
A Brief History of The Star of Hope Foundation

Questions have come up in our community outreach effort and therefore, we offer you some
additional background. The Star of Hope Foundation was created and incorporated by Robert
Indiana in August 2016.  Later that year, with all of the necessary paperwork submitted, the IRS
approved and granted the Foundation 501c3 (non-profit) status. At that time, there were the
required three Board members: Robert Indiana, James Brannan and Jamie Thomas.  Together
they considered a vision for the future and crafted the Foundation’s mission:

The mission of The Star of Hope Foundation is to promote education of the visual arts through
various means including exhibitions, a museum, artist-in-residence programs and other
outreach endeavors.

In May 2018, Robert Indiana passed away leaving only two Directors and therefore, a
Foundation unable to execute its mission. An outside entity, The Morgan Art Foundation, with
interest in Robert Indiana’s art and intellectual property, sent a letter to the Maine Attorney
General, raising concerns about the Foundation’s viability. The Attorney General’s office acted
by contacting an experienced Maine organization, the Unity Foundation, and called for a
meeting with all parties to discuss how best to move forward with the Star of Hope Foundation.

The Unity Foundation, with a track record of helping other compromised non-profits take
necessary steps in order to remain viable, prepared a draft Operations Plan that could aid the
Star of Hope Foundation. Larry Sterrs, CEO of the Unity Foundation, was elected by the current
board members to the Star of Hope Foundation Board in November 2018.  His involvement
meant that there were again three board members in place, so the Star of Hope Foundation
was able to finalize and approve the newly created operations plan and start to work on
fulfilling its mission.

Recognizing that additional expertise was needed in order to make progress, the board elected
two more members in February 2019:  Kris Davidson, a successful real estate broker, business
woman and 5th generation Vinalhaven resident; and Patricia King, who brought deep
connections to the art world as well as expertise in strategic and organizational planning for
arts organizations, including Colby College Museum of Art and Waterville Creates!.

In May 2019, Jim Brannan resigned as a Director due to his involvement in the unfortunate
lawsuit involving Robert Indiana’s estate.  The other Directors elected Larry Sterrs as the Board
Chairman. The Star of Hope Foundation is not a party to the lawsuit, nor does it take a position
on it. It has the resources to make progress on the Operations Plan and eventually, the assets
from Robert Indiana’s estate will be transferred to the Foundation.

The Star of Hope Foundation provided a presentation to the Vinalhaven Select Board in May
2019 outlining its plans to move forward in the process to realize the Foundation’s mission.
With a viable board in place, the Foundation worked collaboratively with the estate to take
action to stabilize the real estate holdings of Robert Indiana.  The Foundation also planned for,



and has implemented an important Community Engagement process in order to solicit ideas
and feedback from residents of Vinalhaven, in keeping with the Foundation’s mission.

Last month, both the Real Estate Stabilization and the Community Engagement Process began.
The residents of Vinalhaven may have already witnessed some work to the Star of Hope
building on Main Street, in order to ensure that it does not further deteriorate, and before a
full-fledged renovation effort can begin.  Additionally, there is an assessment underway on all
four of the Robert Indiana properties:  The Star of Hope building, the Sail Loft on Clamshell
Alley, 10 Main Street and 7 Windy Way. As for the Community Engagement process, the
Foundation very much hopes that all Vinalhaven residents participate. The second Community
Meeting is scheduled to take place on September 17th from 5:30 – 7 p.m. at The Union Church.
For those who are not able or do not wish to attend a public meeting, the Foundation will
implement a community-wide survey later in September. Everyone is encouraged to complete
and return the survey.

Ongoing communication will be an important part of the process – to keep everyone updated
as well as to provide accurate information. For regular email updates, you may sign up on the
website. www.starofhopefoundation.org

And should you have any questions, concerns or suggestions, feel free to email us at:
starofhope@starofhopefoundation.org


