
For Children’s Sake of Virginia 

Summer 2019 Newsletter 

This summer has brought us record-breaking heat, and 

the FCSVA team has been working to break records of 

their own ! Since our Spring newsletter, we’ve been able 

to approve 3 foster families, train another foster parent, 

placed 10 new children in our foster homes, and  

welcomed a summer volunteer and new administrative 

assistant. This summer also brought many of our families 

improved report cards, SOL scores, and graduations, 

and we’re so proud of all of the accomplishments of our 

families! We hope everyone enjoys their vacations,  

because as a part of our team, whether as a donor, a 

foster parent, a volunteer, or an advocate for our  

children, you are a huge part of our success, and we’re 

grateful for you! 
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Thank you, White Family! 
After 13 years as a foster family with For Children’s Sake, we say a heartfelt good 

bye to the White family.  They are dedicating their time for love and spoiling to 

their grandchildren.  We are so grateful for all of their years of dedication to the 

children who have lived in their home and all of the lives they have touched. 

Thank you, Bill and Lillie, you will be missed! 

Our New Staff 
Fran Berry, our new Administrative Assistant, comes to us bringing 9 years of  

experience in office management and administration.  She most recently worked at 

a non-profit which secured sustainable housing for those in need.  She attended 

James Madison University majoring in Dress Design with minors in Art and Business  

Administration.  In her off hours, Fran loves to knit and read. 

Abby Richter, our summer volunteer, is currently studying social work at the  

undergrad level at James Madison University. At JMU, Abby volunteers with hospice 

at nursing homes and plays board games with kids and teens at a homeless shelter in 

Harrisonburg. After she graduates James Madison University in the spring, she is  

looking to get a Master’s in social work. In her free time, Abby likes singing, playing 

board games, helping with local theatre productions, and playing with her dogs.  

Abby loves working with kids and youth and is excited to work with FCSVA!   

This quarter, we had a number of fantastic donations that our children were able to use and  

enjoy.  Michelle Yang from Centreville Elementary School delivered her 

classes summer donation of craft punch tools and foam stickers.  We had a 

number of action figurines donated for tween and teens from an  

anonymous local organization, birthday boxes and teen bags donated by 

a local Girl Scout Troop, and a number of donated items from our Amazon 

Wishlist. With all of these items, as well as items donated throughout the 

year, we were able to put together a number of back-to-school back-

packs for our foster youth and families, as well as help provide emergency 

items to many of our new foster youth in care! 

Interested in donating? Visit www.fcsva.org/donate today to learn more 

about items we may need and how to contribute! And don’t forget to set 

your Charity of Choice on Amazon Smile to For Children’s Sake of Virginia to have Amazon  

contribute a portion of your purchase back to us! 

Our Donors 
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Our New Foster Parents 

Jenny Boyko 
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Jenny Boyko was born was born and raised in NE Pennsylvania. During her college 

years she became actively involved with the campus volunteer center, where her love 

for helping others grew into a passion and that passion turned into a purpose. Jenny 

graduated with a degree in Secondary Education and immediately after graduation 

she decided to work at a children’s home, and eventually became a teacher. She 

had an opportunity to travel to El Salvador during the first few years of her teaching. 

While speaking one evening about her past of sexual abuse and journey of healing, 

Jenny realized the importance of being a voice for those who don’t have one.  

Speaking out, fighting for truth, and becoming a survivor became her pursuit and that 

pursuit led her within the pockets of poverty throughout the United States and across the globe. These 

experiences led Jenny to become passionate about anti-trafficking, obtaining her Master’s Degree in 

Human Services Counseling: Trauma and Crisis Response, and partnering with the SHE Rescue Home in 

Cambodia. Jenny resides in Fredericksburg, Virginia and teaches 9-12 science in Prince William County. 

Out of her personal journey of healing, Jenny created a jewelry line, known as “The Copper Tree”,  

designing pieces that serve as little reminders of truth and hope, and sells her pieces at farmers 

markets. Becoming a foster mom has been on Jenny’s heart since her high school years and she is  

honored to be able to “love within the gap” and help families heal.  

Cheryl Showell 
 Cheryl Showell is originally from Queens, New York and was raised in Cameron, North 

Carolina. After completing high school Cheryl joined the U.S. Army. She served  

honorably for seven years as a Material Control and Accounting Specialist. Currently, 

Cheryl works as a Facility Manager for the Department of Defense. She has been a  

federal employee for twenty-seven years. Cheryl has raised two sons, Jamell (32) and 

Christopher (19) as a single parent. She has one grandson, Mason (7), who loves to visit 

his grandmother on weekends. Cheryl loves spending time with her grandson  

watching movies, playing at the park, and traveling to the beach in the summer. 

Cheryl’s hobbies are working in her yard and doing home improvement projects. She 

loves interior design and sharing tips with her friends. Cheryl decided to become a foster care parent  

because she cares deeply about the welfare of children and wants to open up her home to children 

who are in need.   

Della Thompson 
Della Thompson is originally from North Carolina, but was stationed at Fort Belvoir here 

in Virginia in 2009 and when she chose to resign in 2013 moved to Woodbridge. She 

has two children, Christina and Derek McIntosh. Della says she has always had a  

passion for helping people, part of her job in the Army was to motivate soldiers along 

the way, and she is super excited to be part of a team where we’re helping children 

and making a difference in their lives. Della says “thank you for having us, and we can 

continue this journey and help one another together!”. 

