
 

I moved away from the kitchen because the dishwasher was making too much noise and I 
couldn’t hear her; but as I walked into the living room, the weed blowers drowned out 
any possible chance at conversation. I finally found a quiet corner in a bedroom. I knew 
that being able to hear her was just a first step. “Lord, help me to really listen. Use me as 
an instrument of healing because her pain is tremendous.” 
 

It is so hard to hear in our world. The distractions and obstacles seem insurmountable. It is even more  
difficult to listen. Jesus knew this. One of the lengthiest and most involved parables is about hearing. It has 
been called the parable of the sower or the parable of the soils. (Parable found in Matthew 13:1-23, Mark  
4:1-20, or Luke 8:4-15) The parable starts and ends with the instruction to listen. God speaks and we were 
created with the awesome responsibility to listen. God wants us to hear, and even more, God want us to have 
a hearing heart. As Lloyd John Ogilvie put it, “Jesus is compassionately concerned about the hearing  
capacity of our hearts.” 
 
God wants us to hear, because God has the best news for us, the news of His forgiveness and very presence 
with us. God wants us to hear because He has the blueprint for living. The parable connects true hearing with 
understanding….the one who hears and understands it. The word for “understanding” is being able to  
incorporate God’s word into our very being, being able to live it out. 
 
In the parable, the hard soil is described as both those who have shut down because of hardships and  
heartaches in their lives and those whose own pride and self-righteousness has led them to worship their own 
ideas or self over God. The rocky ground represents our failure to take responsibility to grow in faith and 
thus live out our faith in lives of service. In the thorny ground, the thorns are our distractions-entertainment 
or wealth or busyness or anxieties. 
 
We live in a time when listening is paramount. If listening is such a challenge in normal times, it is even 
more challenging in a deeply fractured society. We are called to listen more closely to God and to become 
more intentional about our faith development and our outreach to others. We are called to live out our faith 
by listening with our hearts to those who are in pain or those who are overwhelmed by the cacophony of 
voices that further divide and erode our souls. 
 
I am increasingly disheartened by the unwillingness of people to even try to listen and find common ground. 
Some are so certain that their way is the only way that a seed could not possibly be planted. Most have  
become so engrossed with the divide and arguments that spending time on their knees or their days helping 
the poor and struggling is lost. There are forests full of rocky and thorny ground. 
 
Our ability to listen to others is about more than just distractions. For some, tone and presentation become 
hindrances. It would be generalizing way too much, but older people have difficulty listening to heartfelt 
presentations about issues when there is sarcasm and profanity. Younger people have difficulty listening to 
heartfelt presentations when they perceive a tone of self-righteousness and judgement. Both may have keen 
insights or deep concern about an issue or people, but it gets lost, and the work God needs to do through us is 
sidetracked. 
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I am reminded of the argument among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest. It can be 
found in Luke 9:46. Jesus had healed a man, been in the thick of sadness, and predicted His death and  
suffering. The disciples seemed completely oblivious to the pain around them. The disciples seemed  
completely oblivious to Jesus’ deep sharing that He was going to have to suffer pain and sacrifice because of 
humanity’s sin and suffering. The disciples were just thinking about themselves. 
 
Protests and profanity are often born of pain. Our society is racked with pain. The numbers of hungry,  
mistreated, and desperate people speak loudly that we as the church have not been good soil. We have been 
too comfortable and like those early disciples, spent way too much time arguing and thinking about who is 
right. We spend way too much time thinking about ourselves.  It is the time for lengthy prayers. It is the time 
to listen to God and seek wisdom that is not found in any current view being spouted. It is time to ask for 
forgiveness. It is the time to listen to those in pain, even if the methods used to communicate their pain cause 
us discomfort. Our willingness to listen to another, and not demand to be right, helps prepare the soils of 
their hearts to receive God’s love. 
 
I am praying daily for God to equip me and others to lead during this time. I am surrendering it to God and 
asking for wisdom because the task leaves me completely humbled and on my knees. It is not just about  
listening; it is about living out God’s call. God not only expects us to hear the pain of others. God expects us 
to respond to it. 
 
I am so thankful that the parable of the soils ends with the good soil. When God’s word falls on good soil, it 
is amazingly productive and wonderful. It is not too late. God is a God of new beginnings.  
 
“Lord, help me to really listen. Help me to really listen to You and open my ears to those in despair. Use me 
as an instrument of healing because there is tremendous pain all around us. It is through Your name, Jesus, 
that I pray. Amen.” 
 
Pastor Brenda 

BLOOD DRIVES—SIGN UP TODAY 
Muir’s Chapel will be providing our KCC to the Red Cross for several blood 
drives during the month of August.  We are not sponsoring these drives, so 
we cannot sign you up, but if you are interested in giving, visit  
redcrossblood.org and search for one of the times below!   
 
