
Edited ranslation of the Russian Wikipedea (Википедея) as of 6 July 2020, plus 

deletions that were in an earlier version. 

Russian Wikipedia /ru/Огородник,_Александр_Дмитриевич: 

Ogorodnik, Aleksandr Dmitriyevichi 

Alexander Dmitriyevich Ogorodnik (11 November 1939, Sevastopol – 21 June 1977, Moscow) - 

Soviet diplomat, a CIA agent under the codename Trianon (Trianon and Trigon). 

During his military service, he was recruited by military counterintelligence KGB (alias 

Stakhanovite)ii. He joined the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1959. In 1967 he 

graduated from the Moscow Institute of International Affairs (MGIMO). In 1970 he finished his 

graduate work and defended his dissertation in economics. Under the auspices of the 

Committee for Youth Affairs of the USSR he traveled on short temporary duty trips to Columbia, 

Costa Rica and Bulgaria. In 1974 he returned from a permanent tour of duty in Columbia. 
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1 Activities in Intelligence 

In the 1970s - a Second Secretary of the Soviet Embassy in Bogota. The CIA recruited him in 

Colombia by threatening to publish compromising photographs in which he was depicted with a 

staff member of the University of Colombia, Pilar Suarez, (according to some sources, also a CIA 

agent)iii: "... entered into intimate relations with an attractive Spaniard, a dangle - a CIA agent, - 

who allegedly became pregnant by him. Their intimate meetings were captured on film and 

shown to Ogorodnik during a recruitment session. For fear of ruining his career, he agreed to 

cooperate and became agent Trianon "[3]. 

The first spying success Ogorodnik had, while still in Bogota, was to copy the Top Secret Soviet 

document "On the status and prospects of Sino-Soviet relations" for the CIA.  While head of the 



State Department, Secretary of State Henry Kissinger assessed the materials received from the 

CIA "as the most important intelligence information that he had ever read.” [4]. 

In December 1974, he returned to Moscow and worked in the America Department in the 

Directorate of Planning for Foreign Policy Issues of the MFA USSR (Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

the USSR). For two and a half years he was an informant for CIA Station in Moscow. During this 

period, in terms of foreign intelligence, Ogorodnik did not have access to valuable intelligence 

reports. His duty position only permitted him to examine documents which were by no means 

of the highest degree of importance [5]. 

Exposed In 1977: Counterintelligence witnessed several "covert operations" scenes involving 

Ogorodnik and employees of the US Embassy in Park Pobedy (Victory Park). Counterintelligence 

pointed out that during Ogorodnik’s trip to Nakhodka in 1976, Primorsky Kray ((KGB)) 

Directorate professionals recorded active contacts of the employee of the Soviet Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs with members of foreign delegations (especially Americans), who had arrived for 

the Symposium on Pacific Rim Countries Cooperation Issues [6]. As Vyacheslav Kevorkov 

attested, a Soviet intelligence source in Colombia reported that American intelligence had 

conducted the recruitment of a Soviet diplomat in Bogota, but all attempts to clarify the rank, 

position, or at least the age of the diplomat had failed.  However, the KGB, taking into account a 

number of circumstances, began to suspect Ogorodnik and established surveillance on him [7]. 

[In February 2020 version]  Ogorodnik’s fiancée suspected that he was an American agent and 

told him about it. He lied to her that he was a covert Soviet intelligence officer under deep 

cover, and then, fearing denunciation, poisoned his fiancée with poison received from the 

Americans for suicide in the case of exposure].  

A secret search of Ogorodnik’s apartment was conducted, during which various containers with 

film, instructions and a radio were discovered. 

In the evening on June 21, 1977, Ogorodnik was arrested at the entrance to his own apartment 

at House (Dom) No. 2/1 on Krasnopresnenskaya naberezhnaya. There while writing a 

confession he suddenly became ill. They called an ambulance, but he could not be saved. 

