
 

 

COURAGE 
 “Be strong and of  good courage, do not fear nor be afraid of  them; for the LORD your God,  
He is the One who goes with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31: 6 

 
I have observed it all around me in the last two months. It has always been there. I have just been particularly  
attuned to it during this time of pandemic. Courage. Keith Carlson, a nurse, wrote in his blog that “when we 
write the profiles of courageous human beings in the face of COVID-19 the accumulated stories will be enough to 
fill the Library of Congress.” 1 My sense is that we could fill a library just from the stories of our own congrega-
tion members and the communities that are our home here in Guilford County.  
 
Courage is truly everywhere. It is in the cashier at Harris Teeter who checked me out last week. She shared that 
the day was particularly exhausting because her mask had been on for hours and it is more taxing to breathe with 
the mask. It is Alison Payne, Alvin and Libby Butler’s granddaughter, who is a nurse. She lives in Sanford, NC 
but has responded to the call from New York City for nurses and is now laboring under long shifts to help an 
overwhelmed hospital. It is in all of our nurses and doctors and emergency responders. 
 
It is in educators tackling a steep learning curve preparing lessons online. It is in educators calling and checking 
on students long after the class sessions are complete. It is in parents who have given new definition to  
multi-tasking as they work with their children on school projects and give attention to zoom meetings and  
conference calls. It is in nursing home employees as they daily enter areas prone to outbreaks and lovingly care 
for the residents. It is in the residents in the nursing homes who have already lived courageously through WWII 
and a Great Depression, and now face this challenge without the physical presence of loved ones. 
 
These stories will get told in the months ahead, and I do not know how to express enough gratitude for these  
heroes. Yet for today, it is the stories of courage that we have always been surrounded by that God has reminded 
me of in the midst of this moment in history. When Kemp Gordon passed away a few weeks ago, it was Kemp’s 
courage that kept filling my eyes with tears. Kemp had suffered a traumatic brain injury decades ago after an  
accident. Yet every Sunday, Kemp greeted all of us with a smile. He held out his hand. He expressed gratitude for 
worship and his Sunday school class. He made heroic efforts to contribute remarks in discussions. My guess is 
that you know many who suffer from memory loss or dementia. How brave they are every single day! How  
courageous are their caregivers and families. 
 
Perhaps I am the most convicted by the conversations I have had with those who were already struggling  
financially before COVID-19. They were either unemployed or under employed, living paycheck to paycheck. 
They have lived through the game all too many people have played- take one step forward and then get pushed 
back two or three steps. A major illness strikes. A surgery is needed. I cannot construct a hierarchy of courage, 
but they are near the top. How much courage it takes to feel powerless in a huge wheel, but to get up and each day 
tackle the tasks at hand. How much courage it takes to still dream, still try to find a career path, still take care of 
oneself and even have compassion for those around you. You are also my heroes. You are stronger than most. 
 

Continued on Page 2 



 

PASTOR BRENDA’S MESSAGE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
 
Corey Ciocchetti writes, “Courage is the mental or moral strength to venture, persevere, and withstand danger, 
fear, or difficulty.”2   Courage has never been the absence of fear. It is those that engage with the struggles.  
Ciocchetti goes on  to write that George R.R. Martin described this idea well in his Game of Thrones series, 
“Bran thought about it. “Can a man still be brave if he’s afraid?” “That’s the only time a man can be brave,”  
his father told him.3 

 

Courage is called for right now. Of all the virtues, the world needs this one. Be reassured that we can move  
forward with courage because we do not move forward alone. God is the One who goes ahead of us, beside us, 
and never leaves us. He is a prayer away. He is a breath away. Sometimes, he is even carrying you unawares. It 
is the time to pray for courage right now, because there has always been the need to feed the poor, to work for 
justice, to demonstrate kindness and compassion for any and all who struggle. 
 
“To dare is to lose one’s footing momentarily. To not dare is to lose oneself.” Soren Kierkegaard 
 
1“Reflections on courage in the midst of a pandemic” by Keith Carlson  
2 https://ethics.blog/virtues-courage/ 

HAVE GOODWILL MAY 10TH AND MAY 17TH 
As part of our "Heart of the Matter" series, everyone is invite to participate in small creative  
projects that help us engage with the heart of the matter, AND show love to others.   
 

May 10: Make "stained glass" hearts to catch and reflect the light, representing Jesus as the light of 
the world. Get creative with items you have at home: cardstock/cardboard, tissue paper, wax paper, 
cling wrap, markers etc.   Hang these in your windows or trees for everyone to see!   
Alternatively, keep a candle burning this week to remind you that Jesus is our light.  
                                                  Text or call a friend and invite them to do the same and say a prayer together. 
 

                                                  May 17: Recipes that nourish. Think about your favorite nourishing recipe- the one you can   

                                                  make without thinking about it, that you always have the ingredients on hand for.  Write this  

                                                  recipe out on a card for a neighbor, and leave it on their porch! Bonus points: gather the  

                                                  ingredients for the recipe and leave the meal kit as well!  Get young kids involved by teaching  

                                                  them the recipe and let them help you make it! Nourishing food reminds us that Jesus is the                     

                                                  vine who nourishes our souls. 

