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Metro

Once couples have tied the 
knot, hit the reception dance floor 
and thanked their friends and fam-
ily for joining them, their thoughts 
might start looking ahead to their 
honeymoons. 

Statistics vary in regard to how 
much couples spend on their hon-
eymoons, but those heading over-
seas can expect to pay thousands 
of dollars on such getaways. Cou-
ples planning their honeymoons 
want to get the most for their 

money while also ensuring their 
first trip together as newlyweds 
is as memorable as possible. The 
destination couples choose can 
go a long way toward making that 
happen, and couples can consider 
various factors as they work to-
gether to choose a locale for their 
honeymoons.

Activity level
Some couples might want their 

honeymoons to be filled with ac-
tivities, while others might prefer 

more low-key trips spent relaxing 
at seaside resorts. Couples can 
discuss which types of trips they 
prefer and be willing to compro-
mise if their desires differ. 

Travel
Some couples may prefer to 

travel throughout their honey-
moons, while others may want to 
stay at the same resort for the du-
ration of their trips. Couples who 
want to travel may find a back-
packing trip to Europe is a roman-

tic way to indulge their sense of 
adventure, while those who prefer 
something more quiet may find a 
beach resort more to their liking.

Budget
Budget is a strong consider-

ation for many couples as they 
plan their honeymoons. Because 
honeymoons can be expensive, 
couples who donÕ t want to sacri-
fice on their first trip together as 
a married couple can begin plan-
ning their trips early, even look-

ing for ways to cut costs on their 
ceremonies and receptions if their 
honeymoons are a bigger priority. 

When planning their honey-
moons, couples also can take steps 
to save money. For example, de-
laying a trip until a few months 
after the wedding can help covers 
get back on their financial feet and 
enjoy their dream getaways. Cou-
ples visiting resorts also may want 
to opt for all-inclusive packages, 
which can provide great value, 
particularly on food and beverag-
es.

Choose the Best a Honeymoon Destination

CouplesÕ  wedding days are momentous occasions, and 
couples want their memories of the day they tied the knot 
to endure long after the final guest has departed.

Weddings can be amazing, but they only last a few hours. 
Memories can be forever if they are effectively document-
ed. The following are some ways for couples to permanent-
ly memorialize their wedding days.

¥  Dry the bouquet. Wedding bouquets can be freeze-
dried and/or chemically preserved so that the colors, tex-
tures and the volume of the blooms can appear just as 
vibrant as they were on couplesÕ  wedding days. After pres-
ervation, the bouquet can be displayed in a vase or in a spe-
cially prepared shadow box with other mementos.

¥  Create a custom locket. Brides can wear a piece of 
their wedding gown day after day with a custom necklace 
or locket. All they need to do is trim a small piece of the 

lace or other embellishment from the gown and enclose it 
in the locket. Jewelry designers also may be able to convert 
a section of the gown pattern into metal through a casting 
process.

¥  Have guests sign the label. Purchase a special bottle 
of wine or champagne and ask guests to sign the label or 
the bottle itself. Store the bottle until a special occasion, 
such as a memorable anniversary, and then toast to a happy 
marriage.

¥  Make a cake replica. Ask an artist to make a minia-
ture replica of the wedding cake out of pottery. Put the clay 
cake out for display or ask for it to be made small enough 
to serve as a Christmas tree ornament.

¥  Create bouquet jewelry. Encapsulate favorite wedding 
flowers into a resin pendant, bracelet or earrings.

¥  Frame the invitation. Display the wedding invitation in 

a beautiful frame with custom matting. 
¥  Revisit the site. On their anniversaries, couples can 

visit their ceremony site or have brunch or dinner at the 
venue where the reception took place. Take an Ò afterÓ  pic-
ture to display with the Ò beforeÓ  shot from the wedding 
day.

¥  Make an invitation ornament. Cut the wedding invi-
tation into strips and place it inside of a hollow glass orna-
ment. Seal the top and hang with a ribbon.

¥  Design a greeting card scrapbook. Turn all of those 
special handwritten messages and well-wishes into a scrap-
book so that memories can be revisited time and again.

The planning may take months and the wedding mere 
hours, but well-documented wedding day memories can 
last forever...

Find Creative Ways to Preserve Your Wedding Memories

Tricks Add Ease to Wedding Planning

Metro

Brides and grooms understandably feel a 
little stress when planning their weddings. 
Adding to the pressure is the fact that, ac-
cording to a WeddingWire.com report, the 
average couple in their 30s spends $32,000 
on their wedding. That is a lot of money rid-

ing on one day.
But planning a wedding can be even 

more fun than it is stressful, especially for 
those couples who employ a few tricks of 
the wedding planning trade.

1. Fake the cake. Save some money by 
asking the bakery cake artist to decorate a 

foam-tiered Ò mockÓ  cake for pictures and 
display, and serve guests from an inexpen-
sive sheet cake in the kitchen.

2. Use labels. Once the guest list is final-
ized, create a database of guestsÕ  address-
es. Print out two sets of labels: One for 
addressing the invitations and the other to 
address the thank-you cards.

