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GRADUAL OPENING OF SAINT PETER’S 
Phases Two and Three 

 

G OF SAINT PETER’S 
Dear friends in Christ, 

We are happy to announce that we have permission from the Cardinal to 
begin opening Masses to the faithful. There will be many limitations, but 
they are temporary and will probably last only as long as necessary. We 
have a large parish family. Our goal is for each family who wants to attend 
Mass to be able to attend at least 1 mass within the next few weeks. 
 
I want to begin with a few reminders: 
Cardinal Tobin continues to dispense the faithful from the obligation to 
attend Mass on Sundays and Holy Days. Parishes will continue to live-stream 
Mass so that those unable to attend may maintain a spiritual connection with 
their local parish.  

“If you are ill or at higher risk for illness, or if attending public Mass in the 
current climate brings you anxiety, please be at peace and remain at home,” 
Cardinal Tobin said.  

The Archdiocese will continue to monitor the expert guidance of public health 
officials and federal and state public officials, who have cautioned not to rush 
into reopening churches to the faithful before manageable safety protocols 
can be put in place. The Archdiocese remains committed to the health and 
wellbeing of its clergy and staff, the faithful, and the public. 

Those who are at higher risk for the virus should be especially attentive to 
staying home. Experts are saying that this includes people over the age of 
65. We recommend that our parishioners over the age of 65 continue to 
watch the live-stream instead of come to the church.  

 How will we open up Masses safely? 

We are able to accommodate only 50 people at a time, made up of  
households, in the main body of the church. A household includes whomever 
you have been with in quarantine, and who you'll be seated with - your 
family, your housemates, or yourself alone. We will have sections spaced out 
safely throughout the church. Communion will be distributed under the form 



of the Body of Christ only.  The Precious Blood will not be distributed.  
Communion must be received in the hand by all communicants. Between 
Masses, we will sanitize the seating and commonly used areas. 

When will this begin? 

Beginning on Sunday June 28th we will have three Masses each Sunday at 8 
AM, 10 AM and at 12 Noon.  The 10 AM Mass will be also live-streamed.  If 
these Masses fill to capacity, we will begin to open up more Sunday Masses.  
Weekday Masses will begin on Monday, June 29th with a 9 AM Mass each day 
of the week in the church, not the chapel.  Again, there will be room for 50 
people.  We will continue to also live-stream the Wednesday 9 AM Mass. 

Requirements to attend Mass 

 You may only attend a Mass that you are signed-up to attend. We 
have very limited capacity and will need to enforce it.  

 You must wear a mask whenever you are inside the church, or we 
cannot allow you to attend the Mass. This is for the safety of all and is 
in accord with the State’s order regarding facial coverings.  

 Social distancing will be expected. Please keep a distance of at least 6 
feet from those who are not in your household. 

 Again, if you are not feeling well, please remain at home. 

How do I sign-up?  
 
We have a sign-up available on our parish website. We will be using a 
program called Sign-Up Genius.   Parishioners will be able to select the Mass 
they would like to attend, so long as spaces are available. When the capacity 
for a Mass is filled, it will no longer be possible to sign-up for that Mass and 
you will need to select another option. Just go to www.saint-peter.org and 
be prepared to provide your name and the number of people joining you 
from your household (family members, housemates, or people you have 
quarantined with). Those who have difficulty with the online sign-up can call 
the parish office for assistance. We will require that people sign up for 
weekday Masses also. Check the website this weekend for when the sign up 
will begin.   



Beginning on Monday, June 15th the Church will be closed for 8 to 10 days as 
we have  arranged to have the interior of the church painted, floors cleaned 
and install new carpeting. 

We look forward to celebrating the Mass with you. Thank you for your 
patience with us as we navigate this new process. There will be some bumps 
along the way, but it's all in the sincere desire to be together - safely - in 
worship of our Lord.  

Yours in Christ,  

Fr Mike 

 


