
formal or semi-formal setting.  

-Belizeans generally do not 

engage in direct eye contact 

when conversing.   

-Generally, Belizeans will say 

what they mean in a tactful way 

and will avoid confrontation.  

Gift Giving  

-Gifts are typically not expected 

in business situations. 

Appropriate Gifts:   

-Belizeans have a sweet tooth, 

therefore something sweet 

would make for a good gift. 

-local souvenirs 

Gifts to Avoid:  

-alcoholic beverages, unless 

invited to a Belizean home.  

Meetings and 

Negotiations 

-Arriving on time for meetings is 

important even though you 

may be kept waiting. 

-Beginning with small talk helps 

establish a base for the 

relationship, after which 

discussion of business matters 

can begin.  

-Decisions tend to be reached 

from the top down and can take 

awhile.  Be prepared to have 

several meetings to reach a final 

decision.  

-Belizeans tend to be somewhat 

formal in addressing each other 

in business and often use Mr., 

Mrs., Miss, or Dr. when 

addressing each other.  

-First names are used by 

typically among persons who 

are in the same relative business 

position.   It is best to wait to be 

invited to address someone by 

their first name.  

Business Attire  

-Dress for both men and women 

is typically casual.  

-Men: cotton or khaki long pants 

and collared or knit 

shirts.  Sandals (other than flip-

flops) are acceptable.   

-Women: cotton or khaki long 

pants, capri length pants and 

shirts or knit tops of all 

kinds.  Sandals are acceptable.  

Behavior  

-Greetings are usually a simple 

oral exchange which would be 

accompanied by a handshake in a 
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Bus iness  T ips  continued  

Conversation 

-Belizeans tend not to be 

direct or get to the point 

quickly.  They also dislike 

confrontation.   

-When addressing topics 

related to business, first define 

historical background, relevant 

documents, or even outline how 

the issue will be approached 

before zeroing in on the topic 

at hand.  

-Belizean do not use a lot of 

touching or patting of hands and 

arms when speaking with one 

another.  

-Do not engage in overt physical 

shows of affection even in a 

family setting. 

Topics to Discuss:  

-family, sports, Belize and places 

of interest   

Topics to Avoid:  

-politics, race, and religion 

 

Belize 
 Country Overview: 

Location:  Central America, bordering 

the Caribbean Sea, between Guatemala 

and Mexico 

Size: 22,966 sq km 

Population: 334,297 (July 2013 est.)  

Capital: Belmopan 

Exports-commodities: sugar, bananas, 

citrus, clothing, fish products, molasses, 

wood, crude oil 

Imports-commodities: machinery and 

transport equipment, manufactured 

goods; fuels, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals; food, beverages, 

tobacco 

Currency: Belizean dollars (BZD)  

Ethnic groups: Mestizo 48.7%, Creole 

24.9%, Maya 10.6%, Garifuna 

6.1%, other 9.7% 

Religion: Roman Catholic 

39.3%,Pentacostal 8.3%, Seventh Day 

Adventist 5.3%,Anglican 4.5%

Mennonite 3.7%,Baptist 3.5%, 

Methodist 2.8%, Nazarene 

2.8%,Jehovah's Witnesses 1.6%,other 

13%, none 15.2%  

Language: Spanish 46%, Creole 

32.9%, Mayan dialects 8.9%, English 

3.9% (official), Garifuna 3.4% 

(Carib), German 3.3%, other 1.4%, 

unknown 0.2%  

Government type: parliamentary 

democracy and a Commonwealth realm. 

Chief of state: Queen ELIZABETH 

II  ( s in ce 6  F ebruary  1952)  

Head of Government: Prime Minister 

Dean Oliver BARROW 
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