
 

Educating, Restoring, Conserving through Fly Fishing 

FIRST COAST FLY FISHERS 

February 2018 



 

On the Cover: 
Two-handed casting during the January outing at Ft Clinch 
Photograph By Corri Davis 

First Coast Fly  
Fishers 

2018 Officers and  
Board of Directors 

 
President 

Scott Shober 
sdshober@gmail.com   

 

VP Programs 
Matthew Omlor 

FCFFoutings@gmail.com 
 

VP Outings 
Mike Harrigan 

FCFFoutings@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 
Bob Connery 

 

Secretary  
Paul Hutchins 

 

Membership 
John Halverson 

 

Education & Librarian 
Gavin Glover 

 

Banquet 
Corri Davis 

 

At-Large 
Jerry Bott 

Dave Kudley 
 

Newsletter 
Jason C. Sheasley 

fcffnewsletter@gmail.com 
 

Web Site 
www.fcff.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST COAST FLY FISHERS 
PO BOX 16260 

JACKSONVILLE, FL32245-6260 

T 
he new year is in full swing. 
And the FCFF Board has put 

together a great list of programs 
and outings for 2018. There is sure to 
be a program or outing to pique your 

fly fishing interests. One important 
item of note for the new year is that the 
Club has changed its meeting location. 

For more than fifteen years the Club 
has met at Southpoint Marriott. During 
that time it has been a great monthly 

meeting venue for the Club; complete 
with a casting pond. However, the 
room fees accounted for more than half of the Club’s annual operating costs. 

Last year the Club began reviewing alternate meeting locations, which would 
be more economical, and decided on Black Creek Outfitters. A long-time 
supporter of the Club, Black Creek is allowing the Club to use its meeting 
room for free.  Black Creek Outfitters is located four miles away from the 

Marriott, so the new venue is still centrally located for our members. In addi-
tion, Bono’s BBQ restaurant located next door to Black Creek is offering a 
discount to Club members on meeting nights.  The Club is looking to use the 

money we are saving to offer more casting clinics and programs to members 
with some of the big names in the fly fishing industry.  
 

Hopefully you were able to attend the First Coast Fly Fishers Rendezvous at 
Deep Creek featuring Jon Cave earlier this month. Early reports suggest that 

members were very pleased with the program and the venue. As always, Jon 
Cave did a fantastic job explaining how to improve casting techniques, which 
is vital if you want to up your fly-fishing game. Corri Davis and the rest of the 

Board did a fantastic job with the program. We will have highlights from the 
program in the March edition of the newsletter.  
 

Shad are making their way up the St Johns River. Water levels are excellent 
and the fish count is up. Unfortunately, the conditions at Yellow Bluff are not 
favorable for the traditional camp out with the other central Florida Clubs. But 
not to fear, the February outing will give you a chance to target some shad. 

According to the Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission, this year’s shad pop-
ulation is up, but they are not as abundant as the historical highs of 2010 
through 2012. If you’ve never fished for shad, this will be an excellent oppor-

tunity.   
 

FEBRUARY 
HIGHLIGHTS 

mailto:sdshober@gmail.com
mailto:FCFFoutings@gmail.com
mailto:FCFFoutings@gmail.com
mailto:fcffnewsletter@gmail.com
http://www.fcff.org
https://blackcreekoutfitters.com/
http://www.bonosbarbq.com/location/jtb-gate-parkway/
https://www.facebook.com/FirstCoastFlyFishers
https://www.instagram.com/fcff_newsletter/


 

W 
hile preparing for a fishing trip a while ago, I 
recall glancing at the leaf springs on my trailer 
and thinking to myself “those look a little rust-

ed, I need to check them closer sometime”.  Well that 
turned out to be a huge mistake. On the return from our 
fishing trip, I ended with a steel leaf spring through the 
bottom of my aluminum jon boat. We almost lost the 
entire trailer axle.  Fortunately no one was behind us, 
and we were able to pull off to the side of the road.  My 
creative son ratchet strapped the axle back to the trailer 
and we were able to limp home on the back roads.  It 
could have been much worse!  Trailer inspection and 
maintenance should be performed on a regular basis. It 
is definitely not something that should be postponed. 
 
Here is a quick checklist to go through before every 
trip: 
 

▶ Make sure safety chains are crossed underneath 
the trailer tongue when connecting to vehicle, 
and insure the trailer is snugly on the hitch ball 
and latched.   

 
▶ Make sure the tongue wheel is all the way up 

and clear, insuring it will not come unfastened 
when traveling. 

 
▶ Inspect the winch strap for dry rot and have a 

safety chain connected to the boat’s bow eye. 
 
▶ Inspect the lug nuts and insure they are all tight 
 
▶ Give your wheel bearings a shot of grease be-

fore every trip. Be sure to use marine-grade 
grease 

 
▶ Inspect the tie down straps and transom straps to 

make sure they are secure 
 
▶ Check trailer tire pressure – usually 50 PSI is 

recommended, and inspect trailer tires for wear 
and dry rot. 

