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January 2017 

                     “Cleared Hot” 
                   By Lon Holtz 
 

Say good-bye to 2016.  And what a year!   

First, our milestone event at the Academy.  

Next, all the hub-bub before the election and tear-

jerking afterward, but at last we can move for-

ward, hopefully, in a new direction. Then came 

Christmas, and Barb and I hope that all of you 

had a great time with the grandkids and family 

around a warm and cozy fireplace. Finally, the 

traditional New Year’s celebration, lifting a glass 

to the old and another glass or two for the new.  

The year 2016 will go down in the annals of 

the Association as a hallmark for accomplish-

ments and recognition.  You already know of the 

great success of the reunion in Colorado Springs 

that is still receiving raves, the near sellout of the 

second edition of our book, with only 24 hard-

bound and 13 soft covers remaining, or you may 

have seen or heard of the two excellent book re-

views offered in the Air Commando Association 

and Vietnam Veterans of America publications 

presented to their memberships. We are finally 

getting some recognition for our members’ ef-

forts, the aircraft, and the history we built.  

And if you think 2016 was unbelievable, wait 

until you see the lineup for the 2017 get-together 

in Rapid City for our 50th anniversary. Besides  

bringing back the golf tournament and all the  

 

(Continued on p. 3) 

 

Plans are coming together for the 50th anniversary 
of the A-37’s introduction into combat,  

and we hope to see you in Rapid City, South Dakota, in September 

to celebrate.   The 2017 Reunion Planning Committee is working 

hard to make sure this reunion will be well worth your effort to at-

tend.  Judy Grahn, as usual, is doing a stellar job of coordinating 

the schedule of activities, including a very active package of tour 

options.  She’s even ordered up some nice weather.  (See Judy’s 

email on p. 2.)  The Board of Directors is planning a great program. 

Registration information will be sent out with the April newsletter, 

but we suggest you make hotel reservations at first opportunity.  

Judy’s email provides reservation instructions. 

Picking up on Lon’s “Cleared Hot” column, the year 2016 was 

significant in many ways, but, certainly, the A-37 Association made 

tremendous strides toward one of its main goals: telling the story of 

a unique aircraft that helped bridge the gap between high flyers and 

the need to provide personal close air support to US and allied 

ground troops, a capability implied by the late Colonel Lou Weber 

as leading to development of the A-9/A-10 competition in the 

1970s. (See Col Weber’s article on p. 3.)   

Page 2 features “Member Update” (Gone West and changes of 

address) as well as articles on Denny Selvig’s request for photos 

and Eric Jackson’s election to the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. 

 “From the Archives” (p. 4) resumes the history of the 604th ACS 

during Project Combat Dragon through the end of 1967, a period 

when the “Super Tweet” began to establish its reputation as the 

weapon of choice of ground commanders with troops in contact.  

We still have a small number of the book “Dragonfly: A-37s 

Over Vietnam,” which received an excellent review in the Air 

Commando Journal in October 2016. (See the full review, pp. 5-6.)   

Go to the A-37 website for an order form or email me at dragon-

fly369@charter.net and request a form.   

   A limited number of the commemorative coin developed for the 

A-37 plaque dedication at the USAF Academy last June remain. 

You don’t want to go to Rapid City without one or be prepared to 

buy a few rounds. Cost is $10.00 per coin plus $3.00 shipping. (The 

coins are heavy, so please add an additional dollar for every three 

ordered.)  Send a note with order to The A-37 Association, 142 Ar-

rowhead Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117….Jerry Sailors 
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Emails 

From Judy Grahn: 
 

 Mark your calendars!! September 14-17, 2017, for  the 

next A-37 reunion (the 50th anniversary of the Dragonfly) 

in Rapid City, South Dakota.  Brrrrr, right now I am happy 

to NOT be in Rapid City (high of 23-low of 9). I have or-

dered beautiful fall weather for September.  Ask for what 

you want!!  

 Our reservations have been firmed up for the Rushmore 

Plaza Holiday Inn.  Reservations can be made using access 

code D-37 (NOT A-37) on the hotel direct line 605-348-

4000, Holiday Inn Central Booking 1-800-Holiday or on 

line at www.rushmoreplaza.com.  (Ed. note: Suggest using 

the direct line for more responsive service.) Rates are $114 

for a standard or king room and $124 for a queen suite. 