3. RSVP tricks: Number the back of 
RSVP cards and correspond the numbers 
to the guest list. If one or more responses 
is illegible, refer to the number to figure it 
out.

4. Embrace inexpensive decor. Dollar 
stores and craft stores are great places to 
find inexpensive decorative items. Emp-
ty wine bottles can be painted or glazed 
to serve as vases. Candle lanterns can be 
picked up at low cost at many retailers.

5. Create an email address. To have all 
of the wedding-related details in one place, 
create a separate email address exclusively 
for wedding correspondence. 

6. Use veil weights. These weights can be 
sewn into veils to prevent fly-aways during 
outdoor ceremonies or photoshoots.

7. Keep bugs at bay. Spray chair and re-
ception table legs with insect repellent. 
Dryer sheets also can be tucked into incon-

spicuous spots to keep bugs away.
8. Save money on favors. Unless the favor 

is something to eat or something especially 
practical, you may consider skipping the fa-
vors altogether, as many guests tend to for-
get to take them home anyway.

9. Use page markers for seating. Use 
multicolored, self-sticking page markers 
to create easy seating arrangements. Each 
color can represent a category: His, Hers, 
Friends, Work.

10. Make a photo clothesline. A clev-
er and inexpensive idea is to pin photos of 
the couple to a string, cataloguing how they 
met and their time together leading up to 
the wedding.

11. Use loose flower centerpieces. Loose 
flowers in a vase are easier to sort and trans-
port home for guests who want a memento. 
Make precut butcherÕ s paper or cellophane 
available to make bouquets.

12. Stock up on string lights. Lights can 
be wrapped around trees outdoors, strung 
indoors around windows or draped along 
buffet tables to create a romantic ambiance.

Weddings can be expensive and stressful; 
therefore, couples can use all the tips they 
can to corral their expenses and tame their 
nerves.

Some brides may feel behold-
en to the color white on their 
wedding days, at least in regard 
to their gowns. Those who do 
often embrace the opportunity 
to showcase their personal styles 
and set the mood for their nup-
tials by embracing various colors 
throughout their ceremonies and 
receptions.

Color can be a critical compo-
nent when establishing the am-
biance for a wedding. Color can 
evoke certain moods and set the 

tone for the day. Some colors 
work better together than others, 
so while choosing a color scheme 
may seem like an easy undertak-
ing, some couples may find it re-
quires more careful consideration 
than they first imagined. 

Colors can come from any-
where, but many couples try to co-
ordinate their color schemes with 
the season in which the wedding 
takes place. In fact, couples who 
are finding it difficult to decide 
on a palette can look to seasonal 

colors for inspiration. For exam-
ple, pastels and blooming flowers 
can set the scene for spring wed-
dings, while jewel tones and rich 
reds and greens may be fitting for 
winter ceremonies. 

Some couples opt for more 
loosely defined color palettes, 
such as neutral and natural colors. 
Country and garden weddings 
can borrow ideas from the land-
scape, with natural linens paired 
with wildflowers. Using whites, 
grays and beiges enables couples 

to add a pop of color without 
overwhelming the setting.

Brides magazine suggests that 
couples avoid choosing too many 
colors. A maximum of three with 
one metallic can ensure that 
things look cohesive without be-
ing over-the-top. Also, brides and 
grooms neednÕ t feel pressured by 
the Ò hotÓ  colors of the moment. 
As with clothing and hairstyles, 
trends change. It is better to se-
lect colors that will stand the test 
of time and look good for years to 

come.
Couples may have to incorpo-

rate colors already at their wed-
ding venues into their style. For-
tunately many reception sites are 
outfitted in neutral tones to en-
able customization. 

Couples should not be afraid 
to take some chances with their 
color palettes, especially if they 
want to make a bold and modern 
statement.

A Hue Decision – Choosing Wedding Color Palettes



Metro

Couples are increasing-
ly bucking long-established 
trends to make weddings 
uniquely their own. One of 
todayÕ s more popular tradi-
tion-busting trends is not ad-
hering to gender lines when 
couples select friends and fam-
ily members for their wedding 
parties.

Until recently, the vast ma-
jority of wedding couples se-
lected members of the same 
sex to fill the roles needed for 
the ceremony and reception. 
For example, grooms would 
choose fellow males to serve as 
their groomsmen while brides 
choose other females for their 
bridal parties. The wedding re-
source The Knot says the days 
of having men on one side and 
women on the other are gone. 
Coed wedding parties enable 
brides and grooms to have 
their favorite people by their 

side, regardless of gender.
According to The Daily 

Mail, over the past year, wed-
dings across Australia and oth-
er areas of the world have seen 
a rise in Ò groomswomenÓ  and 
Ò bridesmen,Ó  blurring the lines 
of wedding traditions. Couples 
have often said that choosing 
whomever they desire to stand 
beside them during the wed-
ding is more authentic than 
separating people simply be-
cause of gender.

Take for example a groom-
to-be who is especially close 
to his sister. Such siblings 
may serve as bridesmaids, but 
grooms may want to have their 
sisters by their sides on their 
big day. 