 
▶ Check the trailer lights – both brake and turn 

signals and make sure they ae operational. 
 
▶ Check your hubs for excessive heat when you 

arrive at the ramp 
 
These simple checks can help prevent a breakdown that 
can ruin a good fishing trip, as well as preventing a po-
tentially dangerous situation from occurring.   
 
A regular maintenance program is important in prevent-
ing breakdowns.  In our corrosive salt water environ-
ment, you should rinse your trailer with fresh water af-
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Have You Checked Your  

Trailer Lately? 
By Scott Shober 



 

ww.flyfishjax.com 

ter every use – rinse every part of the trailer, especially 
the suspension and behind the wheels.  All trailers, 
whether aluminum or galvanized, have non-galvanized 
parts such as u-bolts, nuts, winch gear, and leaf springs.  
Coating these with rust inhibitor will also help prolong 
your trailer’s life.   Inspect your trailer for stress cracks 
regularly, and make sure you are not exceeding the 
weight rating. Loading the boat with excessive gear can 
add a lot of weight. 
 
Install bearing protectors (Bearing Buddies) that allow 
new grease to be added with a grease gun, and cover 
the small grease nipple with a hub cover. Remember 
that our boat trailers tend to sit for extended periods of 
time, allowing parts to freeze up and tires to dry rot.  If 
possible, move your trailer occasionally to get the tires 
sitting on a different section. While you are at it, spray 
the tires with a UV protectant such as ArmorAll to help 
prevent cracking and dry rot. 
 
An emergency equipment kit for your trailer with spare 
tire, lug wrench, bearing grease, and safety flares, etc is 
a good idea. Carrying an extra hub and bearings assem-
bly on long trips can save a huge towing bill if you 
have problems.   
 
Most of us probably do not pay enough attention to the 
condition of our trailers.  Following these few simple 
maintenance and inspection steps can help reduce the 
possibility that we end up broken down on the side of 
the road with trailer problems.   
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Photograph by Capt Rich Santos 
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CCA License 
Plate Gaines  
Momentum 

W 
e’re extremely excited 
that the CCA Florida 
license plate bill is con-

tinuing to gain momentum!  
 
The license plate bill (SB 1248) 
sponsored by State Senator 
George Gainer, Representing 
Northwest Florida, was unanimously passed today by 
the Transportation Subcommittee in the Senate, and 
moves on to the next step in this process. The House 
bill (HB983) sponsored by Representative Chris Lat-
vala was also voted unanimously out of its second com-
mittee in the House in January.  
 
Funds received from this specialty plate will support 
habitat restoration projects throughout the state, and 
anglers and outdoor enthusiasts alike will see the posi-
tive impact of shoreline projects, reef developments 
and more. Thanks to Senator Gainer and Representative 
Latvala for their sponsorship of this legislation! We 
also want to thank Captain Mike Goodwine and Jesse 
Starr for the development of the license plate design. 
While not completely approved by the Department of 
Highway and Motor Vehicles, the plate will resemble 
this design. We encourage you to let your representa-
tives in Tallahassee know you support this legislation 
and our mission of preserving and improving coastal 
habitat.  

S 
even weather measurements in the palm of your 
hand:  lightning detection up to 40 miles, temper-
ature, pressure, humidity, heat index, dew point, 

and altitude. 
 
The INO Weather Pro is the only product on the market 
today with all these features is one device.  With our 
color touchscreen display, you can easily navigate and 
find the information you need when you want it.  And 
with our dashboard feature, you can customize the 
Weather Pro to give you the parameters you want in 
one screen  
 
Self-contained so there are no internet or cellular con-
nections needed to measure the important weather con-
ditions right where you are.  The rechargeable battery 
lasts up to 30 hours on a single charge. Charge the unit 
via the included USB cable with a battery pack, wall 
charger, or computer.  
 
With the USB cable, the Weather Pro is updatable. Buy 
with confidence knowing that your unit will always 
have the latest software to give you the best perfor-
mance.  And you can download all the data stored on 
the device to your computer in a CSV file.  Going for a 
big hike, chart all the altitude and temperature changes 
you experienced.  Concerned about your outdoor work-
ers’ exposure to the elements, track what they experi-
ence and know with confidence the conditions they 
worked in.  
 
