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Local Planning Team
Table BLR.1: Blair Local Planning Team
NAME

ROD STORM
AL SCHOEMAKER
AARON BARROW

TITLE

City Administrator
Director of Public Works
Assistant City Administrator

JURISDICTION
City of Blair
City of Blair
City of Blair

Location and Geography
The City of Blair is located in far east-central portion of Washington County and covers an area
of 5.51 square miles. Major waterways in the area include the Missouri River, forming a portion
of the eastern boundary of the city, Cameron Ditch, Unnamed Creek, and Cauble Creek.
Figure BLR.1: City of Blair
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Transportation
Blair’s major transportation corridors include U.S. Highways 75 and 30, and Nebraska Highways
91 and 133. U.S. Highway 30 has 6,270 vehicles per day, with 1,030 of those being heavy
commercial vehicles. U.S. Highway 75 has 6,795 vehicles per day, of which 630 are heavy
commercial vehicles. Highway 91 has an average total of 1,885 vehicles with 245 heavy
commercial vehicles. Highway 133 was recently upgraded to a four-lane divided highway and has
11,275 vehicles per day, with 750 being heavy commercial vehicles. The planning team indicated
that these highways regularly carry trucks that transport various chemicals through the city and
that spills requiring a response team have occurred in the past. The Union Pacific Railroad has a
rail line that goes through the center of Blair from west to east. Transportation information is
important to hazard mitigation plans because it suggests possible evacuation corridors in the
community, as well as areas more at risk to transportation incidents. Some critical facilities are
located along main transportation routes, including the hospital which is located along U.S.
Highway 75. The Union Pacific Railroad line runs near the water treatment plant.

Demographics
The population of Blair has grown steadily since the early 1900s. The current estimated population
in 2017 was 8,011. Increasing populations are associated with increased hazard mitigation and
emergency planning requirements for development. Increasing populations can also contribute to
increasing tax revenues, allowing communities to pursue additional mitigation projects. Blair’s
population accounted for approximately 39% percent of Washington County’s population in 2017.1
Figure BLR.2: Estimated Population 1870 – 2017
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2

The young, elderly, minorities, and poor may be more vulnerable to certain hazards than other
groups. In comparison to the county, Blair’s population was:
•

1
2

Younger. The median age of Blair was 38.9 years old in 2017, compared with the county
average of 41.2 years. Blair’s population has grown older since 2010, when the median

United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov.
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•

•

age was 33.0 years old. Blair had a smaller proportion of people under 20 years old
(27.8%) than the county (27.0%).3
Greater ethnic diversity. Since 2010, Blair grew more ethnically diverse. In 2010, 1% of
Blair’s population was Black, 1% was Asian, and 1% was two or more races. By 2017, 3%
of Blair’s population was Black, 1% was other races and 2% was two or more races. During
that time, Washington County population was 1% two or more races in 2010 and grew to
2% Black and 1% two or more races in 2017.4
More likely to be at the federal poverty line. The poverty rate in Blair (16.0% of all
persons living below the federal poverty line) is greater than the county’s poverty rate
(9.8%) in 2017.5

Employment and Economics
The city’s economic base is a mixture of industries. In comparison to Washington County, Blair’s
economy had:
•
•
•

Different mix of industries. Employment sectors accounting for 10% or more of
employment in Blair and Washington County included Manufacturing, Retail Trade, and
Educational Services.6
Lower household income. Blair’s median household income in 2017 ($44,855) was
about $21,600 lower than the county ($66,485) in 2017.7
Fewer long-distance commuters. About 68.3% percent of workers in Blair commuted
for fewer than 15 minutes, compared with about 39.1% of workers in Washington County.
About 24.9% of workers in Blair commute 30 minutes or more to work, compared to about
30.4% of the county workers.8

Major Employers
According to the planning team, major employers in Blair include Blair Public Schools, Memorial
Community Hospital, Cargill Bio Campus, Concrete Equipment Company, American Broadband,
Great Plains Communication, Woodhouse Auto Family, Mid-American Computer Corp, Mutual of
Omaha, Sid Dillon, Washington County Bank, Eriksen Construction, Kelly Ryan Equipment, Good
Shepherd Retirement Community, and Crowell Memorial Home.
A large percentage of residents commute to other communities for work. According to the
planning team, 1,430 residents are employed in Blair, while 2,759 residents commute elsewhere.
There are also 3,106 non-residents who are employed in Blair.

