Dear Faith Family,

December 4, 2020

Greetings to you on this early December day. As you read this letter, I pray the God of Psalms 23 is feeding,
refreshing, and restoring your soul during these strange days. I pray that God would renew your strength
and guide you along right paths bringing honor to his name.
I am writing to share a significant update with our West 11th property.
For those who may not be aware, our faith family had a vision from the Lord back in 2008/9 to serve the
families of West Eugene by relocating our church to a new church building at 1185 Owen Loop South. Many
of the great people of Eugene First demonstrated our core value of radical generosity by sacrificially giving
towards this vision. The giving and prayers of our people have not ceased from the first day until now. It’s
been nearly 12 years.
You may recall at this time last year, December 2019, that together as a church we voted in overwhelming
unity to receive an expanded vision from the Lord regarding our West 11th project.
The expanded vision included taking one big step of “river-stepping” faith (another core value of ours) with
three resulting implications.
The step of faith was to remove our two downtown buildings off of the real estate market to demonstrate to
the Lord our reception of an expanded vision. This was a $2.5 million decision.
The 3 implications were:
1) We were planting a flag on the corner of 8th and Madison and forever claiming that property as an
outpost of the Kingdom of God in downtown Eugene. We would remain there as light that shines in the
darkness. We would be a house of prayer, a house of hope, a house of healing, and a house of wholeness in
Jesus’ name.
2) We believed the Lord was inviting us to go multi-site. This meant we would be one faith family that
meets in multiple locations…Downtown and West 11th. We felt like there may be other locations, too, but we
didn’t have any clear direction from the Lord on where.
3) We were going to re-imagine the function of the building. Rather than having a church building that
serves the needs of the church and invites the community inside, we were going to have a community
building that serves the needs of the community where our church also happens to meet.
It has been a year since we took this bold step of faith and received the expanded vision from the Lord. We
have been resting in a posture of “waiting on the Lord,” not only this past year, but for over a decade.
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Well, at the beginning of August I received a phone call from someone representing a Christian organization
who was looking for a new home for their organization. They were interested in buying the West 11th
property and building on it. The only problem was, that was not what our church had last heard from the
Lord. So, I told him, we’re not interested in selling the property, but I do think this phone call is of the Lord
and perhaps there is something here.
Maybe…just maybe…the Lord has brought us together on this phone call in order to explore the
possibility of collaborating together to build this community center building that would be a home for
your organization, serve the needs of the city, and be a place of worship for us.
And so, we began a prayerful conversation to discern if the Lord was leading us in the direction of
collaborating together to build the West 11th property. This consisted of 3 months of weekly and monthly
meetings with our board leadership teams and exploration teams.
Faith Family, I am beyond excited to share with you that both boards have unanimously voted YES to move
forward together on this project. We both sensed the Lord opened an unexpected yet beautiful door for us
to walk through together.
It is my honor to share with you that Eugene First Church of the Nazarene and Willamette Christian School
will be collaborating together to live out our mission and vision at the West 11th property with a shared
future!
-Together we will raise funds.
-Together we will build the facility.
-Together we will serve our city.
-Together we will give God all the glory.
I didn’t see this coming. I’m getting used to different. What I do know is that God is on the move using
unexpected people and unexpected methods.
How can you learn more about this new development?
I will be hosting two town hall meetings on Zoom this week, Monday, 12/7 and Thursday, 12/8 at 6:30pm.
-If you can make either one of these, that would be a perfect next step.
-At these meetings I’ll share many more details about the collaboration, answer questions you will
have, and show a couple of pictures of what the facility will look like.
-If you can’t make the town halls, we will be recording them, so you can watch them later.
For Zoom link or recording information, contact the church office.

Simply responding yes to Jesus,

Ryan Green
Lead Pastor

