
Perry County Public Library & Coronavirus (COVID-19)  

 (includes closure time for library repairs)  

Update: May 22, 2020 

 

At one of Governor Beshear’s press conferences this week, we learned libraries would 
be allowed to reopen June 8. 

This is very exciting news, and we want to be upfront with our community about what 
this means - and what it does not mean. 

The Governor said specific guidelines and building capacity limits would be forthcoming.  
We do not know exactly what reopening will look like yet. We do know that it will not be 
“business as usual.” There will be new rules, new procedures, and service limitations.  
Some of these may be temporary, and some may be long term. 

Before our closure, it was common for many people to enter our building each day.  
Several hundred people each day touched the same books, computers, newspapers, 
study tables, and bathroom sinks. It was common for 25-50-175 people to sit in close 
quarters in our meeting rooms/auditorium to experience a program together. Young 
children would play with toys and look at books - and then minutes later another child 
would touch those same books and toys. In an environment that is designed for people 
to browse, linger, and share common resources - reopening in the midst of COVID-19 
has serious implications. 

We are eager to welcome you back, and we want to do it safely. This will mean we need 
to go slowly at first. We have a lot to figure out in the coming weeks, and we will be able 
to make more decisions once those additional guidelines are released. You, our valued 
patrons, will be kept informed all along the way. Check our website: 
www.perrycountylibrary.org and the Perry Co. Public Library Facebook page for 
updates. You can also contact us at library@perrylib.org  

In the meantime, staff are working from home planning an on-line Summer Reading 
Program for June 2020, and we are still offering on-line services (e-books, databases, 
and programs), and Wi-Fi in our parking lot. We will share more details in the coming 
days about when and how we will re-open. 

In addition to waiting for guidance for libraries from the Governor, while the library has 
been closed due to the pandemic, we have used the closure time to make some needed 
repairs and renovations to the library. Because of the work in the building, the library will 
not be ready to open to the public until July 1, 2020. If anything changes so that we can 
re-open earlier, or if we will have to be closed longer due to COVID-19 or library repairs, 
we will keep you informed.   

Please continue to keep your checked-out items at home and do not return them to the 
library at this time. Late fines will not be applied to the items you have. 

Thank you for your patience and your support as we navigate this new normal, 

together. ❤️ 
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