
Dear Families,  
  
I hope you are well during this trying time in our world. Please know you are in my prayers as you 
transition your children back to school.  
  
As per the Archdiocese of Newark, all catechetical classes in the fall shall remain virtual, digital and 
remote. The situation will be reviewed to see if it will be possible to resume any type of classroom 
instruction beginning in January 2021. Safety is the priority.  
  
As your leader, it is my goal to offer quality Faith Formation opportunities to support your family in 
your faith journey. I by no intent am trying to overwhelm you with more “work”, rather am trying to 
infuse opportunities for your family to grow in their faith during this uncertain time.   
  
I wanted to describe to you what myself and my team have been working towards, and what we hope 
to offer you in the upcoming school year. I am envisioning remote learning to commence (for all 
students that did not participate in our Faith Formation virtual summer program) in late September.   
  

1. I would ask that from 10-11 on Sundays if possible to watch mass together as a family and 
discuss a few questions together. Mass is livestreamed and taped.   

2. Once a week have your child read a chapter, and answer questions regarding it (at your 
child’s own pace). (We used Flipgrid over the summer for our older students and it was 
successful). There will be four catechists per grade to oversee and guide the students. (If 
your child participated and completed the summer program then they already completed 
this).  

3. If you have many children close in age, you can opt out of that and work together as a 
family on Faith at Home family sessions.   

4. I am hoping to offer small group parent sessions via zoom once a month that can provide 
lively discussions on a relevant topic led by a catechetical leader/staff person here at St. 
Peter’s.  

5. Having celebration sessions throughout the year for your family based on feast days/saints 
etc. for your family to engage at home with. If you wanted to, you could gather with 
another family in our program weather permitting maybe sometime over a weekend or on 
an evening. (Kind of like a GIFT Gathering in the comfort of your own home!)  

  
Before our fall program commences at the end of September I will hold zoom parent meetings to walk 
you through these.   
  
I know these times are trying. Stand up, give yourself a pat on the back because I am sure you are 
modeling Jesus’ love and compassion to your children in your home as you try to navigate this world of 
ours today.  
  
As always, if there is anything myself or St. Peter’s can do for you please just ask.  
  
Peace,  
Eileen Hanrahan  