According to the KGB Lieutenant-General Vitaly Boyarov (head of the operation), Ogorodnik 

committed suicide using a poison capsule hidden in a pen. [8] According to another version, 

Ogorodnik had a heart attack. Those present felt that he took poison, hidden in a pen. Doctors 

who had arrived began to save him from the alleged poisoning [instead of a heart attack], and 

as a result Ogorodnik died. [9]  

Along with the official version about Ogorodnik’s suicide, there is also a suggestion that he did 

not kill himself, but was eliminated by the KGB because of the wish of highly placed people in 

the Soviet Foreign Ministry to avoid a scandal in the case of the judicial process for the exposed 

agent of the CIA. [10][11] 

On July 12, 1977 Ogorodnik was buried in the Kovanskoye Cemetery. 



From the memoirs of Vitaly Boyarov: 

What kind of person was Ogorodnik? 

- Well, what do you say ... He was overly ambitious. A poseur. Very greedy and petty – this was 

noted by many acquaintances. But at the same time attractive to women – his naval bearing 

had an effect (he graduated from the Leningrad Nakhimov Naval School) with a gold medal, 

interesting appearance, youthful - he was about 30. It is not surprising that of all things he was 

able to have relations with Olga Konstantinovna Rusakova, the daughter of the Secretary of the 

CPSU Central Committee, Konstantin Rusakov. 

- You don’t mean it! 

- Yes. Can you imagine what would happen if a CIA agent was the son in law of a Secretary and 

head of a Department of the Central Committee. And events there unfolded rapidly. At the 

moment of his exposure, Ogorodnik had made a proposal and apparently received consent. The 

Americans seized this unprecedented opportunity and ran with it. In the radiograms we have 

been able to decipher, they regularly inquired about a possible wife and strongly emphasized 

the importance of this possibility. 

* In fact, at that time, Konstantin Vikktorovich Rusakov was the Assistant to the Secretary 

General of the CPSU Central Committee. He was transferred after these events from his duty 

position as head of a Department and a Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist 

Party. 

Detention of the Female Intelligence Officer 

The fact that the CIA was not aware of Ogorodnik’s death allowed the KGB to conduct 

Operation "Setun’," during the course of which on the night on July 15 at 22:35, after placing 

her dead drop on Krasnoluzhskiy Bridge at 22:30 [12] for the deceased Trianon, US Embassy 

employee Martha Peterson was detained. 

By order of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR from October 21, 1977 [the 

following] officers of the KGB were given awards “for successfully carrying out activities to 

unmask a particularly dangerous American spy, for the high professional mastery and 

resourcefulness under complicated operating conditions, allowing them to capture an American 

spy red-handed on a routine spy operation: G. F. Grigorenko, V. K. Boyarov, V. E. Kevorkov. M. I. 

Kuryshev were awarded the Order of the Red Banner. I. K. Peretrukhin and V. I. Kostyrya were 

awarded the Order of the Red Star, and Nikolay Leytan, Vladimir Molodtsov and Yuri Shitikov 

were awarded medals “For Military Services.” 

The first public mention of Operation "Setun’" appeared in the newspaper "Izvestia," dated 13 

June 1978 (published along with the photo of Martha Peterson at the KGB) [13] and she was 

charged with transmitting poison to an unnamed innocent Soviet citizen. [14] [15] [16].  



 

Karel Koecher’s role in exposing Ogorodnik  

According to some reports, the KGB received information on Ogorodnik’s cooperation with the CIA from 

a source within the CIA, Karel Kocher (Kёher/Kocher) [17]. 

The Czechoslovak Intelligence Service (StB) infiltrated Koecher into the CIA. There, according to the 

testimony of Koecher himself [18], in 1974 ((in the earlier version the  text reads: Soviet spy Karel 

Koecher…)) testified that while working for the CIA in 1974 he had to take part in the recruitment 

approach intended for Alexander Ogorodnik, whose telephone conversations had been tapped by the 

CIA. Koecher managed to pass through Prague a request to Moscow for the immediate recall of 

Ogorodnik, considering him a law-abiding Soviet citizen who had attracted the attention of the CIA. In 

1976 Koecher secretly visited Prague, where he met with KGB General Oleg Kalugin, who asked his 

opinion of Ogorodnik.  