Manufactures retail price is $435. For more information 
check out INO Technologies web site: 
www.inotechnologies.com. You can find a recent re-
view of the product at Angling Trade’s website: https://
www.anglingtrade.com/2016/12/06/a-product-your-
guide-staff-should-have-the-ino-weather-pro/ 

INO Weather Pro 
Handheld Weather Station With 
Built-In Lightning Detector 

https://www.facebook.com/SenatorGainer/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorGainer/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/SenatorGainer/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisLatvalaForFloridaHouse/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/ChrisLatvalaForFloridaHouse/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/mike.goodwine?fref=mentions
https://inotechnologies.com/product/ino-weather-pro/
https://www.anglingtrade.com/2016/12/06/a-product-your-guide-staff-should-have-the-ino-weather-pro/
https://www.anglingtrade.com/2016/12/06/a-product-your-guide-staff-should-have-the-ino-weather-pro/
https://www.anglingtrade.com/2016/12/06/a-product-your-guide-staff-should-have-the-ino-weather-pro/


 

T 
he narrows of the upper St Johns were boil-
ing with shad. High water was rolling with 
the dark, irresistible force that lights-up 
these oceanic home-comers.  At first glance, 

it appeared that good fortune had so positioned itself 
for that rarest of days when the sheer number of fish 
caught robs the angler of his prideful notion that his 
skill was involved.  But appearance is such a cruel mis-
tress. 
 
Good shad reports from Rob and Dick primed me with 
a confidence that Lee Hinrichs’ long-awaited return to 
the water would be a rewarding endeavor.  To a roaring 
60-knot wind, Lee’s  River Hawk slid into the current 
at  C. S. Lee ramp.  Surveying the grey and black 
clouds racing past overhead, I questioned the sanity of 
waterborne wanderers.  I looked into Lee’s eyes for un-
spoken signs of retreat and found nothing but a cold-
steel resolve to press on.   
 
As the raucous swamp-men, their dogs, and their hearty 
swamp-women vacated the launch area, the roaring 
gale-force winds from their cussed air-boats went with 
them. At 11:30 we sputtered south. By 11:38 we had 
two shad in the boat. 
 
A fish caught on the first cast often foretells bad luck so 
I was relieved that my first two cast were ignored.  Our 
first fish came on the third cast of my floating 5 weight 
tipped with Mike’s  white/gray/silver Clouser.  After 
the release, I handed the rod to Lee while I rigged my 
sinking 6 weight with the Bartman inspired orange glue
-fly.  The orange fly was taken on my second cast and 
the bite was done.  Lock-jaw had taken over the entire 
area. 
 
Colorblind shad were all around us. They were tail-
slapping, rolling and jumping, but they were not buying 
what Lee and I were selling.   For three hours I experi-
mented.  I tied tandem rigs of differing colors. Fast 
sinkers, slow sinkers, no sinkers.  I even attached a 
foam strike indicator and let the fly drift with the strong 
current.  
 
Nothing. 
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Shadurday with Lee 
A Rare Day on the Upper St. Johns 
 

By Chan Ritchie 

Then, at 2:40 a dim light shined into one of the dark-
ened corridors of my recollection. I recalled having tied 
tiny glass minnow patterns some years back.  
 
Five or six shad-years ago  Mike Head and I had for-
lornly witnessed a feeding frenzy of shad whose single-
minded desire was a  translucent and minuscule fin-
fish.  Momentarily hopeful, I began to stir the contents 
of my tackle bag.  EURIKA! 
 
With 15 inches of 10 lb. fluorocarbon I hung the little 
minnow behind the orange shad fly and got bit almost 
immediately.  I tied a glass minnow behind Lee’s white 
shad fly and he too got bit. The strikes and hook-ups 
kept coming, all on the glass minnows, as Lee quickly 
closed the gap. 
 
I snipped-off the biteless orange fly, tied on a slightly 
larger glass minnow and hung the tiny minnow behind 
it.  I promptly caught three shad on the larger glass 
minnow and jumped-off two more.  Between the two of 
us, we brought 13 or 14 Shad to the boat, putting our 

Shad Flies, including the Orange Glue Fly 
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904-687-9498 
www.drummancharters.com 

drummancharters@att.net 

hands on 9.  We had momentary duels with half a doz-
en more.  Somedays, I suppose, even the lowly shad is 
particular.  
 
Epilogue    
 
Midway through this writing, I consulted with one of 
the most experienced and successful fly fishers in our 
part of the world.  With shad experience 10 times my 
own he related to me that he has experienced a pattern 
where shad shutdown around noon and turn back on 
around 3.  He shared other observations that were pre-
sent this day. Lee and I had experienced a dead-zone 
from 11:38 until 2:42, the latter of which I had offered-
up the tiny glass minnow.  And while all that I have 
written is true, well mostly true and self-inflating, it 
very well may be that our afternoon success was little 
more than timing.  Fortunately for me, Rob is too gen-
tlemanly to suggest such a thing, but if I were you I 
would avoid noon to 3 just in case my miraculous min-
now was merely a cast of fortunate timing.  

Lee with one of several shad caught on the Upper St Johns on Shadurday with Chan 

http://www.drummancharters.com
mailto:drummancharters@att.net?subject=Take%20Me%20Fishing%20Dude!
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Free Women’s and 

Adult Saltwater  

Fishing Clinics Coming 

Up in Jacksonville 
 

T 
he Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Com-
mission (FWC) is hosting a Women’s Saltwater 
Fishing Clinic on Feb. 17 and an Adult Saltwater 

Fishing Clinic on Feb. 18 in Jacksonville. 