Housing
In comparison to Washington County, Blair’s housing stock was:
•
•

Less owner occupied. About 62.8% of occupied housing units in Blair are owner
occupied compared with 76.5% of occupied housing in Washington County in 2017.9
Greater share of aged housing stock. Blair had a larger share of housing built prior to
1970 than the county (43.1% compared to 38.1%).10

United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0101: Age and Sex.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP05: ACS Demographic and Housing Estimates.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
6
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
7
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP03: Selected Economic Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
8
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: S0802: Means of Transportation to Work by Selected Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
9
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
10
United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
3
4
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•

More multi-family homes. The predominant housing type in the city is single family
detached and Blair contains more multifamily housing with five or more units per structure
than the county (21.5% compared to 10.1%). About 68.6% of housing in Blair was singlefamily detached, compared with 82.7% of the county’s housing. Blair has a smaller share
of mobile and manufactured housing (1.2%) compared to the county (2.1%).11

This housing information is relevant to hazard mitigation insofar as the age of housing may
indicate which housing units were built prior to state building codes being developed. Further,
unoccupied housing may suggest that future development may be less likely to occur. Finally,
communities with a substantial number of mobile homes may be more vulnerable to the impacts
of high winds, tornadoes, and severe winter storms.

Future Development Trends
Blair has seen steady residential growth over the past five years with multiple subdivisions built
around the city. The city is also working with a non-profit company on redeveloping the former
Dana College campus into a multi-use facility that includes multi-family and single-family housing.
Blair has averaged 20 new residential building permits annually. Less than ten sub-standard
residences have been demolished over the past five years. The planning team noted that most of
the housing stock in the city is well maintained.
According to census data, Blair’s population has grown over the past few decades. The planning
team attributes this growth to the city’s good location. Blair is near the Omaha metro area - a 30minute drive - but retains a small community feel where the crime rate is low, and a good school
system is in place. The planning team also indicated that the city is a strong employment center,
with many large and medium sized industrial companies that employ many residents.
The city and developers are continually working on housing projects throughout the community.
The planning team expects the housing trend to continue at a rate of one to two new
developments a year. No new businesses are planned, but an economic development
organization called Gateway works to bring new companies to the city and county.

11

United States Census Bureau. “2017 American Fact Finder: DP04: Selected Housing Characteristics.” [database file]. https://factfinder.census.gov/.
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Figure BLR.3: Future Land Use Map
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Structural Inventory and Valuation
The planning team requested GIS parcel data from the County Assessor as of December 2019.
This data allowed the planning team to analyze the location, number, and value of property
improvements at the parcel level. The data did not contain the number of structures on each
parcel. A summary of the results of this analysis is provided in the following table. Several
structures in Blair have been removed from the floodplain via LOMA. A summary of LOMAs
identified for Blair can be found in the table below.
Table BLR.2: Blair Parcel Valuation
NUMBER
TOTAL
NUMBER OF
OF
IMPROVEMENT
IMPROVEMENTS
PARCELS
VALUE

