
approximately 100’ on center.

• Place street furniture to include benches and trash
receptacles at key intersection locations.

Type 2 Roadway – Attached sidewalks
• Provide new 9’-0" wide (min.) concrete sidewalks
• Establish a 90 degree 5’-0" square scoring pattern

that relates to other streetscape elements such as
street tree rhythm and street light spacing.

Proposed Residential Sidewalk Plan Enlargement

Proposed Mixed Use Sidewalk Plan Enlargement

New developments within the mixed use area  are much
improved.

Most of the existing sidewalk zone in the mixed use areas
are void of trees and are in poor condition.

Some areas of the residential area have street trees and a
sufficient walk..

Most of the residential area lacks street trees, a sufficient
walk and ornamental lights.

Type 2 Roadway – Attached sidewalks-Continued
• New concrete is to be detailed with hand-tooled

joints, 4" picture framing and a broom finish
• Incorporate brick paving or brick stamped colored

asphalt paving at specialty sidewalk areas to create
interest and reinforce specialty nooks

• Install street trees on both sides of the street about
25’ apart

• Install Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixtures at
approximately 100’ on center and also install the
single acorn pedestrian lights at approximately
100’ on center alternating with the Chicago
Gateway fixtures.

• Place street furniture to include benches, trash
receptacles, bicycle racks and kiosks at key
locations
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Design Guidelines
Streetscape Guideline 4

Streetscape Guideline 4 - Update the Street Lighting
Proper illumination of roadway and sidewalk areas is a key
component to any successful streetscape design.  Lighting
improvements are a major focus of the proposed 71st Street
Corridor improvements.  This includes the illumination of
the roadway for motorists, and the sidewalk for pedestri-
ans.

The existing roadway and sidewalk lighting program
currently utilizes “cobra head” light fixtures that are
spaced approximately 150 feet apart and alternate on both
sides of the street.  These light fixtures are not very energy
efficient, cause motorist glare, increase light pollution and
do not sufficiently illuminate the sidewalk areas.  As this
corridor continues to develop, it is imperative to properly
illuminate the roadway as well as the sidewalk areas.

Based on the City of Chicago Street Lighting Master Plan,
the streetscape lighting will be improved by replacing the
old fixtures with a mix of the Chicago Gateway 2000 light
fixtures and the Single Acorn Pedestrian light fixtures
depending on the adjacent land use.

The Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixture is approximately
34 feet in height and has high wattage luminaries, a semi-
cut off fixture and a decorative pole.  These fixtures will
direct light downward into onto the roadway and sidewalk,
increase energy efficiency, reduce glare and reduce light
pollution.  The lens in this fixture will create an oval

The Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixture.  Photography
provided by CDOT.

The Chicago Single Acorn light fixture.  Photography
provided by CDOT.

The Chicago Gateway 2000  and the Single Acorn light
fixtures alternating.  Image provided by CDOT.

The Chicago Gateway 2000  and the Single Acorn light
fixtures.  Image provided by CDOT.

pattern concentrating the light on the roadway and side-
walk as opposed to the adjacent building facades.

The Single Acorn Pedestrian light fixture is approximately
16 feet in height has low wattage luminaries and is a globe
fixture that will project light up, out and down.  These
lights will help to better illuminate the sidewalk zone as
well as the adjacent building facades.  Since they are lower
they will better direct light for the pedestrians allowing the
pedestrians to better see people’s faces as they are passing
by.

The higher pedestrian traveled commercial areas would
alternate, on both sides of the street, between the Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixture and the Single Acorn Pedes-
trian light fixture.  The Chicago Gateway 2000 and the
Single Acorn Pedestrian light fixtures would be located
along the corridor at a spacing of approximately 50 feet
depending on the location of existing driveways, alleys,
intersections and proposed street trees.  As they would
alternate, each type would be spaced approximately 100
feet from one another.  This combination would create an
environment suitable for safe pedestrian and vehicle travel
while highlighting the commercial district.

The less traveled residential areas would utilize only the
Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixture alternating on both
sides of the street.  T he Chicago Gateway 2000 light
fixtures would be located along the corridor at a spacing of
approximately 100 feet depending on the location of
existing driveways, alleys, intersections and proposed
street trees.  This would create an environment suitable for
safe vehicle travel while minimizing the glare and lighting
pollution into the adjacent residential neighborhoods.
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Streetscape Guideline 5:  Install Street Trees and Plantings
Street trees and streetscape planting provide benefits to the
streetscape on many levels.  Street trees enhance the
spatial definition by their vertical presence while the
rhythm of their spacing helps to unify the overall character
of the corridor.  Aesthetic quality is seasonally enhanced as
trees provide spring flowers, summer shade, fall colors and
winter branching that creates holiday lighting opportuni-
ties.  Street trees also provide valuable environmental
benefits like improved air quality, stormwater management
and a defense against the ‘urban heat island effect’, which
can translate into reduced energy costs.

The City of Chicago Landscape Ordinance is very specific
about streetscape tree planting.  It is recommended that the
following City-wide guidelines be applied to the street
trees within this corridor:

• Street trees are to be spaced one tree per twenty
five linear feet of frontage along a public right-of-
way

• Tree grates are to be utilized for all street trees
planted along the Type two roadway (all attached
sidewalks)

• Tree grates are to be the City of Chicago standard
cast iron 4’ x 6’ tree grate.

• The types of street trees were selected because of
their durability within an urban environment and
their seasonal interest.  The selected trees consist
of Autumn Blaze Maple, Hackberry, Skyline
Honeylocust and the Swamp White Oak.

A Standard 4’ x 6’ cast iron tree grate.  Image provided by
CDOT.

Conceptual Street Tree Planting Plan for the 71st Street Corridor

Typical Street Tree in grate planting.   Image provided by
CDOT.

Railway Planting Buffer Median adjacent to METRA Line
will hide the views of the rail from pedestrians.

Native flowers and grasses within Planting Buffer Median
adjacent to METRA Line.

Hanging Baskets help add color and life to the
streetscape..  Image provided by CDOT.

Streetscape plantings are generally provided at the pedes-
trian level and help to add color and interest to the side-
walk zone.  For the 71st Street Corridor an elevated land-
scaped buffer strip is recommended adjacent to the ME-
TRA rail line to help screen the unsightly views of the
track area from the pedestrians walking on the adjacent
sidewalks.  This is the most dramatic feature of the master
plan and will strengthen the unity of the corridor and
provide much seasonal interest throughout it.  The plants
that will be placed within this median will consist of
perennial grasses, flowers and small shrubs.

Hanging flower baskets are also recommended in the high
density mixed use eastern section of the corridor.  These
baskets will be placed on the proposed light poles and will
be planted with perennials and/or annuals.  These plants
will need to be maintained by the local business group.
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Streetscape Guideline 6:  Install Street Furniture
Street furniture is an important aspect of any functional
and successful streetscape.  Consistency of such items
within the corridor helps to strengthen the overall project
aesthetic.  Site furniture also provides an increased com-
fort level for people using the space and generally helps
maximize the tidiness of the pedestrian zones.

Items such as kiosks, benches, trash receptacles and bike
racks represent the key site furniture to be provided within
the study area.  The following guidelines address each item
specifically:

• Kiosks – Kiosks provide opportunities to display a
wealth of information.  From posting neighbor-
hood events, schedules and functions to providing
critical wayfinding information such as maps,
retail directories and district agendas, kiosks play
an integral role by presenting information to the
general public.  Locate kiosks (one for each side of
the roadway) at the key roadway intersections:
71st St. and Stony Island Ave. and at 71st and South
Shore Drive.  These two locations cover the major
points of entry to the mixed-use/commercial
components of the corridor.

• Benches – Locate benches at all bus stops that
have no CTA shelters, at key mixed-use/commer-
cial mid-blocks and at key pedestrian pocket
plazas.  Benches are to be 4 ft. Victor Stanley
Ribbon Benches (RB-28) and colored black (as
specified by the City of Chicago Streetscape
Guidelines).

• Trash Receptacles – Locate trash receptacles by
providing two per block, located at opposite
corners of intersections and one at each bus stop.
Trash receptacles are to be Victor Stanley
Steelsites (S-42) and colored black (as specified by
the City of Chicago Streetscape Guidelines).

Providing Victor Stanley Steelsites trash receptacles will
provide a place for trash and help unify the streetscape.

Matched style and color street furnishings help to unify the
streetscape.

Kiosks provide a place for the community to post upcoming
events and neighborhood happenings.  Photograph provide
by CDOT.

Providing Victor Stanley Steelsites benches will provide a
place for people to sit and help unify the streetscape.

City of Chicago standard bicycle rack will provide a place
for people to store bikes.  Image provided by CDOT.