The free, day-long clinics are from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. at 
Jacksonville University, 2800 University Blvd. N. 

Advance registration is required.To register, visit 
MyFWC.com/Calendar and click on the drop-down 
menu “All Categories” to select the clinic. If you are 
having issues registering or have other questions, email 
Heather Sneed at Heather.Sneed@MyFWC.com, or call 
850-487-0554. 

The Adult Saltwater Fishing Clinic is for women and 
men 18 years of age or older. Prior saltwater fishing 
experience is not needed. 

Participants will take home a lifelong hobby and leave 
with a new appreciation for the marine environment. 
They will learn the basics of conservation stewardship, 
fishing ethics, angling skills, safety and the vulnerabil-
ity of Florida’s marine ecosystems, all in a fun, laid-
back atmosphere. 

Lessons include knot tying, rod and reel rigging, how to 
be a responsible marine resource steward, marine fish 
and habitat identification, catch-and-release techniques 
and more. 

If conditions allow, participants will have the oppor-
tunity to practice their newly learned skills by fishing 
from shore or a pier. This event is a catch-and-release 
activity. All participants must have a valid recreational 
saltwater fishing license unless exempt. Saltwater fish-
ing licenses can be purchased at your local tackle shop 
or online. Learn more by visiting MyFWC.com/
License. 

Fishing equipment and bait are provided during the 
clinic, but participants are encouraged to bring their 
own gear. 

http://outreach.myfwc.com/events/event_list.asp
mailto:Heather.Sneed@MyFWC.com
http://myfwc.com/license/
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FCFF Welcomes its 2018 

Board of Directors 
 
 

T 
his month the new Board of Directors officially 
takes over the reins of the Club. However, they 
have been hard at work since being elected in Oc-

tober planning and organizing for 2018. Several of last 
year’s Board Members have stayed on or accepted new 
positions, while other members transitions back to 
“civilian” life.  
 
Those members stepping down from the Board include 
Mike Harrigan, Scott Hensley, and David Kudley. We 
thank them for their time and service to the Board dur-
ing 2017. Their hard work and dedication contributed 
to the success of the Club. Be sure to thank Mike, Scott 
and Dave the next time you see them (you’ll have to go 
to Hawaii to see Scott). The new Board members in-

clude: Eric Kazmerchak, John Halvorsen and Ed 
Glowacki.  
 
The 2018 FCFF Board of Directors, which were intro-
duced at the FCFF Rendezvous earlier in the month, 
include: 
 

President - Scott Shober 
Vice President of Programs - Matt Omlor 
Vice President of Outings - Eric Kazmerchak 
Treasurer - Bob Connery 
Secretary - Paul Hutchins 
Membership Chairman - John Halvorsen 
Education - Gavin Glover 
Banquet - Corri Davis 
At-Large - Jerry Bott 
At-Large - Ed Glowacki 
 

In addition to the daily operations of the Club, the 
Board is looking into several new initiates and pro-
grams. Stay tuned! 

A Sheephead a/k/a Prison Permit recently caught by Rob Benardo 
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Last Chance to Enter the 
Winter Photo Contest! 

 
It's the final week to enter the Florida State Parks Win-
ter photo contest. The site will continue accepting sub-
missions until Wednesday, February 21 at 11:59 
p.m. (ET). For complete details of categories, prizes 
and rules to submit photos, please visit 
www.FLStateParksPhotos.com for your chance to win 
the following great prizes. 
 
Good luck! 
  

GRAND PRIZE: Cannon EOS Rebel T6 + Florida 
State Parks Family Annual Entrance Pass 
 
SECOND PRIZE: REI Co-op Siesta 30 Sleeping Bag 
+ Coleman Pack-Away Cot with side table + 12 Flori-
da State Parks Day Passes 
 
THIRD PRIZE: Coleman Classic Propane Stove + 
Snow Peak Personal Cooker 3 Cookset + 6 Florida 
State Parks Day Passes 
 
Show us how you celebrate Florida State Parks! 
Whether you prefer to take in the sun and sand with 
family and friends, or explore nature on your own, cap-

ture and share your favorite winter moments in these 
categories: 

Celebrate Winter – Winter in Florida is very different 
than most places in the country, with sand instead of 
snow and shorts instead of sweaters. Show us how you 
celebrate winter – Florida-style! 
 
Celebrate Traditions – Share how you, your family 
and friends celebrate time-honored experiences and 
create new traditions in Florida State Parks. 
 
Celebrate Special Events – Florida State Parks host 
special events throughout the year. From the Festival of 
Lights to the Florida Folk Festival, share your experi-
ences celebrating with us. 
 
Celebrate Nature – Winter is the perfect time to get 
out into nature in Florida. Capture your experiences 
while exploring the great outdoors in Florida State 
Parks! 
 
