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Message from the Principal 

Merry Christmas and Happy  New Year! May your family experience the joy and peace which 

God, in Jesus Christ, came to give us. The theme of Advent for our school has been “Prepare Our 

Hearts”, also the title of the Advent/Christmas celebration video produced by our students and 

shared with you this weekend. I hope this video helps to prepare your minds and hearts for the cel-

ebration of Christmas. A big thank you to Ms. Fung, Mrs. Cooper and Mr. Duque for your work in 

putting this video together. 

I would like to bring a few things to your attention. The final page of this newsletter contains in-

formation about Alpha. I would like to particularly recommend our non-Catholic families consider 

attending this. It is an opportunity to meet together with others to consider the big questions of life 

and consider what the Christian faith offers as answers. More than anything, it is an opportunity to 

ask questions and discuss with others. I highly recommend it! 

Our virtue of the Month for January is Prudence (aka Practical Wisdom). The word “prudence” is 

derived from two Latin words that mean “to see” and “before”. So, prudence is that virtue by 

which we act with foresight to find the best means to a good end. To be successful in any way over 

the long term requires this virtue. With our students, we will be spending time to consider planning 

for success, both in this life and the next. I am so thankful that our students can benefit from the 

riches of our Catholic tradition to understand and live a morally good life! Note that our next Par-

ent Talk on January 20 is on fostering the virtues at home, led by Dominican Sister John Thomas 

Armour. Mark your calendar! 

Thank you to all of our families who have gen-

erously responded to the appeal for donations 

to our building fund. We have passed the $4 

million mark! We are repeating the request in 

this newsletter, so if you haven’t had a chance 

to donate yet, information about how to do so 

can be found on a further page. The Building 

Committee has been very active in the last few 

months and making progress. We request your 

prayers for the successful outcome of a meet-

ing happening in early January  with City offi-

cials. We are asking for several variances to 

zoning in order to have a building of a suitable 

size. This is a critical meeting—please pray! 



 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 

Christmas Concert (https://youtu.be/zjgYYklyTG0 ) 

Saint Anthony of Padua School presents 
 

“Prepare Our Hearts” 

A Christmas Virtual Celebration 

Program 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 

Grade 3 Narrators: Mackenzie Dunlevy, Cassius Briscoe, Skye Garcia,  
Hazel Sandher-Gura, Tyson Poon, Lucy Li, Lydia You, Rubyrose Gajelonia 

Grade 3 Lighting of the Candles: Brennya Kung, Haydon Lin, Ivan Fadhooli, Emily Fang  

1. Welcome and Prayer 

Father Justin Huang 

Grade 7 Introduction and Prayer: Venus Ting,  
Andrea Bustos, Gregory Mackey 

“Hosanna” by Kirk Franklin 
Percussion by Grade 5 

 6. Nativity (Part 1) 

Grade 1 Narrators: Alexander Lai, Krystal Sim,  
Summer Chiang, Andrew Kwok 

“Do You Hear What I Hear?”  
by Gloria Shayne and Noel Regney 
Percussion and Singing by Grade 2 

2. Prophecies 

Grade 5 Narrators: Gia Pati, Helios Du,  
Lucas Fabbro, Kaylee Ching 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”  
arranged by Niklas Johansson 

Percussion by Grade 4 

 7. Nativity (Part 2) 

Grade 7 Narrators: Caitlin Carter, Matthew Mayer,  
Sara Scully, Hayden Wang, Devesh Sharma, Troy Claymore  

“Silent Night” by Kirk Franklin 
Percussion by Grade 6 

 

3. Annunciation 

Grade 4 Narrators: Kevin Chen, Marco Quiambao,  
Kennedy Urrutia, Christine Esteban 

“Hail Mary, Gentle Woman” by Carey Landry 
“Who Would Imagine a King” by Whitney Houston 

Singing and Movement by Kindergarten 

4. Visitation 

Grade 7 Narrators: Christian Echon,  
Maegan Cai, Faith Runya 

 8. “Looking for the Christ Child”  
by Aileen Fisher 

Choral Poetry Recitation by Grade 2 

9. “Star-Light” by Ron Ellis 

Singing and Movement by Grade 1 

10. A message from Father Francesco  
Voltaggio 

5. John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

Grade 6 Narrators: Amanda Tang, Nathaniel Mackey,  
Melinda Ji, Natalie Kwan 

“O Come All Ye Faithful” arranged by Kirk Franklin 
Percussion by Grade 3 

 11. “Jesus is the Reason for the Season”  
by Kirk Franklin 

Percussion by Grade 7 

12. Closing Prayer 

Kindergarten 

https://youtu.be/zjgYYklyTG0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast of Characters (Grade 7) 

