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January 
2020 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
Sundays at 9:00am 
WOW Wednesdays at  
5:30 pm  (Sept—April) 
stmatthewmonticello@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Dave Raemisch 
Cell Phone  (319) 975-0512 
Office Phone  (319) 465-3262 

A message from Pastor Dave… 
 

As we close out 2019 and roll into 2020 let’s ponder a rather peculiar 

question. Seldom, if ever, does anyone string these three words together 

as a question, but as you think about what the next year might bring, how 

does this question strike you: Happy New Year? 
 

What might 2020 have in store for you? What’s the best thing that could 

possibly happen to you in the coming year? What’s your fondest hope… 

your heart’s desire; a hope so dear you can barely bring yourself to imag-

ine it might happen? I’ve got my own wish list, and I know you’ve got 

yours, but we don’t often share our hearts desires with anyone because 

being vulnerable isn’t usually the Christian way. It’s the Christ way; just 

not the way most Christians conduct themselves. Fact is, we don’t usually 

share our deepest desires (or fears) because it usually involves emotions 

that are hard to handle. 
 

Along those lines...one of my fondest hopes is to see my four daughters 

all together again. Earlier in life, I often worked from home so I got to 

spend lots of time with them when they were young. I miss those days 

more than I can say. I’m sure many of you also fondly remember the days 

when your children were young and still at home with you. How I’d love 

to see my daughters all together again, but that doesn’t happen very often 

nowadays. So often, life doesn’t turn out the way we’d like.  
 

Hope springs eternal, but at the other end of the spectrum is despair, a 

state of mind that has no trouble answering the question: What’s the worst 

thing that could happen in the coming year? As we move into 2020 what 

fears and failures do you dread the most? We all know how it works as 

the years go by. People who are near and dear to us move away (my 

daughters live in SC, FL, CA, and WI), people who are near and dear to… 
 

                                                                                                 Continued... 
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Continued. . .   
 

 ...us walk away (I know the pain of divorce from personal experience), 

and people who are near and dear to us pass away, leaving us longing for 

something we can’t get back no matter how hard we try.  Paul Austere 

once said, “Our lives carry us along in ways we cannot control, and al-

most nothing stays with us.” We would do well to remember that. 
 

As I was thinking about the question “Happy New Year?” and pondering 

what the coming year might bring, my thoughts drifted to what has al-

ready been in years gone by. Yesterday, as I was preparing for yet anoth-

er funeral, curiosity drove me to look back over my records where I dis-

covered that I’ve presided at 23 funerals in the past 24 months. As we 

worship on Sunday morning , one of the most haunting intercessory pray-

ers I’ve ever prayed was this: “and we pray for those who will die today.” 
   

Knowing that we each have a date with death need not drive us to des-

pair, for we have a better hope than that. Our hope comes from the Lord, 

the maker of heaven and earth! But for now, while we’re still this side of 

glory, let’s see if we can figure out a better way to live in 2020. This time 

of year, many people grasp at straws, turning to New Year’s resolutions 

hoping to find a better way to live. Others look to role models for inspira-

tion, hoping to emulate a better way. Some even expect their pastor to be 

such a role model, but don’t look to me… look to the Lord! 
  
Some people make the mistake of thinking their pastor is supposed to be 

some sort of super-charged Christian, a person to be looked up to as an 

example of how to live the Christian life. That’s not how it works! I like 

the way Pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber describes herself: "I am unqualified to 

be an example of anything but needing Jesus." I concur, for the sum total 

of all I’ve learned from my seminary training, and life experience, can be 

captured by these few words: “Help me, God; I can’t do this on my own.” 

As your pastor, I can promise you this much for sure: If you start 2020 

with that prayer, things are going to be alright, no matter what the new 

year brings.  

 

Faith, Hope, Love… 

 

Pastor Dave  
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Pastoral Acts 
 Our sympathies are 

 extended to: 
 

The families of 
Delephine Wennekamp 

 
 
 
 
Weather related church can-
cellations for St. Matthew 
can be found on KCRG. 

     2020  
OFFERING  
ENVELOPES  
      
       Are now available! 

 
Please pick up your 2020 Offer-

ing Envelopes in the Narthex 

Thank you to everyone for your generous 
donations toward the  Xmas Gift Box for 

the Veterans at Marshalltown. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Sunday, January 26, 2020 

In the Church basement following 
9:00 am service. 

 Have a Blessed New Year! 
 

May the joy of the Lord be your strength in 2020 

                               (Nehemiah  8:10) 
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The WOW Christmas Program  
was enjoyed by all! 
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 WOW 

 What a Great 

Christmas Program! 

I 

An Open Invitation for  
All Members of St. Matthew 

 

 You’re invited to share some coffee and 
 conversation with Pastor Dave.  Simply 
 call or email Pastor Dave to set up a time 
 to visit at your home or at the church 
 office. I’d love to hear from you!  
 