Foregoing gender roles may 
make for a unique, customized 
wedding. However, it does cre-
ate the question of what wed-
ding party members will wear. 
Again, there are no firm rules, 

but coordination can make for 
better photos. A woman stand-
ing on the groomÕ s side can co-
ordinate with the color of the 
bridemaids dresses, but wear 
a different style. Or she can 
wear a dress that matches the 
color of the groomsmenÕ s suits. 
A man standing with the bride 
can have accessories, such as 
tie, vest and pocket square, 
that match bridesmaid dresses.

One of the areas where mix-
ing and matching genders may 
get a tad sticky is with older, 
more traditional guests. They 
may not understand the free-
dom of choice in the wedding. 
However, couples can discuss 
their bridal parties to select 
people who they think might 
prefer couples adhere to tra-
dition. 

Another possible snag is 
with bachelorette parties and 
bachelor parties. A solution to 
this dilemma may be to simply 
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Newly engaged couples may experience 
an array of emotions when they sit down to 
plan their weddings. Some couples cannot 
wait to jump into planning and want to cat-
alog every aspect of the process, while oth-
ers may proceed with caution because they 
donÕ t know what to expect Ñ  particularly in 
regard to cost.

Many couples find it difficult to create 
their wedding budgets because they have 
no previous experience to draw on. The 
wedding planning advisor CostofWedding.
com indicates the average wedding cost in 
the United States is $26,720, with most peo-
ple spending between $20,000 and $34,000. 
Seventh Heaven Event Catering states 
that, in Canada, the average wedding costs 
around $30,000. Such costs can vary greatly 
depending on couplesÕ  preferences, includ-
ing where they hope to tie the knot. 

By breaking down wedding expenses, 
couples can get a clearer picture of how 
much they may need to pay for their wed-
dings and where they may need to cut costs. 

¥  Reception site: According to The Knot, 
a premiere wedding planning resource, 
couples can expect their receptions to eat 
up the largest chunk of their wedding bud-
gets. Wedding reception venues may cost 
between $10,000 and $15,000. The aver-
age price for catering per person is roughly 
$70. Bar service may be around $2,000 for 
a three- to four-hour party. Some reception 
sites combine the room cost with the food 
and beverage costs, while others have ˆ  la 
carte fees.

¥  Cake: Wedding cakes tend to be mul-
titiered intricate designs, so they will cost 
more than birthday cakes. According to 
Statistics Brain, wedding dessert will come 
in around $390.

¥  Music: The Knot says wedding bands 
cost around $3,500, which is more than 
twice as much as hiring a deejay ($1,200). 
Soloists or ceremony musicians may cost 
around $650.

¥  Wedding planner: Many couples em-
ploy wedding planners to make planning 

their weddings easier. Wedding planners 
cost an average of $1,300, says Thumbtack, 
a company that matches professionals with 
people who require their services.

¥  Transportation: Limousines and other 
transportation prices vary depending on the 
vehicle(s) couples choose. The Knot notes 
that budgeting between $400 and $500 for 
transportation might be wise.

¥  Wedding gown: Brides-to-be should 
expect their gowns to cost around $1,100 
and the veil or headpiece to be roughly 
$120, according to the Association of Brid-
al Consultants.

¥  Photography and Video: Preserving 
wedding day memories costs around $2,800 
for video and photography services, based 
on data from Statistics Brain.

The smaller details, such as accessories, 
gifts, officiant fees, stationery, spa services, 
and favors can quickly add up as well. Cou-
ples should be sure to leave some wiggle 
room in their budgets for incidental expens-
es that may pop up.

What to Expect When You’re 
Expecting a Huge Ceremony

Wedding Costs

Metro

Ensuring an event goes on with minimal 
hiccups takes patience and thorough plan-
ning. This is especially true for weddings, 
when many elements must merge together 
for a memorable day. TodayÕ s couples have 
a bevy of new resources at their disposal to 
facilitate wedding planning. 

The internet makes vetting vendors and 
reading reviews that much easier, but wed-
ding-related apps also can simplify wedding 
planning. The following are some top picks 
as culled by Wedding Shoppe, Inc., The 
Knot and Lifehacker.

¥  Wedding Spot: Couples can search for 
their ideal wedding venue based on location, 
budget, styles, and capacity. The website en-
ables users to plan their ideal weddings and 
get cost estimates based on guest list and op-
tions. Users also can access discounts and ex-
clusive deals.

¥  Wedding LookBook: This app en-
ables couples to browse through thousands 
of dresses, accessories, jewelry, and much 
more. The app will help customers find prod-
ucts in their area.

• Shutterfly: This photo, invitation and 
image-sharing tool can be an inexpensive 
place to create save-the-date stationery, invi-
tations, and photo memory books.

¥  Appy Couple: This app and website 
helps couples manage their budgets, time-
lines, wedding parties, and seating charts, 

while also allowing them to share photos. 
There is a free version and basic packages 
that allow access to more features.

¥  iWedding Deluxe: In addition to man-
aging timelines, to-do lists and vendors, this 
app offers inspiration ideas for gowns, man-
ages and tracks gifts, and offers first dance 
suggestions from iTunes. However, it is only 
available to iPhone users.

