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February 
2020 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
Sundays at 9:00am 
WOW Wednesdays at  
5:30 pm  (Sept—April) 
stmatthewmonticello@gmail.com 
 

Pastor Dave Raemisch 
Cell Phone  (319) 975-0512 
Office Phone  (319) 465-3262 

A message from Pastor Dave… 
 

The St. Matthew Lutheran Church Annual Meeting was held on Sunday 
January 26th. The following “Pastor’s Report” and “President’s Report” 
were published in the Annual Report of our congregation.  
 

Pastor’s 2019 Annual Report 
 

During the time I’ve served as your pastor, I’ve seen some things I never 
expected to encounter as a pastor. But most remarkable of all, I saw the 
power of God moving in our church in ways I never could have imagined 
when I arrived here three years ago. As we look to the future, the first 
thing I see is that there is so much that is good, and grace-filled, and  
Christ-centered going on here at St. Matthew that I’m grateful to be part 
of it! These are exciting times at St. Matthew! 
 

As I reflect on who we were, who we are, and who we aspire to be as a 
church I can’t begin to express the depth of my heart-felt gratitude for all 
who have walked with me in leading our church in a new direction. Along 
the way, we found the courage to challenge ourselves with this hard ques-
tion: In our 21st century context, who is God calling us to be as a church? 
And then, even more remarkable than that, we did something about it!  
 

Beyond a doubt, we’re a much healthier church than we were three years 
ago! At our Annual Meeting, we’ll talk about who we were, who we are, 
and who we aspire to be as a church. As we do, let’s be sure to remember 
who we are: St. Matthew Lutheran Church is a group of people who come 
together to join God’s mission for the life of the world. It’s God’s mis-
sion… not ours. God’s Word tells us who we’re supposed to be as a 
church! 
 

Right now, I’ve got a question for you to consider. It’s a question I con-

stantly wrestle with as your pastor. As we walk by faith into the future, 

let’s all be sure to ask ourselves this question: How will the ministry...  
 

                                                                                                 Continued... 
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Continued. . .   
 

...of our church change people? That’s a big question, one we need to 
take seriously, especially as we try to figure out who we’re called to be as 
a church. The next question for us to consider as we move forward is this: 
If someone spends time with us, how will they be changed? If someone 
joins our church, and worships with us for the next few years, how will 
they be changed? Will their lives be any different after spending a few 
years with us? And if so… how? What about them will change? And, just 
as importantly, what about those of us who are already here? How will 
the next few years change us?  
 

Everything we do as a church should be centered on helping people fol-
low Jesus. We do that because we know that following Jesus changes 
people! The Bible tells us what happens to a person as they move deeper 
into following Jesus. It says, “You shall know them by their fruit.” The 
Fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, and self-control, but I like to summarize them with 
this brief description of what it looks like to be a follower of Jesus. 
 

People who follow Jesus are more grateful, more gracious, and more gen-
erous than they were when they lived for themselves. So, if someone asks 
you why they should come to church at St. Matthew, you can tell them it 
will change their life. Instead of being so greedy, grumpy, and grouchy 
they’ll be more grateful, more gracious, and more generous as they “grow 
in faith and share the love of God with all people.”  
 

The purpose of our Annual Meeting is to consider who we were, who we 
are, and who we aspire to be as the people of God. Will any good come 
out of spending time at our Annual Meeting? Time will tell. A few years 
from now, if we’re more grateful, more gracious, and more generous as 
individuals, and as a church, then we’ll know we followed Jesus into the 
future. But, if we’re more greedy, grumpy, and grouchy we’ll know we 
missed the boat and did it our way.  
 

By the grace of God, may it be that the people of God who gather to wor-
ship at St. Matthew Lutheran Church become more and more known for 
their gratitude, gracefulness, and generosity. That’s who God is calling us 
to be as a church. How do I know that… the Bible tells me so! 
 