 I will begin negotiations with tour companies after the 

New Year.  This is the 50th anniversary celebration so let 

me know if you have ideas on ways to make this one “The 

Best Ever.”  Contact me at Vicnjudy@cox.net or 850-835-

4495. See you in September!  (Ed. note: Rapid City Re-

gional Airport is serviced by American Airlines/American 

Eagle, Delta/Delta Connections/Sky West, United/United 

Express/Sky West and Allegiant Air.  If you’re planning to 

fly in, connections from a major hub can be challenging. 

Plan ahead. 

 

Facebook photos requested 

Dragon - flyers, 

Denny Selvig is hosting the A-37 Facebook page and he 

needs new photos.  Back in the day, we took pictures on 

film which had to be developed and printed out, but, if you 

have access to a printer with scan capability, you can scan 

your old photos and save to your hard drive as a jpg file.  

How about sharing some of those old treasures by going on 

the A-37 Facebook page and posting a few shots?  Or 

email them to Denny (dselvig@gmail.com).  A good expla-

nation of what’s in the photo would help. 

Eric Jackson Recognized by Arizona Veterans  

Hall of Fame 

The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame recognized Eric 

Jackson in a ceremony on October 28, 2016. The award, 

which honors Arizona veterans who have made significant 

civic contributions at the local, state, and national levels, 

cited Eric’s 35 years of service in the active and reserve 

Air Force, service as a Master Sergeant Watch Commander 

in the Illinois State Police, activities in numerous 

 
(Continued on p. 3) 

Member Update:  

Gone West:   

Al Barnes  -  May 2016 

Wayne Beckwith  -  May 2016 

Coy Austin  -  August 15, 2016 

Edsel J. “Coupe” Deville  -  October 21, 2016 
 

Change of Address: 

John Bradley  - 701 75th Street North, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33730  

Hank Keese  -  CMR 490, Box 2432 APO AE  09708 

John Lamb - 19418 E Mann Creek #D, Parker , CO          
 80134 

Lloyd Langston  - 5412 Patr iots Colony Dr ive,  

Williamsburg, VA 23188 



“Cleared Hot” 
(Continued from  p. 1) 

 
features the Black Hills have to offer, Judy has 

cooked up a couple more surprises.  I would sug-

gest bringing your wallets as we’ve been busy 

developing some new trinkets you might want to 

take home. And don’t forget your challenge coin 

or you’ll be buying the challenger. I’ll let Jerry 

and Judy update you on the hotel and travel rec-

ommendations later in this newsletter.  

It’s been 50 years since the little training T-37 

aircraft was reborn and given a new coat of paint 

and fangs to hunt with, and 47 years since the 

first reunion was held in Wichita, Kansas. Lucki-

ly, some of the old hands present then are still 

with us. But as time has passed, we have started 

to lose members, just to the natural run of life. 

Due to the advancing age of some of our mem-

bers, I worry that we are seeing a decline in inter-

est in our get-togethers. With this in mind, we are 

trying to make this the greatest reunion ever and 

pull out all the stops. So, if you are able to still 

travel, you do not want to miss what’s coming. 

Also, let your wingmates or fellow wrench bend-

ers know so they can also take part.  

 

HELLO 2017!!!  Are you ready to party? 

                

War Story  

(From A-37 Association “WAR” & “Since ‘Nam”  
Stories”, Volume III, Ed: Ollie Maier; Produced by  

 Gloria Maier, 1997) 

   Things I wondered about later…. 

By Col Louis Weber  

(Commander, 604th ACS, Combat Dragon, 1967-68) 

With my efforts as a Flying Tiger in WWII, as well as later in the  

F-105, I often wonder what happened to all the gongs people normal-
ly get….but I wouldn’t trade the experience and wonderful people I 
met for a million dollars. 

It was suggested I write of some of the adventures I accrued as the 
top man on the totem pole.  But, as usual, I can say that I never en-
countered any missions as dramatic as those I read in our two book-
lets...even though, despite some extra TDY, I did log something 
close to 340 hours in the A-37. 