Celebrate History and Culture – Experience the cul-
ture and history of Florida! Winter is a great time to 
visit a historic site, tour an old Florida homestead or to 
experience a living history reenactment. Share your 
photos as you uncover the unique history and culture at 
Florida State Parks. 

http://click.reserveamerica.com/t/gcH1AAdbEtDFK8QBZYoHGmPcaB3S5DDKO5aaaaHCXoBNILMLhaa?q=4_37xCy~amp;g=MJCOVIFVEHO~257xJJDFO.9RJ~amp;o=o~amp;0=
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Capt. Larry Miniard 

 
(904) 285-7003 

Or  
(904) 708-0060 

 
 

 
 

captlim@comcast.net 
larryminiard@gmail.com 

Crevalle Jack or  
Jack Crevalle? 
 

J ack Crevalle is that creepy guy that lived next door 
to your grandma who wore black socks with Bermu-
da shorts, chain-smoked Salems and had the hots for 

your aunt Linda. This twenty-eight pound hoss is a Cre-
valle Jack caught by Kevin Becker back in November 
during his annual trip to Louisiana. According to Kevin 
he put up quite a fight. He took over 200 yards of back-
ing and took 38 minutes to get to the boat. Imagine 
what it must have been like to land the all-tackle record 
winner which clocked in at 66 pounds, 2 ounces! 
 
Crevalle Jack (Caranx hippos) can be found from Nova 
Scotia to Uruguay and throughout the Gulf, inhabiting 
inshore and offshore waters.  

mailto:captlim@comcast.net
mailto:larryminiard@gmail.com
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Reilly Rod Crafters An-

nounces New Joe Mahler 

Signature Series Fly Rods 
 
Palmyra, VA (February 8, 2018) – Reilly Rod Crafters 
is proud to announce the addition of the Joe Mahler 
Signature series fly rods to its line-up of quality fly 
rods. The Joe Mahler Signature Series rods feature a 
unique grip design with logo etched in flor-grade cork 
handle and have a complete lifetime warranty. 

“We are very excited to launch the Mahler Signature 
Series,” said RRC President and CEO Chris Reilly. 
Reilly describes the Mahler series as, “everyday rods… 
comfortable, like your favorite pair of jeans. It’s the rod 
you’ll grab when you want to spend a relaxing day on 
the water.” 

Reilly Rod Crafters other signature series rods include 
designs with fly fishing legends Stu Apte and Chuck 
Kraft. Reilly continued, “You likely know Joe from his 
numerous casting articles and illustrations. His easy-
going approach and effortless casting style fit perfectly 
with the Reilly philosophy.” 

On working with Reilly Rod Crafters, Mahler com-
mented, “In ten years of giving private casting lessons, 
I have noticed that both beginners and experienced cast-
ers advance quicker and with less effort with a medium-
fast action rod. I described what I wanted to Chris and 
he was able to deliver precisely what I was hoping for.” 

The rods are available in two models, the Lily Pad 5/6 
and the Cypress 7/8, using colors pulled directly from 
nature. The Lily Pad is a shade of bright green, and the 
Cypress is medium orange. Both models feature salt-
ready hardware, including three titanium stripping 
guides. They also come with a color-matched cloth 
sock and plastic tube for easy transport. Both rods retail 
for $289. 

314 SOUTH PONCE DELEON BLVD 
ST AUGUSTINE, FL 32084 

904-535-6323  

www.saltwaterflytyers.com 
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“On favorite rods that I’ve had over the years, I custom-
ized my cork grips to feature a ‘dip’ for finger or thumb 
placement. This ‘dip’ adds both comfort and stability to 
the grip, so I knew that if I ever designed a rod, the 
‘dip’ would be a must,” said Mahler. ”When I first cast-
ed a Reilly rod at the Virginia Wine and Fly Fishing 
Festival, I knew that I wanted to work with these 
folks,” he added. 

For more information or to order the rods online visit 
https://reillyrods.com/product/joe-mahler-signature-
series, or check the list of Reilly Rod dealers. 

For further information, contact Chris Reilly at 
Chris@ReillyRods.com 

http://www.theanglersmark.com
http://www.saltwaterflytyers.com/
https://reillyrods.com/product/joe-mahler-signature-series
https://reillyrods.com/product/joe-mahler-signature-series
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through the gear that you need, shows how to rig the 
gear, how to read the water, and how to fish that partic-
ular technique. These educational films are packed with 
information and top tips designed to improve the 
knowledge and skill level of all fly fishers. Each one is 
bought to you by a RIO employee or a RIO brand am-
bassador.  
 