Faith, Hope, Love… 
 

Pastor Dave    
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Pastoral Acts 
 Our sympathies are 

 extended to: 
 

The families of  
Allen Martensen 

Weather related church 
cancellations for St. Matthew 

can be found on KCRG website 
or broadcast. 

President’s Annual Report 2019 

 
2019 was a great year for St. Matthew Lutheran Church. We have a won-
derful Sunday morning service with coffee and fellowship afterwards.  
We have a growing Wednesday night service with a meal and fellowship 
beforehand and youth education afterwards.  We have an active women’s 
group, a great youth program, several bible studies, and last, but not 
least, we ended 2019 financially in the BLACK, a great accomplishment 
for any church. Thank you to everyone! 

2019 was not perfect or without challenges, but we looked at each task 
and worked towards a better St. Matthews. We have streamlined and 
simplified the budget. We simplified the benevolence fund, and we saw a 
resurgence of the music and worship committee.  The elevator, however 
was a challenge going one step forward, two steps back. It has probably 
outlived its lifespan and is in need of replacement.  

We have many opportunities to be involved in the church here at St. 
Matts. The opportunities include Altar Guild, home bound communion, 
readers, greeters, ushers, youth helpers,  just to name a few. Please con-
sider taking advantage of some of these opportunities. I have found that 
volunteering for the church has given me a great sense of joy and a real 
connection to the church.  

Thank you for a great year. The future of St. Matthews Lutheran Church 
is bright! 

Yours in Christ, 
Craig Thompson 
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From the St. Matthew Church Council  
 

 Thanks to your generous offerings during 2019, we’ve been able to 
 share the love of God with many people. We greatly appreciate your  
 generous support of ministry at St. Matthew and we pray for your  
 continued support in 2020. 

 

 Total offering income received at St. Matthew during 2019 was tracked  
 in three general categories: 1. St. Matthew Ministry Fund; 2. Benevo- 
 lence Fund; and 3. Building Fund. Total offering income and expenses 
 for each of those funds (Jan. 1, 2019 - Dec. 31, 2019) are reported 
 below. 
 

St. Matthew Ministry Fund 
Offering Income  $145,303.87 
Expenses              $143,202.22 

 
Benevolence Fund 

                                   Offering Income  $11,076.35 
                                   Expenses              $11,076.35 

 
Building Fund 

Offering Income   $36,430.00  
Expenses               $15,118.82  

 
 In order to provide a clear and accurate accounting of income and  
 expenses for WOW, we carefully recorded WOW offering income and 
 WOW expenses (including food, teaching supplies, educational  
 curriculum, and the Youth Leader’s salary) from the time WOW started 
 last Fall (Sept. 4, 2019) through the end of the year (Dec. 31, 2019). 
 Those figures are reported below: 

 

WOW   
WOW Offering Income  $12,690.00 
WOW Expenses                $6,040.99 
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                            Wednesday        Meal          Worship      Classes   
 

 Ash Wed.               Feb. 26         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm                                                 

 Lent & WOW          Mar.  4          5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm 

 Lent & WOW          Mar. 11         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm   

 Lent *                      Mar. 18         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       no class  

 Lent & WOW          Mar. 25         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm  

 Lent & WOW          April  1         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm          

 Lent & WOW          April  8         5:30 pm       6:15 pm       6:50 pm  

 

Lenten soup supper served every Wednesday evening Feb 26th to April 8th.  
* Lenten supper and worship will be held on Mar. 18th, but there won’t be any 
WOW classes after worship due to Spring Break. 