  One thing I always wondered about was— 
what happened to the coaster wagons and 
bicycles we had delivered for the mainte-
nance people?  Where did the personnel car-
rier, L-plane and the jeeps come from? ...and 
I’ll bet Ollie still has over 500 ounces of mis-
sion whiskey coming. 

  I will never forget the 26th aircraft which 
Rufus Johnson and the maintenance people 

brought back to life, with its first flight being 
the day I left Bien Hoa. I had bet the       
crew could not do it.  I heard later from some      

 of the pilots who said there was one airplane 
which could never be trimmed up...was that the airplane? 

I was fighting battles like what ordnance we carried because of the 
shortness of the gear. There seemed to be a fear that if you blew a 
tire carrying certain classes of ordnance, the ordnance would scrape 
the runway...followed by a loud explosion that is seldom heard by 
the pilot.  This would have robbed us of most our 750-pound stores. 

Another issue was the intervalometer for the LAU-3 that would 
allow you to fire two per pass rather than the whole load, or one py-
lon at a time.  Also had to contend with the 50-member RAND Eval-
uation Team, although they were helpful most times.  Then there was 
our man, Frank Keifer, who managed to keep us all honest and in 
compliance..   

One of the bones of contention about the A-37 was that if you had 
such an airplane (counterinsurgency-capable), what was the need for 
a future tactical fighter?  Did we really need another wing of fighters 
at 4-5 million a copy and for advanced capability? That is when they 
started to come up with the A-9 and A-10, with little or no air of-
fense/defense capability. 

Our thinking is always limited by the bottom-line money. 

The ultimate question is never asked — do you really want to 
win?  This is, of course, an oversimplification — but one thing is 
sure — you don’t ever want to lose — or bleed a lot!  
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Jackson (Continued from p. 2) 

veteran organizations (including Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars, National 
Military Order of the Purple Heart), and his con-
tinuing assistance to veterans at the VA Medical 
Center in Tucson.  The “consummate volunteer,” 
Eric has been a volunteer for 19 years with 
16,000 hours of community service and 10,000 
hours of driving.  Congratulations, Eric! 

 

 

 

 

Lt Col Lou Weber,  
England AFB, LA, May 67 

AZ Secretary of State Michelle Reagan, Eric, Col Wanda Wright 
(USAF Ret), AZ Director of Veteran Services  

Photo: Lou Weber Collection 

 



 
 
 

 
 

From the Archives 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 

(The following is taken from the 604th ACS Unit History, 
October to December 1967.) 

 
 The 604th Air Commando Squadron (Project Combat 

Dragon) of Bien Hoa AB, Republic of Vietnam, flew 

3,983 combat sorties against the Communist Viet Cong, 

Democratic Republic of Vietnam insurgents and the 

Pathet Lao during the period 1 October 1967 to 31 De-

cember 1967.  

The combat analysis of the A-37 as a counterinsur-

gency weapons system hit its peak during the months of 

October and November.  During October alone, 1,614 

sorties were flown for an average of 52 per day.  This 

was due in part to the greatly increased number of sor-

ties flown during the period known as “The Surge,” 

which began at 0600, 28 October, and terminated at 

1800, 30 October 1967. 

“The Surge” was implemented by the Combat Dragon 

Task Force as part of its evaluation to determine the 

capabilities of the A-37 in an increased state of war 

readiness.  A condition where-in hostile forces were 

engaging friendly troops over a wide area and threaten-

ing the security of friendly positions was simulated with 

the aid of Seventh Air Force and its subordinates.  Ac-

tual targets ranging from the Nha Trang area to the tip 

of the Mekong Delta were produced.  Limiting the 

number of aircraft to thirteen at any one time, the 604th 

endeavored to provide as much air support as possible 

using the concept that is employed by the 3rd Tactical 

Fighter Wing alert aircraft. 

The operation was in effect 24 hours a day.  So that a 

maximum sortie rate commensurate to flying safety 

could be maintained, pilots and maintenance personnel 

were split into two groups with tours of duty of twelve 

hours each.  No member of the Evaluation Team itself 

participated, except as observers.  The objective was to  

 

 

 

turn around an aircraft in the shortest possible time and 

have it airborne and on its way to a target. 

