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Overview
The 2019 / 2020 MLMA year has been a very different one due to the COVID-19
pandemic as often our attention has been on dealing with that issue. Nonetheless, this
committee has managed to get the majority of our main projects off the ground. We
would like to thank the executive officers for their great support and encouragement as
we worked through our tasks this year.
Completed
• New MLMA logo created and distributed.
• MLMA Member logo banner created and distributed for websites and email
signatures.
• Single page explanation/recruiting handout created and distributed to MLMA
Members
• Recruitment advertisement placed in The Masonic Society Magazine. The
magazine is quarterly and the MLMA add will appear in the next 4 issues. The
first ad has been published in the Summer 2020 issue. We will be collecting data
during this period to determine the efficacy of the ad.
• Built an email list for use in bulk email blasts.
• Current member survey. Outcomes used to plan future projects.
• Lapsed member survey. Outcomes used to plan future projects.
• Submitted our first MLMA article to The Masonic Society Magazine. No word yet
on if it will be accepted.
• Worked with Tyler Vanice on rebuilding the website. (Tyler deserves kudos for
doing this while working full time at the G. Washington Memorial. The new site
looks great!)
In Process
• Email campaign to Masonic jurisdictions, museums and libraries that are not
currently members.
• Offer quarterly informal get togethers online for members.
• Continue to submit articles to Masonic news outlets.
• Release of an additional 1 page recruiting piece.
• Continue to work with Tyler on improving the usefulness of the website to
members.
After the September meeting the committee members will be meeting online to
address any new projects, comments from the meeting and plan out the coming
work year for MLMA projects.

AN UPDATE ON THE VAN GORDEN-WILLIAMS LIBRARY & ARCHIVES DIGITAL COLLECTIONS WEBSITE
https://digitalvgw.omeka.net/
Due to state-ordered restrictions resulting from the Covid-19 pandemic, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library staff worked
exclusively from home from March 25 until June 1. From June 1 until the present, we have worked a hybrid schedule, working
mostly from home and partially on site. During this time, the Library & Archives has used the opportunity to greatly expand its digital
collections website. Because we had a very large backlog (over 700 items) of scanned, but not-yet-cataloged items, we were able to
spend time cataloging and adding the material to the website. Additionally, we have been able to promote these additions through a
series of blog posts. The statistics and links below further expand on what we have accomplished.
1. Our digital collections website contains 838 items , contained in 12 collections.
2. Additions since March 25, 2020:
Added 203 items (32% increase)
Created 7 new collections (140% increase)
Created 1 new online exhibition (Illustrated Patriotic Envelopes of the American Civil War)
3. Number of Collections in Digital Collections site: 12
a.

Collections added since March 25, 2020:
Fraternal Membership Certificates – 33 items
Women and Freemasonry & Fraternalism – 12 items
African American Freemasonry & Fraternalism – 45 items
American Civil War Collection – 65 items
Harry S. Truman Letters – 15 items
Jacob Norton Papers – 12 items
Selections from the VGW Library & Archives – 153 items

b.

Collections already in website before March 25:
Postcard Views of Scottish Rite Buildings – 69 items
Armand P. Pfister Masonic Papers, 1840-1846 – 7 items
Masonic Membership Certificates – 251 items
Scottish Rite Documents – 77 items
G. Edward Elwell, Jr., Autograph Collection – 99 items

4. Promotion of L&A digital collections & exhibitions through blog since March 25:
Digital Collections Highlight: An 1847 Scottish Rite Meeting Summons – September 8
Temperance & Women's Suffrage – August 11
Newly added to Digital Collections: Harry S. Truman Letters – July 14
Newly added to Digital Collections: Scottish Rite Documents – June 9
Online Exhibition - Illustrated Patriotic Envelopes… – May 21
Newly added to Digital Collections - Jacob Norton letters – May 12
Experience Some of Patriots' Day Online – April 20
More Content Added to Digital Collections Sites! – April 14

***
Questions or comments? We’d love to hear from you.
Jeffrey Croteau, Director of Library & Archives (jcroteau@srmml.org) | John Coelho, Archivist (jcoelho@srmml.org)

Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library
IN LATE MARCH, staff at the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library started working remotely.
Since June, we have been working in the Museum two days a week. During the time we have
been working remotely, in addition to working on ongoing projects, we have devoted time to
our digital offerings, including:






Adding hundreds of records and images to the online collections available on our
website.
Increasing the numbers of posts on our blog .
Presenting new online exhibitions (https://srmmlonlineexhibitions.omeka.net/ ) about
Scottish Rite costume and Masonic and fraternal portraits on our website.
Keeping in touch with our fans on social media through Facebook and Instagram with
posts two times a week.
We have also made a few purchases, including the George Silsbee Masonic model,
which we are very excited about!

SINCE WE HAVE BEEN WORKING AT THE MUSEUM ON A LIMITED BASIS, we
have:


Developed new protocols for receiving local donations
outside of the building and for installing exhibitions-with special care around wearing masks, not sharing
tools, and limiting the number
of people in the gallery.

When the museum
reopens to the public, a new exhibition, “What’s in a Portrait?”
will be on view and soon, we hope to install, “Designing
Costumes for the Scottish Rite, 1913-1920.”

In the meantime, we are answering inquiries and research
questions as always, by phone and email. We’d love to hear
from you, so please feel free to get in touch!
 Maureen Harper, mharper@srmml.org
 Ymelda Rivera Laxton, ylaxton@srmml.org
 Hilary Anderson Stelling, hstelling@srmml.org.

REPORT ON EUROPEAN EVENTS 2019/2020:
Dear Bro. Brian,
I am afraid there is not much to report. As things are there is no activity. Most
museums and archives are closed and will continue to be for the coming
months.
I miss our yearly meeting and hope that things will get back to normal soon.
Fraternally
Helge
...................................................................................................................................................................................
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