Four Sacred Worship Services 
During Holy Week 

 

        Palm Sunday         April   5        9:00 am 

        Lent & WOW          April   8        see above 

        Maundy Thurs.       April  9         6:30 pm  

        Easter Sunday       April 12         9:30 am                 
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church  
Council Meeting Minutes  

January 12, 2019 
 

The January meeting of St. Matthew Lutheran Church Council was called to order 
by president Craig Thompson. Present along with Thompson were Dave Titman, 
Stu Gerdes, Eric Dirks, Jeff Hinrichs, Sandy Hinrichs,Tricia Lambert, Butch Pratt, 
Dan Lahr, Pam Kray, Nanci Paulsen, Sheralyn Lahr and Pastor Dave. Not present 
or excused: Tara Norton, Spencer Pins, Dalana Rigby, Tim Lambert, Mandy Norton 
and Jim Reuter. Craig Thompson led devotions. 
  

Minutes - The minutes from the December meeting were reviewed. Jeff made a 
motion to accept the minutes. Nanci seconded, motion carried. 
Pastor’s report- Pastor Dave reported 11 pastoral care visits, 1 funeral. Discussed 
Echo’s article for February from the church council regarding giving. 
Treasurer’s Report - December and 2019 reports were reviewed. 
Benevolence - No report available. 
Building and Maintenance - December report was reviewed. 
Stu made a motion to accept the above financial reports as presented. Dan seconded 
and motion carried. 
Youth and Family Ministry Report- The concession stand at the craft show made 
$842.00 Thanks to all who volunteered time and donated money or items to make 
this a success. Christmas program went well. We ordered color bells, Cd’s and mu-
sic for the kids to begin a bell choir. Zion in Wyoming does this with their kids and 
they love it. We will also share music with them to save money. Hoping to perform 
on April 15th. Tim took the HS group bowling and invited friends. VBS set for 
June 8-12th. Also included the financial report for the youth account. 
Trustees Report- The three lights were installed. Thanks to Spencer for research-
ing and installing. 
Elders Report- Discussed usher schedule. Discussed asking the music and worship 
committee to take over the readers and greeters and fellowship sheet that is passed 
around. Would like to send a reminder to the ushers of all duties since we have had 
some changes in ushers. 
Deacons Report- Nothing to report 
Old Business- Discussed Council terms ending in 2020. Stu and Craig are willing 
to serve another term. Anita Kramer is willing to serve as a deacon. Eric Dirks is 
willing to serve as a Trustee. Candy Langerman is willing to serve on the Board of 
Ed. Jeff made a motion to incorporate the Building Fund and Benevolence Fund 
into the general budget accounting process in 2020. This would be administered 
under the supervision of the general treasurer. The building fund would remain in a 
separate account. The benevolence checks would be written twice a year. Nanci 
seconded and motion carried. 
New Business 
1. Elevator is still an issue. A quote did come in at $48,000 plus any prep work. 
Dan made a motion and Dave seconded to take the quote to the annual meeting. 
2. Discussed decreasing the number of communion servers to two. We would serve 
one side of the church at a time, beginning with the pulpit side the first Sunday of 
the month and the piano side the third Sunday of the month. Sandy made this mo-
tion and Butch seconded. Motion carried. 
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READERS FOR FEBRUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
     2nd -  Ann Eby  16th  -  Pam Kray     
     9th  -  Grace Zimmerman 23rd  -  Stu Gerdes 
We will email the readings to you earlier in the week for your practice.  There 
will be a large print copy on the lectern on Sunday. 

GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
     2nd -  Candy Langerman & Deb Kuhn      16th  -  Don & Phyllis Tapken    
     9th  -   Dale & Grace Zimmerman         23rd  -  Butch & Kathy Pratt   

FELLOWSHIP FOR FEBRUARY—AFTER SUNDAY SERVICES 
     2nd -  Sue Brokaw   16th  -  Diane Tuetken     
     9th  -  Dale & Grace Zimmerman  23rd  -  Craig & Pam Thompson   

ORGANISTS - Marty Scharff, Shirley Titman & Diane Tuetken 

USHERS FOR FEBRUARY SUNDAY SERVICES 
 Greg Wink, Jim & Jackie Reuter, Nanci Paulsen  
FEBRUARY COMMUNION ASSISTANT  -  DaLana Rigby 