3,616

2,872

NUMBER OF
IMPROVEMENTS
IN FLOODPLAIN

VALUE OF
IMPROVEMENTS
IN FLOODPLAIN

PERCENT OF
IMPROVEMENTS
IN FLOODPLAIN

239

$56,924,100

8%

$509,470,375

Source: County Assessor

Table BLR.3: Blair Flood Map Products
TYPE OF
EFFECTIVE
PRODUCT ID
PRODUCT
DATE
LOMA
12-07-1435A-310228
3/20/2012
LOMA
12-07-1435A-310228
3/20/2012
LOMA
12-07-1814A-310228
3/29/2012
LOMA
12-07-2011A-310228
4/24/2012
LOMA
12-07-2099A-310228
5/1/2012
LOMA
12-07-2206A-310228
5/24/2012
LOMA
12-07-2221A-310228
6/12/2012
LOMA
12-07-2222A-310228
5/24/2012
LOMA
12-07-2593A-310228
6/26/2012
LOMA
12-07-2750A-310228
9/4/2012
LOMA
12-07-3008A-310228
8/30/2012
LOMA
12-07-3126A-310228
12/27/2012
LOMA
13-07-1064A-310228
5/2/2013
LOMA
13-07-1636A-310228
5/30/2013
LOMA
14-07-0158A-310228
10/29/2013
LOMA
15-07-2111A-310228
8/28/2015
LOMA
16-07-0080A-310228
11/17/2015
LOMA
17-07-0058A-310228
11/21/2016
LOMA
18-07-0475A-310228
1/2/2018
LOMA
18-07-0650A-310228
1/26/2018
LOMA
19-07-0714A-310228
2/21/2019
LOMA
19-07-0715A-310228
2/19/2019
LOMA
19-07-1088A-310228
3/29/2019
LOMA
19-07-111A-310228
4/4/2019
LOMA
19-07-1388A-310228
9/24/2019
LOMA
19-07-1618A-310228
8/20/2019
LOMA
20-07-0130A-310228
12/5/2019
LOMA
20-07-0428A-310228
1/12/2020

DETAILS
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Portion of property removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure (residence) removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure (residence) removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure (residence) removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Portion of property removed from SFHA
Portion of property removed from SFHA
Portion of property removed from SFHA
Structure (outbuilding) removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA
Structure (building C) removed from SFHA
Structure (building A) removed from SFHA
Structure (garage 1) removed from SFHA
Structure (residence) removed from SFHA
Structure (apartments) removed from SFHA
Structure removed from SFHA

Source: FEMA Flood Map Service Center

Critical Infrastructure/Key Resources
Chemical Storage Fixed Sites
According to the Tier II System reports submitted to the Nebraska Department of Environment
and Energy, there are 17 chemical storage sites in Blair that contain hazardous chemicals.

PAPIO-MISSOURI RIVER NRD HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN | 2021

7

SECTION SEVEN: CITY OF BLAIR COMMUNITY PROFILE
Table BLR.4: Chemical Storage Fixed Sites
FACILITY NAME
ADDRESS
CONCRETE EQUIPMENT CO
237 N 13th St
INC
ARPS RED-E-MIX INC
1479 State St
BLAIR POTABLE WATER
742 E Fairview Dr
TREATMENT
OPPD FORT CALHOUN
9610 Power Ln
STATION
NDOT BLAIR YARD
2252 Pittack St
CARGILL INC
650 Industrial Park Dr
SAPP BROS PETROLEUM
225 S 4th St
PROPANE
C F INDUSTRIES SALES LLC
250 S Industrial Park Dr
OPPD SUBSTATION NO 1226
State Highway 91
PURAC AMERICA INC
650 Industrial Park Dr
CARGILL INC POLYOL
650 Industrial Park Dr
SWEETENERS
EVONIK CORPORATION
650 Industrial Park Dr
OPPD SUBSTATION NO 1298
County Road P35A
NATUREWORKS LLC
650 Industrial Park Dr
GERHOLD CONCRETE CO
201 Industrial Park Dr
MONKE BROS FERTILIZER
11048 Rolland Ln
ROLLAND
NOVOZYMES BLAIR INC
600 S 1st St

LOCATED IN FLOODPLAIN?
No
No
No
Yes – 0.1% and 0.2%, adjacent
to floodway (decommissioned)
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
Yes – 0.1% and 0.2%

Source: Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy 12

Critical Facilities
Each participating jurisdiction identified critical facilities vital for disaster response, providing
shelter to the public, and essential for returning the jurisdiction’s functions to normal during and
after a disaster per the FEMA Community Lifelines guidance. Critical facilities were identified
during the original planning process and updated by the local planning team as a part of this plan
update.
The following table and figure provide a summary of the critical facilities for the jurisdiction.
Table BLR.5: Critical Facilities

