
Intermediate Bible Readings 

A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, will he not also give us all things with him? Who shall separate us 

from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  



A reading from the Book of Psalms 

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, 

    for in you my soul takes refuge; 

in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 

    until the destroying storms pass by. 

I cry to God Most High, 

    to God who fulfills his purpose for me. 

He will send from heaven and save me, 

    he will put to shame those who trample on me. 

God will send forth his steadfast love and his faithfulness. 

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples; 

    I will sing praises to you among the nations. 

For your steadfast love is as high as the heavens; 

    your faithfulness extends to the clouds. 

  



A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke 

The people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts 

whether John might be the Christ. 

John answered them all, saying, "I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier 

than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire." 

After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 

form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven, "You are my beloved Son; with 

you I am well pleased." 

  



A Reading from the Holy Gospel According to Luke 

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 

regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. 

For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; for he who is mighty 

has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is on those who fear him from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm, he has scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts, 

he has put down the mighty from their thrones, and exalted those of low degree; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 

as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his posterity for ever. 

  



A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Colossians 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has 

forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. 

  



A Reading from the First Book of Chronicles 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of our father Israel, through all the ages. 

All power and greatness are yours, O God; glory, splendour, and majesty. 

All things are yours, in the heavens and on the earth; you rule over them, Lord, 

you are high above them all. 

All riches and glory come from you, you rule over all things. 

In your hand lie strength and power, your hand raises all things and sets them 

firm. 

So now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

  



A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Jeremiah 

 

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying: 

‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to birth I 

consecrated you; I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. ‘So now brace 

yourself for action. Stand up and tell them all I command you. 

Do not be dismayed at their presence, or in their presence I will make you 

dismayed. ‘I, for my part, today will make you into a fortified city, a pillar of iron, 

and a wall of bronze to confront all this land: the kings of Judah, its princes, its 

priests and the country people. They will fight against you but shall not overcome 

you, for I am with you to deliver you – it is the Lord who speaks.’ 

 

 

  



A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 

 

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because 

all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit 

we were all baptised, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one 

Spirit was given to us all to drink. 

  Nor is the body to be identified with any one of its many parts. If the foot were 

to say, ‘I am not a hand and so I do not belong to the body’, would that mean that it 

stopped being part of the body? If the ear were to say, ‘I am not an eye, and so I do 

not belong to the body’, would that mean that it was not a part of the body? If your 

whole body was just one eye, how would you hear anything? If it was just one ear, 

how would you smell anything?  

Now you together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a different part of it. 

 

 

  



A Reading from the Gospel According to Mark 

 

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man throws 

seed on the land. Night and day, while he sleeps, when he is awake, the seed is 

sprouting and growing; how, he does not know. Of its own accord the land 

produces first the shoot, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. And when the 

crop is ready, he loses no time: he starts to reap because the harvest has come.’ 

  He also said, ‘What can we say the kingdom of God is like? What parable can 

we find for it? It is like a mustard seed which at the time of its sowing in the soil is 

the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet once it is sown it grows into the biggest 

shrub of them all and puts out big branches so that the birds of the air can shelter in 

its shade.’ 

  Using many parables like these, he spoke the word to them, so far as they were 

capable of understanding it. He would not speak to them except in parables, but he 

explained everything to his disciples when they were alone. 

 

 