Utilizing a maintenance shack in the revetment area 

as a temporary operations building, the first group of 

sixteen pilots launched the first flight at 0600.  They 

only stayed on duty for six hours when the second 

group took over beginning the twelve-hour cycle. Night 

operations were carried out with the help of “Spooky,” 

C-47 flare ships, and radar-controlled Skyspots. Many 

times targets were difficult to find, requiring holding 

for extended periods of time.  The ordnance carried on 

the missions varied to some degree.  During the day, a 

typical load consisted of two hard bombs (either Mk 

81’s or Mk 82’s) and two CBU-14’s.  Occasionally, the 

CBU’s would be replaced by BLU-32’s (napalm).  For 

night targets, the normal load was four hard bombs, 

usually low-drag, to permit Skyspot operations.   

By 2400 hours, 28 October, 18 hours after its begin-

ning, “The Surge” had produced 86 sorties, of which 84 

were combat effective.  The first 24 hours ended with a 

total of 114, believed to be a record for that length of 

time.   

But this was typical of the entire 60-hour period.  The 

spirit of both pilots and maintenance was excellent, 

each group trying to outdo the other.  The operation 

itself proved the A-37 was capable of fast turn-arounds 

and quick response to any immediate call for a sus-

tained length of time.  The reliability of the aircraft was 

quite gratifying when the average number of sorties was 

nineteen per aircraft.  Aircraft 14-67509 flew 23 sorties 

without an abort.  Only two suffered battle damage.   

After a day of rest, a detachment of thirteen officers 

and fifty-five enlisted personnel (the Eval Team provid-

ed five officers and four enlisted) began the operation 

known as “Dragon North” at Pleiku AB, RVN, to eval-

uate the aircraft under more austere conditions.  Once in 

place, they sat down and mapped out the scheme they 

were to follow for the next 45 days.  Colonel Heath 

Bottomly, Task Force Commander, and Lt Col Louis 

W. Weber, 604th Commander, were on scene to lay 

ground rules for the operation.  It is important to note 

the force was to follow three basic steps: to become cer-

tified forward air controllers in the TigerHound area of 

Laos; to fly armed and visual reconnaissance; and final-

ly to fly night interdiction in TigerHound. 

 

(Continued in April 2017 newsletter) 
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This article is reprinted from the Air Commando Journal, Vol 5, Issue 2, Fall 2016 , 

with permission of the Air Commando Journal. 

                            (Continued on p. 6) 
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AND SO IT BEGAN   

(Continued, Chapter 8, of an unpublished book by Fred Long) 

 

 

ttp://www.argunners.com/the-a-37-dragonfly-in- 
vietnam/ 

  

  My parents’ concern for me was embracing, their letters full 

of warmth and concern. I had promised to send them a letter 

every day, but I didn’t keep that promise. Contacting the Red 

Cross was a bitter pill for me to swallow and, although my 

intention was to write more often, I became delinquent again. 

On October 4 they contacted the Base Chaplain, Lt. Col Be-

nis G. Carnes. He called me on October 13, but in the mean-

time I had sent a letter on October 10. He told me he had 

written my parents and assured them that if I became ill or 

injured they would be notified promptly. He was understand-

ing, realizing my parents’ concern, and how days can run 

together, but said that I should try to write my parents at least 

once a week. I was more prompt with my letter writing after 

that. 

 The days did run together, and the time to do this, or that, 

so short. It was hard to cram all the little things that had to be 

done into the few hours open to us. Often I would find myself 

composing a letter after the lights had gone out, trying to 

write in the dark, and not sure if I was staying on the lines, or 

if what I was doing was even legible. There were times when 

I would return from work so exhausted I’d drop into my bed 

and not move, just daydream as the night wore drowsily 

away. 

 Going into town helped relieve the tension, and I was doing 

more of that. Other guys were getting relief out of the mys-

tery of fermentation and finding a release in a drink of cour-

age and repetitive dreams. For them it was the “happy hour,” 

that nighttime stupor of laughter and gaiety that made South-

east Asia bearable. Some, though be it few, found refuge on 

the barracks stairs, sharing a joint as Bob Dylan’s “The 

Times They Are A-Changin’” and “Rainy Day Women #12 

& 35” created swirling images of tucked-away desires oscil-

lating from within the realm of imagination. For me it was 

going into town, a brief getaway in civilian clothes and the 

monogamous caress, as far as I knew, from a member of the 

opposite sex. 

