U.S. Secretary of
Housing & Urban Development
Marcia L. Fudge

–
–

,

Kansas City has secured a $5.0 M federal grant to reconstruct and upgrade the intersection
of the Paseo Blvd and Independence Blvd. This federal grant, combined with funds from the
GO Bond infrastructure program, will provide the necessary funding for this important
intersection improvement project.
The Paseo Gateway Intersection project will realign the Paseo Blvd at the intersection and
will also remove the MoDOT Cliff Drive Bridge and replace it with a new signalized
intersection. Improvements will include an enclosed storm drainage system, stormwater
detention facilities, roadway lighting, new traffic signals, sidewalks, bike trails, and
decorative lighting. Dedicated left turns will be added to Independence Ave. Once
completed, this project will substantially improve traffic safety and enhance traffic flow in
the Paseo Gateway community.
Project Timeline: Construction start in Fall 2021 and completed by Fall 2023
Project Funding: $5 million Federal STP Grant and $7 Million in KC G.O. Bond funds
Total Project Cost: $12 Million

1.

Independence Plaza Park

2.

Samuel Rodgers Healthy Living Campus

3.

Streetscape and Placemaking

4.

Commercial Façade Improvement Program

5.

Homeowner Repair Program

The CCI Plan includes physical improvements to Independence Plaza Park — a I .73-acreCity owned park divided into two parts — one half located on the north side of
Independence Boulevard, and the other half on the south. Two replacement housing sites
surround the north side of the park, as well as a high performing charter school that
children of Chouteau Courts attend. Though central to the housing plan, the park is
currently underutilized and is a crime hotspot in the neighborhood due to the proximity of a
neighboring liquor store. The City will continue to own and maintain improvements made to
Independence Plaza Park.
Project Timeline: Construction will begin in Summer 2021
Total CCI funds: $800,000
Total Project Cost: $935,000

Samuel U. Rodgers Health Center is planning to add a beautiful park space on their
property and a new community building directly adjacent to the final Choice
Neighborhood housing phase, Sam Rodgers Place. CCI funds will help support the new
park and the commercial space and will be an incredible community amenity. Sam
Rodgers Place, the new park, the existing health center and the new community facing
building comprise the Sam Rodgers Healthy Living Campus.

Project Timeline: Anticipated groundbreaking is in late 2021 or early 2022
Total CCI funds: $1,335,000
Total Project Cost: $1,585,000

The plan includes commercial improvements through the creation of a storefront façade
grant program for existing business, property owners, and funding for tenant buildout at
Pendleton ArtsBlock. The storefront façade improvement program targets businesses along
the neighborhood's main commercial corridor — Independence Boulevard. This program is
administered by the Northeast Chamber of Commerce of Kansas City, MO. In addition, the
first-floor of Pendleton ArtsBlock has been improved and set aside to provide resident artists
an entrepreneurial opportunity to participate in a startup residency program. This
art focused program is a partnership between the developer and the Charlotte Street
Foundation, who is instrumental in providing support and catalytic opportunities for Kansas
City-based arts initiatives, entrepreneurs, and collaborative groups in their earliest stages of
development.
Project Timeline: Commercial Façade construction estimated to start Summer 2022
Total CCI funds: $220,000
Total Project Cost: $340,000

A homeowner repair program is currently underway, offering single-family homeowners
grants to make exterior improvements to their property. There are approximately 30 to 40
single family homes targeted for improvements under the program. Westside Housing
Organization, a local nonprofit CDC administers the program. Funds will be used for overall
physical exterior improvements to prevent further deterioration, increase neighborhood
confidence, and encourage additional development within the community. Choice
Neighborhoods funds will not be used for interior household improvements.
Project Timeline: Construction currently underway (May 2021)
Total CCI funds: $700,000
Total Project Cost: $950,000

Placemaking initiatives and preliminary design for streetscape improvements in support of
the City’s Complete Streets ordinance are currently underway. These improvements will
enhance neighborhood connectivity while creating a vibrant, active and healthier area with
focus on and around the 8th and Woodland corridor in support of the new CNI housing
developments.
Project Timeline: Construction planned for late 2021
Total CCI funds: $700,000
Total Project Cost: $1,140,000