• Bicycle Racks – Locate bicycle racks at the key
roadway intersections:  71st St. and Stony Island
Ave. and at 71st and South Shore Drive.  Additional
racks along the mixed-use/commercial develop-
ment shall be provided at a frequency of one per
block.  Bicycle racks are to be single, U-shaped
steel pole racks and colored black (as specified by
the City of Chicago Streetscape Guidelines).
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Streetscape Guideline 7:  Create and Identify for the Corridor
The City of Chicago has taken great strides in order to
visually improve the overall quality, safety and aesthetic of
the entire city.  Streetscape improvements consistent with
the City of Chicago’s standard streetscape palette will tie
this corridor into the greater vision of a strong city wide
identity.

Above and beyond the City of Chicago identity, individual
neighborhoods can present their own unique identity
through a variety of different sources:

• Cultural diversity
• Prevalent architectural styles or individual ele-

ments
• Historic landmarks
• Special cultural or historic institutions
• General historic significance of a particular

neighborhood

To establish its own identity, a neighborhood may choose
to utilize vertical monuments to be used as gateways,
repetitive elements like thematic banners or permanent
pole identifiers, special graphics like logos, medallions,
icons or motifs.  Other design elements that can help create
identity are specialty plaza spaces and specialized planting
treatments along the streetscape.

Research into South Shore’s historic activities and thor-
ough assessment of the study area’s cultural and architec-
tural characteristics has identified the South Shore Cultural
Center as the most significant physical component of the
entire corridor.  The South Shore Cultural Center (origi-
nally the South Shore Country Club) is a living landmark

Conceptual Community Identifier Plan for the 71st Street Corridor

Neighborhood Monument

Neighborhood Gateway Monument

that has existed as a community icon since its original
construction in 1906.  Throughout its existence this
property has fostered community recreation, cultural
celebration, entertainment venues, family bonds and social
interaction.

In addition to its cultural significance, the architectural
presence of the South Shore Cultural Center’s portal entry
towers naturally bookend the East terminus of the study
area.  A wonderful opportunity exists to emulate the forms,
materials, craftsman detailing and proportions of this icon
into the neighborhood identity scheme for the 71st Street
corridor. The character for the neighborhood identifiers
and monuments shall be modeled after the architectural
character of the South Shore Cultural Center’s portal
towers.

The following guidelines indicate the key neighborhood
identity recommendations:

• Develop a hierarchy of thematic neighborhood
elements including:  project gateways at each
end of the corridor and vertical monuments at
the Stony Island Ave. medians.

• Provide thematic banners on light poles
• Incorporate consistent style of street furnish-

ings throughout the corridor (kiosks, benches,
trash receptacles and bike racks)

• Develop consistent planting schemes within
the corridor (pots, hanging baskets, annuals
etc. as maintained by local residents)

• Provide shrub beds along the entire METRA
rail line to buffer the visual impact of the
railroad infrastructure
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This gateway at Howard Street masks the viaduct and
creates and entry into the neighborhood.  Image provided
by CDOT..

Neighborhood Gateway at Viaduct - Alternative B

Neighborhood Gateway at Viaduct - Alternative A

Banners on light poles help to create and identity for the
neighborhood and build unity.

The Illinois Central Railroad Viaduct is the western
entrance into the neighborhood..

The existing viaduct is aesthetically unappealing and not
very inviting.
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Streetscape Guideline 8:  Enhance Crosswalks
In order to maintain a high level of safety for the pedes-
trian, crosswalks must be safe, clean and well defined.  To
maximize safety, smooth transitions from sidewalk areas
onto roadways must also be accommodated.

Currently, all roadway crosswalks within the corridor are
striped.  Most of the striping has fallen into disrepair and
in many cases has worn away to nothing.  It is essential
that crosswalk improvements be made as part of this study.

The following guidelines address the design criteria for the
pedestrian crosswalks:

• All crosswalks to be 6’-0" wide
• Incorporate stamped, colored asphalt brick paving

at all standard roadway crosswalks
• Clearly mark outside of stamped, colored brick

paving with 6" wide white striping
• Place truncated dome within each ramp crossing.
• At the special pedestrian-only METRA rail

crossings (Oglesby crossing), incorporate unit
pavers at this specialty area

Existing crosswalk at cross street is marked with white
paint and faded.

Existing crosswalk at cross street is marked with white
paint and difficult to see.

Truncated dome paver at the crosswalk meets current ADA
regulations, is a visual cue and provides traction.

Stamped asphalt crosswalk will provide a visual cue and
audible warning to motorists.

Stamped and colored asphalt crosswalk is very easy to see
and cross.

Crosswalk at METRA rail line is marked with white paint
and difficult to see.

Existing 71st Street crosswalk is marked with white paint
and is difficult to see.

Crosswalk at METRA rail line is in poor condition and
difficult to cross.
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IV. Streetscape
Master Plan

This chapter will identify how the guidelines, developed in
the previous chapter, are implemented into the overall
Streetscape Master Plan.  It will also explain the existing
conditions analysis, detail the specific proposed improve-
ments and graphically show how and where they would be
developed.  The overall corridor has been divided into four
smaller zones to allow the Master Plan to be depicted at a
more reasonable scale.
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Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1Zone 1
WWWWWoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenueoodlawn Avenue

to Viaductto Viaductto Viaductto Viaductto Viaduct

Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2Zone 2
ViaductViaductViaductViaductViaduct

to Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenueto Stony Island Avenue

Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3
Stony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island Avenue
to Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevard

Zone Descriptions
For the purposes of this masterplan study, the 71st Street
corridor between Woodland Avenue and South South
Shore Drive has been divided into four zones.  The follow-
ing describes the characteristics of each zone or segment
as it exists today.

ZONE ONE:  Woodlawn Avenue to
Viaduct
An entirely single-family residential component of the
corridor, this zone features the softened feel present in
most of Chicago’s historic neighborhoods.  Streets are
lined with trees, sidewalks are detached and private
residences front onto the street with porches, decorative
fences and gardenesque details.

Noteworthy landmarks within zone one include the
Oakwoods Cemetery and the Illinois Central Railroad
viaduct.

ZONE TWO:  Viaduct to Stony Island
Avenue
This zone represents the most diverse mix of land uses.
Consequently, this zone presents itself as the least coher-
ent; lacking the consistency of the other three zones.

Once through the Illinois Central Railroad viaduct, the
residential character from zone one is replaced by light
industrial sites, a church property, some civic parcels,
multi-family apartments and a generally more expansive
feel.  Multiple parking lots, a used car dealership and
undeveloped parcels contribute much to the ill-defined
character of this zone.

At Dante Avenue the METRA rail line joins the corridor.
From this point East, retail and commercial development
begins to appear, especially near the Stony Island METRA
rail station and Stony Island Avenue crossing.

ZONE THREE:  Stony Island Avenue to
Jeffery Boulevard
Zone three is almost entirely retail, commercial and mixed-
use.  Exceptions to this fact are the Children’s Develop-
ment Center, the Nash Community Center and a few
undeveloped open space parcels.

The density of street-facing architecture within this zone
begins to increase, especially toward the East portion.  This
is where you begin to see and feel the classic ‘Mainstreet’
elements and historic architectural forms along the road-
way.

The Bryn Mawr METRA rail station announces the East
end of zone three and the intersection of 71st St. and Jeffery
Blvd.  This intersection features many commercial and
service-oriented shops and is a major activity node along
the corridor.

ZONE FOUR:  Jeffery Boulevard to
South South Shore Drive
Zone four is the most urban of the zones as it features the
majority of the retail, commercial and mixed-use develop-
ment.  In general, most of the ‘historic’ mainstreet charac-
ter is emulated here and you see the tightest on-street
architectural massing in this zone.  The proportion of
vertical mass to roadway and railway layout helps create
the identity of an ‘urban’ streetscape.  The far East End
completes the crescendo of density and urban character.
One exception to this rule is the Jeffery Plaza Shops.  This
strip-type retail development is better suited to a suburb
condition and breaks the ‘historic mainstreet’ character
down with it’s large parking lot and set back layout.

Open space does make a significant appearance within
zone four.  Most of which currently sits as vacant land
between Paxton Ave. and Oglesby Ave.  The showcase
open space falls at the East end of the corridor where the
METRA rail line turns South to meet the South Shore
METRA rail station.  The Widened central median creates
a sizeable pocket park and presents opportunities to
enhance the aesthetic of the Eastern Gateway into the
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Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4Zone 4
Jeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery BoulevardJeffery Boulevard

to South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Driveto South South Shore Drive

Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3Zone 3
Stony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island AvenueStony Island Avenue
to Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevardto Jeffery Boulevard

EXISTING CONDITIONS ANALYSIS
The overall condition of the roadways and pedestrian areas
within the 71st St. corridor is in disrepair and in desperate
need of enhancement.  Sidewalk areas are cracked, dam-
aged and in many cases a safety hazard.  The street light-
ing is outdated and well over-scaled.  Pedestrian crossings
at the roadway and rail crossings are in need of improve-
ment.  Even the roadway striping and safety markings are
dangerously falling out of compliance with safety codes.