CF #

TYPE

Food, Water, and
Shelter

1
2
3
4
12

Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter

NAME
Deerfield
Elementary
School and
Administration
Blair North
Elementary
School
Blair South
Elementary
School
Blair High School

SHORTTERM
SHELTER
(Y/N)

GENERATOR
(Y/N)

FLOODPLAIN
(Y/N)

N

N

N

Y

N

N

Y

N

Y

Y

N

N

Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy. “Search Tier II Data.” Accessed February 2020. https://deq-iis.ne.gov/tier2/search.faces.
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CF #

TYPE

5

Food, Water, and
Shelter

6

Other

7

Other

8

Other

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20*
21
22

Health and
Medical
Health and
Medical
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Safety and
Security
Safety and
Security
Safety and
Security
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Health and
Medical
Transportation
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Food, Water, and
Shelter
Transportation

23
24

Food, Water, and
Shelter

SHORTTERM
SHELTER
(Y/N)

GENERATOR
(Y/N)

FLOODPLAIN
(Y/N)

N

Y

Y

N

N

N

N

N

N

Joy Preschool

N

N

N

Crowell Home

N

Y

N

Enlivant

N

Y

N

N

Y

N

N

Y

N

N

N

N

N

Y

N

Y

N

N

Y

N

N

Y

N

N

NAME
Blair WWTF
Good Tidings
Preschool
Goldenrod Hills
Head Start

Good Shepard
Lutheran
Community
Blair Police
Department
Blair City Hall and
South Fire Station
Blair North Fire
Station
Blair Arbor Park
Middle School
YMCA
First Lutheran
Church
First Baptist
Church
Memorial
Community
Hospital
Blair Municipal
Airport
Country Bible
Church

Y

N

N

N

Y

N

N

N

N

Y

N

N

Autumn Point

N

N

N

N/A

N/A

Y

Y

N

N

Consolidated
Blenders, Blair
Terminal Dock
Gerald Otte Blair
Middle School

Note: Blair Municipal Airport located south of the community. Facility not mapped.
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Figure BLR.4: Critical Facilities
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Historical Occurrences
See the Washington County community profile for historical hazard events.

