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                       “Cleared Hot” 

                          By Lon Holtz 

When we changed our 2019 reunion site from 

Oklahoma City to Wichita, we were concerned that it 

might not meet all of our requirements. But it turned out 

to be pure gold with a warm welcome wherever we 

went in town. The Drury Hotel was perfect with great 

accommodations, a huge hospitality suite, and banquet 

room for our grand finale.  Scott McIntosh, our man in 

Wichita, also got us an advanced newspaper article and 

a live radio interview with Jerry on the morning before 

we arrived.  Finally, Judy must have offered a thousand 

prayers for good weather because the tornados in the 

area arrived a week after we left with flooding that 

would have made it hard for several of us to get home.  

Additionally, we changed the structure of this reunion 

a bit to permit the attendees to visit and enjoy local 

features at their leisure, so only two major events were 

planned. One was to go to the Cessna plant and pay 

tribute to the many workers that built our great aircraft 

and see the new CAS Scorpion aircraft. The second was 

our closing banquet with the Mayor of Wichita, the Vice 

President of Light Attack and Scorpion Aircraft at 

Textron Aviation, and the President of the Rustic FACs 

and their ladies in attendance.  

A number of previous Cessna employees visited us in 

the hospitality suite and regaled us with the stories of 

working long hours with two or three shifts, changes in 

requirements, and so on. We in turn told them of our          

         (continued on p. 3)                              

 Wichita  was a blast and preliminary 
plans have already been laid for 2021, i.e., April-May on the 

Panhandle of the Florida Gulf Coast.  While it seems like 

there’s plenty of time to work on things, we’ve learned over 

the years having a flexible game plan even two years out is 

beneficial.  

So we’re asking now: What would you like to have 

included in the 2021 reunion plans: sights to see, things to 

do, memorabilia, etc.?  Of course, we’re always looking for 

volunteers to help in any capacity. Let us know, preferably 

by email at dragonfly369@charter.net or written note to 

142 Arrowhead Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117. 

Speaking of email addresses, please note the article on 

page 3 about  the change in management of the A-37 

Association website: www.a-37.org. The site includes 

additional photographs and other items, including a new 

contact address for comments pertaining solely to the 

website: a37dragonfly@comcast.net. All other 

correspondence related directly to membership, memorabilia, 

general inquiries, etc. will still be addressed to the old email: 

dragonfly369@charter.net. 

Please note the article on page 4 about archiving future 

memorabilia. If you are entertaining any idea of 

contributing some of your keepsakes to an A-37 museum 

display, let us know. 

On page 5 are a few photos of the Wichita reunion.  Forty-

eight (48) people registered (27 vets, 21 guests).  At the 

banquet, we seated 56 including special guests Wichita 

Mayor Jeff Longwell and his wife, Susie; Textron VP for the 

Scorpion Program Brett Pierson and his wife, Sylvia; and our 

Wichita point of contact Scott McIntosh and his wife, Shana. 

We have sold out of the  A-37 Association’s book 

Dragonfly: A-37s Over Vietnam and the Association’s 

challenge coin.  At this point, there are no plans to order 

more of either unless there is sufficient interest to make it 

worthwhile. If you are interested in any other memorabilia 

items currently for sale (including the new T-shirt), they are 

listed on page 6 of this newsletter...Jerry Sailors  
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Longwell to attend the Wednesday dinner.  He and Susie were 

delightful and great representatives for Wichita. 

 

From Holtz: I echo what Jerry has said. You did us a great 

service in getting the word out, which made the reunion a 

great success. Please thank your dad on our behalf. It really 

helped in getting several past Cessna employees to join us in 

the hospitality suite to tell their side of the story and listening 

to ours. 

Thanks for being such a great steward and it was a pleasure 

to finally meet you and your lovely lady. You are a real asset 

to our association and will not be forgotten. 

