
Jessica Basil

Statistics

● Age: 44
● Sex: Female
● Sagbayan, Bohol
● Occupation: Sari-Sari store
● Loan Cycle: 19
● Spouse: Eric Z. Basil; Elected barangay official & habal-habal driver
● 5 children (including one college graduate)
● Application available (y/n): Yes

Story

Jessica started her sari-sari business about 20 years ago, but prior to her Wisconsin
Microfinance loan, she would travel to the Carbon Public Market to buy candies and other
goods, and ship them back to her store in Sagbayan. Although this was not the most convenient
way to restock her store, it was less costly than buying products locally. When the earthquake
hit Sagbayan (the epicenter) in 2013, however, her store and home were completely destroyed
and she was unable to continue her business. In the aftermath, many people with destroyed



homes had to relocate to another barangay, but her family decided to stay put, as they were
dedicated to rebuilding their home and store. It took them about three years to do so.

In 2015, Jessica’s husband, an elected barangay official, learned of the Wisconsin Microfinance
program through acquaintances who worked at the Carmen Multi-Purpose Cooperative. Jessica
decided to travel the 15 kilometers from Sagbayan to Carmen and apply for her first loan. With
the additional capital, she was able to purchase the inventories for her store and restart her
business.

With the help of her husband, who is also a habal-habal (motorcycle) driver, she now travels to
the city of Tubigon to buy her products at the main supermarket there every other day, instead
of going all the way to Carbon. Products include basic consumer goods and personal products,
as well as beer, wine, and soft drinks. They also can now travel around the area to buy sweet
corn from various farmers and sell it at her store. In addition to this, she wakes up at 5am every
morning to prepare ice water to sell to school children on their way to school or during their



lunch break. Since her store is close to the school, she has a daily customer flow of students
and others in the neighborhood. Thanks to the income generated from the store, Jessica has
been able to send her children to school, afford the family’s basic needs, and pay for their
household bills.

Although Jessica is on her nineteenth loan cycle, she is still resistant to moving on from the
WMF project because of the low interest rate of 1%. Although she has been successful,
expanding the store is in question since she is concerned about whether municipal road
widening will affect her roadside store. For now, she can only hope for the best and will continue
to use her income to help her children finish their studies. Only one of her five children has
already graduated from university, and since her youngest is three years old, she still has many
years of schooling to pay for.