ALTAR GUILD FOR FEBRUARY  
 Pam Kray & Kathy Gerdes 

POWER POINT TECH FOR FEBRUARY  -  Shelley Raemisch 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
WEEK OF:                            SUNDAY WOW             TOTAL for  WEEK  
  

December 29       60  No Wow    60  
January 5       68     86    154 
January 12       55     89    144 
January 19          55     74    129 
 

December        St. Matthew Ministry           Benevolence         Building                         

Income      $18,874.88             $1,449.50          $3,155.00 
Expenses  $  6,924.96           

January 1 Balance $25,859.02             
December 31 Balance $28,126.06                

 

Year-to-Date 
Income   $145,306.05                 $11,076.35 $36,430.00 
Expenses  $143,039.01          

3. Stu made a motion to accept new member Courtney Langer. Nanci seconded 
and motion carried. 
Next meeting will be Sunday Feb 9th after Sunday worship service. Closed with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sheralyn Lahr, Council Secretary   
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St. Matthew Sewing Circle Spotlight 
 
An open invitation is extended to anyone who would like to 
join us in our Mission. No prior experience is required. We 
meet on the 3 Wed of each Month at 1 PM in the Fellow-
ship Room. We look forward to seeing you there.   If you 
would like more information or wish to help, contact Suzanne at  465-3816. 

Suzanne Joslyn, Chairperson 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I am Grace Zimmerman.  I have lived in Monticello all 
of my life.  I graduated from Monticello High School 
in 1967 and married Dale Zimmerman in August 1970.  
I have worked in foodservice most of my life—from 
working in a bakery while our 3 kids were growing up, 
to briefly working in a local café.  I then worked in the 
kitchen of the Monticello Nursing Home for 10 years.  
I started working in the kitchen of Pictured Rocks 
Methodist Camp in 1995 until summer of 2019.  It was 
nice to interact with counselors, staff and campers.  I 
also cooked for the children at St. John’s Daycare for 9 
years.  Community involvement included helping or-
ganize the Community Thanksgiving Dinner for many 
years, and belonging to and working with the Jaycees.  
At St. Matthew I have served on Altar Guild, church 
council, co-chaired the Fall Dinner for many years and 
co-chaired a work group.  I also co-chair Lutheran 
World Relief projects, such as collecting baby items, 
personal care kits, and school supplies.  Since recently 
retiring, I have been helping with cutting quilt squares 
at home and laying out quilts with the sewing circle.  I 
enjoy the afternoons of fellowship with others, and 
seeing the finished quilts.  I enjoy reading, playing 
cards and attending activities for our 11 grandchildren 
with Dale. 

My name is Kathy Gerdes.  I am married to Stu 
Gerdes.  We have two daughters, Sara and Anita; sev-
en grandchildren and one great grandson.  I joined the 
sewing circle three years ago.  I enjoy laying out the 
patterns and tying the quilts.  I also enjoy working 
with all the ladies in the Sewing Circle doing God’s 
work. 
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Please remember our parish members 
with a prayer, a card or a visit. 

   

Monticello Care Center    465-5415         
500 Pinehaven, Monticello, IA 52310 
  

 Carlene Adams  116 
 Neal Bleadorn  407 
 Meta Tobiason   603 
  

Pennington Square  
502 Pinehaven Drive, Monticello, IA 52310 
• Betty & Armin Jacobs 111 
 

Individual Addresses: 
 Sycamore Gardens, 107 E. 9th St. 

Monticello, IA 52310: 
 Dan Ulferts  #101 
 John Boss  #102 
 Kim Stadtmueller #110 
 Deb Johnson  #111 
 Ann McNamara,  #118 
 

 Luverne & Anne Marie Plueger, 410 N. Maple, #205, Monticello, IA 
52310 

 Irene Mardorf, 15841 Jones-Delaware Rd., Monticello, IA 52310 
 Darlene Gottleber, 327 N. Gill, Monticello, IA 52310 
 Gladys Tholen, 4520 Ford Ave., NW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52405;          

Ph # (319) 390-0750 
Reach out to those who can’t make it to church with a 

card or letter to show we are thinking of them. 