 

5/19/2019 from Johnny Drury (Rustic 4, President, Rustic 
FAC Association) 

You beat me at writing a note because  I was writing you a 

thank you note as I got yours. The pleasure was all 

mine.  Laura and I thank you and the A-37 Association for 

being such gracious hosts.  

The A-37s and the Rustics will forever be closely linked in 

those few years we shared that "common acre of airspace" in 

Cambodia.  Hopefully, organizations such as yours and ours 

have captured our stories so that future generations can learn 

from them.  Please give my personal thanks to the A-37 guys 

and their wives for welcoming Laura and I to your fantastic 

Reunion.  And, of course, we look forward to seeing you and 

Barbara in October.  

6/23/2019 from Scott Saxman 

My name is Scott Held Saxman.  I am the oldest son of Lt. 

Col. John Held who was shot down in 1968 while flying an A

-37.  I came across your newsletter from April 2017 online 

and saw you have an A-37 challenge coin.  If they are still 

available, I would like to purchase some as special 

mementoes for my brother, my three sons and myself.  If they 

are no longer available I understand and appreciate that you 

made some in the first place. 

If they are available, please let me know the cost plus 

shipping and I will send you payment right away.  Thank you 

for your time and especially for your service. Respectfully, 

Scott. 

Reply 6/23/2019 from Jerry Sailors 

Scott, thank you for your note.  Unfortunately we are sold 

out of the challenge coins.  At this point, not sure when we 

might get more, but I will keep your email address handy in 

case we do. 

I knew your dad well.  We flew in two-ship missions often 

with the 604th Air Commando Squadron, especially during the 

Tet Offensive in February 1968.   When he went down,  I flew 

one of the CAP missions over the area while the rescue force 

searched for him.  He was a superb officer, pilot, and 

gentleman. Best wishes to you and your family.   

Member Update  

Email Addresses: 

Joe Acri: jpacri40@gmail.com 

Emails 

5/3/2019 from Scott McIntosh to Mr. Lon, Ms Barb, and Mr. 

Sailors   

Wanted to reach out and thank you for a wonderful dinner 

on behalf of Shana and myself. If there are any outstanding 

tasks here in Wichita left over from the Reunion, please 

don’t hesitate to ask and I will assist.  

Again we are grateful for the opportunity to attend and 

hope all is healthy and happy on your end. Aye, Scott 

 

Reply to Scott  5/5/2019 from Sailors and Holtz 

From Sailors: Scott, a great pleasure meeting you and 

Shana.  Thank you again for your helping make our reunion 

a success, particularly your role in getting the word out 

through your dad and being the front man for getting Mayor 

 



“Cleared Hot” 
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successes and love of the aircraft. When they left 

our gathering, they went with broad smiles and 

several mementos of shirts, caps, etc. 

Two additional features of this reunion receiving 

rave reviews were the introduction of the “Witness 

To War” interviews for those who wanted to 

participate and tell their stories. We plan on having 

them back at our next reunion. And Dee Friesen 

gave an eye-opening briefing and graph 

presentation of our involvement in the spring of 

1970 in Cambodia. Afterwards, I asked Dee if he 

had planned on formalizing the presentation for 

our history, to which he replied, “That was in the 

wings.” 

The closing banquet lasted longer than expected 

with Tom McCallum thrilling all at our second 

annual auction, which put over eight hundred 

dollars into the Association kitty.   But in the 

future, we are talking about limiting the number of 

items that can be offered so we have time to say 

our farewells before the reunion ends.  

At the close of the banquet, both Barb and I 

received gifts from the Association that were 

totally unexpected. Judy Grahn presented Barb 

with a beautiful Dragonfly bracelet that she truly 

loves. Jerry Sailors presented me with a bronze 

statue of a fighter pilot all suited up, as we were, 

down to the sunglasses, and ready to step to the 

aircraft.  That memento stands today, and every 

day hereafter, in a place of honor in our library. 

 Together, Barb and I thank the members of the 

Association for these gifts and feel very honored to 

have received them. I am also honored to continue 

to represent you and our Association in the future.  

