
 

 

 
 

 

Western Quebec Literacy Council to Launch Two New 
Programs to Address Low-literacy Levels in the Region 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed the way we learn, connect and communicate.  Since the first lock 
down, children have been isolated with limited access to libraries or sharing of literacy resources.  At a 
time when reading could provide a welcome distraction and a valuable opportunity to build literacy 
skills, the need to support young readers is more important than ever.  The Western Quebec Literacy 
Council (WQLC) aims to increase literacy levels of English-speaking readers in the MRC Pontiac by 
launching a Reading Buddies program.   

The Reading Buddies program, made possible by les Alliances pour la solidarité, in collaboration with 
le ministère du Travail, de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale, will work in collaboration with St-John's 
Elementary, McDowell Elementary School, and Dr Wilbert Keon School to identify reluctant and 
struggling readers and pair them with a trained volunteer Reading Buddy. The program will also aim to 
promote family literacy by offering support to the parents of struggling readers by hosting homework 
help workshops, providing resources and information and by donating books to all participants to help 
build their family libraries. A small pilot of the project will be rolled out this July where volunteers and 
readers will connect virtually for reading time throughout the summer.  

The Council has also seen an increased demand for digital literacy support as the pandemic has 
highlighted the reality of senior isolation and loneliness.  To help get more seniors online, the Council 
will launch a Digital Literacy Pilot  

Thanks to funding from the Ministère de l’Éducation, WQ Literacy will be hosting a series of workshops 
aimed at increasing the digital literacy of English-speaking seniors and adults with low literacy levels. The 
purpose of the pilot will be to create a best practice guide for the facilitation of digital literacy programs 
and determine the need and viability of a long-term digital literacy program in our region. The first 
series of workshops will tentatively be held in Shawville in March and April (6 weeks) and the second 
series will be held in Aylmer area in May and June (6 weeks).  
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Contact: Michèle Gagnon 
Western Quebec Literacy Council  

Phone: 1-888-647-3112 
819-635-4025 

Email:  info@wqlc.org 