Prophet Isaiah  :  

Prophet Micah :  

John the Baptist:  

Mary :  

Angel Gabriel :  

Joseph :  

Angels: 

 

Shepherds/People:  

Rathushan Selvakumar 

Markis Calusin 

Jerry Wang 

Kara Sinco 

Simar Bala 

Sean Uy 

Charlotte Lau, Isabella Pham,  

Kamille Quiocho 

Darren Ko, Victor Wang, Marco Chang,  

Aiken Yuan, Nathan Mak  

Production Crew 

Directors:  
Mrs. Dawn Cooper, Ms. Kristin Fung 

 

Videographer, Photographer, Post-Production Editor:  
Mr. Erico Duque 

 

Screenplay Editor:  
Mrs. Dawn Cooper 

 

Music and Sound Supervisors:  
Ms. Kristin Fung, Mr. Erico Duque 

 

Costumes and Wardrobe Assistants: 
Mrs. Dawn Cooper, Ms. LeeAnn Inocentes, Mrs. Fionnuala O’Leary  

Simar Bala, Cayla Pajes, Kamille Quiocho (Grade 7) 
Students and families of St. Anthony of Padua School  

 

Rehearsal Assistants: 
Mrs. Winnie Chee, Ms. Gina Francisco, Ms. Brenda Penaso, Ms. Rachel Fong,  

Ms. Cindy Ma, Ms. Elaine Sekiya, Mr. Rey Sagun, Mrs. Lora Garcia,  
Ms. Kiki Runtuwene, Mrs. LaRainne Friesen, Miss Rabia, Mr. Esi, Miss Kamille,  

Mrs. Fionnuala O’Leary, Mr. Michael Mayer, Ms. Dina Martin, Ms. Marisa Pavone,  
Mr. Nicholas Chatton, Mr. Mark McNicol, Ms. Janice Son, Mr. Michael Perry and  

Mrs. Ratna Antolis  
 

Catechism of the Good Shepherd (CGS) materials and photographs: 
Ms. Gina Francisco, Ms. Lee Ann Innocentes, Ms. Vera Rahardja, and Ms. LaRainne Friesen  



 

 

Thank You 
 

The staff of St. Anthony of Padua School would like to thank all those  
who helped with the production: 

 

• The Scottish Cultural Centre for the use of their facilities 

• Devesh, Victor, Maegan, Matthew, Simar (Grade 7) for Christmas trees setup 

• Ms. Soleil Maulding (Grade 1 parent) for assistance in Church Hall 

• St. Anthony of Padua Parish: Ms. Annie Pancito, Ms. Catherine Kriekenbeek-Lee, Ms. Annie Ma,  

 Mr. Jorge Mundo   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Chalice Project  

 

We, the Grade 7 class, donated our money to buy things for people in coun-
tries in need as corporal and spiritual works of mercy. It was a good way to 
prepare ourselves for Advent and the coming of Jesus. We donated the mon-
ey to an organization called Chalice. We had to earn our money in some way, 
like doing chores, or use some money given to us for birthdays or as an al-
lowance. Some students worked in groups to collect enough money to buy 
something bigger. 
 
First, we had to look in the catalogue given to us so that we could figure out 
what we wanted to buy. We ended up raising $800 all together! We bought 
things like the following: livestock, farming tools, crop seeds and plants, hy-
giene products, eco stoves, children’s books, etc. There was a lot of planning 
needed, but it turned out great in the end. It also felt good to know that we 
were helping people in need.  
 
 

By: Kara Sinco (with help from Isabella Pham and Kamille Quiocho), Grade 7  

Alexandra and I decided to buy two fruit trees and some heating materials. All to-
gether they cost $75, so we had a lot of chores to do. We were very excited to start 
our project on November 20. After we did our jobs, we would call each other and 
think of the happy families who would be getting our presents. Sometimes we 
would forget to do our chores so the next day, we had to make up for it. Even 
though we sometimes forgot, it did not stop us from reaching our goal. In the end, 
we reached our goal of raising $75. Alexandra and I were very proud of ourselves.  