Again, Thank You!  
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$8.000.  (As it turns out, total income, including memorabilia sales, 

was about $5,250 with final expenses of $6,944.  Current balance is 

$7,639.07.)   

Jerry Sailors updated the status of the A-37 Association website, 

noting that since the 2017 reunion in Rapid City, he has been 

administering the website, which has been hosted by GoDaddy 

using Word Press software.  Tom McCallum volunteered to consult 

with his son to take over administration of the website.  (See article 

below.) 

The effort to find a site to display and store A-37 Association 

memorabilia is still being worked.  The best option so far, based on 

quality of the site and interest of the staff, is the Museum of 

Aviation located on Robins Air Force Base, Georgia.  Those 

who have visited the Museum are impressed with the variety of 

displays, including an A-37A, and the historical archives available.  

No official proposal has been submitted, but conversations with the 

Curator have been positive. (See related article on page 4.) 

The Board discussed possible sites for the 2021 reunion with 

consideration to access, local attractions, and affordability.  The 

Board approved offering Savannah, GA; Las Vegas, NV; and Ft. 

Walton Beach, FL.  At the Membership meeting, the Gulf Coast of 

Florida Panhandle was chosen with the exact site to be 

determined.  Timeframe is targeted for April-May 2021. 

In discussing the slate of officers to be presented to the 

membership for approval, all Board members agreed to serve the 

next two years except Hank Hoffman, who asked to be removed 

from consideration.  After discussion of potential candidates, the 

Board asked John Lamb to replace Hank.  The proposed slate was 

then presented to the membership, which approved the following as 

the Board of Directors serving the next two years: Lon Holtz 

(President),  Eric Jackson (Vice President), Jerry Sailors 

(Secretary/Treasurer), Lou Gonzalez, Vic Grahn, Hank Hill, John 

Lamb, Tom McCallum, and John Serlet. 

 

A-37 Association Website 
 

At the Board meeting in Wichita, Tom McCallum agreed to 

consult with his son TJ about taking over management of the A-37 

Association website. Subsequently, Tom and TJ agreed to officially 

take over as administrators and are now asking the membership for 

help in improving the overall concept and quality of content.  

Here’s a note from Tom: 

My sons Curt and TJ are familiar with working on websites and 

are excited about continuing the A-37’s legacy on the internet. We 

have made some changes by adding photos of the Wichita Reunion 

and photos of our time in Vietnam and will continue to make 

updates, but now need your input and photos.   

We are looking for any photos from your Vietnam years on the 

flight line, in the barracks, in your uniform (fatigues, flight suit, 

                                   (continued on p. 4) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review of Board/Membership Meetings 
 

Two important activities in Wichita were the 

Board of Directors meeting on Tuesday, 30 April, 

and the Membership meeting on Wednesday, 1 

May.  Here’s a summary of significant items 

applying to both meetings. 

The reconciled financial report as of 31 March 

2019 showed the Association’s bank balance as 

$9,033.36.  Anticipated income from Wichita 

registrations was approximately $4,000 with 

projected expenses totaling about $5,000.  The 

Association subsidized the balance.  Projected 

bank balance after the reunion was approximately 
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dress blues, 1505’s, etc.). The photo can be a portrait, 

landscape, sign, A-37 aircraft, or anything that would 

relate to the A-37.org site. It can be in color, black and 

white, and any format or size.   

Please visit our website and if you have any ideas to 

improve the website or recommendations, let us know. We 

look forward to hearing from you. Please send  photos, 

stories or comments to email: a37dragonfly@comcast.net.   

War Story  (Actually an email 4/10/2019 from John Lamb to his 

604th SOS mates at Bien Hoa.) 

This morning while trying not to fall off the stationary 

bike at Planet Fitness and for motivation to make the time 

go by, listening to 70’s rock: Joe Cocker doing “Feelin’ 

Alright”; the Animals 

“Don’t Make Me Be 

Misunderstood”; and 

Steppenwolf’s “Born to 

be Wild,” I was  

suddenly transported 

back to the Rap Bar and 

could visualize the 

group, many of whom 

are no longer with us, playing the air guitars, singing and 

having a great time with Miss Mai laughing at us.  