If you are reading this from a web-enabled device, click 
on the  image below to watch Rio’s How To Video. 
Otherwise, type the following web address in our inter-
net browser the next time you are in front of your com-
puter: https://www.rioproducts.com/learn/how-to-avoid
-twist-in-your-line 

T 
he fourth episode of sea-
son two of RIO's "How 
To" series features RIO 

sales manager Zack Dalton ex-
plaining and demonstrating the 
difference between fly line twist, and line memory. In 
this film Zack describes how to avoid getting twist in a 
fly line in the first place, but also illustrates what to do 
to get rid of twist in a line if it happens. In addition, 
Zack talks about line memory and shows how easy it is 
to remove this from a RIO fly line. Zack's tips are very 
neat indeed and well worth learning, and any angler 
that has ever had their fly line jam in the rod guides be-
cause of coils or twist, will find this film hugely benefi-
cial. 
 
RIO's "How To" videos are a series of short films that 
explain all you need to know to learn a particular way 
to fish, or cast. Where applicable, each film talks 

How To Avoid Twist 
In Your Fly Line 

RIO Products 

Club Members grabbing dinner after the 
January Outing at Fort Clinch 

https://www.rioproducts.com/learn/how-to-avoid-twist-in-your-line
https://www.rioproducts.com/learn/how-to-avoid-twist-in-your-line
https://www.rioproducts.com/learn/how-to-avoid-twist-in-your-line
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February Outing…. 

Shad Alley 
February 17, 2018 
 

T 
his month the Club will be heading to the head 
waters of the St Johns River to fish for shad. 
Every year shad migrate from the Bay of Fundy 

to the St Johns River. Between January and February 
each year the shad begin pushing up the river. As the 
shad move further and further upstream the river starts 
to narrow and the fish become more concentrated in an 
area affectionately known as Shad Alley. It is here 
where you will have your best opportunity to catch fish.  
 
By all accounts thus far, this year will be favorable for 
the shad catch. The annual shad outing is a popular trip 
for the Club each year. It is another unique fishing op-
portunity in Florida that only comes around once a year.  
 
On Saturday February 17th will meet at the TA Truck 
Stop at I-95 and County Road 210 to caravan to the CS 
Lee Boat Ramp, smack in the heart of shad alley. The 
caravan will be pulling out at 8 AM, so plan to rally by 
7:30 at the latest. From the Truck Stop it is a 2-hour 
ride to CS Lee. Follow I-95 south to Exit 223. Head 
east on State Route 46 approximately 11 miles to the 
boat ramp, which will be along the north side of the 
road immediately after crossing the St Johns River.  
 
The Club will plan to do a shore lunch around 1 PM.  

Boats 
 
This outing is ideal for  wade fishing as well as kayaks, 
canoes and power boats. There is plenty of shoreline  for 
fishing. However, to get to these areas you will have to 
catch a ride in a boat. If you plan to wade fish, keep and 
eye our for alligators and water moccasins.  
 
Flies and Equipment 
 
Light tackle for this outing is preferable. A 5-weight rod 
with either a floating line or an intermediate sink tip will 
be ideal. Shad Darts and Glass Minnow patterns  in size 
six or smaller in a variety of colors are preferable. Shad 
can be very finicky, so have a good selection of flies and 
be prepared to change flies regularly until you find a pat-
tern that produces fish. Don’t be surprised if the bite 
seems to die off after an hour or so or even after a few 
successful casts. Shad will change their minds quicker 
than a teenage girl. So, change flies often and don’t be 
afraid to throw the kitchen sink at them.  
 
How To 
 
Most of the fish will be found near the bottom of the wa-
ter column. So be prepared to work your flies along the 
bottom of the river. Cast up stream and allow the fly to 
sink and drift along the bottom. You won’t need to strip 
the fly constantly, however, a gentle strip once and a 
while produces results. A lot of fish are caught on the 
swing as the fly reaches the end of the downstream drift 
and begins to rise to the surface.  

Shad Alley          Photograph by Capt Rich Santos 
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“The charm of fishing is that it is the 
pursuit of something that is elusive but 
attainable, a perpetual series of occa-
sions of hope.”  

John Buchan  
Novelist, Historian and  

Governor General of Canada 
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I 
t is 2018. You should have started or renewed your 
membership to the First Coast Fly Fishers by now. 
The Board has a lot of great things in store for the 

Club this year and you don’t want to miss out. Make a 
commitment to become a better fly fisherman this year 
and take advantage of all the Club has to offer.  
 
From free casting and fly tying lessons; clinics with 
Bob Clouser and Mack Brown; educational meetings 
each month and the always informative and entertain-
ing newsletter, everything you need to improve your 
game is readily at your disposal. Not sure where to 
fish? Join us for one of our monthly outings and get to 
know the local waters. You can have all this, for the 
entire year, for the price of a new fly line.  
 
What are you waiting for? Sign up or renew today!  

What are You 

Waiting For? 

also more Hickory Shad in the mix from the Lower 
Econ on down to Monroe than I have seen in all the 14 
years I've been down here. 
As an added bonus, the river was up on the flood plain 
from July through early January which grows a ton of 
bait; mosquitofish, grass shrimp, baby bream, etc... The 
super warm weather in November and December kept 
the pedal to the medal in the bait factory. So now that 
the river is dropping fast, all that flood plane food is 
spilling into the river and everything is putting on the 
feed bag; including the American Shad. 
 
