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The vision of the Western Quebec Literacy 
Council is to help and encourage members 
of our community to develop the skills 
needed for life long learning, enabling them 
to reach their full potential. 
   
The mission of Western Quebec Literacy 
Council is to help English- speaking adults, 
families, and youth improve their reading, 
writing, listening, speaking, numeracy and 
other life skills through programs adapted to 
the needs of the individual.  

How to reach us: 
 
Executive Director:  
Michèle Gagnon 
 

Western Quebec Literacy Council 
106 Front St., P.O. Box 158 
Campbell’s Bay, QC  J0X 1K0 
 

Phone : (819) 648-2150 or 
  1-888-647-3112 
Fax:  (819) 648-2153 
Website:  www.wqlc.org 
E-mail: info@wqlc.org 
  

Board of Directors 
Chair: Deb Powell 
Vice Chair: Monica Dodson 
Secretary: Rick Valin 
Treasurer:  Mary Ann Keyzer 
Member:  Tracey Moore 
Member: Rhonda Morrison   
Member: Donna Cushman  

   

   

LINCs  Newsletter: 
Writer:  Michèle Gagnon 
Writer:  Debbie Gauthier 

This newsletter is made possible by  financial 
support from the Ministère de l’Éducation, de 
l’Enseignement Supérieur et de la Recherche 
through the Programme d’action communautaire 
sur le terrain de l’éducation (PACTE). 

   
   

If you know an adult who 
would like to learn to 
read or read better, write 
or improve math skills 
tell them about us!  

 
     

 Our lessons are One-to-One,  

Free and Confidential. 

The WQLC newsletter is 
available electronically.  

Please let us know and we 
will email you the link.  You 

will get the newsletter in 
colour and we will save pa-

per and postage.  

As a charitable volunteer organization, 
Western Quebec Literacy Council recruits 
and trains committed volunteers as tutors 
and support personnel.  We are dedicated to 
promoting community awareness with 
sensitivity throughout the region of West 
Quebec. 
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International Literacy Day 2018 
Art in the Park 

 
Our International Literacy Day activity, Art in the Park, was a great success with 30 people 
showing up to make their very own story book. Get Art showed up with the ever-enthusiastic 
Kate Aley to help these budding illustrator/writers develop their unique stories. We'd like to send 
a big thanks to the Parent's Voice for helping us promote and recruit for this event! 

Tutor Training Workshop 
Île-aux-Allumettes, QC 

 
On September 15 our tutor 
training workshop was held 
at Pontiac West Connects in 
Île-aux-Allumettes, QC. 
 
WQLC’s Executive Direc-
tor, Michèle Gagnon, was 
the tutor trainer, with help 
from co-facilitators Donna 
Cushman and John Rutland. 
Six new tutors were trained 
and three were paired with 
learners from the West Pon-
tiac area.  
 

Tutors trained were:  Andrea Goffart, Leonard Rodgers, Lorna Brennan Ignesi, Joan Lacroix, 
Mary Pritchard and Lorna Roel.  
Pictured: Andrea and Mary work together during a lesson planning workshop  

Homework Workshop at McDowell School 
 
On Thursday, October 25, the WQLC and the Parent's Voice Shawville collaborated with  
Dr S. E. McDowell Elementary School to offer a free Homework Workshop for parents.  
 
John Rutland, a retired educator with a Masters in Education (concentration on Reading Diag-
nosis and Remediation), presented tips and tricks for getting through common homework hur-
dles. 



Winter 2018-19 Page 4 

Annual General Meeting 
October 20, 2018 

  
The WQLC Annual General Meeting took 
place on October 20 at the British Hotel in 
Aylmer. 
 
Our guest speaker, Linton Garner, Executive 
Director of the Regional Association of  
West Quebecers, touched on the political 
challenges that English-speaking Quebecers 
face.  

Learners Malissa and 
Jessica received a gift 
and certificate to high-
light their achievements.  

Members and guests  
enjoyed a delicious 
lunch served by the  
British Hotel and Res-
taurant. 

Funding Approval for Tutor Training Upgrade  
 
The Western Quebec Literacy Council received news of funding approval for a Special Pro-
ject through the Ministère de l’éducation et enseignment supérieur’s Programme d’action 
communautaire sur le terrain de l’éducation.   
 
Thanks to this funding, the WQLC is working to revamp its tutor training with the objective 
of making training and support for volunteer tutors more accessible. Online support systems 
will be put into place through a partnership with LEARN Quebec. This initiative is part of 
WQLC’s  ongoing efforts to expand services to as many learners throughout the Outaouais 
region as possible.   
 
Throughout this process volunteers and learners might be solicited to participate in focus 
groups, evaluations of services, and surveys to help us gain a better understanding of the 
needs of our communities. We would like to thank you in advance for your collaboration in 
helping us improve access to life-long learning in the region.  
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"Hello! My name is Tyson and I’m the WQLC's brand new Tutor Training 
Project Agent. My job is to update and restructure our tutor-training pro-
gram with relevant information, resources and forms to better equip tutors 
for teaching adult learners. My plan is to combine some of the latest re-
search in adult-learning theory, disabilities studies, and first-hand tutor ex-
perience into the best tutor training program that the Outaouais region has 
ever seen! 
 
My strongest passions include making and consuming literature, music, art 

and journalism. Creativity is my currency and I try to make it fundamental to everything that I do and 
to my interpretations of the world around me. I am also fascinated by the ways that people of various 
perspectives understand and communicate information. These interests will be in the forefront of much 
of my work at the WQLC. 
 
I am excited to learn from the existing members and resources of the WQLC and to contribute some 
ideas of my own--this arts degree must be good for something, right??  

If you’d like to get in touch about anything, or to pass along any information or recommendations re-
garding the tutor-training program, please reach out to me at  tysonburger@wqlc.org 

Hi, I’m Krishnan Sundaram and I was just hired as an Outreach Coordina-
tor for the WQLC. My office is based out of Gatineau. You’ll be seeing a 
lot of me in the region as I work to facilitate activities and coordinate pro-
grams in the area.  
 
I studied Leadership and Group Intervention at Saint Paul University 
(Ottawa). Since 2012 I’ve has been facilitating workshops, using hand-
drumming, that focus on: leadership and teamwork, communication, self-
expression, language acquisition, anti-bullying, and health and wellness.   

 
I’m looking forward to supporting the learners and tutors, as well as meeting and working together 
with other community partners and organizations to support literacy initiatives in our lovely region. 
  
One of my personal goals with this position is to help WQLC develop, deliver, and become renowned 
for initiatives and innovative strategies in literacy training and development. 

  

Meet Our New Team Members!  

Outreach Coordinator 

Tutor Training Project Agent 

mailto:tysonburger@wqlc.org
mailto:tysonburger@wqlc.org
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Family Literacy Day® is a national awareness initiative created by ABC Life Lit-
eracy Canada in 1999 and held annually on January 27 to raise awareness of the 
importance of reading and engaging in other literacy-related activities as a family.  
January 27, 2019 is the 20th Anniversary of Family Literacy Day! 
 
Taking time every day to read or do a learning activity with children is crucial to a 
child’s development, improving a child’s literacy skills dramatically, and can help 
a parent improve their skills as well. 
 
Visit ABC Literacy’s webpage for more information and activity ideas!  
https://abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy 

https://abclifeliteracy.ca/family-literacy
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We’re hosting a tutor training workshop in Aylmer in order to respond to the need for tutors in 
the Gatineau region.  If you’re interested in participating or would like to know more about our 
training please contact us.  
 
Tutors who have already been trained are welcome to participate in this training to refresh their 
knowledge and learn about new resources!  