Parallel parking is provided along the outside curb
throughout the entire corridor.  Breaks in the parking stalls
accommodate the many driveway and alley curb cuts as
well as bus pull off areas for stops.

The street tree program is inconsistent and in many cases
individual trees are damaged, diseased and in terrible
shape.  Much of the commercial and mixed-use areas do
not have any street trees at all.  There are a few sections of
streetscape within the corridor, however, that have been
recently replanted.  These locations should be left in tact
and incorporated into the recommended street tree im-
provements.

The METRA rail line presents a new component of
infrastructure both at the ground level (rails, ties, noise
etc.) and above ground (power lines, gates etc.).  An
opportunity exists to screen the rails and ground level
infrastructure with planting beds or some type of raised
planter.  Cooperation with METRA will be a key aspect of
the recommended improvements along the rail lines.

Based on the opportunities and constraints presented
within this analysis come the proposed master plan im-
provements.  Detailed by zone in the following pages,
these proposed improvements serve to maximize the
potential for this historic district to once again thrive.

Existing Conditions Analysis Legend
There is a tremendous opportunity to update the
streetscape and enhance the overall character and identity
of the 71st St. corridor.  The legend on the following page
outlines in detail the possible types of site improvements
and opportunities presented within the corridor.  It also
identifies existing key components of the corridor.
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ZONE 1:  EXISTING CONDITIONS
ANALYSIS
Zone one is an entirely single-family residential portion of
the study area.  There is a great opportunity to enhance the
street tree and detached sidewalk character in order to
maximize the soft feel of the residential development.
Existing cobra head street lights do not represent the best
aesthetic option and should be updated accordingly.

The existing roadway configuration is not well defined in
terms of where the drive lanes end and where parallel
parking is allowed.  Turn lanes are especially under
defined.  In general, roadway striping is peeled and
damaged.

This zone is the West portal into the project and the
already present Illinois Central Rail Road viaduct presents
a wonderful opportunity to create a memorable gateway
experience for the 71st St. corridor.

General Opportunities
• Enhance the street tree program
• Enhance tree lawn and sidewalk areas
• Update street light program
• East project gateway opportunity establishes

project identity & thematic – both the West and
East sides of the viaduct should be enhanced

General Constraints
• No improvements to the actual viaduct are pos-

sible at this time
• Roadway configuration needs better definition –

unclear definition of travel lanes vs. parallel
parking areas

• Existing viaduct structure is private property and
cannot be incorporated into an actual gateway
feature  (Any additions/enhancements need to be
freestanding and independent of the existing
structure)

• Over-scaled lighting (tall cobra head lights)
• Pedestrian roadway crossings in disrepair

Viaduct is dark, unappealing and not a very good first
impression into the neighborhood.

Sidewalk and terrace is not pedestrian friendly.

Residential homes line this portion of the corridor.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 1:  Existing Conditions Analysis
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ZONE 1:  STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
Based on the findings of the Existing Conditions Analysis,
improvements to zone one correspond to three key design
goals:

1. Upgrade roadway design
2. Enhance pedestrian walkway area
3. Develop project Gateway

Upgrade Roadway Design – Proposed upgrades to 71st

Street within Zone one include:
• Within Zone one the pavement width is proposed

to be narrowed from 46’-0" down to 42’-0"
• Incorporate two 12’-0" wide travel lanes
• Incorporate 9’-0" wide parallel parking lanes on

both sides of the roadway
• Incorporate 10’-0" wide turn lanes
• New pavement
• Provide an overall striping scheme that meets

current CDOT standards.
• Crosswalk improvements - provide stamped

asphalt crosswalks at all pedestrian roadway
crossings.  All crosswalks are to be updated to
include ADA compliant curb ramps with truncated
dome detectable warning fields.

Proposed Two-Way Roadway Section

Enhance Pedestrian Walkway – Increased width of the
pedestrian zone is made possible by narrowing the road-
way pavement dimension.  The following design recom-
mendations summarize the proposed improvements:

• Provide new 6’-0" wide sidewalks with a consis-
tent 5’-0" wide tree lawn

• Provide new street trees within 5’-0" wide tree
lawn areas (street trees are to be spaced evenly at
25’-0" on center and in concert with the proposed
street lighting)

• Provide new manicured turf within the 5’-0" wide
tree lawn area

• Update street lighting to incorporate Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixtures and Chicago Single
Acorn light fixtures.  Lights are proposed to lay
out in an alternating pattern to ensure even distri-
bution of light and a consistent aesthetic treatment
(see figure XX for street light spacing).

Develop Project Gateway – The existing Illinois Central
Rail Road viaduct presents a wonderful gateway opportu-
nity to further develop.  The Project Gateway is a critical
introduction to the overall look and feel of the study area.
As a first impression to the corridor, moving through the
gateway should introduce the materials, colors, forms and
proportions used in the neighborhood identifiers and
streetscape thematic elements.  In the case of the 71st Street
Master Plan Study, the architectural character of the South
Shore Cultural Center tower elements is the motif from
which the neighborhood identifiers have been modeled.
Proposed gateway improvements include the following:

• Develop unique, freestanding elements to be
located in front of the existing viaduct.  Connected
by thematic panels, these elements will screen the
existing viaduct and announce the materials, colors
and finishes that have become the vocabulary of
the study area.

• Improvements must address vehicular circulation
as well as pedestrian circulation into and out of the
corridor

• Proposed improvements shall address the West and
East side of the existing viaduct

The Chicago Gateway 2000 light fixture.  Photography
provided by CDOT. Gateway Monument masking the existing Illinois Central

Rail Road viaduct- Alternative A

Gateway Monument masking the existing Illinois Central
Rail Road viaduct- Alternative B

Typical Pedestrian Walkway Plan Enlargement

Existing Two-Way Roadway Section
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Street Trees
Install street trees 25’ apart.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’ apart.

Grass Terrace
Maintain 5’ minimum grass
terrace between the sidewalk
and the roadway.

Sidewalk
Maintain 6’ minimum
sidewalk.

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Existing Viaduct
Central Illinois Rail Road
viaduct can not be improved
at this time.

Neighborhood
Gateway
Provide a free standing
structure to mask the viaduct
and create an entry into the
neighborhood.

Roadway - Type 1
Reduce the width of the
roadway to maintain 12’ wide
travel lanes in both directions.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detectable.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’ apart.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’ apart.

Grass Terrace
Maintain 5’ minimum grass
terrace between the sidewalk
and the roadway.

Sidewalk
Maintain 6’ minimum
sidewalk.

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detectable.
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ZONE 2:  EXISTING CONDITIONS
ANALYSIS
Zone two is a transitional piece of the study area as the
single-family residential units give way to an eclectic mix
of multi-family apartments, small car dealerships, enor-
mous fire and scrap wood piles, larger state facilities and
scattered commercial development.  Most of zone two is
covered with surface parking lots.  As a result there are an
excessive number of curb cuts and vehicular/pedestrian
conflicts.  In general there is a need for pedestrian-oriented
improvements to help soften the transition from residential
to the mixed-uses present in the remainder of the study
area corridor.  There is an opportunity to carry the zone
one residential enhancements over to zone two in order to
relate to the residential development West of Stony Island
Ave.

Within this zone is the introduction of the METRA rail
line and mixed-use development on the East end.  An
opportunity to introduce urban-style streetscape improve-
ments also exists in zone two.  These improvements could
include updated sidewalk pavement, incorporating street
trees in grates and various site furnishings (benches, trash
receptacles, bike racks etc.).

General Opportunities
• Enhance residential portions of zone two by:

o Enhance street tree program
o Enhance tree lawn and sidewalk areas

• Update street light program
• Introduce urban streetscape improvements along

commercial/mixed-use development – paving,
street trees in grates and site furnishings

• Enhance roadway to minimize curb cuts and
clearly delineate on-street parking and travel lanes

• Enhance METRA rail line by creating a planting
buffer to hide the rails and at-grade infrastructure

General Constraints
• Eclectic mix of land use within zone two
• Lack of perimeter screening for parking lots
• Roadway configuration needs better definition –

unclear definition of travel lanes vs. parallel
parking areas

• Excessive number of curb cuts
• Over-scaled and inappropriate street lighting
• Pedestrian roadway and rail crossings in disrepair

and unsafe
• Negative aesthetic of METRA power lines and

above-ground infrastructure

View looking west from the intersection of Dorchester Ave. View of the METRA Stony Island Station View looking west from the intersection of Dante Avenue.

View looking west at viaduct .

View looking east from the viaduct at the intersection of
Dorchester Avenue.



DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - December 2005     35Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer and Associates, Inc.
Regina Webster and Associates, Inc.
Rheo Group, P.C.

Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Existing Conditions Analysis
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ZONE 2:  STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
Based on the findings of the Existing Conditions Analysis,
improvements to zone two correspond to four key design
goals:

1. Upgrade roadway design
2. Enhance pedestrian walkway area
3. Develop neighborhood identity
4. Enhance METRA rail aesthetic

Upgrade Roadway Design
Proposed upgrades to the two-way traffic sections of 71st

St. within zone two include:
• Pavement width is proposed to be narrowed from

46’-0" down to 42’-0"
• Incorporate two 12’-0" wide travel lanes
• Incorporate 9’-0" wide parallel parking lanes on

both sides of the roadway
• Incorporate 10’-0" wide turn lanes at METRA rail

crossing locations
• New pavement
• Crosswalk improvements - provide stamped

asphalt crosswalks at all pedestrian roadway
crossings.  All crosswalks are to be updated to
include ADA compliant curb ramps with truncated
dome detectable warning fields.

Proposed upgrades to the one-way traffic sections of 71st

St. within zone two include:
• Pavement width is proposed to be narrowed from

28’-0" down to 22’-0"
• Incorporate two 13’-0" travel lanes
• Incorporate 9’-0" wide parallel parking lanes on

both sides of the roadway
• Incorporate 10’-0" wide turn lanes at METRA rail

crossing locations
• New pavement
• Provide an overall striping scheme that meets

current CDOT standards.
• Crosswalk improvements - provide stamped

asphalt crosswalks at all pedestrian roadway
crossings

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section Proposed Two-Way Roadway Section

Existing Two-Way Roadway Section
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Railway Planting Buffer Median adjacent to METRA Line
will hide the views of the rail from pedestrians.

Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Streetscape Plan

Develop neighborhood identity
Further development of the neighborhood identity is
achieved within zone two in the following ways:

• Provide neighborhood monuments at the North
and South medians of Stony Island Avenue.  These
monuments shall incorporate the aesthetic details
of the viaduct gateway elements and serve as
secondary features which address the transition
from the West ‘residential’ character of zone one
into the more ‘urban’ character within zones two,
three and four.

• Provide thematic banners on light poles
• Incorporate consistent style of street furnishings

throughout the corridor.
• Develop consistent planting schemes within the

corridor (pots, hanging baskets, annuals etc. as
maintained by local residents)

Enhance METRA rail aesthetic – As identified in the
Existing Conditions Analysis, the METRA rail infrastruc-
ture is unsightly and unbecoming of a quality streetscape.
Improvements to mitigate the aesthetic impacts of the
railway include:

• Provide a 6’-0" wide raised planter within the
median along the entire METRA rail line (maxi-
mum height of the planter and proposed plants to
be 3’-6" total, as dictated by METRA).  By
narrowing the drive lanes room has been created to
allow for this unique design solution.

• Incorporate urban tolerant plants within the raised
planter:  shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses
and ground covers.  Design shall conform to City
of Chicago site visibility requirements.

Enhance Pedestrian Walkway
Increased width of the pedestrian zone along the two-way
traffic sections of 71st St. is made possible by narrowing
the roadway pavement dimension. The following design
recommendations summarize the proposed improvements:

• Provide new 6’-0" wide sidewalks with a consis-
tent 5’-0" wide tree lawn

• Provide new street trees within 5’-0" wide tree
lawn areas (street trees are to be spaced evenly at
25’-0" on center and in concert with the proposed
street lighting)

• Provide new manicured turf within the 5’-0" wide
tree lawn area

• Update street lighting to incorporate Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixtures and Chicago Single
Acorn light fixtures.  Lights are proposed to lay
out in an alternating pattern to ensure even distri-
bution of light and a consistent aesthetic treatment
(see figure XX for street light spacing).

Pedestrian walkway improvements along the one-way
sections of 71st St. will be more urban in nature in order to
relate to the adjacent commercial and mixed-use develop-
ment.  The proposed roadway configuration does not
create any additional space for the pedestrian zones and
the typical 11’-0" width has been maintained.  Improve-
ments include:

• Provide new concrete pavement for all pedestrian
walkways – scoring is to be a 5’-0" square grid.
The paving is to be picture framed with tooled
joints.

• Update street lighting to incorporate Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixtures and Chicago Single
Acorn light fixtures.  Lights are proposed to lay
out in an alternating pattern to ensure even distri-
bution of light and a consistent aesthetic treatment
(see figure XX for street light spacing).

• Provide new street trees in 4’x6’ cast iron grates,
space at 25’-0" on center

• Provide new street furniture:  benches, trash cans,
kiosks and bike racks

Perspective view looking east on 71st Street, showing proposed street trees, grass terrace and raised center median.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Streetscape Plan

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Grass Terrace
Maintain 5’ minimum
grass terrace between the
sidewalk and the roadway.

Sidewalk
Maintain 6’ minimum
sidewalk.

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Existing Viaduct
Central Illinois Rail Road
viaduct can not be
improved at this time.

Neighborhood
Gateway
Provide a free standing
structure to mask the
viaduct and create an
entry into the neighbor-
hood.

Roadway - Type 1
Reduce the width of the
roadway to maintain 12’
wide travel lanes in both
directions.

Neighborhood
Gateway
Provide a free standing
structure to mask the
viaduct and create an
entry into the neighbor-
hood.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Streetscape Plan

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Neighborhood
Monument
Monuments help to create
an identity within the
neighborhood.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Streetscape Plan

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Grass Terrace
Maintain 5’ minimum
grass terrace between the
sidewalk and the roadway.

Sidewalk
Maintain 6’ minimum
sidewalk.

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Existing Viaduct
Central Illinois Rail Road
viaduct can not be
improved at this time.

Roadway - Type 1
Reduce the width of the
roadway to maintain 12’
wide travel lanes in both
directions.

Neighborhood
Gateway
Provide a free standing
structure to mask the
viaduct and create an
entry into the neighbor-
hood.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 2:  Streetscape Plan

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Grass Terrace
Maintain 5’ minimum
grass terrace between the
sidewalk and the roadway.

Sidewalk
Maintain 6’ minimum
sidewalk.

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Pedestrian
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate alerts
crossing pedestrians when
a train is approaching.

Vehicle Crossing
Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate alerts
motorists when a train is
approaching.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.
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Streetsacpe Master Plan
Zone 3:  Existing Conditions Analysis
ZONE 3:  EXISTING CONDITIONS
ANALYSIS
Zone three is almost entirely retail, commercial and mixed-
use development.  As you travel east, the traditional main
street architecture becomes more prevalent and the build-
ing masses tighten up to the street.  There is an opportunity
to enhance the streetscape with updated urban-style
improvements from Stony Island Ave. all the way to
Jeffery Blvd. (as discussed in zone two).

Stony Island Ave. is a key transitional node between the
residential, West end and the more urban, east end of the
corridor.  The medians of Stony Island Ave. present a great
opportunity to incorporate neighborhood monumentation.
The thematic elements will serve to reinforce the overall
project thematic and announce the transition between land
use densities.

General Opportunities
• Incorporate urban streetscape improvements –

paving, street trees in grates and site furnishings
• Enhance roadway to minimize curb cuts and

clearly delineate on-street parking and travel lanes
• Utilize Stony Island Ave. median to locate neigh-

borhood identifier monumentation
• Update street lighting program
• Develop vacant lots into open space or additional

mixed-use development
• Enhance METRA rail line by creating a planting

buffer to hide the rails and at-grade infrastructure

General Constraints
• Lack of perimeter screening for parking lots
• Roadway configuration needs better definition –

unclear definition of travel lanes vs. parallel
parking areas

• Pedestrian roadway and rail crossings in disrepair
and unsafe

• Negative aesthetic of METRA power lines and
above-ground infrastructure

View looking west from the intersection of End Avenue.The reconstructed Bryn Mawr Station & platform.The reconstructed Bryn Mawr Station..View looking east from the intersection of Constance Ave.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Existing Conditions Analysis
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Streetscape Plan
ZONE 3:  STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
Based on the findings of the Existing Conditions Analysis,
improvements to zone three correspond to four key design
goals:

1. Upgrade roadway design
2. Enhance pedestrian walkway area
3. Develop neighborhood identity
4. Enhance METRA rail aesthetic

Enhance Pedestrian Walkway - Pedestrian walkway
improvements within zone three will be more urban in
nature in order to relate to the adjacent commercial and
mixed-use development.  The proposed roadway configu-
ration does not create any additional space for the pedes-
trian zones and the typical 11’-0" width has been main-
tained.  Improvements include:

• Provide new concrete pavement for all pedestrian
walkways.  Scoring is to be a 5’-0" square grid.
The paving is to be picture framed with tooled
joints.

• Update street lighting to incorporate Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixtures and Chicago Single
Acorn light fixtures.  Lights are proposed to lay
out in an alternating pattern to ensure even distri-
bution of light and a consistent aesthetic treatment
(see figure XX for street light spacing).