¥  AllSeated: This tool can help couples 
figure out seating arrangements by creat-
ing 3D floor plans of the event, and couples 
can pull contacts from email and social net-
works to establish a guest list. If floor plans 
are unavailable in their database, they can be 
drawn.

¥  The KnotÕ s Marketplace: With the click 
of a button, couples can search for wedding 
vendors in all different categories, read re-
views, and directly connect with those busi-
nesses.

¥  HitchSwitch: Brides or grooms who may 
be changing their names can do so in one 
convenient place. Three different packages 
cater to various name-changing needs.

¥  Vistaprint: These stationery specialists 
offer an array of services, from cards to in-
vitations to personalized envelopes. Once a 
design is chosen, Vistaprint will offer add-on 
suggestions for coordinating items, helping 
to create a cohesive look for the festivities.

Wedding websites, apps and more can 
streamline wedding planning.

Wedding Tools Simplify Planning

Looking Beyond Gender for Modern Wedding Parties

organize a getaway weekend for the 
entire bridal party, and not sepa-
rate parties for each side.

Couples are increasingly devi-

ating from tradition for their wed-
dings by looking beyond gender 
when picking wedding party mem-
bers.

Since Ancient Roman times, June has 
been a popular month for couples to tie 
the knot. The monthÕ s namesake, the 
goddess Juno, was said to be the protec-
tor of women in every aspect, but most 
notably in regard to marriage and child-
bearing. Therefore, it made sense to get 
married and take the first step toward 
creating a family in June. For practi-
cal reasons, June also has been a prime 
month for marriage because the month 
is neither especially hot nor especially 
cold in many areas of the world. While 
dressed in formalwear - whether having 
an outdoor wedding or an indoor one 
- no one wants to be overheated or un-
comfortably cold.

While June is a still a popular month 
to get married, autumn, in particular the 
months of September and October, has 
overtaken summer as the most popular 
wedding season. Warmer-than-average 
temperatures in autumn over the last few 
years as well as a dazzling display of nat-
ural color help make the fall a popular 
time for nuptials.

What’s the 
Most Popular 
Wedding Month?
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Rustic 
Bouquets 
Add Natural 
Flair to 
Wedding 
Celebrations

Couples opting to get back to basics, streamline their 
nuptials and create more intimate and less superficial af-
fairs often gravitate toward rustic celebrations to show-
case their ideals. Rustic weddings also may appeal to 
environmentalists and men and women who want their 
weddings to be as eco-friendly as possible.

Rustic weddings may include those ceremonies and re-
ceptions that take place outdoors or in abodes, such as 
barns, wineries, castles, or converted silos or town facto-
ries. In fact, Bridal Guide says that barn weddings have 
never been more popular — among both urban and rural 
couples alike.

Coordinating a rustic wedding may mean letting go of 
perceived notions of how everything from food to favors 
to flowers should be. In fact, one way to describe rustic 
weddings — and especially the floral arrangements that 
adorn them — is “purposely imperfect.”

Rustic wedding bouquets may seem like they were 
plucked right out of the garden or grabbed through a 
stroll in a meadow. They’re rarely symmetrical or feature 
the customary flowers of more formal wedding celebra-
tions. 

When designing rustic bouquets, florists may keep the 
stems of wildflowers or other blooms untethered for a re-
laxed feel. Long stemmed arrangements are quite popu-
lar, and trends point toward bouquets that are loosely tied 
with raffia, twine, vines and other natural materials rather 
than more refined ribbon. 

Another way rustic bouquets set themselves apart is 
with the introduction of other elements into the arrange-
ments. Not merely blooms and greenery, rustic pieces 
may feature twigs, vines, berries, scabiosa pods, ivy, and 
feathery ferns. The heights of elements in the bouquet are 
varied, and the bouquets will not have an overly uniform 
shape. Rustic bouquets are far from pretentious, and 
brides shouldn’t feel that these bouquets are delicate or 
will fall apart when handled.

When planning a rustic wedding, couples can work with 
their florists to create bouquets and arrangements that fit 
with their visions.

Metro

Couples who choose to write 
their own wedding vows recognize 
how special such personal ges-
tures are. Writing one’s own vows 
can impart a personalized and 
special touch to the ceremony. But 
as anyone who has stared down a 
blank piece of paper or blinking 
cursor can attest, a case of writer’s 
block may encourage couples to 
abandon the idea of writing their 
own vows.

Writing vows can be 
nerve-wracking. Many couples 
are unaccustomed to speaking in 
front of crowds, and then there is 
the challenge of turning life-alter-
ing feelings into language that will 
appeal to the masses. 

But couples struggling with 
their vows need not throw in the 
vow-writing towel. With some 
practice and guidance, anyone can 
write cherished vows that will be 
remembered for all of the right 
reasons for years to come.

• Skip the schtick. Jokes may 
pop up in speeches throughout 
the evening, but wedding vows 
can be your chance to truly speak 

from the heart. Humor may come 
across as insincerity. Rather, list 
the words that describe your feel-
ings for your future spouse, and 
build on that. 