We’re excited to welcome three new foster mothers to our team! Since approval, all 3 of these  
families have already either taken a placement or provided rock-star respite services, and we can’t 
thank them enough for everything they’re doing! 
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Our Family’s Accomplishments & Adventures 

 One of our foster children completed a Junior Lifeguard 
and a Counselor in Training program this summer 

 Two of our foster children took their first-ever trip to a  
roller coaster park 

 One of our foster children went on a week-long  
Adventure Summer Camp 

 Three of our foster children went on a trip to Disney World 
with their foster family 

 Four of our foster children went to an Adventure Retreat 
with their foster mother 

 One of our foster children graduated and enrolled in 
‘Fostering Futures’ now that he is 18! 

 Many of our foster parent’s children and several of our  
foster children ended the year on Honor Roll 

 One of our foster children received the ‘Most  
Improved’ award at school 

 One of our foster children learned almost all of their 
shapes and numbers 

 Two of our foster children graduated the 5th grade this 
year! 

 Two of our foster families received their first foster 
placement, and two received their first respite 

 One of our foster parents had another grandchild 

 One of our foster families moved to a beautiful 
new home, and another is closing on a new 
home! 

 One of our foster children discharged FCSVA to 
be adopted by their foster mother! 

 One of our foster children spent the summer  
volunteering at a local nonprofit 

Are you a part of our family? Want to share an accomplishment or an adventure with us? Email 

fcsvanow@gmail.com today and tell us what you’re proud of! 

For Children’s Sake of Virginia is proud to call themselves a family, and we’re even more 
proud to share some of the incredible experiences and accomplishments our family got to 
enjoy this summer. Wonder what our family has been up to this summer? 
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Join Our Family 

Become A Foster Parent! 
At FCSVA, you can attend our no-strings-attached training session to learn more about 

what fostering looks like and see if it’s the right fit for you. If you love it, we help you 

through the application process and beyond. We provide continuous training  and  

support to all of our foster families the entire time that they’re with our organization,  

because, as a foster parent, you are our most valuable resource! Reach out to 

fcsvanow@gmail.com or call 703.817.9890 to learn more and get started! 
 

Get a $500 referral bonus when the person you refer 

becomes an approved foster parent and receives their first 

placement!! 

We’re Hiring! 
 

If you're passionate about kids and helping others, we want you! Join our team of  

dedicated professionals, all working together to help those who need us most; children. 

Right now, we’re looking for part-time community-based counselors to join our team!  

A masters degree in social work or a related field is required, and you must be a  

registered QMHP. For more information, or to send your resume, please contact Kelley 

Willis at Kwillis@fcsva.org.  

Volunteer! 
We’re always looking for great volunteers to work with us! Here are some of our  

volunteering opportunities: 

Fundraising: host a clothing drive in your local community, assembling birthday bags,  

organizing a dineout, etc.  

Community Outreach: help us as we recruit foster parents by passing out flyers, partnering 

with local businesses, providing us with contacts at churches and PTAs, putting our flyers 

where you work, etc. 

Training: Have a skill that our teens with Independent Living Goals could benefit from? 

We’re always looking for trainers to come in and help them learn! 

Interested? Reach out to fcsvanow@gmail.com to learn more. 
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Training: Bullying 
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Back-to-school brings lots of excitement, but for some of the children in care, can also 

bring a hard social challenge; bullies. Read this article https://www.helpguide.org/

articles/abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying.htm  and answer the below questions. Return 

to your case manager or Charlotte Gallant at cgallant@fcsva.org for one training hour. 

 

1. What is bullying? 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is one reason cyberbullying may be more painful than face-to-face bullying?

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. List two ways bullying may impact the children in your care: 

 1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. List three ways to help your children deal with being cyber/bullyed: 

 1. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 2. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

 3. _______________________________________________________________________ 

 _________________________________________________________________________ 

5. List one symptom to help identify when a child in your care may be bullied:  

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. What is one way you can help your child stop bullying someone else? 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.helpguide.org/articles/abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying.htm
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/abuse/bullying-and-cyberbullying.htm


Training: Income Verification Form 
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As some of our foster parents may know, licensing has requested that we update our 

Income Verification Forms to be more comprehensive. We want to make these forms 

as simple as possible, to avoid having to ask our parents for bank statements or credit 

reports, and so we’ve put together a training explaining how this form ought to be filled 

out as simply as possible. Please see the link below and then either answer the  

questions below and submit them to cgallant@fcsva.org or send in your income  

verification form (and  paystubs!) with ‘I took the income verification form training’  

written on the bottom for 1 hour of training. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kDj1XsWNxYcpqaxt-

lCauFQ0EHVWHXWpQDgpB6BqbkM/edit?usp=sharing 

1. Where can you find this form on the website? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Why do we have to fill this form out?

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. This form should reflect your average _________ spending. 

 A. weekly 

 B. monthly 

 C. annual 

4. You should base this on your last _________ of foster child placement history. 

 A. month 

 B. quarter 

 C. 6 months 

 D. year 

 

5. You must include your paystubs with your form or the form won’t count and you’ll 

have to re–do it (circle one): 

 True           or              False 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qSkJKmhBACWDeC9OpaRGUZURrybcMedy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qSkJKmhBACWDeC9OpaRGUZURrybcMedy/view?usp=sharing