AUGUST BLOOD DRIVES IN KCC 
 

Mon 8/3 1 – 5:30 

Wed 8/5 1 – 5:30 

Wed 8/12 1 – 5:30 

Fri 8/14 1 – 5:30 

Mon 8/17 10 - 2:30 

Wed 8/19 10 – 2:30 

Mon 8/24 10 – 2:30 

Thur 8/27  1 – 5:30 

“END RACISM NOW” SIGNS 
The Northern Piedmont District of the 
United Methodist Church sponsored 
the purchase of “End Racism Now” 
yard signs for churches in the district. 
David and Cammie Berrier are our  
representatives and have signs  
available if you would like one. David’s 
email is dberrier26@gmail.com. There 
is a suggested donation of $8. 

ONLINE SERVICE UPDATE 
We have had difficulty with the online 

chat platform for the Sunday morning 

worship the past two weeks. We  

apologize and think we have it fixed 

now. Remember, you can watch the 

service on YouTube at any time 

throughout the week!  

redcrossblood.org
mailto:dberrier26@gmail.com
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Mary Kerr Cooke 

4 

Carolyn Cooke 

Tim Oakes 

Ashley Rand 

6 

Dawnene Bucher 

Peggy Keeling 
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Darrell Poynter 

Robert Willis 

8 

Landon Browning 

Nick Hastings 

9 

Clayton Butler 

Susan Cord 

Marie Shelton 

Julian Williams 

10 

Mamie Facuette 

Ellen Hopkins 

Scott Sullivan 

Monica Zigbuo 

11 

Donna Gorham 

Harper Masters 

Henry Reiland 

12 

Jessica Tapp 

15 

Kate Hudson 

SYMPATHY 
Our sincere Christian sympathy is  

extended to Robin Bass and family 

on the passing of her husband Gary 

Bass, on July 18, 2020, and to  

Margaret Brown and family on the 

passing of her husband, Jack Brown, 

on July 22, 2020. 

THANK YOU 
 

We would like to thank our church 

family for their thoughts, prayers, 

memorials and more for my  

sweetheart and our mother.  We 

appreciate everyone’s kindness  

during this difficult time. 
 

Stan, Nina, Don and Gayle 

CAMP MEETING DEVOTIONS 
During the month of August, you 
should receive a weekly Camp Meeting 
Devotion booklet by mail or email.  You 
can also find the booklet each week on 
our website and Facebook. Contact the 
church office if you did not receive a 
copy or if you would like extras.    
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GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH 
In memory of Bryan Walker 

 For the Budget 
  By Butch and Cathy Ferguson 
  By Robin Self 

  By Ed and Casey LeBlanc 
  By Tom Transou and Pam Rock 
  By Earl and Zona Ridout 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 

  By Rodney and Susan Morrow 
In memory of Irvin Angel 

 For the Budget 

  By Butch and Cathy Ferguson 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Ed and Jeris Holden 
In memory of Margaret Brown’s sister, 

Frances Satterfield 

 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Aldersgate Sunday School  
In memory of Gary Bass 

 For the Budget 
  By Clarence and Marie Slaughter 
 For the Music Ministry 

  By Alvin and Libby Butler 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Tony and Jeanette Lewis 

July 19th 
Offering 
Giving $8,430.01 
Other Income $192.50 
Budget $8,622.51 
Designated Funds $2,905.50 

July 26th 
Offering 
Giving $2,565.00 
Other Income $50.00 
Budget $2,615.00 
Designated Funds $885.00 

In memory of Dot Yeager 
 For the Budget 
  By Jo Ann Marsh 
 For the Music Ministry 
  By Clarence and Marie Slaughter 
  By Butch and Cathy Ferguson 
  By David and Tammy Bowman 
  By Doris & Robin Self 
  By Norman and Sally Smith 
  By Susan Bray 
  By Bill and Joan Noell 
  By Howard and Donna Dalche 
  By Rodney and Susan Morrow 
  By Tom Transou and Pam Rock 
  By Howard and Jackie Sullivan 
  By Nancy Kennon 
  By Earl and Zona Ridout 
  By Ed and Casey LeBlanc 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Ed and Jeris Holden 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Aldersgate Sunday School 
  By Fellowship Sunday School 
  By Bob and Hallie Williams 
In memory of Jack Brown 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Sam and Pat Smoak 

For Congregational Care 

  By Alvin and Libby Butler 

 For the Music Ministry 

  By Susan Bray 

  By Ray and Amy Seals 

  By Clarence and Marie Slaughter 

  By Charlie and Carolee Lovelace 

  By Carol Cook 

In honor of Margaret Brown, Brandi 

Ollis and Alison Ludemann 

 For the Music Ministry 

  By Charlie and Carolee Lovelace 