Hope you guys have fun.  

An Encouraging Report from 
Reid Hyle, Biologist with the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Regarding this Year’s 
Shad Outing… 
 
 

T 
he present water level is excellent for fishing 
between Harney and State Road 528. It is 
deep enough to get a small boat most any-
where with the usual caution and there is 

plenty of current to read and help find the fish. But the 
banks are good and exposed so you can beach the boat 
and stretch your legs. Plus the fish aren't all clustered 
like they get when the river is really low so you can 
find them most anywhere the water looks like it should 
be holding them. 
 
Out of the 14 years that we have been collecting elec-
trofishing catch-per-unit-effort data I'd rate this year as 
middle of the road abundance wise; not as scarce as 
2005-2007 but not as abundant as 2010-2012. There are 
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Simple Shad Dart 
By Craig Crumbliss 
 
Editors Note: In another month, the Shad will be making 
their way up the St. Johns River. Now is the time to get ready 
and tie up a mess of flies. So, we turn to the December 2012 
issue of the On the Fly newsletter of the Suncoast Fly Fishers 
for the month’s tying feature. 
 

T 
his is my go-to fly for the St Johns River shad run. 
Creativity is key; use a variety of colors and weights. 
I’ll often have the same pattern with bead chain and 

dumb-bell eyes. Remember to keep your patterns relatively 
small; size 6 and 8 are best. I’ll also have a few in sizes 4 
and 10. Some of my favorite colors to include are: char-
treuse, pink, pearl, silver, yellow and red. A variety of pat-
terns will work but most are based around several basic pat-
terns such as the Wooly Bugger, Clouser Minnow, Gotcha 
and Crazy Charlie. 
 

Materials 
 
Hook:  Mustad 3366 Sizes 4 to 8 
 

Thread:  140 Denier Flat Waxed 
 

Tail:  Pearl Flashabou 
 

Body:  Vinyl Ribbing 
 

Eyes:  Silver Bead Chain 
 

Head:  Antron Dubbing or Uni-Yarn 
 

Tying Instructions 
 
1. Start a layer of thread fro the hook eye to the start of the 

bend. 

2. Tie in your Flashabou tail. Remember to keep it short as 
the Shat will nip the longer tails. 

3. Tie the bead chain or dumb-bell eyes behind the eye of 
the hook and remember to give yourself some space for 
the head. 

4. Tie in the vinyl ribbing behind the eyes and wind it all 
the way down the shank to the tail. Mover your thread 
back towards the eye. Wrap the vinyl rib all the way up 
to the eyes and tie it off. 

5. Tie in a piece of Uni-Yarn to wrap around the eyes to 
form a dubbed head. You can also use any other type of 
shaggy dubbing to get the same effect. 

6. Whip finish behind the eye of the hook.  
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FEBRUARY 2018 TIDES JACKSONVILLE (MAYPORT BAR PILOT DOCK) 

TIME TIME TIME

2/1/2018 Thu 2:25 AM -1.37 L 2/15/2018 Thu 2:20 PM -0.28 L 2/22/2018 Thu 6:51 AM 0.1 L

2/1/2018 Thu 9:09 AM 5.45 H 2/15/2018 Thu 8:37 PM 4.09 H 2/22/2018 Thu 1:10 PM 3.85 H

2/1/2018 Thu 3:04 PM -1.1 L 2/16/2018 Fri 2:20 AM -0.38 L 2/22/2018 Thu 7:08 PM -0.24 L

2/1/2018 Thu 9:34 PM 4.79 H 2/16/2018 Fri 9:04 AM 4.58 H 2/23/2018 Fri 1:45 AM 4.31 H

2/2/2018 Fri 3:17 AM -1.27 L 2/16/2018 Fri 2:53 PM -0.34 L 2/23/2018 Fri 7:59 AM 0.15 L

2/2/2018 Fri 9:58 AM 5.32 H 2/16/2018 Fri 9:15 PM 4.17 H 2/23/2018 Fri 2:13 PM 3.74 H

2/2/2018 Fri 3:51 PM -1.03 L 2/17/2018 Sat 2:55 AM -0.4 L 2/23/2018 Fri 8:11 PM -0.25 L

2/2/2018 Fri 10:24 PM 4.76 H 2/17/2018 Sat 9:40 AM 4.55 H 2/24/2018 Sat 2:55 AM 4.37 H

2/3/2018 Sat 4:08 AM -1.03 L 2/17/2018 Sat 3:25 PM -0.38 L 2/24/2018 Sat 9:08 AM 0.11 L

2/3/2018 Sat 10:46 AM 5.06 H 2/17/2018 Sat 9:52 PM 4.22 H 2/24/2018 Sat 3:26 PM 3.75 H