If anyone would like extra prayers, we have a 

prayer group at St Matthew.  If you would like 

to be a part of the prayer group please email 

Rosy at stmatthewmonticello@gmail.com or 

call the office, 465-3262.  As prayer requests 

come in, you will receive an email with infor-

mation on who to pray for. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.clipartxtras.com%2F20b7ebbbc3956f21ea0ef6f06b2c36d7_family-going-to-church-clipart-101-clip-art-going-to-church-clipart-black-and-white_350-250.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fclipartxtras.com%2Fcategori
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An Open Invitation for  
All Members of St. Matthew 

 

 You’re invited to share some coffee and 
 conversation with Pastor Dave.  Simply 
 call or email Pastor Dave to set up a time 
 to visit at your home or at the church 
 office. I’d love to hear from you!  
 

(319) 975-0512 (leave a message)  
pastordaveraemisch@gmail.com     

 
 
: 
 

We are forming a Chime Choir.  Please consid-
er joining our group.  The only qualification is 
that you must love music and contributing to 
worship.  We will start March 8th after the 9:00 
am service.  We will meet in the sanctuary. 
 
For more information contact Marty Scharff at 
563-543-3412. 

WELCA Work Groups for Lenten Suppers 
 
               WELCA Group      WOW Work 
                     Leaders            Groups 

Ash Wednesday            Feb. 26       Ann E.     5 
                 Mar. 4       Barb D.     2 
                 Mar. 11       Lynn G.     4 
No Kids—Spring Break    Mar. 18       Grace Z.     1 
          Mar. 25       Shirley H.     3 
          Apr. 1       Ann E.     6 
          Apr. 8       Barb D.     2 
 
WELCA needs to have 3-4 people for each meal.  WELCA will provide 
Soup, Sandwiches (peanut butter & jelly; ham & cheese; or egg salad) 
and desserts or fruit.  WOW work groups will assist with prep & clean-
up. 
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stmatthewmonticello@gmail.com 
Visit our website to see what’s new 

Echoes, Links to Sermons 
Church Council Meetings 

Wow News 
And so much more! 

Monticello public access Channel 4  has 
church services broadcast on 
Fridays at 10AM and Sundays 
at 9AM.  Visit our website for 
links to more sermons and 
services.   

All women are invited to WELCA meetings and activi-
ties.  Please join us in the Education Unit.   
  
• Prayer Shaw Ministry:  Monday, February 10th 

@ 1:00 PM in the Library 
• Hope Circle: Tuesday, February 11th @ 9:00 am 
• Ruth Circle: Wednesday, February 12th @ 1:30 pm 
• Sewing Circle: Wednesday, February 19th @ 1:30 pm.  

Women’s Evening Bible Study:  The 
Women’s Evening  Bible Study group will 
meet after the WOW service at 6:50 in the 

church basement. 

BACK BY  
POPULAR DEMAND 

 

ADULT BUNCO PARTY 
Sunday, March 15 

4 pm—approx. 7 pm 
Church Basement 

BABY CARE/PERSONAL CARE KITS 

During February & March we will be collecting items for 
baby care kits and personal care kits.  Check your WELCA 
book for lists.  The kits will be assembled and delivered in 
April. 

  
Thank you for supporting this mission. 

 
Grace Zimmerman 

Kathy Gerdes 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fimg%2F726801.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fchurch-women-cliparts.html&docid=u6yS8dmxIsHTLM&tbnid=d1f_KgNBlo4csM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwiWzNqn5YraAhVJ5oMKHZ6oAl84rAIQMyhZMF
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