
Evelyn Palado

Statistics

● Age: 46
● Sex: Female
● Occupation: pineapple plantation, Carmen MPC store cashier
● Loan cycle: 4
● Application available (y/n): YES; Carmen MPC
● Spouse/family: Manuel Palado, 51; hospital security guard
● 5 children (including 2 college students and 1 college graduate)

Story

Before her first WMF loan, Evelyn was a rice farmer. Due to a long dry season, however, most
of her harvest burned and she was unable to make any income from it. Since she did not have
her own irrigation system, she could only rely on rainfall to irrigate her crops. When the harvest
failed, her family had to rely solely on her husband’s income to afford their basic needs.



Evelyn learned of the WMF project through her work as a full-time cashier at Carmen MPC.
After availing her first loan, she bought fertilizer with the hope of reviving her rice plants. She
was able to harvest some of them, but most were simply not good enough to sell.

After this unsuccessful attempt to revive her rice field, Evelyn decided to take out a second loan
to start a pineapple plantation on a plot of land near her mother’s home. She chose to pursue
pineapples instead of rice because they have the ability to thrive even during droughts.

Evelyn now has a pineapple plantation with over 7,000 pineapple plants. Since it takes the
plants approximately one year to bear fruit, she has not yet had her first harvest. However, she
plans on selling the pineapples in the local marketplace when they will be ready for
consumption.

Evelyn would like to have an additional pineapple plantation in the future. She already has
another plot of land, but she does not have enough capital to purchase more seedlings for
expansion. Seedlings currently cost 3 PHP each in cash payment or 5 PHP each by credit.
Because of limited soil fertility, she also would need to buy enough fertilizer for both plots of
land.

Another one of Evelyn’s greatest challenges is keeping up with maintenance costs. The
pineapple plants need to be cleared of weeds three times a season and the soil needs to be
fertilized twice. What’s more, the pineapple plants have razor sharp leaves, making them difficult
to maintain. Since she works at the co-op full-time, she hires her siblings and cousins to tend to
the field. Having to wait a year for the plants to bear fruit makes it difficult for her to keep up with
the labor expenses throughout the year.



Although the WMF project has made a huge difference to her business, she is interested in
even larger loans. Unlike other WMF beneficiaries who have various business ventures, the
pineapple plantation is Evelyn’s only source of income. The sooner she has more capital, the
sooner she will be able to expand her harvest capacity and the easier it will be for her to pay her
relatives on-time. However, she is grateful to be in the pineapple business since the
maintenance costs often create barriers to entry for most people.