I always tell people the best job I ever had in my life 

was the additional duty of helping Miss Mai run the bar.  

If nothing else, it contributed to morale, made the tour go 

by faster, released stress and frustration and helped form 

lifelong bonds of friendship. Bill Orth signed a letter I 

wrote to convince the Army bureaucrats at Long Binh that 

we needed permission to purchase food and booze in bulk, 

which allowed us to have the most thriving and prosperous 

social center on the base and kept us from having to use 

our ration cards to stock the bar. We lived well given the 

circumstances. The Rap Fests were legendary.  

What fun it was to take a crew van over to Long Binh 

and fill it up with pallets of beer, cases of scotch and 

whiskey, boxes and boxes of frozen steaks, chicken and 

lobster.  The truck would be so loaded it would be 

squatting on the rear wheels and all the Army troops 

would be looking at us thinking “What the hell are these 

guys doing and getting away with it?” If memory serves 

me, we often took a pickup truck or second ‘bread truck’ 

along so the crew van could bring all the people back. Life 

was good.  I wish all could be at the coming reunion, but, 

such is life. “Thanks for the memories!”  Lambo. 

 

Memorabilia and Artifacts for Future Archive 

During discussion of the future disposition of A-37 

memorabilia and artifacts, the Board of Directors sought 

more information about the extent of potential donations 

for that purpose.  We are trying to determine what 

materials might be available from the A-37’s history (1965

-present) and who has access to those materials.  At this 

point, we are not seeking to acquire items, but simply 

asking for feedback from the following questions: 

1. Would you be willing to donate personal items    

(photos, maps, artifacts, papers, uniforms, etc.) to an 

A-37 archive or historical display?  

 

2.  What items would you be willing to donate? 

 

3.  What time period are these items from? 

 

4.  Where are these items currently located? 

 

5.  How are these items currently stored? 

 

6.  When would these items be available? 

 

7.  Who is the appropriate point of contact to discuss the            

possible acquisition of these items? 
 

A museum with an established archive has strict rules as 

to types of materials it will accept, i.e., it is not a dumping 

ground.  There is no set timetable to establish an A-37 

archive, but there will be a time in the not-too-distant 

future when we will have to decide whether such a 

proposal is workable or even warranted.  Your feedback 

will go a long way toward helping make that decision. 

To respond with answers to the questions above, send an 

email to dragonfly369@charter.net addressing each of the 

questions with as much detail as you can provide.  Or if 

you prefer, send written replies to the A-37 Association, 

142 Arrowhead Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117. 
 

Laff Corner 
 

Three old guys out walking.   

First one says, “Windy, isn’t it?” 

   Second one says, “No, it’s Thursday.” 

Third one says, “So am I. Let’s go get a beer.” 

 

A fighter pilot is never drunk as long as he can hold on 

to one blade of grass and not fall off the face of the earth. 
 

...the smallest fighter ... the fastest gun 
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Hank Hoffman Collection 

Miss Mai at Rap Bar 
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Wichita Reunion 2019 



50th Anniversary Patch                    2 1/4-inch SEA Decal             A-37 Lapel Pin  1” sq 
   $6 (includes shipping)                          $4 (includes shipping)                $8 (includes shipping)  

        2019 Wichita Reunion Mug                             Koozie 

            $10 (includes shipping)                                      $2 (includes shipping) 

                                                    T-shirt (M, L, XL, XXL) 

                                                                                   $20 (includes shipping) 

To order, send note listing items desired along with a check for payment to A-37 Association, 142 Arrowhead Drive, Montgomery, 
AL 36117  

or 
 

Send an email to dragonfly369@charter.net with your order request and then use Paypal to send payment to dragon-
fly369@charter.net 

A-37 Association Memorabilia Items 




