
Washington County Hub Meeting 
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Stephen Schwartz 
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Rebecca Johnson 

Janet Welch 

Rodney Hupp 

Flite Freimann 

Stephanie Starcher 

Janice McFarland 

Mark Kerenyi 

Tara Plaugher 

Cathy Harper

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Robin Bozian at 1:03 p.m. 

Subcommittee Updates 

Education/Prevention- Although the PAX Good Behavior game has been incorporated into the 
local school system with great response, Washington County does not have a systemic program 
currently being used for children age 0-5. Chair of the education/prevention subcommittee 
Stephanie Starcher stated that she would like to focus on teaching self-regulation skills for 
children 0-5. Doug Pfeifer stressed the importance of parent interaction with teaching self-
regulation skills during the targeted age range.  Family and Children First Council (FCFC) offer 
two programs that focus on the family unit to Washington County residents (Strengthening 
Families, and Incredible Years) and Children Services along with Life and Purpose offer the 
START (sobriety treatment and recovery from trauma) program. Robin Bozian mentioned that it 
may be beneficial to offer a peer support program as an extension of the programs. To help 
raise awareness of the programs currently offered Miss Starcher stated that it would be 
beneficial to share resources with clients that receive benefits at the Department of Job and 
Family Services. Flite Freimann stated that sharing literature is allowed and possibly initiating 
an incentive program for education classes may be an option to look into to help raise 
attendance for the current programs available to residents. Brent Phipps asked that the 
subcommittee consider looking at prenatal prevention efforts and list what programs are 
presently available and make recommendations to gaps.  



*Documentation from the subcommittee meeting was received and filed. 

Treatment- The subcommittee came to the consensus that the community as a whole is 
unaware of current services provided in the area. To educate the community in simple ways the 
committee would like to focus on celebrating successful recovery that would offer 
encouragement and show individuals struggling with addiction/mental health issues that there 
is hope and recovery is possible. Brent Phipps mentioned a store front education drop in center 
or a community resource center that could be used to offer support meetings, advocates, peer 
supporters, and other resources in one centralized location. The Right Path of Washington 
County is willing to initiate this concept.  

*Documentation from the subcommittee meetings were received and filed. 

Employment- Flite Freimann suggested that one of the hardest part of finding employment is 
the failure that sometimes goes along with applying for a position. The rejection is discouraging 
and can lead to low self-esteem. The subcommittee would like to focus on life/job coaching to 
encourage employment completion, help with clothing, and basic interviewing techniques. 
Ohio Means Jobs would like to work closely with the judicial system, possibly gaining referrals 
to individuals who are seeking assistance with higher education or employment. It may be 
helpful to offer an incentive package for local employers to hire individuals with a conviction.   

*Documentation from the subcommittee meeting has not been submitted. 

Good of the Order-  

• Brent Phipps requested that a faith based subcommittee be formed. Washington County 
Behavioral Health board member Stephen Schwartz is a Senior Pastor at Belpre Church 
of the Nazarene and could offer insight from a different perspective. Attendees agreed 
that it would be beneficial to incorporate faith based insight to all subcommittees. Flite 
Freimann informed attendees that a local faith based meeting takes place once a month 
at the Lafayette Hotel. Flite Freimann and Robin Bozian plan to attend the next 
scheduled faith based meeting to extend an invitation to the next Hub meeting.  
 

• On behalf of the Washington County Behavioral Health Board, Brent Phipps expressed 
his appreciation to Judge Welch, and Robin Bozian for taking on the task of co-chairing a 
County Hub for Washington County and all other members for their continued efforts. 
 

• Judge Kerenyi was pleased to announce that today at 1:00 County Commissioners 
signed a contract with Oriana House to initiate a Drug Court for Washington County. 
 

• Robin Bozian shared information on a half day free training on the Good Samaritan Law. 
The training will take place on November 16 in Columbus, Ohio. 

Adjourned @ 2:15 p.m. 



Respectfully Submitted,  
Tara Plaugher 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for: 

Thursday, January 10, 2019 at 1 p.m. located at Gold Star Park. 

 

 
 


