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Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Robin Bozian at 1:05 p.m. 

Subcommittee Updates 

Education 

Stephanie Starcher stated that the education subcommittee has met twice since the last full 
HUB meeting. The committee discussed the “Handle with Care” program that includes a 
collaboration from trained first responders and school staff. The goal of the program is to 
inform school staff that a child has experienced a traumatic event allowing staff to better 
understand changed behavior of the child. Without providing detailed information the first 
responder would contact the school and ask that staff handle the child with care. 3 out of 6 
school districts in Washington County enforce drug screening for sports and other activities the 
committee would like to incorporate the option for parents to opt their child in to the screening 
regardless of participation in extracurricular activities. PAX Good Behavior Game trainings 
continue. Fort Frye school district has mandated the training for all teaching staff. Family & 
Children First Council staff are working on a packet designed for families of young children. 
Mark Warden incorporates the Crossroads program in Washington County. The Crossroads’ 
mission is to empower youth who are homeless, abandoned, abused, or at-risk to lead healthy, 



productive lives. The PAX Good Behavior Game, Handle with Care, Crossroads, and Trauma 
Informed Schools are working together nicely. Stephanie shared how great it has been to have 
trained mental health counselors from local providers offering services on site. The next 
meeting is scheduled for May 3 @ 1 p.m. at the Marietta City School Board of Education Office.  

Treatment 

Janice McFarland shared that the Community Resource Center will be located at 274 Front 
Street in Marietta, OH. Life and Purpose hope to have the center opened by June 2019. Robin 
Bozian mentioned that the center will only be a successful as the information providers give. 
She enforced the importance of keeping current/up to date information available for programs 
and other resources offered in the area. Stacie DeCicco, representative for the United Way 211 
Crisis hotline and information center suggested that all providers attending the meeting take 
advantage of the program that is already established. She suggested a collaboration with the 
Community Resource Center. Cindy Davis mentioned initiating the “No Wrong Door” policy that 
would designate at least one staff member in each agency as a “gatekeeper” that would be able 
to refer callers to the correct agency that offers the program/service that is being inquired. The 
“No Wrong Door” policy is a person centered system that helps to connect clients to services 
more efficiently. Life and Purpose offer Saturday hours to help meet the needs of the 
community. The next meeting is scheduled for April 15 @ 3 p.m. at Life and Purpose on 
Colegate. 

Workforce 

The subcommittee met three times since the last full HUB meeting. The subcommittee invited 
local mass employers of Washington County to attend a scheduled Workforce meeting to 
discuss how the opioid epidemic is effecting employers/employees in Washington County and 
how the community can work together to encourage meaningful employment. All employers 
who attended the meeting were in favor of hiring individuals with addiction backgrounds but 
do base employment on a background check. Employers would feel more secure about hiring 
an individual with a lived experience if the individual was able to articulate a plan of action to 
continue sobriety. Janice McFarland stated that staff at Life & Purpose continue efforts to 
educate clients on how to express their past in a way that is perceived as a positive change 
during job interviews.  Attendance is a primary issue for employed individuals. An invitation was 
extended to Washington/Morgan County Community Action Director, David Brightbill to attend 
the next Workforce Subcommittee meeting to discuss transportation issues and possible 
solutions.  

Housing 

The housing subcommittee met once since the last full HUB meeting. David Brightbill stated 
that affordable housing demands are not being met and continue to be a strain on the 
community. As discussed during the housing subcommittee meeting, the opioid crisis has 
negatively affected subsidized and the private sector of housing in the area resulting in costly 



renovations and unfavorable rental histories for tenants. The subcommittee plan to work on 
ways to provide transitional housing in the area. 

Mental Health  

Hilles Hughes, Deputy Director of the Washington County Behavioral Health Board stated that 
while in attendance at an April 5 meeting to discuss the current mental health and addiction 
issues that Washington County is facing, representatives from Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
offered to provide a business plan to assist in combating the rise in out of county referrals and 
admissions from Washington County residents to Columbus. 

Health Department/Public Health 

Dr. Wittberg shared a “Memorandum of Understanding” between the Washington County 
Health Department, The Washington County Behavioral Health Board, The Right Path for 
Washington County, and The Washington County Family and Children First Council. Dr. 
Wittberg proposed the Washington County HUB be included in the “Memorandum of 
Understanding”. Attendees agreed to the proposal.  

The harm reduction/needle exchange program is scheduled to launch late May, 2019.  

 

Other 

• Robin Bozian asked that subcommittees set 3 goals to be met and share them at the 
next full HUB committee meeting in July. 

• Cathy Harper informed attendees that there will be a medication take back day 
scheduled for April 27, 10-2 p.m. with locations at Marietta, Belpre, Barlow, Beverly, 
Reno, Devola, and New Matamoras. 

 

Adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by,  
Tara Plaugher 

Next Meeting is July 11 @ 1 p.m. at Goldstar Park 
 

 

   


