
Jayson M. Ybañez

Statistics
● Age: 29
● Sex: Male
● Occupation: hog raising, mango ice candy vendor, Carmen MPC store cashier
● Loan cycle: 2
● Application available y/n: YES
● Spouse: Carol O. Ybañez
● One son, 3 years old

Story

For the past six months, Jayson M. Ybanez, 29, has been selling mango-flavored ice candy out
of his home. The ice candy business has been complementary to the piggery, his main source
of income.



Jayson began working for the Carmen Multi-Purpose Cooperative as a store cashier when he
was just 19 years old, making him one of their longest-standing members. Until the WI
Microfinance Project came to Carmen, his involvement with the coop was confined to his role as
a staff member. As additional income to his cashier wage, he grew and sold bananas on a
small-scale. When loans became available via the project, he took out his first loan and
purchased a second sow for breeding, “many” additional piglets, and feed for them.

Jayson’s best-selling products differ from month to month. For example, during the “ber months”
(September, October, November, December), known here as the holiday season, it is most
common to sell the meat by kilo in the public market. During the month of May, on the other
hand, meat from the pigs is sellable for “lechon”, a Filipino delicacy consisting of pork roasted
on a spit.

The issue with this is that in order to sell pigs for lechon, they have to reach maturity, which is a
weight of 30-35 kg. For Jayson and his family, whether or not they are able to do this depends
on their financial situation at the time. Since his cashier wage goes to offsetting his loan dues,
the mango ice candy business is all they have during the 3-5 months it takes for pigs to reach
maturity. Oftentimes the profits from this are not enough to sustain them during those months; in
which case Jayson will sell the piglets to another hog raiser.

When he sells the meat, Jayson is able to meet the basic needs of his family. Because of the
loan, he explains, he is more at ease given that his child will not have to experience the same
economic hardships that he and his wife have. This has been a huge relief for him, because his



chief concern is that CJ, his three-year old son, will have access to everything he needs in order
to live a comfortable life, beginning with an education.

Moreover, now that the ball is rolling, Jayson is confident that he will be able to continue to
develop and improve his business with the additional capital he receives from Wisconsin
Microfinance. In five years, he sees himself being able to sustain the needs of him and his
family on a consistent basis. This is in part due to his plans to allocate more funds to
maintaining an increasingly large water supply. While they currently live 100 meters away from a
water supply, in order to grow the business, they need additional water to sustain additional
pigs.



Largely, however, this is due to the interest rate being so low, Jayson pointed out. At 1%, the
interest rate of the loans available through the project are about 20% lower than anything else
available to him in Carmen. He adds that he is very proud to be one of the beneficiaries which
have access to such a rate.

“I hope that the project will last and that it will be enough to make the beneficiaries more
sustainable in their businesses, so that they can afford to have their own capital for improving

their business.”


