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About The Guide

Our concept can save the high costs of asking.

This guide is created for those who want their donations to have the 

greatest possible impact. It explains how to use our Donation Planner tool 

and help you make informed decisions about your charity giving.

This guide is fully independent and created by a team of retired financial 

advisors and consultants who believe we can positively impact the way 

Australians give to charity. 

You may not realise it, but each time a charity contacts you 
for a donation – be this by phone, mail, email or on the 
street or shopping centre – there are high costs it incurs, 
often through outsourcing this function to a third party.  

This is the cost of charities “asking” for your donation, and 
research shows this cost can average 40% or more of your 
donation1 ... just to get your donation to their front door, 
NOT including the charity’s own internal costs of running 
the charity! Because most donations currently come from 
“being asked”, you can’t blame charities for continually 
asking.  And with over 50,000 registered charities, that’s a 
lot of asking. 
It’s frustrating, expensive, and confusing for donors. 

About

The problem:

1. “Street fundraisers raised more than $120m for Australian charities, report reveals.” ABC News Article by Kevin 
Nguyen, 4 January, 2019.
“...charities received an average return of $2.30 for every $1 invested into face-to-face fundraising last year. The 
calculations were gathered... by the PFRA- an industry body which represents major charities and fundraising groups.”
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Giving factsheet

Giving factsheet

40%
By donating ahead of being 
asked, and donating 
directly, you ensure you do 
not lose, on average,
of every dollar 
that you donate to 
charities.

$12.5bn 

50,000There are over 
registered charities in Australia 
for you to choose from. They 
range from very large to very 
small.

Australians like you donated
to charity1

If more of these donations are 
Planned rather than spontaneous , 
they can save high costs for the 
charity sector and allow YOU to 
make a greater impact!

1 Philanthropy Australia Factsheet quoting research from  Government commissioned Giving Australia 2016

But currently MOST DONORS give 
spontaneously (that is, when asked) so charities have to 
incur these costs of asking.

We want to change that.
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Our solution.

Our solution

We make it easy to:
• Plan Ahead... saving charities the high 

costs of asking; 
• Give Recurring ... saving charities the costs 

of continually re-asking; and
• Give Direct ... saving intermediary and 

platform costs.

It’s called Flexible Planned Giving. 

Charities prefer Flexible Planned Giving
because not only does it help them save 
these high costs of asking and re-asking, but 
recurring donations mean more predictable 
fund flow, enabling charities to do even more 
good work.

It’s Flexible because you can change or stop 
donations whenever you want.



Invest2Donate

HOW EXACTLY... DO WE HELP YOU?

Our Solution

Well apart from educating donors about the 
high costs of asking for donations, we provide a 
Free and Simple-To-Use Donation Planner Tool 
that will help you:
• calculate an annual “giving” budget;
• select your charities (if you need help 

picking a good one... we can help there too); 
and 

• link you directly to your charity’s website to 
set up recurring donations (for charities that 
offer that option)... with no middleman and 
no costs of asking.

It will even let you record a summary of  your 
portfolio of charities.

In simple terms, we help you stitch together 
your personal giving plan, ahead of being 
asked...a simple way to save you and your 
charities loads of money.

You can download  our Donation Planner on our 
website under the Donation Planner Tab, and 
what follows is a guide as to how to use it.
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Step 1: Calculating your “Giving” Budget

Choosing a donation amount doesn’t need to be difficult. 

Typically Australians give less than 2% of their taxable income 

to charities, while in the US  the percentage is closer to 5%. 

To start, just add your annual giving amount in Step 1.

This will be the  amount you can subsequently split amongst 

the charities you prefer.

Calculating your Giving Budget
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There are lots of charities, so selecting one can be tough.

If you know your charities, just click on any of the vacant lines 1-10 in step 2 

and you’ll be able to Google-search your charity and locate its Donate options. 

Need help selecting? Non-profit, ChangePath*, has collaborated with us to help 

you decide which charities best in any particular area.. By clicking on its web 

address in Step 2, you can access the ChangePath Charity Guide and with a few 

simple clicks, narrow down the options, making choosing a charity much easier. 

To help get you thinking about some of the main areas in which to donate, 

here’s a broad list to consider:

• Australian v International

• Health

• Education

• Social Justice and Issues

• Culture and the Arts

• Emergency Relief

* ChangePath is a separate and unconnected charity to Invest2Donate. Uers of 
their site ought rely on  their own enquiries.

Choosing Charities

Step 2: Choosing Charities

• Poverty Reduction

• Religion

• The Environment

• Animal Welfare

• Sports
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Step 3: Allocate amongst your charities

Once you’ve selected 

your charities you 

can allocate a %  amongst 

your chosen charities in Step 3.

It will then calculate annual and monthly dollar amounts to 

make it easy for you to set up recurring annual or monthly 

donations. 

Allocating  & Setting up Recurring 
donations

Step 4:  Set up Recurring donations

The important thing is that it is RECURRING so the charity 

knows it can rely on the funds and doesn’t need to  spend the 

high costs of asking  and re-asking for donations.

It doesn’t matter if you set 

your recurring  donations for 

weekly, fortnightly, monthly, 

quarterly, half-yearly or 

annually. 
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Step 5:  Record your good work

The option exists for you to list your Charities alongside 

your allocated amounts and add the start date for each 

charitable donation.

You can then save that copy to your computer or print 

out a version for your records.

Because you have downloaded our Donation Planner 

Tool, any information is on your computer only... not 

saved on a central data base or in the cloud..

So you can be assured of confidentiality and privacy.

Once downloaded our Donation Planner Tool is for your 

eyes only.

Record
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Step 6: Your Feedback is crucial

Ours is a new concept, one we hope will change the way 

donors donate to charity.

It’s not rocket science just common sense and a simple Tool to 

change peoples giving behaviour.

For it to thrive we need your Feedback via this 60 sec survey.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3GPZJ27
Any other thoughts comments are welcome...just email us:

info@invest2donate.org.au

Together...well, just about anything is possible.

FEEDBACK...

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3GPZJ27
http://info@invest2donate.org.au
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Helpful Resources

ChangePath is a clever online charity selector quiz. It provides a list 

of over 900 charities operating in Australia  which it has researched 

and reviewed .It offers to help you select charities that best meet 

your needs. Each charity on the website is rated on their 

transparency, finances and privacy policy. You can access their 

Charity Guide, below or within Step 2 of our Donation Planner Tool

https://www.changepath.com.au/guide.php

The ACNC Charity Register contains information about Australia's 

registered charities. It is free to search and is available to everyone. 

Each listing on the Charity Register shows details about a charity and 

its purposes, the names of the people involved in running the 

charity, as well as financial information and annual reporting. It also 

notes if the ACNC has taken any action against the charity for not 

complying with certain obligations. https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity

https://www.changepath.com.au/guide.php
https://www.acnc.gov.au/charity
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