By: Caitlin Carter, Grade 7 
 

 

 

For more information about Chalice Canada, please vis-

it: https://www.chalice.ca/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.chalice.ca/


 

 

Christmas Cards for Columbus Residence 

It was a tradition for Grade 5 students to visit seniors at Columbus Residence once a month in previous years 
to read books, converse, and undertake activities, including singing Christmas carols. Every visit brought joy 
to the seniors and the students (especially the treats that the seniors gave to the students to enjoy on their 
walk back to school). Unfortunately due to COVID-19, our Grade 5 students this year did not have this won-
derful opportunity. Instead, Grade 4 and Grade 5 students handmade Christmas cards for the seniors. We 
hope that the warm messages will comfort them in this difficult time, knowing that they are loved. Thank 
you Grade 4 and Grade 5! 

 
 

 

 

 

Food Drive 

It was our pleasure to coordinate the Food Drive this school year.  We appreciate the great support of stu-
dents and parents who donated all kinds of non-perishable food items.  We were also grateful that the parent 
helpers were very helpful in organizing the food types, packing them in boxes, and carrying the heavy boxes 
into the car.  There were 13 boxes in total: a great variety of pasta and canned food. 
Our donation was delivered to The Door is Open which is a drop-in ministry under the Archdiocese of Van-
couver that provides shelter services in downtown Eastside (https://www.thedoorisopen.ca).   As we were 
unloading the boxes, we could see many people who lived in that area were lining up for food donation.  Sis-
ter Chita Torres, who is the Co-Manager, came out and said "thank you" for our School's donation. 
Thank you again for your generosity and support in this outreach initiative! 

 
Carleton & Susan Yuen (Grade 1 parents) - Team Coordinators of Food Drive 2020/21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.thedoorisopen.ca/


 

 

REMINDERS 
 

Annual General Meeting 

St. Anthony School’s Annual General Meeting will be on January 13,  2021 at 7:30pm by Zoom. School up-
dates and finance report will be presented in this meeting. The link and detailed agenda will be sent out closer 
to the date. 2 hours of PPP will be credited for attending this event.  

 

Blessings in a Box 

We are going to have Blessings in a Box for Catholic Charities Men's Hostel again this year. They provide 
shelter for transient or destitute men, modelling the caring and compassionate spirit of Jesus Christ. We will 
collect toiletries and men's clothing items from January 18 to February 1, 2021.  Students can bring dona-
tions to school starting Monday, January 18.  

 

 

 

 

 

Open House and Re-Registration 

St. Anthony’s virtual Open House will take place on January 19, 2021 at 
12:30pm. It will be streamed live, but will also be available for viewing any time 
later. Please let any families you think might be interested in having their children 
attend St. Anthony know about this. Ask them to call the school office or send an 
email to admissions@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca so that we can send them a link 
to the livestream. Did you know that you can receive a tuition rebate for referring 
another family? 

Do you have a child who will be attending Kindergarten in September 2021? If 
so, please let the office know either with a phone call or an email so they can be put 
on our list. Enrollment of siblings is prioritized, but we need to know so that we can reserve a seat for your 
child. 

The Re-registration process will be different this year due to Covid. We will not be having you come into the 
school to re-register. Rather, packets will be sent home with your children, completed at home, and then re-
turned to the school. We would love to be able to do the whole process online, and are aiming to do that in the 
future, but are restricted by the office administration software that we use. However, we will be digitizing sev-
eral forms, which will be completed on your computer and emailed to the school. 

 



 

 

Parent Enrichment Talks 

 

Becoming Fully Alive: How to Foster  

the Growth of Virtue in the Home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us ONLINE and Earn PPP hours! 

Wed. Jan 20, 2021 | 7:00 - 8:30pm 

 

Speaker: Sister John Thomas Armour, O.P. 
Director, Formation Programs 
Aquinas College, Nashville TN 
 

Sister John Thomas Armour, O.P. holds Bachelor’s degrees in English and Theology, a 
Masters degree in English Education and is currently completing a Masters in Theology 
from the Augustine Institute. Having taught in a variety of age groups, Sister is excited to 
serve teachers and catechists through programs that offer both spiritual and professional 
formation. 