The fact was confirmed by Koecher’s transfer in 1974 of "Czechoslovak intelligence materials on the 

CIA’s recruitment development of three Soviet citizens, one of whom was a Second Secretary of the 

Soviet Embassy in Colombia, Ogorodnik" which was passed on to the KGB and served as the basis for the 

development of Ogorodnik [2] 

In the Culture  

The Ogorodnik case formed the basis of the novel by Yulian Semyonov “TASS is Authorized to 

Announce” and for the TV series by the same name. The behavior of the main anti-hero in the 

novel and TV series, Sergey Dmitrievich Dubov, in many ways is taken from his real prototype. 

He also keeps diaries, is unscrupulous in his relationships with women, poisons his lovers, 

trades information with CIA members in Victory Park and saves microfilm in a container, 

disguised as a flashlight battery. In the plot, Dubov was also recruited during intimate relations 

with the CIA collaborator Pilar. Like his real prototype, Dubov has a “Volga” GAZ-24 which is 

used in the password system for cache operations. In the TV series even the real operational 

codename of the agent “Trianon” was used (in the novel it was “Umny” (Wise). In the film they 

even mention (but do not show) the real CIA employees in Moscow who took part in contacting 

Ogorodnik: Jack Karpovich and Martha Peterson. The capture scene of the American female spy 

while laying a cache on the Krasnoluzhskiy Bridge was produced realistically enough. However, 

in the scene instead of Marti Peterson, who participated in the real operation, the fictional 

diplomat, Robert Lunts is shown. 

[Comment: the following was deleted from the current Wikipedia version: 

Alternative version of Ogorodnik’s death 

According to Oleg Kotov, intelligence special services research historian, the real cause of 

Ogorodnik’s death was not a suicide. In his opinion, Ogorodnik was eliminated by KGB agents 

during his arrest, which was disguised as a "suicide". In support of this version he cites that the 

counterintelligence general who came "on the carpet" to Andropov to report on the failure 



heard "no reproach or even an [expression] of discontent." [4] In addition, many photo and 

video materials of the Ogorodnik-Trianon case have now been declassified, but not one photo 

of his arrest and interrogation in the apartment on Krasnopresnenskaya naberezhnaya. 

 

. See also: 

• TASS is Authorized to Announce ... (novel) / ТАСС уполномочен заявить… (роман) 

• TASS is Authorized to Announce ... (TV series) / ТАСС уполномочен заявить… (телесериал) 

• I. Peretrukhin. Covername - Trianon. Memories of Counterintelligence. - M .: Tsentrpoligraf 2000, ISBN 

5-227-00942-2 / И. Перетрухин. Агентурная кличка — Трианон. Воспоминания 

контрразведчика. — М.: Центрполиграф, 2000, ISBN 5-227-00942-2 

• Martha D. Peterson. The Widow Spy, 2012, ISBN 978-0983878124 

• Documentary 2004 "Agent Trianon" (series "Secret Intelligence") / 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSOy1tVG97I / No longer active: Documentary Film 2004 “Agent 

Trianon” Series “Secrets of Intelligence”  

• Documentary 2012 Trianon. Encryption from the Dead  / Документальный фильм 2012 г. Трианон. 

Шифровка с того света 

• Documentary 2013 ". The secret operation codename Trianon" (Shadow OPS: Season 1, Episode 3. 

Codename: Trigon [11]) / Документальный фильм 2013 г. «Секретные операции. Кодовое имя 

Трианон» (Shadow OPS: Season 1, Episode 3. Codename: Trigon) 
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i https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Огородник,_Александр_Дмитриевич 
Also see: https://wiki2.org/en/Aleksandr_Dmitrievich_Ogorodnik  and wiki2.org/ru/Огородник,_Александр_Дмитриевич 

also:  https://dic.academic.ru/dic.nsf/ruwiki/1584587 

 
ii «Стахановец» - Stakhanovite, during Stalin times a worker who greatly over-fulfilled his quota; 

something like in George Orwell's novel Animal Farm has a representation of the Stakhanovites in 
the character of Boxer the Horse, whose motto is "I will work harder!". See 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stakhanovite_movement 
 
iii  Трижды неизвестный Александр Огородник (недоступная ссылка). Дата обращения 3 июня 

2010. Архивировано 12 марта 2012 года. 
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