 

AN UPDATE FROM STAFF PARISH 
 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church requires that every  

pastor be appointed annually. With great pleasure we can announce that  

Bishop Leeland and the Cabinet of the Western North Carolina Conference 

has reappointed Pastor Brenda to Muir's Chapel for another year. We're 

thrilled with the decision and are sure you share our excitement in having  

Pastor Brenda back as our Senior Pastor and Spiritual Leader.  
 

Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committee  

http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/author/keith-carlson
https://ethics.blog/virtues-courage/


 

16 
Grayson Williams 

17 
Susan Lowe 
Ed Phillips 

18 
Judy Thomas 
Chris Whiting 

19 
Monica Moore 

20 
Amy Freyberger 
Susan Savovic 

21 
Lori Escalera 
Holly Mitchell 

23 
Evelyn Foster 
Austin Love 

Walter Mueller 
William Scott 

 

24 
Kent Lee, Jr. 
Cara Oakes 

Noah Williams 
25 

John Sutherland 
26 

Austin Bason 
Linda Price 
Tim Tsujii 

28 
John Davis 
Robert Dix 
Bill Smith 

30 
Stephanie Bason 

Egan Conrad 
Neceva Davis 

Jordan Jennings 
Jamey Ollis 

Phyllis Smith 
Brandon Tapp 

SYMPATHY 
 

Our sincere Christian sympathy is extend-
ed to Irene Wright on the passing of her 
niece and to Justin Conrad on the passing 
of his aunt, Kathryn Conrad. Kathryn 
passed away peacefully on April 22, 2020.  

 
Below is the correct address for Kemp  
Gordon’s daughter if you wish to send a 
sympathy card: 
 

Carie Gordon Graham and Family 
4405 Southport Road 

Greensboro NC 27410  

Brandi Ollis 
Justin Ollis 
Anneita Minor 
Steven Minor 
Julie Amerson 
Charles Amerson 
Jenny Eaves 
Donna Owens 
Sylvia Coleman 
Karen Donawerth 
MacKenzie  
Hastings 
Sue Sciabbarrasi 
Robin Bass 
Courtney Ollis 
Courtney Robarge 
Becky Cummings 
Susan Cox 

JoAnn Scott 
Liz Honeycutt 
Kristin Butler 
Pam Ballard 
(Sandy Cantliffe's 
Sister) 
Dr. Ronald Neal 
Anna Shaffer 
Nikki Tsujii 
Meghan Pope 
Tiffany Love 
Kassinabin Soro 
Jeannie Martin 
James Ludemann 
Dr. Duncan Vincent 
Dawnene Bucher 
Alison Payne 

WELCOME OUR  
NEW ACCOMPANIST 

Kenny Phillips 
 

Full Bio in the next Voice. 



 

 

 
 

Rev. Brenda Newman, Senior Pastor 
 pastorbrenda@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Brian Edwards, Director of Youth & Discipleship  
 bedwards@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Kim Hastings, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 khastings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Laurin Daniels Allred, Director of Music & Creative Arts 
 ldallred@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Blake Cummings, Facilities Manager 
 bcummings@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Sandy Cantliffe, Office & Financial Manager 
 scantliffe@muirschapelumc.com 
 

Alison Ludemann, Church Secretary 
 aludemann@muirschapelumc.com 
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GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH 
In memory of Kemp Gordon 
 For the Budget 
  By RSM US LLP 
  By Debra Gordon 
 For Congregational Care 
  By Dorothy Gordon 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Agape Class 
In honor of Nancy and Larry Elkins 
 For the Budget 
  By Dorothy Walker 
In honor of Billy and Frankie Britt 
 For the Britt Scholarship Fund 
  By Theresa Lee 
In honor of Baby Isaac 
 For the Medical Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Tom and Sue Blanton 
  By Ed and Jeris Holden 
  By Rick and Glenda Gallant  
  By Karen Holmes 
  By Gaynelle Joyner 
In honor of Ginger Farnsworth 
 For the Budget 
  By Dorothy Walker 
In honor of Mr. and Mrs. Duke Elkins 
 For the Budget 
  By Dorothy Walker 

April 26 
Offering 
Giving $4,135.31 
Other Income $125.00 
Budget $4,260.13 
Designated Funds $2,457.69 

 

May 3 
Offering 
Giving $12,130.0 
Other Income $275.00 
Budget $12,405.00 
Designated Funds $2,595.00 

IN THE HOSPITAL 
 

Jean Maulden & Dot Yeager 

CAN YOU HELP OUT? 
 

Both our Congregational Care and  
Medical Good Samaritan Funds could use 
some love at the moment. We would  
especially like to be able to offer love and 
support to the Robarge family. Baby Isaac 
was at Duke Children's Hospital for 2½ 
months, and now is in the midst of his 
joyful, but long uphill climb to health at 
home with his family. As always, thank 
you for your generosity and stay safe! 

THANK YOU 
I want to thank everyone that took the 
time to send me cards and letters 
after the passing of my daughter 
Melinda. It has been a sad time par-
tially because of the "stay at home" 
order but your thoughts and well 
wishes were like rays of sunshine. 
  

Ann Yarbray 

 
To our Muir’s Chapel family:  
 

Thank you so much for the thoughts, 
prayers and continued support you 
have given our family through the 
birth and NICU stay of our son, 
Isaac.  It has meant so much to us to 
know that our family has had the love 
and support of the church during this 
difficult time.  We look forward to the 
time when we can share Isaac with 
our church family.   
 

Sincerely, The Robarge Family- 
Shawn, Courtney, Eli and Isaac 