This is Parent Enrichment Talk #3 of 4. Parents are strongly encouraged to attend. LOGIN instructions will be 
emailed to ALL parents of St. Anthony of Padua School. Others may register by contacting Kacia Yu at        
kaciapie@yahoo.ca 
 

PARENT PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 

Parent Participation Program Requirement 

Please track Parent Participation Program (PPP) hours correctly and promptly at https://stanthony.volplus.ca  
It is the parents' responsibility to find opportunities and track hours to fulfill the PPP requirement (45 PPP hours 
= 40 PPP service hours + TWO out of four Parent Enrichment Talks).  

Virtue addresses the developmental needs of the whole child and, 
with the help of grace, goes far beyond. Quoting St. Gregory of 

Nyssa, the Catechism reminds us, “The goal of a virtuous life is to 
become like God” (1803). This presentation will examine the role 
virtue plays in human and spiritual flourishing and provide practi-

cal ways that parents can foster in their children the virtues that 
enable them to live a full life in Christ. 

https://stanthony.volplus.ca/


 

 

 

Thank You 

We would like to thank all parent helpers involved in the Food Drive, our school fundraiser Purdy's Chocolates, 
and the set up of the Christmas tree and nativity set at our school as well as the Christmas backdrop in the Church 
Hall for our virtual School Concert.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Participation Opportunity 

If you have any questions or are interested, please contact Ivy Chan at sap.ppp2018@gmail.com 
 
(1) Blessings in a Box Team Coordinator (20 PPP hours) - packing day on Monday Feb 1 (morning)  
      Blessings in a Box is a School Outreach Program that collects toiletries and men's clothing items from mid to   
      late January for Catholic Charities Men's Hostel in downtown Vancouver. 
 

• Liaise with the Principal, promote the event, and encourage student involvement and support.   

• Liaise with Catholic Charities Men’s Hostel in advance to confirm the delivery date. 

• Confirm attendance of parent helpers. 

• Instruct and work with parent helpers on the day of the event (packing and delivering). 
 

(2) Maintenance Team Coordinator (40 PPP hours) (January - June)  

• Schedule and confirm attendance of Maintenance Team parent helpers. 

• Liaise with PPP Coordinator and the School Office. 

• Help and supervise parent helpers on site (every other Saturday 9:00am - 11:00am): general mainte-
nance and upkeep of the school: cleaning outside the school and sidewalk of the church, yard work, 
rake leaves, snow removal of sidewalks and steps, scrape ice on school grounds 

 
(3) Maintenance Team parent helpers (3 PPP hours) - every other Saturday 9:00am - 11:00am, starting early  
      January 2021. 
 
(4) Playground Supervision 

• Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 10am - 1pm (4.5 PPP hours per shift) starting 
January 2021 

mailto:sap.ppp2018@gmail.com


 

 

Upcoming January Events 
Virtue of the Month: Practical Wisdom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4   School reopens after Christmas break  

January 13    9:00am School Mass 

     7:30pm Annual General Meeting 

January 15   NO SCHOOL—Professional Day   

January 18—Feb 1 Blessings in a Box collection 

January 19   12:30pm School Open House (online) 

January  20   9:15am School Assembly 

     7:00pm Parent Enrichment Talk 

 

You crown the year with Your goodness, and 
Your paths drip with abundance 

Psalm 65:11 

Happy New Year 2021 



 

 

Parish Events 

Donation Challenge 

We still need your support! Parish Centre School Addition includes the construction of a much-needed multi-

purpose/gymnasium, music room, and additional classrooms for our students and community. Please help 

us raise $400,000 by December 31, 2020 noon. 

Online donation is available at https://stanthonyvan.org/ministries/parish-centre-donation-challenge.  Any do-
nation amount is appreciated!  

Please feel free to direct all questions to Mrs. Ali Cameron, the Director of School Capital Campaign at 
acameron@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stanthonyvan.org/ministries/parish-centre-donation-challenge
mailto:acameron@stanthonyofpaduaschool.ca


 

 

Alpha Online Program 

A kind reminder that Alpha Online Program will start in January 2021. Please see the pamphlet below for spe-

cific dates. You can also visit https://stanthonyvan.org/ministries/alpha for additional information and instruc-

tions to register for the program. 