Hazard Prioritization
For an in-depth discussion regarding area wide hazards, please see Section Four: Risk
Assessment. The hazards discussed in detail below were either identified in the previous HMP
and determined to still be of top concern or were added by the local planning team based on the
identification of hazards of greatest concern, hazard history, and the jurisdiction’s capabilities.
Drought and Extreme Heat
The local planning team identified drought as a new hazard of top concern for the community.
Drought is generally a regional event, with impacts from a single drought event impacting multiple
communities, counties, and even states. A drought in 2012 prompted the Army Corps of
Engineers to propose dropping the Missouri River to a level that would jeopardize Blair’s ability to
draw water for the city’s water system. After an evaluation was performed, it was decided to
construct a new water intake at a lower elevation to allow the city to draw adequate water from
the river in the event the level was low due to drought. As of fall 2020, a new water intake for the
city’s water treatment plant has been designed and funded. Construction is scheduled to take
place over 2021/2022.
Flooding
Due to damages from previous events and its proximity to the Missouri River, the local planning
team identified flooding as a top concern for the community. In the summer of 2011, there was
significant flooding throughout the planning area. According to the NCEI, flooding in that summer
caused over $1,175,000 in damages. However, the local planning team estimates that flood
damages within the last five years total over $4,000,000. In July 2011, the Missouri River near
Blair climbed to 32 foot flood stage. The city spent $500,000 to build up a levee surrounding the
water treatment plant. Recreational areas and roads along the river were flooded. Flooding
persisted through August due to record releases from the Gavins Point Dam on the Missouri
River.
Blair worked with FEMA/NEMA to gain a Hazard Mitigation Grant from FEMA for permanent flood
protection improvements for the Water and Wastewater Treatment Plants. The total cost of these
improvements was $9 million with FEMA contributing 75% of the cost, PMRNRD contributing
$500,000 and the City of Blair and Cargill providing the remaining local matching funding. Blair
hired HDR Engineering in 2018 to conduct a Flood Plain study for the property contained inside
the flood protection area to have the property that is now protected from flooding removed from
the FEMA floodplain map. This was successfully concluded in September 2019.
Due to these improvements, the City did not experience any significant impacts to city property,
residential homes, or other facilities during the March 2019 flood event. Specifically, due to the
flood protection measures constructed around the city’s water and wastewater treatment plants
due to the 2011 Missouri River flooding these structures were not impacted during this flood event.
The City of Blair is a member of the NFIP and has 58 policies in force for a total of $12,710,500.
According to NeDNR, there are no repetitive flood loss properties in the City of Blair. The city is
committed to maintaining the flood protection devices to include requesting the Army Corp of
Engineers to certify the flood protection berms to be levees. All new construction at any of these
facilities is done to accommodate any future flooding concerns with raised finished floor
elevations. Washington County also has a Flood Insurance Study dated January 6, 2012 which
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includes Arlington, Blair, Fort Calhoun, Herman, Kennard, and Washington Village. The study
identified the Missouri River and the adjacent valley areas as the principal flood problem. Flooding
along the smaller streams is generally caused by flash flooding from localized storms and from
backwater from the major streams. The construction of six dams on the Missouri River in the
Dakotas and Montana, the construction of a navigable channel as far upstream as Sioux City,
Iowa and the construction of levee systems has transformed the stream into a stable channel with
relatively uniform discharges throughout the year. The threat of flooding has been reduced
considerable, but unfortunately, not eliminated. Flood protection measures in the area include
various levees in the area. However, it has been ascertained that some of these levees may not
protect the community from rare events such as the 1-percent-annual-chance flood. The criteria
used to evaluate protection against the 1-percent-annual-chance flood are 1) adequate design,
including freeboard, 2) structural stability, and 3) proper operation and maintenance.
High Winds and Tornadoes
The local planning team identified tornadoes and high winds as a significant concern for the City
of Blair. According to NCEI data, there were 17 high wind events in Washington County and three
tornadoes that passed near Blair between 1996 and November 2019. All three tornadoes were
F1 or EF1. One that touched down in April 2001 injured a man when a plank of wood flew through
a window and hit him in the chest. The tornado also resulted in property damages totaling
$600,000. Tornadoes are common within the planning area and have the potential to cause
significant loss of property and life. The community does not have a safe room and thus residents
seeking shelter have limited options.
Past high wind events have caused power outages and tree damages. According to the local
planning team, critical facilities have experienced minor damages from past high wind events.
The county offers text alerts to warn residents of impending hazard events. Region 5/6
Emergency Management engages in outreach activities to educate the public regarding
tornadoes and high winds. In the event of a disaster, Blair does have a mutual aid agreement with
neighboring communities. Community storm shelters were identified by the planning team as
being needed in the future.
Levee Failure
Levee failure was identified as a new hazard of concern for the community. While the city has not
been impacted by past levee failure events, Blair is currently working with the Army Corps of
Engineers to certify their berms to levees and to get assistance and guidance in maintaining the
flood protection structures. This hazard has become an increased concern with newly built flood
berms for protection of the city’s water and wastewater treatment plants.
Severe Thunderstorms
Severe thunderstorms are a common occurrence in the region and can cause significant
damages. These storms can bring a combination of high winds, heavy rain, flooding, lightning,
and hail. According to NCEI data, there have been 67 severe thunderstorm events in Blair from
1996 to November 2019, totaling $10,329,000 in property damages. The local planning team
indicated that past events have caused power outages, damaged trees, and blocked roads.
Municipal records are stored electronically and protected with surge protectors. Some critical
facilities have backup power generators such as the fire station. The wastewater treatment plant
is in the process of obtaining backup power. Approximately 20% of power lines have been buried
within Blair and all new subdivisions have buried power lines.
Hail is common to see with thunderstorms and can cause major damage. One hail event in 2004
caused $10 million in property damages. In June 2014, another large hail event caused significant
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damages throughout the city. Hailstones from that event measured from 2.75 inches to 4.5 inches
and caused significant damages to siding, windows, roofs, and cars. The wastewater treatment
plant and other critical facilities were also identified as experiencing damage. The planning team
noted that impact resistant roofing materials were installed on some buildings after the storm to
better resist future hail damage. Community storm shelters were also identified by the planning
team as being needed in the future.
Severe Winter Storms
Severe winter weather regularly occurs in Blair as well as the planning area. Severe winter storms
include blizzards, ice accumulation, extreme cold, heavy snow, and winter storms. The storms
can damage power lines, create dangerous driving conditions, close schools, and impact the local
economy. According to the NCEI, there were 79 severe winter storm events in Washington County
from 1996 through November 2019. However, no reported damages to property or crops were
reported from those events. According to the local planning team, the last major event was in
October of 1997, which caused significant icing and damaged power lines and trees. The planning
team noted that a review of equipment needs for the public works department is needed in the
future, but that snow removal resources were determined to be sufficient for local events at this
time.
Terrorism (Civil Disorder)
Terrorism and civil disorder was identified as a new hazard of top concern. According to the Global
Terrorism Database, no terrorist or civil disorder events have been reported in Blair. The city’s
primary concern for this hazard is for the safety of the water treatment plants. The city has
constructed a six foot tall chain link fence with barbed wire. The city has identified the need to add
additional security cameras in and around the plants.