(319) 975-0512 (leave a message)  
pastordaveraemisch@gmail.com     
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+++++++ 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church  

Council Meeting Minutes  
December 8, 2019 

 
The December meeting of St. Matthew Lutheran Church Council was called to 
order by president Craig Thompson. Present along with Thompson were Dave 
Titman, Stu Gerdes, Eric Dirks, Tara Norton, Jeff Hinrichs, Spencer Pins, Dala-
na Rigby, Butch Pratt, Dan Lahr, Nanci Paulsen, Sheralyn Lahr and Pastor 
Dave.  
Not present or excused: Pam Kray, Sandy Hinrichs, Tricia Lambert, Tim Lam-
bert, Mandy Norton and Jim Reuter.  
Eric Dirks led devotions.  

Minutes - The minutes from the October meeting were reviewed. Dalana made 
a motion to accept the minutes. Stu seconded, motion carried.  

Pastor’s report- Pastor Dave reported 31 pastoral care visits, 3 baptisms, 1 
wedding and 2 funerals. Discussed the positive feedback from the Worship and 
Music Committee meeting and the Mutual Ministry committee meeting. A spe-
cial Lessons and Carols Christmas worship service will be held on Sunday De-
cember 22nd.  

Treasurer’s Report - October and November reports were reviewed. 

Benevolence - No report available.  

Building and Maintenance - October-November reports were reviewed. Nanci 
made a motion to accept the above financial reports as presented. Dan seconded 
and motion carried.  

Youth and Family Ministry Report- They will send out a report later this 
month.  

Trustees Report- Elevator is working. Spencer discussed the different lighting 
units available for both sides of the educational unit. The trustees will pick out 2 
units and see how well they work and possibly get a 3rd for the west side also.  

Elders Report- Nothing to report.  

Deacons Report- Nothing to report 

Old Business- Church council openings in January include Stu Gerdes, Craig 
Thompson, Jeff Hinrichs, Dan Lahr and Mandy Norton. We need to find re-
placements for these positions.  

New Business— 1.Recommendation from Music and Worship Committee to 
pay organist/pianist 40.00 per service. Butch made a motion and Dave second-
ed. Motion carried. 2. Endowment committee to distribute $8600 with 55% go-
ing back to church. Spencer made a motion to accept the Endowment committee 
recommendations. Stu seconded and motion carried. 3. Annual meeting set for 
January 26th. Jeff will chair in Craig’s absence. 4. Reviewed the budget pro-
posal for 2020. Nanci made a motion to accept the budget proposal, Dan se-
conded and motion carried.  

Continued... 
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READERS FOR JANUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
     5th -  Nanci Paulsen      19th  -  Dalana Rigby     
     12th  -  Sheralyn Lahr  26th  -  Jeff Hinrichs   
We will email the readings to you earlier in the week for your practice.  There 
will be a large print copy on the lectern on Sunday. 

GREETERS FOR JANUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
     5th -  Nanci Paulsen     19th  -  Suzanne & Denny Joslyn     
     12th  -  Sue Brokaw     26th -  Butch & Kathy Pratt 

FELLOWSHIP FOR JANUARY—AFTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
     5th -  Joan Berends     19th  -  Stu & Kathy Gerdes     
     12th  -  Dan Lahr     26th -  Sandy & Jeff Hinrichs 

ORGANISTS - Marty Scharff, Shirley Titman & Diane Tuetken 

USHERS FOR JANUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
 Dave Paulsen, Dave Hardersen, Pam Kray, Butch Pratt  
JANUARY COMMUNION ASSISTANT  -  Greg Wink 

ALTAR GUILD FOR JANUARY  
 Pam Kray & Ann Eby 

POWER POINT TECH FOR JANUARY  -   

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
WEEK OF:                            SUNDAY WOW             TOTAL for  WEEK  
  

December 1       77                     83                    160 
December 8       70                     91                    161 
December 15       70                   171                    241 
December 22       74            No Wow                74 
December 24 - Christmas Eve                                                        280  

November        St. Matthew Ministry           Benevolence         Building                         

Income      $  9,660.99          $711.00             $983.00 
Expenses  $11,219.98            

January Balance $26,993.29             
November Balance $21,578.43                

Year-to-Date 

Income   $126,431.17                 $8,868.90         $33.275.00 
Expenses  $131,252.30          

… Continued. 

Next meeting will be Sunday Jan. 12th after Sunday worship service. Closed 
with the Lord’s Prayer.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Sheralyn Lahr 
Council Secretary   
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St. Matthew Sewing Circle Spotlight 
 
An open invitation is extended to anyone who would like to 
join us in our Mission. No prior experience is required. We 
meet on the 3 Wed of each Month at 1 PM in the Fellow-
ship Room. We look forward to seeing you there.   If you 
would like more information or wish to help, contact Suzanne at  465-3816. 

Suzanne Joslyn, Chairperson 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our next Echoes Spotlight will feature Grace Zimmerman & Irene Behrends.. 

My name is Betty (Krapfl) Sternhagen. I live 
in Hopkinton with my husband Carl. We have been 
married 58 years.  Together we have two daughters 
and one son along with six grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. Before my retirement, I worked 
in the sewing department at Polo Custom Products 
here in Monticello for 27 years. I held various jobs 
prior including childcare in our home. My fondness 
and knowledge of sewing developed at a young age 
while at home learning from my mother.  In my 
spare time, I enjoy sewing/quilting, harvesting and 
canning produce from our large garden, doing cross-
word puzzles and spending time with our family.  