• Provide new street trees in 4’x6’ cast iron grates,
space at 25’-0" on center

• Provide new street furniture:  benches, trash cans,
kiosks and bike racks

Upgrade Roadway Design - Proposed upgrades to the
one-way traffic sections of 71st St. within zone three
include:

• Pavement width is proposed to be narrowed from
28’-0" down to 22’-0"

• Incorporate two 13’-0" travel lanes
• Incorporate 9’-0" wide parallel parking lanes on

both sides of the roadway
• Incorporate 10’-0" wide turn lanes at METRA rail

crossing locations
• New pavement
• Provide an overall striping scheme that meets

current CDOT standards.
• Crosswalk improvements - provide stamped

asphalt crosswalks at all pedestrian roadway
crossings.  All crosswalks are to be updated to
include ADA compliant curb ramps with truncated
dome detectable warning fields.

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Section
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Streetscape Plan

Develop neighborhood identity
Further development of the neighborhood identity is
achieved within zone three in the following ways:

• Provide thematic banners on light poles
• Incorporate consistent style of street furnishings

throughout the corridor.
• Develop consistent planting schemes within the

corridor (pots, hanging baskets, annuals etc. as
maintained by local residents)

Enhance METRA rail aesthetic – As identified in the
Existing Conditions Analysis, the METRA rail infrastruc-
ture is unsightly and unbecoming of a quality streetscape.
Improvements to mitigate the aesthetic impacts of the
railway include:

• Provide a 6’-0" wide raised planter within the
median along the entire METRA rail line (maxi-
mum height of the planter and proposed plants to
be 3’-6" total, as dictated by METRA).  By
narrowing the drive lanes room has been created to
allow for this unique design solution.

• Incorporate urban tolerant plants within the raised
planter:  shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses
and ground covers.  Design shall conform to City
of Chicago site visibility requirements.

Railway Planting Buffer Median adjacent to METRA Line
will hide the views of the rail from pedestrians.

Native flowers and grasses within Planting Buffer Median
adjacent to METRA Line.

Neighborhood Monuments at the Stony Island Avenue
Median .

Hanging baskets on light poles within the commercial
district.

Perspective view looking east on 71st Street, showing proposed street trees, tree grates, sidewalk and raised center median.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Streetscape Plan

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Neighborhood
Monument
Provide a free standing
structure to help create an
entry into the neighbor-
hood.  Provide planting
around structure.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Streetscape Plan

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.

Bus Shelter
Chicago standard covered
bus shelter.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Streetscape Plan

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Neighborhood
Monument
Provide a free standing
structure to help create an
entry into the neighbor-
hood.  Provide planting
around structure.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Stony Island
Station



DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - DRAFT - December 2005     49Graef, Anhalt, Schloemer and Associates, Inc.
Regina Webster and Associates, Inc.
Rheo Group, P.C.

Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 3:  Street Sections

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Bus Shelter
Chicago standard covered
bus shelter.Bryn Mawr

Station

Kiosk
Allows the community to
post upcoming events.

Kiosk
Allows the community to
post upcoming events.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Existing Conditions Analysis
ZONE 4:  EXISTING CONDITIONS
ANALYSIS
Zone 4 is very similar to Zone three but features an even
tighter massing of commercial and mixed-use development
along the street.  There is an opportunity to enhance the
streetscape with updated urban-style improvements within
the entire zone.

This zone is the East portal into the project and the open
space at the confluence of 71st St. and S. South Shore Dr.
presents an excellent opportunity to develop a Gateway
feature.  The Historic South Shore Community Center
architecture establishes a unique aesthetic character that
helps identify the East end of the corridor.

General Opportunities
• Incorporate urban streetscape improvements –

paving, street trees in grates and site furnishings
• Enhance roadway to minimize curb cuts and

clearly delineate on-street parking and travel lanes
• Develop gateway feature at East end open space –

South Shore Community Center architecture
presents unique opportunity as bookend element.
Also helps establish an identity for the corridor
and the aesthetic for proposed monumentation.

• Update street lighting program
• Develop vacant lots into open space or additional

mixed-use development
• Enhance METRA rail line by creating a planting

buffer to hide the rails and at-grade infrastructure
• Allow recent street tree and sidewalk improve-

ments to remain where appropriate

General Constraints
• Metra railway closures limit pedestrian rail cross-

ing opportunities
• Lack of perimeter screening for parking lots
• Pedestrian roadway and rail crossings in disrepair

and unsafe
• Roadway configuration needs better definition –

unclear definition of travel lanes vs. parallel
parking areas

• Negative aesthetic of METRA power lines and
above-ground infrastructure

New housing developments have improved the streetscape.The South Shore Cultural Center the major landmark.Portions of this area have very little streetscape appeal.The METRA Train is an integral part of 71st Street.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Existing Conditions Analysis
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Streetscape Plan
ZONE 4:  STREETSCAPE MASTER PLAN
Based on the findings of the Existing Conditions Analysis,
improvements to zone three correspond to four key design
goals:

1. Upgrade roadway design
2. Enhance pedestrian walkway area
3. Develop project Gateway
4. Develop neighborhood identity
5. Enhance METRA rail aesthetic

Upgrade Roadway Design - Proposed upgrades to the
one-way traffic sections of 71st St. within zone four
include:

• Pavement width is proposed to be narrowed from
28’-0" down to 22’-0"

• Incorporate two 13’-0" travel lanes
• Incorporate 9’-0" wide parallel parking lanes on

both sides of the roadway
• Incorporate 10’-0" wide turn lanes at METRA rail

crossing locations
• New pavement
• Provide an overall striping scheme that meets

current CDOT standards.
• Crosswalk improvements - provide stamped

asphalt crosswalks at all pedestrian roadway
crossings.  All crosswalks are to be updated to
include ADA compliant curb ramps with truncated
dome detectable warning fields.

• Develop the closed METRA rail crossing at
Ogelsby Avenue into a pedestrian-only crossing.
This is a key location to provide pedestrian access
across the METRA rail.  Design to include accent
paving, relocated METRA pedestrian crossing
gates, ADA curb ramps with truncated dome
detectable warning fields and appropriate signage.

Enhance Pedestrian Walkway - Pedestrian walkway
improvements within zone four will be more urban in
nature in order to relate to the adjacent commercial and
mixed-use development.  The proposed roadway configu-
ration does not create any additional space for the pedes-
trian zones and the typical 11’-0" width has been main-
tained.  Improvements include:

• Provide new concrete pavement for all pedestrian
walkways.  Scoring is to be a 5’-0" square grid.
The paving is to be picture framed with tooled
joints.

• Update street lighting to incorporate Chicago
Gateway 2000 light fixtures and Chicago Single
Acorn light fixtures.  Lights are proposed to lay
out in an alternating pattern to ensure even distri-
bution of light and a consistent aesthetic treatment
(see figure XX for street light spacing).

• Provide new street trees in 4’x6’ cast iron grates,
space at 25’-0" on center

• Provide new street furniture:  benches, trash cans,
kiosks and bike racks

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Intersection Section

Existing One-Way Divided Roadway Section

Proposed One-Way Divided Roadway Section
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Streetscape Plan

Develop Project Gateway
The open space located at the East end of the METRA rail
median presents an ideal location to develop the second
project gateway and pocket park.  If situated directly
across from the tower elements of the South Shore Cultural
Center, additional neighborhood monuments will naturally
form a bookend gateway that announces this historic piece
of the study area.  Proposed Gateway elements include the
following:

• Develop unique, vertical monuments that identify,
in character and detailing, with this neighborhood -
likeness of design, color, proportion, materials,
finish & connections.  (S. Shore Cultural Center
entry towers as design drivers)

• Provide two proposed structures, each with appro-
priate pocket plaza & paving accent.

• Provide shrub beds as a buffer to the rail.
• Provide manicured lawn panels or more appropri-

ate low maintenance, native turf
(Ground cover w/custom seed mix)
• Provide updated lighting; low voltage landscape

accent lights & flood lights.
• Improve grading – To enhance buffer along

METRA rail, provide berming @ 4:1 which sweep
with the lawn.

Develop neighborhood identity
Further development of the neighborhood identity is
achieved within zone four in the following ways:

• Provide thematic banners on light poles
• Provide thematic banners on light poles
• Incorporate consistent style of street furnishings

throughout the corridor.
• Develop consistent planting schemes within the

corridor (pots, hanging baskets, annuals etc. as
maintained by local residents)

Enhance METRA rail aesthetic – As identified in the
Existing Conditions Analysis, the METRA rail infrastruc-
ture is unsightly and unbecoming of a quality streetscape.
Improvements to mitigate the aesthetic impacts of the
railway include:

• Provide a 6’-0" wide raised planter within the
median along the entire METRA rail line (maxi-
mum height of the planter and proposed plants to
be 3’-6" total, as dictated by METRA).  By
narrowing the drive lanes room has been created to
allow for this unique design solution.

