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Why Did Earth Day Start? -

• In the late 1960’s, Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, a well- known environmentalist, was 
concerned about the Earth’s ongoing problems with oil spills, polluting factories and power 
plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, pesticides, the expansion of freeways, the loss of wilderness, 
and the extinction of wildlife. With the help of other lawmakers, he created Earth Day as a way 
to teach people about the importance of improving our environment.  Senator Nelson wrote to 
colleges and put an article in Scholastic magazine hoping children would join Earth Day’s cause.  
After word got around, the first Earth Day Celebration was held April 22, 1970.

• Importance of Earth Day-

• Earth Day is an annual event, celebrated on April 22, on which day events worldwide are held 
to demonstrate support for environmental protection. It was first celebrated in 1970, and is 
now coordinated by the Earth Day Network and is celebrated in more than 193 countries each 
year.”

• Earth Day celebrations promote various ideas to increase environmental awareness among 
people. Some of them include convincing people to buy green Earth-friendly products, focusing 
on the concept of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle, and pledging friends and family to fight against 
global warming.

• Many actions are taken to clean up the environment such as planting trees and saplings, 
collecting and removing garbage, imparting environmental education to others, and cleaning of 
roads and parks, not to mention signing petitions to help the environment and so much more!  
What will you do to help keep our planet clean, healthy, and free of pollution?

https://www.conserve-energy-future.com/GlobalWarmingEffects.php








• The greenhouse effect is a warming of the Earth’s surface and the air above it. It is caused by gases in the air that trap
energy from the Sun. These heat-trapping gases are called greenhouse gases. The most common greenhouse gases are
water vapor, carbon dioxide, and methane. Without the greenhouse effect, Earth would be too cold for life to exist.

• Land, oceans, and plants absorb, or soak up, energy from sunlight. They release some of this energy as heat. Greenhouse
gases absorb the heat and then send it back toward Earth. Without greenhouse gases, this heat would escape back into
space.

• Scientists believe that human activities are increasing the greenhouse effect. When people drive a car or operate a factory,
they burn coal, oil, and other fossil fuels. This adds extra greenhouse gases to the air, and the extra gases trap more heat.
Many scientists think that this has led to global warming, which is a steady rise in the average temperature of Earth’s
surface.

Greenhouse Effect



Planting trees can help to counteract some of 
the effects of human production of 
greenhouse gases. If trees are planted where 
previously there weren't any, they will soak 
up carbon dioxide as they grow, reducing the 
amount of greenhouse gas in the 
atmosphere. It is thought that trees, plants 
and other land-based "carbon sinks" currently 
soak up more than a quarter of all the carbon 
dioxide that humans add to the air each year 
– though that figure could change as the 
planet warms.  Click on the link to the left to 
see a video reading of The Tree Lady. Now 
you know how much difference even one 
person can make to lessen global warming!

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5ca4
13653c368#

https://safeshare.tv/x/ss5ca413653c368














Yard Waste

Food Waste*Acceptable plastics  
now include #5 tubs 
and bowls in addition 
to the normally 
accepted #1 and #2 
bottles and jugs.

Rumpke Acceptable Items vs. Unacceptable Items List
for Drop-Off Recycling Sites

Items That Can Be Recycled: Items that Cannot Be Recycled:

Recycling Tips:
*Don’t bag recyclables
*Put items in bins loose
*Break down boxes
*Remove Styrofoam

Don’t overfill public drop-off 
recycling bins.  Please wait 
until the bins get emptied to 
dispose of additional items.





diapers

1 & 2 are recyclable

recycling bin:

Please put them in a taped box in the trash.



Plastic bags cannot be recycled.  
What can be done about this?  
Click the link below to watch the 
video recording of the reading of 
the  book entitled One Plastic Bag
to see how one woman found a 
way to reuse plastic bags helping 
both the Earth and her 
community.  What can YOU DO?

https://youtu.be/_B6p04Zph04

https://youtu.be/_B6p04Zph04
















Directions:  View this entire Earth Day PowerPoint Presentation and the Earth Day 2021 Video.  Go to the website 
www.preblecountyrecycles.org and select the 2021 Earth Day Contests tab.  Pick ONE of the following contest activities to participate 
in, then drop-off your entries to either the Preble County Solid Waste District Office (4239 US Rt. 127 South, Eaton, Ohio 45320) or the 
Preble Soil and Water Conservation District (2789 US RT. 35 East, West Alexandria, Ohio 45381).  You may also scan and send entries via 
email to Beth Wright at beth.wright@prebswmd.org.  If you have questions call Beth at 937-456-6880.

Elementary Students-
(1) Earth Day Essay- Elementary students should use the Earth Day Essay Form in the 2021 Earth Day Contests tab for all submissions.  
Entries will be judged on neatness, clarity, and originality of ideas.
(2) Coloring  Contest for Elementary Students- Color one of the two versions of the Say NO to Plastic Coloring Sheets (Say NO to Plastic 
Coloring Sheet #1 or #2).  Both sheets are located under the 2021 Earth Day Contests tab.   Entries will be judged on neatness/creativity.
(3) Tree Journal for Elementary Students- Tree Journal pages can be found under the 2021 Earth Day Contests tab.  Fill out as many tree 
journal pages as you can using information from your favorite tree species.  Winners will be judged on having at least three completed 
pages, and on neatness and detail of the entries.  Find a field guide for Ohio trees under the tree journal activity instructions.

Middle School and High School Students-
(1) Middle School /High School students may submit Earth Day essays type-written with a maximum of 500 words detailing the 
importance of Earth Day and good ways to celebrate the holiday.  Entries to be judged on neatness, clarity, spelling and originality of ideas.
(2) High School and Middle School Students may create an original art project using recycled materials of their choice.  Take a picture of 
your project and include a brief description of how your project relates to the Earth Day celebration.    

Be sure to include your name, phone number, school and grade you attend as well as the name of your homeroom teacher.  Winners 
will receive a cool prize package delivered to their school’s main office!  

2021 Earth Day Contests Sponsored by Preble County Solid Waste District &

Preble Soil and Water Conservation District:

Contest Deadline for All Submissions is:  May 17, 2021

mailto:beth.wright@prebswmd.org

