
  

MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Date of Meeting: November 18, 2015 

Subject: Steering Committee Meeting No. 4 

Project Name: Clark County 2016 Hazard Mitigation Plan 

In Attendance: 

*Phone 

 

Steering Committee: Ben Feliz (for Dan Krebs), Carole Bua, Doug 
Koellermeier, Paul McGraw, Heidi Burkart, Jeff Sarvis, John 
Wheeler, Joseph Gehlen, Ken Alexander, Lauren Hollenbeck 
Lynette Jackson, Melissa Tracy (for Mike Soliwoda), Mike Lewis, 
Todd Krout (for Scott Ouchi) 

Non-Voting Alternates, Planning Partners and Stakeholders: 
Devin Gustafson, Jeff Swanson, John Allen, Sean Smith, Stephen 
Eldred 

Planning Team: Scott Johnson and Kristen Gelino 

 

Steering Committee 
Members (or alternate) 
Not Present: 

Lee Knottnerus 

Summary Prepared by: Kristen Gelino – 11/24/2015 

Project No.: 103S3893 

Quorum – Yes or No Yes (14 members present) 

 

Item Action 

 

Welcome and Introductions 

 John Wheeler, the Clark Regional Emergency Services Agency 

(CRESA) staff person charged with supporting the planning effort, 

opened the meeting and facilitated group introductions. 

 Mr. Wheeler announced that he had accepted a position with 

Washington County, OR as the Emergency Management Supervisor. 

The position will begin in mid-December, so the November meeting 

will likely be the final steering committee meeting that Mr. Wheeler 

will attend. Scott Johnson will be taking over as the Project Manager 

for CRESA until a replacement can be hired.  

 The Agenda was reviewed and no modifications were made. 

 Handouts provided included: Agenda, October Steering Committee 

Meeting Minutes, Objective Development Exercise Results (Handout 

#1), Draft Mitigation Survey (Handout #2) and Risk Assessment Data 

Dictionary for Spatial Analysis (Handout #3). 

 The October Steering Committee Meeting Summary was reviewed and 

approved by consensus.  

 No members of the public made a request to provide comment. 
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Item Action 

 Kristen Gelino provided a few administrative updates to the 

committee: 

- The phase I jurisdictional annex templates were distributed to 

the planning partnership. At the time of the meeting, 78 

percent of planning partners had completed and resubmitted 

their phase I annex (only four are outstanding). Ms. Gelino 

will follow up with jurisdictions who have not yet submitted 

the template. 

- The phase II annex templates will be distributed in early 

December (target date is December 7th). These templates 

largely focus on identifying capabilities. Ms. Gelino passed 

around the phase II annex templates and the steering 

committee indicated that a completion date of January 29th 

seemed reasonable. Ms. Gelino indicated that the phase II 

templates would be copied and pasted onto the end of each 

jurisdiction’s phase I template and any 

questions/revisions/suggestions to phase I would be provided 

in track changes or comments as appropriate. 

- The committee determined that it was an appropriate time to 

schedule the March jurisdictional annex workshop. Ms. Gelino 

indicated that she would move forward with scheduling a date 

that would work for as many people as possible. She also 

indicated that the workshop would be about 3 hours. 

 

Purpose, Goals, Objectives and Actions 

Ms. Gelino introduced the Objectives Development Exercise Results handout. 

She provided a brief overview of how the goals, objectives and actions will be 

developed and utilized in the planning process. Ms. Gelino reviewed the 

purpose statement that had been drafted at the August steering committee 

meeting and reviewed the goals that were developed during the October 

steering committee meeting. It was noted that a respondent to the objectives 

development exercise had suggested a revision to one of the goals. After 

discussion the committee agreed to the suggested revision: 

- Reduce and prevent the loss of life and property. 

- Protect public services and critical facilities from the impacts of 

natural disasters. 

- Increase public awareness of vulnerability to natural hazards and 

educate on risk reduction strategies. 

- Promote community resilience. 

- Protect environmental resources and utilize natural systems to reduce 

natural hazard impacts. 

- Develop and implement cost-effective mitigation strategies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The planning team will 

schedule a date for the March 

jurisdictional annex 

workshop. 
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Item Action 

The steering committee then reviewed the results of the objectives 

development exercise and, after discussion, confirmed the following 

objectives: 

- Incorporate risk reduction strategies in new and updated infrastructure and 

development plans. 

- Provide incentives for development and land use techniques that reduce 

risks. (adapted from Clark County Comprehensive Plan)  

- Reduce the impacts of hazards on vulnerable populations. (2013 WA State 

HMP) 

- Strengthen and build redundancy into infrastructure, prioritizing areas that 

may be potentially isolated areas. (Adapted from 2004 Clark County HMP) 

- Retrofit, purchase, or relocate structures in high hazard areas, especially 

those known to be repetitively damaged.  

- Inform the public on the risk exposure to natural hazards and ways to 

increase the public’s capability to prepare, respond, recover and mitigate the 

impacts of these events. 

- Improve and maintain systems that provide warning and emergency 

communications. (2013 WA State HMP)  

- Work cooperatively with stakeholders in planning for and reducing the 

impacts of natural hazards. 

- Integrate natural hazard mitigation goals and objectives into other existing 

plans and programs within the planning area.  

- Avoid, minimize or mitigate risks to critical facilities and infrastructure. 

- Support and enhance environmental protection and sustainability activities 

that may also accomplish mitigation objectives. 

- Use the best available data, science and technologies to implement 

mitigation strategies. 

Public Involvement Strategy 

Ms. Gelino provided a brief overview of public involvement for the hazard 

mitigation planning process. She reminded the steering committee that at the 

October meeting, the committee decided that they would like to move forward 

with a hazard mitigation questionnaire. She reminded the committee that the 

results of the questionnaire would help gage the public’s perception of risk and 

would support components of the planning process, such as the development of 

mitigation actions. 

 

Ms. Gelino introduced the Draft Mitigation Questionnaire handout and the 

steering committee reviewed and discussed the document. It was determined 

that the committee would like to keep the length of the survey to less than five 

minutes. In order to achieve this, the committee determined that they may wish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
2016 Clark County HMP Steering Committee Meeting Summary 

Page 4 of 4 

 

 

Item Action 
to divide the questions into two or three parts. Additionally, it was suggested 

that “I don’t know” or “unsure” answers be added to relevant questions. 

 

Ms. Gelino indicated that the planning team would incorporate the steering 

committee’s revisions and suggestions into a surveymonkey version of the 

document and redistribute it to the committee for comment. 

 

Risk Assessment Update 

Due to time constraints, this agenda item was not discussed. Ms. Gelino and 

Mr. Wheeler indicated that the draft hazard maps would be distributed to the 

committee for their review before the December meeting. 

 

Action Items for Next Meeting 

The action items identified during the meeting were reviewed. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM. The next SC meeting is: 

 

December 16, 2015 at 10:00 AM 

Clark Regional Wastewater District 

8000 NE 52nd Court 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

 

 

The planning team will 

incorporate the steering 

committee’s revisions and 

suggestions into a 

surveymonkey version of 

the questionnaire and 

redistribute it to the 

committee for comment. 

 

 

  

 