• Incorporate urban tolerant plants within the raised
planter:  shrubs, perennials, ornamental grasses
and ground covers.  Design shall conform to City
of Chicago site visibility requirements.

Railway Planting Buffer Median adjacent to METRA Line
will hide the views of the rail from pedestrians.

Neighborhood Gateway Monument located at the intersec-
tion of South South Shore Drive and 71st Street.

Perspective view looking west at the intersection of  71st Street and S. South Shore Drive, showing proposed street trees, tree
grates, sidewalk and gateway monuments.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Streetscape Plan

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Streetscape Plan

Parallel Parking
Maintain on-street parking
adjacent to the curb.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Neighborhood
Monuments
Neighborhood Monu-
ments and associated
landscaping will provide
for an aesthetically
pleasing entrance.

Bus Shelter
Chicago standard covered
bus shelter.
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Streetscape Master Plan
Zone 4:  Streetscape Plan

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Elevated Planter
Maintain 6’ wide typical
elevated planter adjacent
to METRA rail line.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Vehicle & Ped.
Crossing Gate
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Left Turn Lane
Provide a dedicated left
turn lane to allow motor-
ists to cross the tracks in a
safer manner.
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Zone 4:  Street Sections

Crosswalks
Enhance the crosswalks to
make them more detect-
able by using stamped
colored asphalt.

Roadway - Type 2
One way divided roadway
with 13’ wide travel lane
and 9’ wide parallel
parking lane adjacent to
the curb.

Landscaped
Median
Moderate berming and
simple landscaping.

Sidewalk
Sidewalk zone in mixed
use area is 11’ wide.

Trash Receptacle
& Bench
Street furnishings located
at pedestrian node.

Single Acorn
Pedestrian Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Bus Shelter
Chicago standard covered
bus shelter.

Kiosk
Allows the community to
post upcoming events.

Neighborhood
Monuments
Neighborhood Monu-
ments and associated
landscaping will provide
for an aesthetically
pleasing entrance.

Street Trees
Install street trees 25’
apart in 4’x6’ cast iron
tree grate.

Chicago Gateway
2000 Light Pole
Install light poles 100’
apart.

Pedestrian Only
Crossing
An automatic cantilevered
crossing gate blocks the
road or walk  when a train
is approaching.

Decorative
Crossing
Provide a brick paver
crossing.
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1 ENGINEER'S FIELD OFFICE, TYPE A CAL MO 12

2 TREE REMOVAL (6-15-INCH DIAMETER) IN 455 0 69 20 0 13 16 4 0

3 TREE REMOVAL (>15-INCH DIAMETER) IN 48 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

4 STREET TREE EA 411 25 42 26 9 11 19 24 10

5 TREE GRATE EA 308 5 0 1 4 6 13 24 10

6 EVERGREEN EA 9 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

7 SHADE TREE EA 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8 PERRENIAL PLANT EA 56,251

9 ORNAMENTAL TREE EA 17 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

10 BITUMINOUS CONCRETE SURFACE 
REMOVAL  2"

SY 42,266 2,137 4,530 1,979 1,270 899 3,138 1,962 1,024

11 COMBINATION CONCRETE CURB AND 
GUTTER REMOVAL

LF 16,360 1,100 1,860 800 510 380 1,080 810 400

12 SIDEWALK REMOVAL SF 149,495 4,500 16,740 9,141 4,334 3,729 7,986 8,701 3,795

13 DRIVEWAY AND ALLEY PAVEMENT 
REMOVAL

SY 612 0 95 89 46 28 33 20 0

14 POROUS GRANULAR MATERIAL CY 390 0 15 2 7 8 24 23 11

15 ACCENT PAVING SF 2,466 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

16 MEDIAN REMOVAL SF 0

17 PAVEMENT REMOVAL SY 452 97 207 0 0 0 0 59 0

18 BUS STOP SHELTER REMOVE & 
REPLACE

EA 25 1 2 0 2 0 2 0 1

19 PATCHING CLASS C SY 50

20 BUS STOP PAVEMENT 10" SY 3,350 134 268 0 268 0 268 0 134

21 PORTLAND CEMENT CONCRETE 
DRIVEWAY AND ALLEY PAVEMENT, 8-

SY 612 0 95 89 46 28 33 20 0

22 CONCRET STRUCTURE (PLANTER 
CURB  AVERAGE 2.5' EXPOSURE)

CY 1,130 0 0 76 50 36 67 47 38

23 COMBINATION CONCRETE CURB AND 
GUTTER, TYPE B.V-12

LF 16,360 1,100 1,860 800 510 380 1,080 810 400

24 POLYMERIZED BITUMINOUS 
CONCRETE SURFACE COURSE, 

TON 4,649 235 498 218 140 99 345 216 113
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UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

$2,000.00 $24,000.00

16 12 30 32 6 74 72 $35.00 $15,925.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $35.00 $1,680.00

18 19 18 16 34 14 11 $500.00 $205,500.00

18 19 18 16 34 14 11 $1,600.00 $492,800.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 9 $500.00 $4,500.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 4 $700.00 $2,800.00

$5.00 $281,255.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 17 $500.00 $8,500.00

1670 1622 1784 1755 2255 2865 3536 $6.00 $253,596.60

660 640 700 680 880 1,120 720 $6.00 $98,160.00

7,197 7,351 7,235 7,797 12,676 8,381 9,575 $1.50 $224,242.65

33 51 31 0 28 0 0 $18.00 $126.00

21 24 21 21 40 21 25 $30.00 $11,700.00

0 0 0 0 0 1,062 1,404 $6.00 $14,796.00

$12.00 $0.00

0 0 22 0 0 0 0 $27.00 $12,204.00

1 1 1 2 2 2 1 $2,000.00 $50,000.00

$175.00 $8,750.00

134 134 134 268 268 268 134 $97.00 $324,950.00

33 51 31 0 28 0 0 $40.00 $24,464.40

53 54 69 53 122 106 43 $600.00 $678,000.00

660 640 700 680 880 1,120 720 $18.00 $294,480.00

184 178 196 193 248 315 389 $75.00 $348,695.33
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33 PROTECTIVE COAT SY 27,000

34 SAND CUSHION, 3-INCH SF 165,735 3,250 14,887 6,126 3,467 4,074 8,938 9,361 4,021 7,365 15,850 8,288 7,833 7,390

35 SODDING SY 4,052

36 FRAMES, SPECIAL EA 95 0 0 7 4 4 4 9 2 4 8 6 5 3

37 LIDS, SPECIAL EA 95 0 0 7 4 4 4 9 2 4 8 6 5 3

38 INLETS TO BE ABANDONED EA 1 1

39 INLETS TO BE ADJUSTED EA 1

40 MANHOLES TO BE ADJUSTED EA 153 2 11 6 3 4 13 12 5 6 11 8 9 10

41 CATCH BASINS TO BE ABANDONED EA 15 5 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

42 CATCH BASINS TO BE INSTALLED EA 15 5 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

43 CATCH BASINS TO BE ADJUSTED EA 95 0 0 7 4 4 4 9 2 4 8 6 5 3

44 CITY ELECTRIC MANHOLES OR 
HANDHOLES TO BE ADJUSTED

EA 17 2 2 1 0 1 2 1 1 0 1 1 2 1

45 ADDITIONAL MASONRY V FT 15

46 THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT 
MARKING - LINE 4"

LF 2,465 0 0 0 160 0 0 320 0 320 0 320 0 0

47 THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT 
MARKING - LINE 6"

LF 2,816 0 0 192 0 0 673 183 0 182 0 148 0 386

48 THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT 
MARKING - LINE 24"

LF 777 0 0 44 0 0 88 44 0 44 0 44 0 94

49 THERMOPLASTIC PAVEMENT 
MARKING - LETTERS AND SYMBOLS

SF 575 0 0 0 39 0 0 78 0 78 0 78 0 94

50 VCP 8" SEWER PIPE LF 75 25 50 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

51 TRENCH AND BACKFILL WITH 
SCREENINGS

CY 139 46 93 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

52 ELECTRICAL HANDHOLE, 30", 24" 
FRAME AND LID

EA 6

53 HEAVY DUTY ELECTRICAL HANDHOLE, 
36", 24" FRAME AND LID

EA 4

54 ELECTRICAL MANHOLE 3'x4'x4' WITH 
24" FRAME AND LID

EA 4

55 ELECTRICAL MANHOLE 3'x4'x4' WITH 
30" FRAME AND LID 

EA 3

56 CLEAN EXISTING ELECTRICAL 
MANHOLE OR HANDHOLE

EA 3

57 CONDUIT, POLYETHYLENE, 
DIRECTIONAL BORING, 2"

LF 200

58 INTERCEPT EXISTING CONDUIT EA 4

59 RACKING CABLES IN MANHOLE OR 
HANDHOLE

EA 4

60 ROD AND CLEAN DUCT IN EXISTING 
CONDUIT SYSTEM

LF 50

61 REMOVE EXISTING STREET LIGHTING 
EQUIPMENT

L SUM 1

62 INSTALL GATEWAY 2000 STREET 
LIGHTING

EA 172 9 16 8 4 3 12 7 5 7 13 8 7 6

63 INSTALL PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING EA 134 6 13 7 5 4 7 8 3 6 13 6 6 5

64 REMOVE EXISTING TRAFFIC SIGNAL 
EQUIPMENT

L SUM 1

$1.00 $27,000.00

7,598 8,014 8,219 7,997 14,079 8,581 10,400 $1.00 $165,735.49

$5.00 $20,260.00

4 5 5 4 12 6 3 $150.00 $14,250.00

4 5 5 4 12 6 3 $150.00 $14,250.00

$300.00 $300.00

$325.00 $325.00

6 6 6 6 9 11 9 $325.00 $49,725.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $300.00 $4,500.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $2,000.00 $30,000.00