• Tell a story. If you need inspi-
ration, look to a moment in your 
relationship when you really knew 
this was the person with whom 
you wanted to share your life. Re-
lay the story, but keep it brief. Try 
to be as specific as possible, and 
recognize that it’s acceptable to be 
playful with your words. When it’s 
really coming from the heart and 
not the head, you’ll know it.

• Borrow from traditional 
words. Take traditional vows and 
tweak them to make them your 
own. This works especially well 
for those who have trouble get-
ting started or are unsure of which 
format to follow. Incorporate key 
words, such as “partners,” “love,” 
“friends,” “joy,” and “forever.”

• Be sure the officiant is on 
board. Depending on the type of 
ceremony, the officiant may have 
final say over what can or cannot 
be included in your vows. Reli-
gious ceremonies, for example, 

may be limited to certain scripture 
readings and traditional vows. Be-
fore you devote any time to writing 
vows, ensure that it’s alright to in-
clude them. Otherwise, save per-
sonalized sentiments for a special 
toast at the wedding reception.

¥  Decide on a mutual struc-
ture for the vows. If you and your 
spouse will not be writing the vows 
together, agree on a format that 
you both will follow. Otherwise, 
you might be writing about your 

unending love, and he or she may 
be promising to keep updated on 
favorite sports teams or television 
programs. You want the tone and 
style of the vows to be cohesive.

• Dig deeper. Look into the 
future and project how you hope 
your life to be in 10 or 20 years. 
Explain all of the reasons you want 
to be together for the duration.

• Read the vows several times. 
Read over your work and make 
sure the language is clear and 

there are no glaring errors. It may 
take a few versions to get the final 
version right where you want it.

• Get a second opinion. Ask 
someone you trust to listen to 
the vows and offer feedback. This 
needs to be a person who will be 
honest and not just tell you what 
you want to hear.

Personalized vows can add an 
extra special touch to wedding 
ceremonies.

Treat Guests to Personalized Vows
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¥  Decide on a mutual struc-
ture for the vows. If you and your 
spouse will not be writing the vows 
together, agree on a format that 
you both will follow. Otherwise, 
you might be writing about your 

unending love, and he or she may 
be promising to keep updated on 
favorite sports teams or television 
programs. You want the tone and 
style of the vows to be cohesive.

• Dig deeper. Look into the 
future and project how you hope 
your life to be in 10 or 20 years. 
Explain all of the reasons you want 
to be together for the duration.

• Read the vows several times. 
Read over your work and make 
sure the language is clear and 

there are no glaring errors. It may 
take a few versions to get the final 
version right where you want it.

• Get a second opinion. Ask 
someone you trust to listen to 
the vows and offer feedback. This 
needs to be a person who will be 
honest and not just tell you what 
you want to hear.

Personalized vows can add an 
extra special touch to wedding 
ceremonies.

Treat Guests to Personalized Vows



Metro

Couples are increasing-
ly bucking long-established 
trends to make weddings 
uniquely their own. One of 
todayÕ s more popular tradi-
tion-busting trends is not ad-
hering to gender lines when 
couples select friends and fam-
ily members for their wedding 
parties.

Until recently, the vast ma-
jority of wedding couples se-
lected members of the same 
sex to fill the roles needed for 
the ceremony and reception. 
For example, grooms would 
choose fellow males to serve as 
their groomsmen while brides 
choose other females for their 
bridal parties. The wedding re-
source The Knot says the days 
of having men on one side and 
women on the other are gone. 
Coed wedding parties enable 
brides and grooms to have 
their favorite people by their 

side, regardless of gender.
According to The Daily 

Mail, over the past year, wed-
dings across Australia and oth-
er areas of the world have seen 
a rise in Ò groomswomenÓ  and 
Ò bridesmen,Ó  blurring the lines 
of wedding traditions. Couples 
have often said that choosing 
whomever they desire to stand 
beside them during the wed-
ding is more authentic than 
separating people simply be-
cause of gender.

Take for example a groom-
to-be who is especially close 
to his sister. Such siblings 
may serve as bridesmaids, but 
grooms may want to have their 
sisters by their sides on their 
big day. 

Foregoing gender roles may 
make for a unique, customized 
wedding. However, it does cre-
ate the question of what wed-
ding party members will wear. 
Again, there are no firm rules, 

but coordination can make for 
better photos. A woman stand-
ing on the groomÕ s side can co-
ordinate with the color of the 
bridemaids dresses, but wear 
a different style. Or she can 
wear a dress that matches the 
color of the groomsmenÕ s suits. 
A man standing with the bride 
can have accessories, such as 
tie, vest and pocket square, 
that match bridesmaid dresses.

One of the areas where mix-
ing and matching genders may 
get a tad sticky is with older, 
more traditional guests. They 
may not understand the free-
dom of choice in the wedding. 
However, couples can discuss 
their bridal parties to select 
people who they think might 
prefer couples adhere to tra-
dition. 