2/3/2018 Sat 4:40 PM -0.86 L 2/18/2018 Sun 3:31 AM -0.36 L 2/24/2018 Sat 9:18 PM -0.33 L

2/3/2018 Sat 11:14 PM 4.65 H 2/18/2018 Sun 10:15 AM 4.46 H 2/25/2018 Sun 4:08 AM 4.53 H

2/4/2018 Sun 5:02 AM -0.71 L 2/18/2018 Sun 3:59 PM -0.39 L 2/25/2018 Sun 10:14 AM -0.03 L

2/4/2018 Sun 11:33 AM 4.73 H 2/18/2018 Sun 10:30 PM 4.25 H 2/25/2018 Sun 4:38 PM 3.91 H

2/4/2018 Sun 5:30 PM -0.63 L 2/19/2018 Mon 4:11 AM -0.28 L 2/25/2018 Sun 10:24 PM -0.48 L

2/5/2018 Mon 12:04 AM 4.46 H 2/19/2018 Mon 10:52 AM 4.34 H 2/26/2018 Mon 5:16 AM 4.77 H

2/5/2018 Mon 5:58 AM -0.36 L 2/19/2018 Mon 4:37 PM -0.37 L 2/26/2018 Mon 11:16 AM -0.24 L

2/5/2018 Mon 12:20 PM 4.35 H 2/19/2018 Mon 11:10 PM 4.28 H 2/26/2018 Mon 5:43 PM 4.18 H

2/5/2018 Mon 6:21 PM -0.38 L 2/20/2018 Tue 4:56 AM -0.16 L 2/26/2018 Mon 11:27 PM -0.69 L

2/6/2018 Tue 12:56 AM 4.25 H 2/20/2018 Tue 11:33 AM 4.18 H 2/27/2018 Tue 6:16 AM 5.03 H

2/6/2018 Tue 6:57 AM -0.06 L 2/20/2018 Tue 5:20 PM -0.33 L 2/27/2018 Tue 12:13 PM -0.5 L

2/6/2018 Tue 1:09 PM 3.99 H 2/20/2018 Tue 11:55 PM 4.29 H 2/27/2018 Tue 6:41 PM 4.49 H

2/6/2018 Tue 7:15 PM -0.15 L 2/21/2018 Wed 5:49 AM -0.02 L 2/28/2018 Wed 12:26 AM -0.91 L

2/7/2018 Wed 1:52 AM 4.06 H 2/21/2018 Wed 12:18 PM 4.01 H 2/28/2018 Wed 7:11 AM 5.23 H

2/7/2018 Wed 7:56 AM 0.18 L 2/21/2018 Wed 6:10 PM -0.28 L 2/28/2018 Wed 1:06 PM -0.73 L

2/7/2018 Wed 2:03 PM 3.68 H 2/22/2018 Thu 12:45 AM 4.3 H 2/28/2018 Wed 7:35 PM 4.77 H

2/7/2018 Wed 8:08 PM 0.03 L

2/8/2018 Thu 2:52 AM 3.94 H

2/8/2018 Thu 8:55 AM 0.32 L

2/8/2018 Thu 3:01 PM 3.48 H

2/8/2018 Thu 9:02 PM 0.14 L

2/9/2018 Fri 3:52 AM 3.9 H

2/9/2018 Fri 9:51 AM 0.37 L

2/9/2018 Fri 4:01 PM 3.39 H

2/9/2018 Fri 9:55 PM 0.19 L

2/10/2018 Sat 4:49 AM 3.96 H

2/10/2018 Sat 10:45 AM 0.34 L

2/10/2018 Sat 4:58 PM 3.42 H

2/10/2018 Sat 10:47 PM 0.16 L

2/11/2018 Sun 5:40 AM 4.08 H

2/11/2018 Sun 11:36 AM 0.24 L

2/11/2018 Sun 5:49 PM 3.53 H

2/11/2018 Sun 11:37 PM 0.07 L

2/12/2018 Mon 6:27 AM 4.22 H

2/12/2018 Mon 12:23 PM 0.1 L

2/12/2018 Mon 6:35 PM 3.68 H

2/13/2018 Tue 12:23 AM -0.06 L

2/13/2018 Tue 7:10 AM 4.37 H

2/13/2018 Tue 1:06 PM -0.04 L

2/13/2018 Tue 7:18 PM 3.84 H

2/14/2018 Wed 1:05 AM -0.2 L

2/14/2018 Wed 7:50 AM 4.49 H

2/14/2018 Wed 1:44 PM -0.18 L

2/14/2018 Wed 7:59 PM 3.98 H

2/15/2018 Thu 1:44 AM -0.31 L

2/15/2018 Thu 8:27 AM 4.56 H

HEIGHT (FEET)DATE HEIGHT (FEET) DATE HEIGHT (FEET) DATE

Watch out 

Shad...Here 

we Come!


