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The vision of the Western Quebec Literacy
Council is to help and encourage members
of our community to develop the skills
needed for life long learning, enabling them
to reach their full potential.
The mission of Western Quebec Literacy
Council is to help English- speaking adults,
families, and youth improve their reading,
writing, listening, speaking, numeracy and
other life skills through programs adapted to
the needs of the individual.
As a charitable volunteer organization,
Western Quebec Literacy Council recruits
and trains committed volunteers as tutors
and support personnel. We are dedicated to
promoting community awareness with
sensitivity throughout the region of West
Quebec.
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How to reach us:
Executive Director
Michèle Gagnon
Western Quebec Literacy Council
106 Front St., P.O. Box 158
Campbell’s Bay, QC J0X 1K0
Phone :
Website:
E-mail:

(819) 648-2150 or
1-888-647-3112
www.wqlc.org
info@wqlc.org

Board of Directors
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Member:
Member:
Member:

Deb Powell
Monica Dodson
Rick Valin
Mary Ann Keyzer
Tracey Moore
Rhonda Morrison
Donna Cushman

Outreach
Krishnan Sundaram: outreach@wqlc.org

If you know an adult who
would like to improve
their reading, writing or
math skills, tell them
about us!

Our lessons are One-to-One,
Free and Confidential.
This newsletter is made possible by financial
support from the Ministère de l’Éducation, de
l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche
through the Programme d’action communautaire
sur le terrain de l’éducation (PACTE).

Newsletter:
Writers: Michèle Gagnon, Debbie
Gauthier, Krishnan Sundaram

The WQLC newsletter is
available electronically. Please
let us know and we will email
you the link. You will get the
newsletter in colour and we
will save paper and postage.
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Join us on October 19th, 2019 as we present our 2018-19 activities, unveil our
new Tutor Training Program and drum up excitement about lifelong learning!
Please remember to RSVP before October 11th.
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International Literacy Day at the Old Aylmer Market
On Sunday, September 8th, 2019, to
Celebrate International Literacy Day, we spent
the day at the Old Aylmer Market in Aylmer,
QC. There were about 40 vendors selling an
array of goods and goodies: fresh produce, small
-farm raised meat, artisan baked goods, hot food,
clothing, and handmade jewelry, just to mention
a few.
Our spot at the market was graciously
provided by the Aylmer Arts Council. Art and
literacy are a perfect match! Our tent had a book
exchange table as well as an arts and crafts table,
where parents and children made bookmarks
together. To add to the fun, our Outreach
Coordinator, Krishnan, lead a drum circle where
adults and children discovered, and let out their
inner rhythms using djembes, shakers, and
jingles.
The welcoming community provided us
the space to share information about our work
around literacy, as we facilitated patrons to
creatively express themselves thought art and
music. It was wonderful to see so many people
stop by, say hi, and join in.

L is for Literacy. L is for Love. Some market clients stopped by to help us decorate our Literacy Day
sign. We asked them to draw something that starts with one of the letters featured on the sign.
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Back to School BBQ at Lord Aylmer
School
September 19 at Lord Aylmer
senior campus was a day for students and
families to celebrate the back to school
season. There were bouncy castles, cotton
candy, barbecued food, martial arts
demonstration, and a few community
organizations, including the WQLC.
We had over 100 people stop by
our kiosk. We promoted literacy,
creativity, and communication, with the
students and their parents who really
enjoyed making their own personalized
bookmarks and creating beats in our
drumming circle.
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Itsy Bitsy Tots Playgroup
The WQLC was happy to be invited to
drop-in at the Itsy Bitsy Tots Playgroup on
September 24th. The play group, facilitated by
Connexions Resource Centre, is a free drop-in
space for parents and their children aged 0-4.
The group is hosted at Heritage College on
Boul. Cité des Jeunes, in Gatineau. For two
hours on Tuesday mornings, participants have
a chance to create, imagine, and build
relationships. The activities based on art,
motor skills, communication, and interaction
allow these little ones the chance to be
themselves in a safe yet free environment.
Literacy is the foundation, the building
blocks, for people to feel connected and
communicate. In early childhood, children are
learning how to interact with a vast world of
information; these important formative years
will greatly impact their lifelong learning!
That’s why we were thrilled to contribute to
this little group’s fun! We love to help parents
discover new ways to keep their children
engaged and involved in learning activities.
Our musically talented Outreach
Coordinator, Krishnan, facilitated a rhythm
circle in which children and parents got a
chance to play small drums and percussion
instruments. They danced, played the rhythms
of different emotions, closed their eyes and
allowed the sounds of drums and rattles
stimulate their imagination.
Did you know that music can help
develop auditory processes (phoneme
awareness, discrimination between similar
auditory elements, speech signals, auditory
memory, and more)? Developing auditory
memory, for example, helps children develop
phenome awareness (how sounds come
together to form words). There are so many
fun ways that music can be used to help
promote literacy!
We will be sure to stop by future
playgroup get-togethers to shake things up
again!
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What are the pros and cons of children being online?
What can you do to help keep them safe?
Wondering how much screen time is too much?
If you have questions or concerns about your child or teenager’s online activities , we invite you to sign up for our 2-part workshop! Our facilitator, Sharron
Cosgrove, will be guiding participants through an exploration of the world of
digital media. She’ll be answering your questions and providing invaluable information on how to keep your kids safe online.
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