Another possible snag is 
with bachelorette parties and 
bachelor parties. A solution to 
this dilemma may be to simply 
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Newly engaged couples may experience 
an array of emotions when they sit down to 
plan their weddings. Some couples cannot 
wait to jump into planning and want to cat-
alog every aspect of the process, while oth-
ers may proceed with caution because they 
donÕ t know what to expect Ñ  particularly in 
regard to cost.

Many couples find it difficult to create 
their wedding budgets because they have 
no previous experience to draw on. The 
wedding planning advisor CostofWedding.
com indicates the average wedding cost in 
the United States is $26,720, with most peo-
ple spending between $20,000 and $34,000. 
Seventh Heaven Event Catering states 
that, in Canada, the average wedding costs 
around $30,000. Such costs can vary greatly 
depending on couplesÕ  preferences, includ-
ing where they hope to tie the knot. 

By breaking down wedding expenses, 
couples can get a clearer picture of how 
much they may need to pay for their wed-
dings and where they may need to cut costs. 

¥  Reception site: According to The Knot, 
a premiere wedding planning resource, 
couples can expect their receptions to eat 
up the largest chunk of their wedding bud-
gets. Wedding reception venues may cost 
between $10,000 and $15,000. The aver-
age price for catering per person is roughly 
$70. Bar service may be around $2,000 for 
a three- to four-hour party. Some reception 
sites combine the room cost with the food 
and beverage costs, while others have ˆ  la 
carte fees.

¥  Cake: Wedding cakes tend to be mul-
titiered intricate designs, so they will cost 
more than birthday cakes. According to 
Statistics Brain, wedding dessert will come 
in around $390.

¥  Music: The Knot says wedding bands 
cost around $3,500, which is more than 
twice as much as hiring a deejay ($1,200). 
Soloists or ceremony musicians may cost 
around $650.

¥  Wedding planner: Many couples em-
ploy wedding planners to make planning 

their weddings easier. Wedding planners 
cost an average of $1,300, says Thumbtack, 
a company that matches professionals with 
people who require their services.

¥  Transportation: Limousines and other 
transportation prices vary depending on the 
vehicle(s) couples choose. The Knot notes 
that budgeting between $400 and $500 for 
transportation might be wise.

¥  Wedding gown: Brides-to-be should 
expect their gowns to cost around $1,100 
and the veil or headpiece to be roughly 
$120, according to the Association of Brid-
al Consultants.

¥  Photography and Video: Preserving 
wedding day memories costs around $2,800 
for video and photography services, based 
on data from Statistics Brain.

The smaller details, such as accessories, 
gifts, officiant fees, stationery, spa services, 
and favors can quickly add up as well. Cou-
ples should be sure to leave some wiggle 
room in their budgets for incidental expens-
es that may pop up.

What to Expect When You’re 
Expecting a Huge Ceremony

Wedding Costs

Metro

Ensuring an event goes on with minimal 
hiccups takes patience and thorough plan-
ning. This is especially true for weddings, 
when many elements must merge together 
for a memorable day. TodayÕ s couples have 
a bevy of new resources at their disposal to 
facilitate wedding planning. 

The internet makes vetting vendors and 
reading reviews that much easier, but wed-
ding-related apps also can simplify wedding 
planning. The following are some top picks 
as culled by Wedding Shoppe, Inc., The 
Knot and Lifehacker.

¥  Wedding Spot: Couples can search for 
their ideal wedding venue based on location, 
budget, styles, and capacity. The website en-
ables users to plan their ideal weddings and 
get cost estimates based on guest list and op-
tions. Users also can access discounts and ex-
clusive deals.

¥  Wedding LookBook: This app en-
ables couples to browse through thousands 
of dresses, accessories, jewelry, and much 
more. The app will help customers find prod-
ucts in their area.

• Shutterfly: This photo, invitation and 
image-sharing tool can be an inexpensive 
place to create save-the-date stationery, invi-
tations, and photo memory books.

¥  Appy Couple: This app and website 
helps couples manage their budgets, time-
lines, wedding parties, and seating charts, 

while also allowing them to share photos. 
There is a free version and basic packages 
that allow access to more features.

¥  iWedding Deluxe: In addition to man-
aging timelines, to-do lists and vendors, this 
app offers inspiration ideas for gowns, man-
ages and tracks gifts, and offers first dance 
suggestions from iTunes. However, it is only 
available to iPhone users.

¥  AllSeated: This tool can help couples 
figure out seating arrangements by creat-
ing 3D floor plans of the event, and couples 
can pull contacts from email and social net-
works to establish a guest list. If floor plans 
are unavailable in their database, they can be 
drawn.

¥  The KnotÕ s Marketplace: With the click 
of a button, couples can search for wedding 
vendors in all different categories, read re-
views, and directly connect with those busi-
nesses.

¥  HitchSwitch: Brides or grooms who may 
be changing their names can do so in one 
convenient place. Three different packages 
cater to various name-changing needs.

¥  Vistaprint: These stationery specialists 
offer an array of services, from cards to in-
vitations to personalized envelopes. Once a 
design is chosen, Vistaprint will offer add-on 
suggestions for coordinating items, helping 
to create a cohesive look for the festivities.