4 5 5 4 12 6 3 $325.00 $30,875.00

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 $500.00 $8,500.00

$100.00 $1,500.00

320 320 0 320 320 0 65 $1.40 $3,451.00

176 182 0 188 192 186 128 $1.80 $5,068.80

44 44 0 44 44 211 32 $7.00 $5,439.00

44 44 0 44 44 0 32 $7.00 $4,025.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $100.00 $7,500.00

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $5.00 $694.50

$1,200.00 $7,200.00

$1,400.00 $5,600.00

$4,500.00 $18,000.00

$4,700.00 $14,100.00

$350.00 $1,050.00

$100.00 $20,000.00

$2,000.00 $8,000.00

$250.00 $1,000.00

$4.00 $200.00

$30,000.00 $30,000.00

6 7 8 8 17 5 16 $7,500.00 $1,290,000.00

5 6 6 5 11 4 8 $5,400.00 $723,600.00

$100,000.00 $100,000.00
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Assumptions and Issues for Preliminary Construction Cost Estimate

All curb & gutter is to be replaced.
Curb & gutter adjacent to sidewalk will be backfilled with stone 1’ behind the curb 10" deep.
All pavement surfaces are to be milled (2") and resurfaced (2"), grinding and paving areas based on proposed
surface. May have to grind to a depth > 2" in areas where curb & gutter is placed at a new location, i.e. narrowing
roadway, in order to meet flow line. Additional grinding has not been included in the cost estimate.
All sidewalk is to be removed and replaced (existing sidewalk east of Dorchester assumed 11’ width, 3" sand
cushion beneath proposed sidewalk).
Driveway and alley pavement will be removed and replaced.
Radius walk will be replaced with tactile detectable warning surface stamped concrete (50 s.f. per radius). Tactile
detectable warning surface tile (6 s.f. per radius) will be installed.
Traffic signals at Stony Island, Jeffrey, and South Shore to be modernized. Priced as lump sum per intersection
based on similar signal modernization projects. ($250,000 per intersection).
Street lighting to be replaced for the entire length of the project with Gateway 2000 street lights and ornamental
pedestrian lights, price based on summing foundation, pole and mast arm, see attached calculation sheet. Gateway
2000 and ornamental pedestrian lights priced in the same manner. See breakdown on spreadsheets.
Catch basins will be replaced west of Dorchester where roadway width is decreased, including 5’ of 8"vcp and 9.26
c.y. (5’x 5’x10’) of trench backfill each. At all other locations catch basins will be adjusted (which includes clean-
ing), new frames and lids on all catch basins.
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UNIT PRICE TOTAL COST

$17.00 $278,120.00

2 $20,000.00 $40,000.00

$35,000.00 $70,000.00

$15,000.00 $30,000.00

1 1 $250,000.00 $750,000.00

$500.00 $1,000.00

$50,000.00 $50,000.00

192 192 192 192 192 192 192 $50.00 $192,000.00

$30,000.00 $30,000.00

$45,000.00 $45,000.00

$25,000.00 $25,000.00

       $6.00 $76,800.00

$0.20 $1,653,428.42

$10,038,975.54

65 CABLE & CONDUIT FOR LIGHTING LF 16,360

66 GATEWAY MONUMENT EA 2

67 GATEWAY STRUCTURE EA 2 2

68 NEIGHBORHOOD MONUMENT EA 2 2

69 TRAFFIC SIGNAL MODERNIZATION EA 3 1

70 CONSTRUCTION SIGN EA 2

71 TRAFFIC CONTROL AND PROTECTION L SUM 1

72 METRA FLAGMEN HR 3,840 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192 192

73 MAINTENANCE OF ABUTTING 
PROPERTY

LS 1

74 MAINTENANCE OF SIGNALS LS 1

75 RAILROAD PROTECTIVE LIABILITY 
INSURANCE

L SUM 1

76 COMBINATION CONCRETE CURB AND 
GUTTER REMOVAL

LF 12,800                      

77 CONTINGENCY % 1

Manholes and other street structures will be adjusted.
15 vertical feet has been included for additional masonry for structure repair.
Planter curb is under the item concrete structure and is measured in lineal feet and calculated in cy assuming an
average 2.5’depth. Planter does not include any irrigation or underdrain.
Soil for planter was calculated using 2’ of topsoil (calculated in c.y.) and 6" planting soil.
Shrub bed to include one shrub per 7.5 square feet.
Perennial plant spacing is one foot. A quart size plant was used at $5.00 per quart for the area of the planter.
Bus stop pavement (10" finished concrete) was included at bus stops.
Bus stop shelter remove and replace was included at $2000 each.
4" topsoil and sod were calculated for manicured turf, tree lawn, and areas showing 1' in back of walk.
50 s.y. of class c patching has been included.
Cable and conduit for lighting was calculated by length of project x 2.
Items have been included for maintenance of abutting property and maintenance of signals.
Due to the proximity of the railroad, items for railroad protective liability insurance and the use of Metra flagmen
have been included. Flagmen were calculated based on 2 flagmen per block for 12 days.
A 20 % contingency has been applied to the project cost estimate.
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6160 North Cicero Avenue Suite 210 Chicago, Illinois 60646                    

          Phone (773) 283-2600 Fax (773) 283-2602 

 

 
 

DRAFT MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Mr. Thomas N. Stevens, P.E. 
 
ORG:  Graef Anhalt Schloemer & Associates, Inc.    

 
FROM: Regina Webster, P.E., P.T.O.E. 
  Julian Gnatenco 
 
DATE: 01/10/2005 
  Revised: 01/12/05 
 
SUBJECT: 71st Street, Woodlawn Avenue to South Shore Drive, Chicago, Illinois 
 
 
The purpose of this memorandum is to present alternatives to improve the traffic conditions and 
safety along 71st Street, based on the impacts of the five grade crossing closures proposed by 
Metra and the traffic increases in the area over the next 20 years. 
 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS 

 

71st Street is an east-west arterial street that provides access to the residential community and to 
the numerous local business and services located on 71st Street between South Shore Drive and 
Woodlawn Avenue. On street parking is provided for the length of the roadway.  The Metra 
Electric District South Chicago Line (MED/SC) provides commuter rail service to the 
community and operates at street level in the area. The rail corridor runs on 71st Street between 
Dorchester Avenue and South Shore / Exchange Avenue, and is located in the median of 71st 
Street. 
 
At-grade crossings of the Metra Electric line are provided at sixteen locations within the project 
limits.  There are four signalized intersections between the project limits, left turns being 
prohibited at three of them. Many of the unsignalized intersections have unusual traffic patterns 
and geometrics, where u-turns are permitted and the cross streets do not align north and south of 
71st Street. 
 
 

During site visits the following major factors were identified either adversely affecting the 
driving conditions or being significant risk factors for the traffic safety in the area, as follows: 

- lack of driver understanding of the “Yield” and “Stop” priority rules at the crossing of the 
MED/SC at the unsignalized intersections.  Through traffic on 71st Street must yield to all 
traffic crossing the railroad tracks. Yet cross street traffic is stop sign controlled. There is 
driver confusion about whether cross street or 71st street vehicles go first. 

- vehicles failing to yield to pedestrians or vehicles crossing the tracks, or accelerating 
through the crossing after the railroad visual and acoustic alarm system started;  

- conflicts between vehicles making eastbound and westbound u-turns at the same time, or 
between vehicles coming out from a cross street and the vehicles making an opposite u-
turn (for instance SB Thru and Left vehicles at Paxton Avenue versus eastbound u-turn 
vehicles headed westbound on 71st Street at the same intersection); 

- conflicts when 71st Street vehicles yield to vehicles crossing the tracks.  There is a 
potential for rear end accidents to occur.  There is a potential for sideswipes to occur 
when vehicles behind the yielding vehicles switch lanes.  There is a potential for angle 
accidents to occur when vehicles behind the yielding vehicles switch lanes and impact the 
vehicles crossing the tracks.   