 She had just turned eighteen. Her name was Song, but pro-

nounced Sun in the Vietnamese tongue. The guys would 

tease me by giving me an orange they had lifted from the 

lunch tray that was stamped with the word “Sunkiss” across 

its skin. I took it all in good humor. But it was more than just 

the comedy of two people from different worlds getting fa-

miliar. With my Vietnamese pocket dictionary beside me, she 

tried, without much success, to teach me the Vietnamese lan-

guage. We enjoyed each other and that is more than I can say 

for most of the other guys. When I went to Pleiku I couldn’t 

tell her anything about it, or that I was even going to be gone 

for a little while. When I returned after that forty-five day 

TDY it was such a shock to her, when she saw me, that she 

fell out of her chair right onto the floor. She thought I had 

returned stateside, or worse, and that she would never see me 

again. It was a memorable reunion and a good friendship, but 

Tet put an end to it. After Tet downtown Bien Hoa would be 

forever off-limits. 

 The last phase of Combat Dragon was held partly at Pleiku 

Air Base. The first phase was at England Air Force Base. 

Phase two began shortly after our arrival in Vietnam. Be-

tween September 7 and October 27 we conducted phase three 

of the evaluation, a 51-day period. During that period the 

pilots completed 2,152 combat sorties. (A sortie is equal to 

one aircraft flight.) Since two aircraft were used on each mis-

sion that meant an average of forty-two combat flights a day. 

Each would carry a variety of munitions. With each A-37 

carrying six loads of munitions, two of the pylons were re-

served for external drop fuel tanks, the weapons men were 

required to load 252 various bombs and rockets a day. 

 The turnaround for the Dragonfly was much quicker than 

originally expected and more flights would have been possi-

ble if the ordnance demand had held up. We actually ran out 

of bombs on a few occasions, delaying flights until more 

could be delivered. The load jammers were quick and effi-

cient. They worked long hot hours under the scorching heat 

of the Vietnamese sun, lining up 

the ordnance on the MJ-1 bomb

-lift truck in a rhythmic move-

ment that placed them precisely 

under each pylon, and like the 

ticking of a clock moving from 

one pylon to the next, with haste 

and skill and experience. 

 The job was demanding; the aircraft were housed in steel 

revetments that reflected the heat and would sting the hand if 

touched. The men would return to the shop with beads of 

sweat dripping from them, finding momentary comfort from 

a kind of coolness that pulsated under its roof. The shop of-

fered the only shielding cover from the glaring, unmerciful, 

penetrating sun. It would claim at least one victim. Tech Ser-

geant William Lynch, an aircraft crew chief, collapsed under 

its iron-fisted rays with a sunstroke that sent him plummeting 

to the ground, his body trembling with jerky muscular con-

tractions as if paralyzed by an epileptic seizure. Tech Ser-

geant Birdsong hurried to his aid, cradling the back of his 

head in the palms of his hands to keep its uncontrollable 

pounding from hitting against the pavement. He recovered 

after a brief hospitalization. But few maladies such as this 

befell the men of the 604th. These were hardy men that suf-

fered “the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune” with little 

complaint, little discord, and no neglect. 

 

(Continued in April 2017 newsletter) 
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Photo: Butch Parris Collection 
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Inside is the January 2017 newsletter of the A-37 Association.  You have indicated a preference to re-
ceive this publication by postal mail.  If you wish to continue receiving the newsletter by post, you don’t 
have to do anything.   If you wish to change your preference, please circle option a or b  below and send 
this page to the return address above. 

Circle choice: 

a. Change my mailing address to __________________________________________ 

b. Take me off the mailing list. 

Or if you prefer to receive newsletter by email, go to www.A-37.org and email Jerry Sailors. 

 

-mailing label- 

  

   The A-37 commemorative (challenge) coin  

       ….. uniquely designed for dedication of the A-37 plaque at the USAF Academy in June 2016 

                    ….. a memento you can carry with you at all times        

       ….. a good way to get a freebie drink from your A-37 buddy who doesn’t have one with him 

   See p. 1 for ordering information. 

 

    