Wedding websites, apps and more can 
streamline wedding planning.

Wedding Tools Simplify Planning

Looking Beyond Gender for Modern Wedding Parties

organize a getaway weekend for the 
entire bridal party, and not sepa-
rate parties for each side.

Couples are increasingly devi-

ating from tradition for their wed-
dings by looking beyond gender 
when picking wedding party mem-
bers.

Since Ancient Roman times, June has 
been a popular month for couples to tie 
the knot. The monthÕ s namesake, the 
goddess Juno, was said to be the protec-
tor of women in every aspect, but most 
notably in regard to marriage and child-
bearing. Therefore, it made sense to get 
married and take the first step toward 
creating a family in June. For practi-
cal reasons, June also has been a prime 
month for marriage because the month 
is neither especially hot nor especially 
cold in many areas of the world. While 
dressed in formalwear - whether having 
an outdoor wedding or an indoor one 
- no one wants to be overheated or un-
comfortably cold.

While June is a still a popular month 
to get married, autumn, in particular the 
months of September and October, has 
overtaken summer as the most popular 
wedding season. Warmer-than-average 
temperatures in autumn over the last few 
years as well as a dazzling display of nat-
ural color help make the fall a popular 
time for nuptials.

What’s the 
Most Popular 
Wedding Month?
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Once couples have tied the 
knot, hit the reception dance floor 
and thanked their friends and fam-
ily for joining them, their thoughts 
might start looking ahead to their 
honeymoons. 

Statistics vary in regard to how 
much couples spend on their hon-
eymoons, but those heading over-
seas can expect to pay thousands 
of dollars on such getaways. Cou-
ples planning their honeymoons 
want to get the most for their 

money while also ensuring their 
first trip together as newlyweds 
is as memorable as possible. The 
destination couples choose can 
go a long way toward making that 
happen, and couples can consider 
various factors as they work to-
gether to choose a locale for their 
honeymoons.

Activity level
Some couples might want their 

honeymoons to be filled with ac-
tivities, while others might prefer 

more low-key trips spent relaxing 
at seaside resorts. Couples can 
discuss which types of trips they 
prefer and be willing to compro-
mise if their desires differ. 

Travel
Some couples may prefer to 

travel throughout their honey-
moons, while others may want to 
stay at the same resort for the du-
ration of their trips. Couples who 
want to travel may find a back-
packing trip to Europe is a roman-

tic way to indulge their sense of 
adventure, while those who prefer 
something more quiet may find a 
beach resort more to their liking.

Budget
Budget is a strong consider-

ation for many couples as they 
plan their honeymoons. Because 
honeymoons can be expensive, 
couples who donÕ t want to sacri-
fice on their first trip together as 
a married couple can begin plan-
ning their trips early, even look-

ing for ways to cut costs on their 
ceremonies and receptions if their 
honeymoons are a bigger priority. 

When planning their honey-
moons, couples also can take steps 
to save money. For example, de-
laying a trip until a few months 
after the wedding can help covers 
get back on their financial feet and 
enjoy their dream getaways. Cou-
ples visiting resorts also may want 
to opt for all-inclusive packages, 
which can provide great value, 
particularly on food and beverag-
es.

Choose the Best a Honeymoon Destination

CouplesÕ  wedding days are momentous occasions, and 
couples want their memories of the day they tied the knot 
to endure long after the final guest has departed.

Weddings can be amazing, but they only last a few hours. 
Memories can be forever if they are effectively document-
ed. The following are some ways for couples to permanent-
ly memorialize their wedding days.

¥  Dry the bouquet. Wedding bouquets can be freeze-
dried and/or chemically preserved so that the colors, tex-
tures and the volume of the blooms can appear just as 
vibrant as they were on couplesÕ  wedding days. After pres-
ervation, the bouquet can be displayed in a vase or in a spe-
cially prepared shadow box with other mementos.

¥  Create a custom locket. Brides can wear a piece of 
their wedding gown day after day with a custom necklace 
or locket. All they need to do is trim a small piece of the 

lace or other embellishment from the gown and enclose it 
in the locket. Jewelry designers also may be able to convert 
a section of the gown pattern into metal through a casting 
process.

¥  Have guests sign the label. Purchase a special bottle 
of wine or champagne and ask guests to sign the label or 
the bottle itself. Store the bottle until a special occasion, 
such as a memorable anniversary, and then toast to a happy 
marriage.

¥  Make a cake replica. Ask an artist to make a minia-
ture replica of the wedding cake out of pottery. Put the clay 
cake out for display or ask for it to be made small enough 
to serve as a Christmas tree ornament.

¥  Create bouquet jewelry. Encapsulate favorite wedding 
flowers into a resin pendant, bracelet or earrings.

¥  Frame the invitation. Display the wedding invitation in 

a beautiful frame with custom matting. 
¥  Revisit the site. On their anniversaries, couples can 

visit their ceremony site or have brunch or dinner at the 
venue where the reception took place. Take an Ò afterÓ  pic-
ture to display with the Ò beforeÓ  shot from the wedding 
day.