- excessive driving speeds; 
- trucks making two maneuver u-turns.  This increases congestion at the intersection; 
- northbound vehicles on Jeffery headed eastbound on 71st Street cutting-thru Dominick’s 

parking lot in order to avoid the congestion at Jeffery Blvd. and 71st Street intersection. 
 
Based on the accident analyses provided in the Metra Rail Corridor Study, all the intersections 
between the project limits are identified as High Accident Locations (HAL). 
 
Manual and machine counts taken in the area in November 2004 and Year 2002 ADT’s provided 
by IDOT for 71st Street, Stony Island Avenue and South Shore were compared with 1998 manual 
counts and Year 1994 ADT’s provided in the Metra Rail Corridor Study. The ADT’s did not 
change for Stony Island Avenue, Jeffery Boulevard and 71st Street west of Jeffery, and they 
decreased by 10% on 71st Street east of Jeffery.  The existing peak hour turning movement traffic 
volumes were very consistent with those taken six years ago, with the exception of the north legs 
of the cross streets closed after the Year1998 count. 
 
For the 20 year projected traffic volumes we assumed a conservative 0.5% increase per year for 
71st Street and all the cross streets analyzed, yielding a total 11% increase in the existing traffic 
volumes.  Capacity Analyses were performed for both existing traffic and 20 year projected 
traffic volumes. 
 
IMPACTS OF AT-GRADE CROSSING CLOSURES 

With rerouted traffic due to the five at-grade crossings closures proposed by Metra’s 
improvement program on its Electric District South Chicago Line and the increase of the 
background traffic over the next 20 years, the arterial level of service along 71st Street as well as 
the levels of service for the intersections of 71st Street with the crossing streets will be adversely 
impacted, with the probability of long delays and excessive queue lengths for both 71st Street and 
the cross streets. 
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PROPOSED SOLUTIONS  

 
To improve the traffic conditions and/or the safety of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the 
project area, one or more of the following alternative solutions were considered: 
 

1. Signalize the corridor by introducing coordinated preemption traffic signals at all 

the intersections 
Advantages: 

- the solution will improve the traffic conditions, will significantly reduce congestion and 
will increase overall vehicular and pedestrian safety through the entire corridor. 
Disadvantages: 

- high cost for construction and the equipment. 
 
2. Redesign the signalized intersection of 71

st
 Street with Jeffery Boulevard  

Advantages: 
- the intersection is already over capacity for some movements and it will operate at a F 

level of service in the future. Improving the geometry, optimizing the cycle length and 
coordinating it with the intersection of 71st Place and Jeffery Boulevard will reduce the 
delays and the length of the queues for both 71st Street and Jeffery Boulevard. 
Disadvantages: 
- Requires the removal of existing on-street parking near the intersection. 

   
3. Provide left turn storage bays and keep the existing signage at all grade crossing 

openings (this option matches the existing conditions with the new striping defining 

the current traffic patterns) 

Advantages: 
- arterial level of service along 71st Street will be acceptable and the thru EB and WB 

movements will not be impeded by same direction vehicles making either u-turns or left 
turns at the unsignalized intersections. Vehicles making left turns or u-turns from the 
opposite direction will still impede the thru EB and WB traffic as the EB and WB traffic 
must yield to left turn and u-turn vehicles. 
Disadvantages: 

- the pedestrian and vehicular safety issues already present in the area are not addressed. 
Requires the removal of some on-street parking due to the fact that a median planter is 
anticipated.  

 
4. Provide left turn storage bays and stop signs at all approaches for all grade crossing 

openings 

Advantages: 
- EB and WB through movements will not be impacted by vehicles making either u-turns 

or left turns at the unsignalized intersections; the accident potential will be reduced. 
Disadvantages: 

- the arterial level of service along 71st Street will worsen and queuing problems and delays 
may occur during peak hours. Requires the removal of some on-street parking. 

 

 
5. Narrow the existing geometry potentially with curb bump outs to one lane and 

provide stop signs at all approaches for all unsignalized intersections 

Advantages: 
- the accident potential will be significantly reduced at unsignalized intersections. “Safe 

Haven” will be provided for pedestrians. 
Disadvantages: 

- significant congestion would occur during the peak hours.  
 

6. Restripe and increase the width of the grade crossings so that u-turn movements are 

separated from all opposing movements 

Advantages: 
- reduces accident potential, improves levels of service, delays and length of the queues for 

the cross streets traffic movements. 
Disadvantages: 

- requires coordination with Metra and Metra approval. Cost to relocate rail road crossing 
gates. 

 
7. Restrict u-turns to one direction only at each grade crossing 

Advantages: 
- reduces accident potential at the unsignalized intersections. 

Disadvantages: 
- the traffic volume of u-turns at some grade crossings will exceed the capacity and  71st 

Street thru traffic will be blocked; it also may require the change of existing One-Way 
directional traffic from southbound to northbound for at least one of the cross streets 
located west of Jeffery Boulevard. 

 
8. Prohibit u-turns and/or left turns at all grade crossing openings 

Advantages: 
- the 71st Street thru traffic will not be impacted by the closures proposed by Metra; the 

arterial level of service will increase; the accident potential will be reduced at all 
unsignalized intersections. 
Disadvantages: 

- the traffic patterns in the area will be changed; area residents will be impacted. 
 

CONCLUSIONS 

 

The closure of five at- grade railroad crossings due to the proposed Metra improvements on its 
Electric District South Chicago Line will result in a redistribution of traffic in the project area 
and increased congestion, decreased levels of service and increased accident potential for 71st 
Street and the cross streets that remain open which will worsen as traffic increases during a 20 
year planning horizon.    
 
Different alternative solutions were presented above to mitigate the impacts. 
 



66     71st Street Streetscape Master Plan Study - DRAFDRAFDRAFDRAFDRAFTTTTT

Appendix - B
Traffic Impact Analysis

Alternatives 1 and 2 combined would improve all the traffic and safety issues, but also would be 
by far the most costly solution. 
 
The second best option for mitigating traffic and safety issues, yet costing significantly less, 
would be a combination of Alternatives 2, 3 and 6.  The traffic capacity issues would be 
resolved, but there are still some pedestrian and vehicular safety hazard potentials that would 
exist.  Currently there is poor pedestrian visibility at night, which is not addressed by this 
solution.  Therefore lighting at the crossings should be improved.  The Yield priority issues still 
exist. This alternative solution adds a left turn bay to 71st Street at the unsignalized intersections, 
so now there are two defined lanes of traffic proposed in each direction, which increases the 
level of complexity for following the stop and yield priority rules.  Therefore it is important to 
add directional signage and to educate the driving public with this alternative combination. 
 
Alternatives 4 and 5 both improve traffic and pedestrian safety at minimal cost while decreasing 
the level of service, with alternative 5 both maximizing safety and increasing congestion the 
most. 
 
Alternative 6 provides unusual intersection geometrics so it will be important to adequately sign 
the grade crossings and intersections to avoid accidents. 
 
We analyzed 71st Street between Cornell Avenue to Oglesby Avenue, because this segment will 
be most impacted by the proposed grade crossing closures. Capacity analyses were performed for 
AM and PM peak hours using Synchro 6 software that implements the methods of the 2000 
Highway Capacity Manual and the Intersection Capacity Utilization (ICU) 2003, and SimTraffic 
6 - a traffic simulation software designed to check and fine tune traffic operations for complex 
situations that are not easily modeled macroscopically such as closely spaced intersections with 
queuing or lane change problems, and the operation of intersections under congested conditions. 
Due the limitations of the software in modeling the unusual traffic patterns of the project 
unsignalized intersections, geometrics and priority rules, the intersections were analyzed for each 
critical movement in order to find the correspondent level of service, the delays and the lengths 
of the queues that might generate backups between the intersections. 
 
We have modeled a combination of alternatives 2, 3 and 6, a combination of alternatives 2, 3, 6 
and 7, and a combination of alternatives 2, 4 and 6 for the busiest intersections and projected 
traffic volumes during the peak hours. 
Alternatives 4 and 7 led to congestion and levels of services E or F for some movements at the 
intersections of 71st Street with Chappell Avenue, Clyde Avenue, Paxton Avenue and Crandon 
Avenue. 
The combination of alternatives 2, 3 and 6 generated levels of service B, C or D for 71st Street 
eastbound and westbound, and for all the cross streets.  However southbound Clyde Avenue and 
southbound Paxton Avenue would still have levels of service from E and F respectively (during 
PM peak only). 
 
Additional internal CDOT coordination is needed to determine the most appropriate course of 
action for the 71st Street improvement. The available budget must be examined along with traffic 
flow, safety and parking to determine which alternate is best suited for this project.  
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