Social Media Engagement
The Papio-Missouri River NRD launched a “Would You Rather” themed social media campaign
during the 2021 HMP update to garner local input on hazard priorities, residential capabilities, and
action items residents would like to see the community take in the future to reduce potential
impacts from hazard events.
The City of Blair had 14 reported respondents in the campaign (based upon general zip code
analysis). According to those respondents the top hazards of concern for them included: High
Winds and Tornadoes, Severe Thunderstorms, and Drought and Extreme Heat. Some ways
residents have indicated they had reduced their personal risk to hazard events included:
developing home emergency plans, braced or reinforced housing structures, signed up for
emergency alert texts, attended safety related trainings or certifications, and identified safe places
in home and work environments for hazard events.
The local respondents noted text alerts are the #1 preferred methods of notification for major
events, with social media, radio alerts, and community website updates also primary methods.
Protecting people and critical facilities, improving emergency response capabilities, and
community notification are the most important priorities for identifying hazard mitigation projects.
Unique to this area included an increased emphasis on the importance of protecting natural
environments when conducting hazard mitigation projects. Noted actions to improve hazard
mitigation in the community included increase general awareness and utilization of weather alerts,
comprehensive community member emergency response training, installing storm shelters in
camping areas, and integrate climate change into future development and planning mechanisms.
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Governance
A community’s governance indicates the number of boards or offices that may be available to
help implement hazard mitigation actions. Blair has a number of offices or departments that may
be involved in implementing hazard mitigation initiatives. The city is governed by an eightmember city council and the following offices.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

City Administration
Clerk
Treasurer
Public Works Department
Building Department
Cemetery and Parks Department
Fire and Rescue Department
Police Department
Economic Development
Municipal Airport
Planning Commission

Capability Assessment
The capability assessment consisted of a Capability Assessment Survey completed by the
jurisdiction and a review of local existing policies, regulations, plans, and the programs. The
survey is used to gather information regarding the jurisdiction’s planning and regulatory capability;
administrative and technical capability; fiscal capability; and educational and outreach capability.
Table BLR.6: Capability Assessment

SURVEY COMPONENTS/SUBCOMPONENTS
Comprehensive Plan
Capital Improvements Plan
Economic Development Plan
Emergency Operational Plan
PLANNING
&
REGULATORY
CAPABILITY

ADMINISTRATIVE
&TECHNICAL
CAPABILITY

14

Floodplain Management Plan
Storm Water Management Plan
Zoning Ordinance
Subdivision Regulation/Ordinance
Floodplain Ordinance
Building Codes
National Flood Insurance Program
Community Rating System
Other (if any)
Planning Commission
Floodplain Administration
GIS Capabilities
Chief Building Official
Civil Engineering

YES/NO
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
(County)
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
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SURVEY COMPONENTS/SUBCOMPONENTS