I was raised in Monticello and married my high 
school sweetheart, Butch Pratt.  We have 2 children: 
Candy Langerman in Monticello and Mike Pratt in 
Southland, IA.  We have 7 grandchildren,  12 great 
grandchildren and 2 great-great grandchildren.  We 
lived in the area for several years and moved to 
Fayette, IA where we bought a flower shop. I rant 
the flower shop in Fayette and bought one in West 
Union, IA.  For 24 years I was a florist.  We moved 
to Wisconsin for 2 years and I worked at a landscap-
ing business.  After Wisconsin we moved to Tennes-
see for 13 years.  I became a paralegal.  I worked for 
9 years in a law office.  I am now retired.  I got inter-
ested in quilting when we were still in Iowa and am 
still at it.  Butch’s aunt Nola Iaggi was my inspira-
tion.  I am not very fast so I have not made many 
quilts, but I so enjoy the challenge.  I still hand quilt 
so it takes longer to finish a quilt.  I sew for the St. 
Matthew’s Sewing Circle.  I think it is a worthwhile 
project as it benefits not only other peoples around 
the world, but also our local people. 
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Please remember our parish members 
with a prayer, a card or a visit. 

   

Monticello Care Center    465-5415         
500 Pinehaven, Monticello, IA 52310 
  

 Carlene Adams  116 
 Neal Bleadorn  407 
 Meta Tobiason   603 
  

Pennington Square  
502 Pinehaven Drive, Monticello, IA 52310 
• Betty & Armin Jacobs 111 
 

Individual Addresses: 
 Sycamore Gardens, 107 E. 9th St. 

Monticello, IA 52310: 
 Dan Ulferts  #101 
 John Boss  #102 
 Kim Stadtmueller #110 
 Deb Johnson  #111 
 Ann McNamara,  #118 
 

 Luverne & Anne Marie Plueger, 410 N. Maple, #205, Monticello, IA 
52310 

 Irene Mardorf, 15841 Jones-Delaware Rd., Monticello, IA 52310 
 Darlene Gottleber, 327 N. Gill, Monticello, IA 52310 
 Gladys Tholen, 4520 Ford Ave., NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405;          

Ph # (319) 390-0750 
Reach out to those who can’t make it to church with a 

card or letter to show we are thinking of them. 

If anyone would like extra prayers, we have a 

prayer group at St Matthew.  If you would 

like to be a part of the prayer group please 

email Rosy at stmatthewmonticel-

lo@gmail.com or call the office, 465-3262.  

As prayer requests come in, you will receive 

an email with information on who to pray for. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartxtras.com%2F20b7ebbbc3956f21ea0ef6f06b2c36d7_family-going-to-church-clipart-101-clip-art-going-to-church-clipart-black-and-white_350-250.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartxtras.com%2Fcategori
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St. Matthew’s WOW was in 
charge of the kitchen during the 
Berndes Center Craft Show on 
December 7th.  We raised 
$842.00.  All proceeds from this 
fundraiser will benefit St. Mat-
thew’s WOW program.  Thank 
you to everyone who donated 
food and helped in any way.  
Great Job!  Mark you calendars 
for 12/5/20 to do it again!  
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Join us on Sunday 
mornings for 
fellowship 
(coffee & 
treats) in the 
church basement 
after the 9:00 am 
Worship service.  
All are welcome! 

We are looking for more people to volunteer to give rides 
to church.  As people call in for rides those that will give 
the rides will be rotated.  Please consider helping out with 
rides to church and let Rosy know to add you to the list. 

 
 

If you need a ride to church please call the church of-
fice Tuesday thru Thursday from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm 
and let Rosy know your address and contact info. 

stmatthewmonticello@gmail.com 
Visit our website to see what’s new 

Echoes, Links to Sermons 
Church Council Meetings 

Wow News 
And so much more! 

Monticello public access Channel 4  has 
church services broadcast on 
Fridays at 10AM and Sundays 
at 9AM.  Visit our website for 
links to more sermons and 
services.   

All women are invited to WELCA meetings and activi-
ties.   Please join us in the Education Unit.   
  
• Prayer Shaw Ministry:  Monday, January 13th @ 

1:00 PM in the Library 
• Hope Circle: Tuesday, January 14th @ 9:00 am 
• Ruth Circle: Wednesday, January 8th @ 1:30 pm 
• Sewing Circle: Wednesday, January 15th @ 1:30 pm.  

Women’s Evening Bible Study:  The 
Women’s Evening  Bible Study group will 
meet after the WOW service at 6:50 in the 

church basement. 

Men’s Bible Study 
Thursday mornings at 10:00 am  

and  
2nd & 4th Fridays at 6:30 am.   

All Are Welcome! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fimg%2F726801.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fchurch-women-cliparts.html&docid=u6yS8dmxIsHTLM&tbnid=d1f_KgNBlo4csM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwiWzNqn5YraAhVJ5oMKHZ6oAl84rAIQMyhZMF
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