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WHERE AM I FROM?

Kris Kristofferson

Most people have a place they think of as home all of
their lives, but for some home is not a place it’s a state
of mind. Our passports say American, but we are really
citizens of the world. We are the children of the
American soldier. Our spiritual siblings are the military
children of all countries. I was one of those children,
my daddy was a General in the Airforce and both my
grandfathers were military officers. It was a strange and interesting
childhood. Cruel, magical, privileged, and painful, all at the same
time. About 5% of Americans belong to this subculture. A kind of invisible
nation growing up on almost every continent except the artic poles. They say
we’ve shaped America’s destiny with an influence far beyond our numbers. I
know one thing for sure, my childhood has shaped me in ways I am only
beginning to understand.
Musil, D. (Director). (2005). Brats: Our journey home
[Motion Picture]. United States of America: Brats Without Borders.
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“Four days before Christmas, after gymnastics, my Mom
got a phone call that my Dad got wounded when he was
fighting terrorists. My Mom cried and I was pretty
scared that my Dad was going to die. We got on an
airplane to Washington, DC.”

November 8, 2019

Davidson’s Mother:
• Has had to travel across country and move the
Davidson Whetstone:
whole family by herself
• Is 9 years old
• Has had to take care of Davidson and his brother
• Has moved 9 times
• Has had to drop everything to be there to help
• Is in 3rd grade
her husband when he was injured
• Has attended 3 different schools
• Draws to think through tough memories in his life
• Finds it easier to write than to talk about some things
• Wants Military kids who serve our country to know they are not alone
Davidson’s Grandmother and Grandfather:
Davidson’s Father:
• Have had to provide additional practical
• During his 1st deployment in 2010
and emotional support to the family
• Missed Davidson’s:
during deployments
• First Words
• First Steps
EVERYONE:
• First Christmas, and
• Has had to hide their own
• First Birthday
pain and challenges to be
• Has just completed his 9th Deployment
Brave for the Family!

General H Norman Schwarzkopf
You know, when he left home to go over to
Iran, you know he very ceremoniously
presented me with the West Point sword and to
a small boy when your father hands you the
sword and says you’re now the man of the
house take care of your mother and sisters you
take that very seriously. I took that very seriously and of course
we had a lot of problems. We really had a dysfunctional family
because of my mother’s alcoholism that I discovered sort of
you know…I didn’t know what was going on but all I knew is
things weren’t right, they weren’t the way they were supposed
to be.
Musil, D. (Director). (2005). Brats: Our journey home
[Motion Picture]. United States of America: Brats Without Borders.

John Denver
I was always a very insecure person.
It’s only recently I’ve overcome that, if I
have, and I feel that I have, and it
troubled me why I was so insecure. You
know I never had to worry about anything.
Life has always been pretty good to me.
My father was in the service he had a
guaranteed income. We lived well. I was
never hungry. I never had a hard time
from any of the things you generally think
of about you know people who are suffering in the world But I suffered
a lot and I did feel insecure and it's because and it seems to me
that somehow I felt a little bit differently than anybody I knew.
Denver, J. (1980). On Being Human. A speech delivered in
Aspen, CO

John Denver
On the whole, though, Dad didn’t have a lot of time
for playing. He was an officer and a gentleman and
those titles carried with them a real load of social
obligation. The military was a very political
environment, fraught with conflict and difficulty. And
I think my folks were caught up in the classic
struggle for professional respectability. They worked
hard at it. There were numerous occasions that
required Dad’s presence, and often Mom needed to be at his side. If you
meant to get anywhere in the squadron, you didn’t dare miss a
commander’s call. You had to demonstrate unwavering loyalty at all
times. You put in an appearance and you left your calling card to
prove you have been in the right place at the right time. It showed
that you were disciplined and organized.
Denver, J. &Tobier, A. (1994). Take me home: An
autobiography. Rocky Mountain Merchandise, LLC

O. J. Hall

One thing they always did growing up was have mandatory fun as its
like to called and it was a huge part of my life but it ended up being one
of the best things of my childhood. They took us places, whether it was
some random town on a Sunday afternoon or driving from
Massachusetts all the way up to Alaska. So one of my favorite stories
about this mandatory fun was my trip from Kansas to the Grand
Canyon. My parents showed up to school one day to pick my brother
and I up and said, “Get into the car” and we drove 15 hours down to the
Grand Canyon with two stops. My dad didn’t like stopping. We got out of the car, pitched a tent,
slept the night, my Dad woke us up real early probably around 5 or 6 and we hiked down to the
bottom of the Grand Canyon, hiked back up, got in the truck and left. It’s things like that I will
never forget. The Grand Canyon was one of the most beautiful things I’ve ever seen in my life.
But more than that, it was the time spent with my family. Time spent with my father who had
been deployed for 15 months and who I got to talk to twice during that time. Time to see my
mom who had been busy with the FRG. She had to be.
Hall, O. J. (2017) Army Brat: Staying Grounded While Moving
Speech given by a West Point Cadet Speaking at TEDxWestPoint

We WERE SOLDIERS Once…and
young

Someone had to do the right thing, since the Army wasn’t organized to do it

Moore, H. G. & Galloway, J. L. (1992). We were soldiers once…and young. New York: Random House

We WERE SOLDIERS Once…and young

Moore, H. G. & Galloway, J. L. (1992). We were soldiers once…and young. New York: Random House

39 years later, my mother, who is here with me today,
still cries on November 14th. 39 years later, we think
of my father every day. 39 years later. As children of
Vietnam Vets, many of us are experiencing an
unwelcome emotional trauma. We are educated. We are grown. We are the citizens of
this country and we have first-hand experience with what war can do and have scars
that will never go away. But we are not weak. I stand here today beside our veterans
and the families of our Vets and the voice of my father will be heard through me.
Carol (Gell) Federiche September 12, 2004

Kelly and Gage Hake

Every day, America's men and women in
uniform demonstrate the infinite depth of love
that dwells in human heart. One of these
American heroes was Army Staff Sgt.
Christopher Hake on his second deployment to
Iraq, he wrote a letter to his 1-year-old son,
Gage: “I will help you build your first sandbox,
ride your first bike, I love you - Daddy.”

Chris was on patrol in Baghdad when his vehicle was hit by a roadside
bomb. That night, he made the ultimate sacrifice for our country. The
sergeant now rests in internal glory in Arlington and his wife, Kelly, is in the
gallery tonight, joined by their son who is now a 13-year-old and doing very
well. To Kelly and Gage, Chris will live in our hearts forever. He is looking
down on you now. Thank you. Thank you both very much.

Donald Trump
State of the Union
February 4, 2020

Amy, Elliana, and Rowan Williams
War places a heavy burden on our extraordinary
military families. Especially spouses like Amy
Williams from Fort Bragg, North Carolina and her two
children, 6-year-old Elliana and 3-year-old Rowan.
Amy helps other military families. For the past seven
months, her husband, Sgt. 1st Class Townsend
Williams, has been in Afghanistan on his fourth deployment.
Amy's kids had not seen their father's face in many months. Your sacrifice
makes it possible for all of our people to live in safety and in peace and we
want to thank you. Thank you, Amy.
There is one more thing. Tonight, we have a very special surprise. I am
thrilled to inform you that your husband is back from deployment. He is
Donald Trump, State of the Union
here with us tonight.
February 4, 2020

Mason Miller from Peoria, Arizona proves that “showing up uninvited” isn’t always a
bad thing – especially if you’re a soldier surprising your family after a tour of duty.