YES/NO

Local Staff Who Can Assess Community’s Vulnerability
to Hazards
Grant Manager
Mutual Aid Agreement
Other (if any)
Capital Improvement Plan/ 1 & 6 Year plan
Applied for grants in the past
Awarded a grant in the past
Authority to Levy Taxes for Specific Purposes such as
Mitigation Projects
Gas/Electric Service Fees
Storm Water Service Fees
Water/Sewer Service Fees
Development Impact Fees
General Obligation Revenue or Special Tax Bonds
Other (if any)
Local citizen groups or non-profit organizations focused
on environmental protection, emergency preparedness,
access and functional needs populations, etc.
Ex. CERT Teams, Red Cross, etc.
Ongoing public education or information program (e.g.,
responsible water use, fire safety, household
preparedness, environmental education)
Natural Disaster or Safety related school programs
StormReady Certification
Firewise Communities Certification
Tree City USA
Other (if any)

FISCAL
CAPABILITY

EDUCATION
&
OUTREACH
CAPABILITY

OVERALL CAPABILITY
FINANCIAL RESOURCES
MITIGATION PROJECTS

NEED

TO

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes
No
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
No
No
Yes

LIMITED/MODERATE/HIGH
IMPLEMENT

STAFF/EXPERTISE TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS
COMMUNITY SUPPORT TO IMPLEMENT PROJECTS
TIME TO DEVOTE TO HAZARD MITIGATION

Moderate
High
Moderate
Limited

Plan Integration
The Washington County LEOP, last updated in 2017, includes the City of Blair and will be updated
in 2022. The plan incorporates mitigation by identifying: hazards of greatest concern; specific
responsibilities of individual communities; scenarios that would require evacuation; routes
vulnerable to flooding; and sheltering locations. The plan clearly assigns responsibility during an
emergency.
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The city’s comprehensive plan was completed in 2017 and is being used for the continued
development of the community. The floodplain area and storm water management have both
been incorporated and referenced in the plan as tools for managing growth of new areas and
redevelopment of existing areas within the city. The city will continue to incorporate hazards and
mitigation into its comprehensive planning process and will look into incorporate them into
waterways management.
The city also has a Zoning Ordinance and Floodplain Ordinance which are updated on an as
needed basis. The Floodplain Ordinance requires at least one foot of elevation for all structures
located in the floodplain and limits additional development in the floodplain. The city has adopted
the 2009 International Building Codes.
The city’s annual municipal budget is updated annually. Blair uses sales tax receipts, utility funds
and other outside funding to fund most capital projects within the city. There are times the city
receives donated funds as well for capital projects such as the new city library. Blair has many
needs within the overall community for the annual budget. Utility demands, existing buildings in
need of major maintenance to new roads and buildings are priorities for the budget. The local
planning team noted budget funds have increased in recent years with a growing tax base due to
new development and community growth. Currently municipal funds are allocated for the new
water intake structure to be completed in 2021/22.

Plan Maintenance
Hazard Mitigation Plans should be living documents and updated regularly to reflect changes in
hazard events, priorities, and mitigation actions. These updates are encouraged to occur after
every major disaster event, alongside community planning documents (i.e. annual budgets and
Capital Improvement Plans), during the fall before the HMA grant cycle begins, and/or prior to
other funding opportunity cycles begin including CDBG, Water Sustainability Fund, Revolving
State Fund, or other identified funding mechanisms.
The local planning team is responsible for reviewing and updating this community profile as
changes occur or after a major event. The local planning team will include the Public Works
Director, City Administrator, and Assistant City Administrator. The local planning team will review
the plan no less than annually and will include the public in the review and revision process by:
updating the city website, social media posts, and sharing information at city council meetings.

