
Marivic J. Malmis

Statistics
● Age: 35
● Sex: Female
● Occupation: sari-sari store, processed meat vendor, masseuse
● Loan cycle: 1
● Application y/n: YES (SPOUSE)
● Spouse/family: Fely Malmis, 37, loan collector at Carmen MPC
● 4 children: grades 9, 7, 1, and preschool

Story
When Marivic was 17 years old, she moved from Bohol to Manila to start her own business. She
was already a masseuse, but wanted to find a way to earn more money. First, she opened a
roadside fruit stand. Next, with the profits from her fruit stand, she opened a sari-sari store that
sold rice and was also able to afford to attend a few business seminars. Soon after, she opened
a third store. Although all three enterprises were successful, she became very ill and had to
return to Bohol.



After recovering from her illness, Marivic wanted to return to Manila, but her grandmother was
adamant about her staying in Bohol and continuing to be a local masseuse. Although she was
quite resistant to the idea, she ended up respecting her grandmother’s request and remained in
Bohol. After meeting her husband and getting married, she once again proposed moving back
to Manila, but he did not want to leave his relatives behind.

In 2013, Marivic’s house was greatly affected by the earthquake in Bohol. Since her husband
was a Carmen MPC loan collector, however, he was able to take advante of the co-op’s ‘salary
loan’ and insurance to pay for the renovations.

She opened her sari-sari store in front of her home about three years later. With her husband’s
co-op membership, Marivic has been able to purchase products for her store at Carmen MPC’s
sari-sari store at just-below-market prices and receive an annual patronage refund for shopping
there. Shopping there saves her a lot more money than shopping at a regular store.



Despite not moving back to Manila, Marivic’s business connections there have greatly
contributed to her success in Bohol. In 2018, she began receiving shipments of processed meat
from a supplier in Manila to sell in her store, as well as to personally deliver to her customers’
homes. This type of processed meat has been one of her best-selling products.

In 2019, her husband learned of the WMF project and took out a loan of 10,000 PHP. This
money allowed Marivic to purchase a few piglets to start a hog raising business. For a while,
she was raising piglets for two months and then selling them to meat vendors in the area. Since
the municipality of Carmen subsidizes hog raising, this was a very economical option for starting
an additional business. The profits from selling the piglets have helped her pay for her children’s
education.

The WMF loan also enabled Marivic to increase the amount of household products that she
sells from her home, as well as open a second, more accessible sari-sari stand along the
highway, since her home is a few kilometers from the main road. Her fastest selling product is
an herbal pain reliever known as Rex Miracle Liniment. Because of the additional WMF funds,
she can afford to get this product delivered to her from Cebu once a month. Overall her
business is going strong because she is the only one in the area who sells this type of product,
and she has a competitive edge by being able to offer massages at the site of her store.

She would eventually like to raise local, organic chicken and become a supplier to local
restaurants and markets. This is becoming an increasingly popular market since native chickens
are less likely to get sick and are a healthier source of protein overall. Traditional raising
methods are not only healthier, but also less costly, since commercial feeds are expensive.

She is proud of helping her children through their education and will continue allocating her
profits to supporting them. She would benefit from being able to borrow greater sums of money



so that she could make improvements to her enterprises at the same time. However, she does
feel that WMF is a really good project because of the low interest rate of 1%. This is a very
affordable rate compared to that of other Microfinance institutions in Bohol.


