
 

 

“Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. Let the fields  
be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy.”  Psalm 96: 11-2  (NIV) 

 

“The heavens declare the glory of God, the skies proclaim the work of his hands.” Psalm 19:1 (NIV) 

 
Spring has never been more beautiful. At least, that is the way it seems 
for me this year. I believe it is a combination of two factors- the extra 
time I have had in the evenings for long walks and the rainy winter 
which has produced an abundance of gorgeous blooms. Nature has been 
inspiring humanity since the beginning of time, but for me, it has  
consistently lifted my spirits and filled me with joy.  When I need  
clarity a long walk does the job. When I need renewing, mountains, 
sunsets, flowers, and dogwood trees fill my cup again. It is even more 
than this for me. The heavens declare the glory and goodness and  
power of God. The stunning portfolio of colors not only assure me that 
God is good, but that God is overflowing with a graciousness and  
generosity that will defeat all that works against life. Spring is God’s 
message to me that He is still creating, still working out His purposes 
for His creation, and always has the last word. 
 
It is true that spring typically abounds with traditions- from spring 
cleaning to yard sales to egg hunts to candy to May Day.  In other  
cultures, spring is wildly celebrated with traditions such as a water  
festival in Thailand where locals and tourists alike have great fun with 
water guns and pressure hoses and buckets. Our sons would have loved 
this growing up!  In northern India, the brilliant colors of the blossoms 
are celebrated by throwing colored powder at one another. There are 
countless traditions involving eggs. I especially enjoyed learning of a 
tradition that traces its roots to ancient Latvia where if a girl were to 
give eggs to a boy, it meant the following:  two eggs: meant she wasn’t 
interested, three eggs: meant she might be interested, four eggs; meant 
she intended to marry him for his money, and five eggs; meant she was 
madly in love.1 Our sons would not have liked this tradition! 
 
There has not been much of the typical, however, for the spring of 
2020.  Traditional celebrations have been on hold. I rejoice, however, 
because all around me there is not only an abundance of beauty in  
nature, but also an abundance of good will, creativity, humor, and  
people spreading joy. The news recently featured a lady who displays a 
different painting each day in her driveway. Families out walking pause 
and discuss the paintings. A musician in New York has been bellowing 
out solos from his window, and closer to home, we are enjoying mini 
piano concerts from our own local talent. (Check out Tom Vincent on 
Facebook.)                                                            Continued on Page 2 



 

PASTOR BRENDA’S ARTICLE CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1 
 
Spring is about life, hope, beauty, and growth. It is about the joy of 
God’s presence with us. It is about the assurance that God is at work to 
heal us and restore us – that the pandemic will not have the last word.  
God has put within His creation all that is needed for life. This includes 
that God has put within humanity the intelligence, creativity, and resili-
ence that is needed. God will lead those in research to a vaccine. We 
observe around us every day the strength and courage of our doctors 
and nurses. In those of us less on the frontlines, we observe the creative 
ways people are sharing to bring joy and hope. All of life comes from 
God, and in this Easter season, we remember the Easter message that 
there is finally no power that can defeat God and God’s plan for His 
creation. Spring is resurrection and resurrection is everywhere. 
 

Pastor Brenda 
 
1https://www.rd.com/culture/spring-celebrations-around-the-world/  

DEAR MEMBERS AND 
FRIENDS, 
 
Due to the “stay at home” order,  
the office has been closed. However,  
we are working! You can email any of 
the staff, and if you are not able to 
reach them, call Pastor Brenda at  
704-785-7948. She will answer  
questions or direct your questions to 
the appropriate staff person. 
 
Keep connected with us online! Find 
morning prayer times, chapel, devo-
tions and Sunday morning worship on 
our website, Facebook, and our 
YouTube channel. 

STEEPLE REPAIR 
Steeples are kind of like people!  

They need to be in good shape on the outside as well as the inside. 

CHURCH SERVICES 
When will we meet again? It is true that your Pastor and Staff miss seeing you! We do not know, 
however, when we will resume regular worship. We are both waiting to hear guidelines from the 
State and practicing an abundance of caution because we value your health. The earliest I anticipate 
resuming worship is the third Sunday in May, though it may be longer. We will send out a mass email 
and written communication when an open date is set!  

https://www.rd.com/culture/spring-celebrations-around-the-world/
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SYMPATHY 
Please remember the Kemp Gordon 
family in your prayers as Kemp 
passed away on April 13, 2020.  
 

There was a private graveside service 
for Kemp on Monday April 20. There 
will be a memorial service held at the 
church at a later date. 
  

You may send cards to his daughter 
at the address below: 
 

Carissa (Carey) Graham 
4001 Sourgum Ct. 
Greensboro, NC 27410 

LOCKABLE MAILBOX 
 

We now have a lockable mailbox for 
not only the postman to securely 
leave our mail, but for you to safely 
and securely leave checks or mes-
sages for us. You should feel safe 
that dropping your check or notes in 
the box will be secure at all times so 
that you may come by at any time, 
especially when the office is closed 
for lunch or errands or after hours. 
Soon, we will have an additional box 
that does not lock that we will use to 
leave items for people to pick up 
when the office is closed.  

Annual Conference has 
been postponed.   

There will not be a      
meeting in June.  

Muir's Chapel 
has received a 
PPL loan from 
the SBA to  
assist us 
through this 
time of  
pandemic. We are indebted to 
Sandy Cantliffe and our  
leaders for the swift completion 
of this process.  

UPPER ROOMS  
The May/June Upper Room Devo-
tionals are now available.  You may 
stop by the church office to pick a 
copy up (they are sitting outside on 
the office steps) OR we can mail a 
copy to you!  Contact Alison by email 

or her cell, 336-317-8243.   
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GIFTS FOR THE CHURCH 
In memory of Charlotte Trueblood 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund and  
 For Congregational Care 
  By Larry and Janet Millard 
In memory of Charlotte Trueblood and  
In honor of Baby Isaac 
 For Medical Congregational Care 
  By Larry and Janet Millard  
In memory of Charlotte Trueblood 
 For Building Bridges 
  By Her Family 
In memory of Virginia Cudworth 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Earl and Zona Ridout 
In memory of Virginia Cudworth 
 For Congregational Care 
  By Bob and Chris Graham 
In memory of Virginia Cudworth 
 For the Budget 
  By Bud and Virginia Causey,               
  TJ and Tammy Causey and  
  James and Carol Ann Causey 
In memory of Ida Smith’s Sister-in-law 
 For Congregational Care  
  By Aldersgate Class 
In memory of Kemp Gordon 
 For the Budget 
  By Susan Bray 

April 12 

 

Offering 

Giving $7,350.00 

Other Income $150.00 

Budget $7,500.00 

Designated Funds $2,325.00 

 

April 19 

 

Offering 

Giving $8,485.00 

Other Income $750.00 

Budget $9,235.00 

Designated Funds $17,110.25 

PRAYER CHAIN 
If you would like to receive  

messages from the prayer chain, 

please send your email address to 

Sandy or Alison in the church office.    

In memory of Kemp Gordon 
 For the Budget 
  By Jay and Lynda Gordon 
In memory of Kemp Gordon 
 For the Budget 
  By Hardware Distributors, Inc. 
In memory of Kemp Gordon 
 For the Budget 
  By Verne and Linda Stickler 
In honor of Baby Isaac 
 For Medical Congregational Care 
  By Rodney and Susan Morrow 
In honor of Sherry Bancroft 
 For the Good Samaritan Fund 
  By Bud and Reba Maxson 