Mitigation Strategy
Completed Mitigation Actions
ADEQUATE SEVERE WEATHER NOTIFICATIONS
MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
STATUS
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Ensure adequate severe weather notification to critical facilities by
purchasing weather radios.
All hazards
Weather radios were purchased in the past year for the police
department, fire department, and public works.
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MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
STATUS

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
STATUS

BACK-UP POWER GENERATOR
Provide a portable or stationary source of backup power to redundant
power supplies, municipal wells, lift stations, and other critical facilities
and shelters.
All hazards
New generators were purchased for the city’s water and wastewater
treatment plants using hazard mitigation assistance from FEMA in
2015/2016.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT ORDINANCE
Adopt a stormwater management ordinance for all commercial and
residential subdivision developments to limit the future impact of local
floods
Flooding, Earthquake, Tornado, Severe Thunderstorms
The city council adopted a stormwater management ordinance in
2017. The ordinance requires that all new and expanding
developments submit a stormwater management plan that is reviewed
for approval by the city.

Continued Mitigation Actions
ASSESS STORM SHELTER NEEDS AND AVAILABILITY
MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

Assess storm shelter needs and availability and provide shelters to
vulnerable populations.
High Winds and Tornadoes, Severe Thunderstorms, Flooding,
Earthquakes
$200-$300/sqft stand alone; $150-$200/sqft addition/retrofit
Local funds, HMA
5+ years
Low
City Administration
The city has not had funding to start on this project. It will be reviewed
regularly to assess feasibility.

CHANNEL MAINTENANCE AND BANK STABILIZATION
Maintain channels and stabilize in order to protect more than one
parcel. Channel stabilization can protect structures, increase
conveyance, and provide flooding benefits.
Flooding
Unknown
Local funds, HMA
5+ years
Medium
Public Works
This project has not yet been started due to lack of funding.
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MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS
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COMPLETE STRUCTURAL INVENTORY
Complete a structural inventory of Blair. Data can be used in the event
of a hazard or disaster.
All hazards
$50,000
Local funds
5+ years
Medium
Planning Commission
This project has not yet been started due to lack of funding.

DEVELOP AN URBAN TREE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Develop an urban tree management plan
High Winds and Tornadoes, Flooding, Severe Thunderstorms, Severe
Winter Storms
$50,000
Local funds, Arbor Day Foundation
2-5 years
Medium
Planning Commission
This project has not yet been started due to lack of funding.

DRAINAGE DITCHES
Deepen drainage ditches and clean out culverts to increase channel
capacity of area creeks at culverts. Clear ditches to ensure property
drainage.
Flooding
$1,000,000+
Local funds, HMA
5+ years
Medium
Public Works
This project has not yet been started due to lack of funding.

IDENTIFY TORNADO SHELTER LOCATIONS
Identify, designate, and publicize tornado shelters Ensure that
residents are aware of and are able to locate tornado shelters in the
event of an emergency
High Winds and Tornadoes, Flooding, Severe Thunderstorms,
Earthquake
$10,000
Local funds, HMA
Ongoing
High
Emergency Management
This project has not yet been started.
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MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

INTAKE STRUCTURE FOR WATER TREATMENT PLANT
Install a lower intake structure at Blair’s Water Treatment Plant
All hazards
$100,000+
Local funds, HMA
2-5 years
Medium
Public Works
The final design for the new water intake system is underway. Funding
has been secured and construction is slated to start in 2021.

PROVIDE SEVERE WEATHER NOTIFICATION

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

Improve and/or provide severe weather notifications to residents via
reverse 911 or other new technology such as text alerts.
All hazards
$50,000
Local funds
Ongoing
Low
City Administration
The city installs and upgrades existing sirens when needed. The
Washington County dispatch administers weather notifications to
residents.

SECURITY AND WARNING SYSTEM

MITIGATION ACTION
DESCRIPTION
HAZARD(S)
ESTIMATED COST
FUNDING
TIMELINE
PRIORITY
LEAD AGENCY
STATUS

Purchase and install security cameras for water treatment plants to
improve security
Terrorism
$20,000
General Fund
2-5 years
Medium
City Administrator
This is a new mitigation action.

Removed Mitigation Actions:
MITIGATION ACTION

MAINTAIN GOOD STANDING WITH NFIP

Maintain good standing with National Flood Insurance Program
(NFIP) including floodplain management practices/ requirements and
regulation enforcements and updates.
HAZARD(S)
Flooding
While the community will continue to participate in the NFIP, this
REASON FOR REMOVAL
project can be removed as it is considered an ongoing effort.
DESCRIPTION
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