¥  Make an invitation ornament. Cut the wedding invi-
tation into strips and place it inside of a hollow glass orna-
ment. Seal the top and hang with a ribbon.

¥  Design a greeting card scrapbook. Turn all of those 
special handwritten messages and well-wishes into a scrap-
book so that memories can be revisited time and again.

The planning may take months and the wedding mere 
hours, but well-documented wedding day memories can 
last forever...

Find Creative Ways to Preserve Your Wedding Memories

Tricks Add Ease to Wedding Planning

Metro

Brides and grooms understandably feel a 
little stress when planning their weddings. 
Adding to the pressure is the fact that, ac-
cording to a WeddingWire.com report, the 
average couple in their 30s spends $32,000 
on their wedding. That is a lot of money rid-

ing on one day.
But planning a wedding can be even 

more fun than it is stressful, especially for 
those couples who employ a few tricks of 
the wedding planning trade.

1. Fake the cake. Save some money by 
asking the bakery cake artist to decorate a 

foam-tiered Ò mockÓ  cake for pictures and 
display, and serve guests from an inexpen-
sive sheet cake in the kitchen.

2. Use labels. Once the guest list is final-
ized, create a database of guestsÕ  address-
es. Print out two sets of labels: One for 
addressing the invitations and the other to 
address the thank-you cards.

3. RSVP tricks: Number the back of 
RSVP cards and correspond the numbers 
to the guest list. If one or more responses 
is illegible, refer to the number to figure it 
out.

4. Embrace inexpensive decor. Dollar 
stores and craft stores are great places to 
find inexpensive decorative items. Emp-
ty wine bottles can be painted or glazed 
to serve as vases. Candle lanterns can be 
picked up at low cost at many retailers.

5. Create an email address. To have all 
of the wedding-related details in one place, 
create a separate email address exclusively 
for wedding correspondence. 

6. Use veil weights. These weights can be 
sewn into veils to prevent fly-aways during 
outdoor ceremonies or photoshoots.

7. Keep bugs at bay. Spray chair and re-
ception table legs with insect repellent. 
Dryer sheets also can be tucked into incon-

spicuous spots to keep bugs away.
8. Save money on favors. Unless the favor 

is something to eat or something especially 
practical, you may consider skipping the fa-
vors altogether, as many guests tend to for-
get to take them home anyway.

9. Use page markers for seating. Use 
multicolored, self-sticking page markers 
to create easy seating arrangements. Each 
color can represent a category: His, Hers, 
Friends, Work.

10. Make a photo clothesline. A clev-
er and inexpensive idea is to pin photos of 
the couple to a string, cataloguing how they 
met and their time together leading up to 
the wedding.

11. Use loose flower centerpieces. Loose 
flowers in a vase are easier to sort and trans-
port home for guests who want a memento. 
Make precut butcherÕ s paper or cellophane 
available to make bouquets.

12. Stock up on string lights. Lights can 
be wrapped around trees outdoors, strung 
indoors around windows or draped along 
buffet tables to create a romantic ambiance.

Weddings can be expensive and stressful; 
therefore, couples can use all the tips they 
can to corral their expenses and tame their 
nerves.

Some brides may feel behold-
en to the color white on their 
wedding days, at least in regard 
to their gowns. Those who do 
often embrace the opportunity 
to showcase their personal styles 
and set the mood for their nup-
tials by embracing various colors 
throughout their ceremonies and 
receptions.

Color can be a critical compo-
nent when establishing the am-
biance for a wedding. Color can 
evoke certain moods and set the 

tone for the day. Some colors 
work better together than others, 
so while choosing a color scheme 
may seem like an easy undertak-
ing, some couples may find it re-
quires more careful consideration 
than they first imagined. 

Colors can come from any-
where, but many couples try to co-
ordinate their color schemes with 
the season in which the wedding 
takes place. In fact, couples who 
are finding it difficult to decide 
on a palette can look to seasonal 

colors for inspiration. For exam-
ple, pastels and blooming flowers 
can set the scene for spring wed-
dings, while jewel tones and rich 
reds and greens may be fitting for 
winter ceremonies. 

Some couples opt for more 
loosely defined color palettes, 
such as neutral and natural colors. 
Country and garden weddings 
can borrow ideas from the land-
scape, with natural linens paired 
with wildflowers. Using whites, 
grays and beiges enables couples 

to add a pop of color without 
overwhelming the setting.

Brides magazine suggests that 
couples avoid choosing too many 
colors. A maximum of three with 
one metallic can ensure that 
things look cohesive without be-
ing over-the-top. Also, brides and 
grooms neednÕ t feel pressured by 
the Ò hotÓ  colors of the moment. 
As with clothing and hairstyles, 
trends change. It is better to se-
lect colors that will stand the test 
of time and look good for years to 

come.
Couples may have to incorpo-

rate colors already at their wed-
ding venues into their style. For-
tunately many reception sites are 
outfitted in neutral tones to en-
able customization. 

Couples should not be afraid 
to take some chances with their 
color palettes, especially if they 
want to make a bold and modern 
statement.

A Hue Decision – Choosing Wedding Color Palettes
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