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Life Sciences Pennsylvania’s annual conference, Life Sciences Future – now hosted as 
two events to accommodate LSPA’s growing and diversifying membership – reflects 
the life sciences community’s ongoing commitment to innovation in health and medical 
technologies and scientific advancements in the Mid-Atlantic. At Life Sciences Future – 
MedTech we learned and connected on the latest industry research and trends within the 
medical device, diagnostic, and digital health industries (see page 2 for a recap of this 
year’s event), while Life Sciences Future – BioPharm will be focused on timely topics in 
the biotechnology and pharmaceutical fields. 

At the upcoming Life Sciences Future – BioPharm conference, hear from Seth Joyner, 
former NFL linebacker for the Philadelphia Eagles and breast cancer patient advocate, 
and David Fajgenbaum, M.D., M.B.A., M.Sc., physician, Castleman disease patient and 
author of the recently published memoir: Chasing My Cure: A Doctor’s Race to Turn 
Hope into Action. During the Patient Spotlight, meet Eli and Ella Vivian, Metachromatic 
Leukodystrophy (MLD) gene therapy patients, who were the 10th and 11th children in 
the world to undergo gene therapy for their rare disease. Additionally, hear “America’s 
Got Talent” semi-finalist Christian Guardino’s inspiring story during the closing plenary. 
Christian was born with a rare inherited genetic blindness. He gained his vision after 
receiving LUXTURNA, the first FDA-approved gene therapy, developed by researchers at 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) and Spark Therapeutics.  

To gain insight on biotechnology and pharmaceuticals, guests can attend Knowledge 
Bursts about cell & gene therapy in Pennsylvania with James M. Wilson, Ph.D., increasing 
success through genetics with Carolyn Buser-Doepner, deal-making trends with Jon 
Civitarese, and regulation of medical cannabis with John Collins, M.B.A., R.T.(R)(T), C.N.M.T. 
Attendees will also have opportunities to network and learn about new technologies and 
data and meet companies pitching their business plans for potential investments and 
partnerships.

LSPA looks forward to hosting Life Sciences Future – BioPharm October 3 and bringing 
together industry leaders to learn from and inspire each other to ultimately advance the 
life sciences in PA. Follow along on social media using the hashtag #LSFBioPharm. 

LIFE SCIENCES FUTURE  
UNITES INDUSTRY LEADERS TO 
ADVANCE LIFE SCIENCES IN PA

L I F E  S C I E N C E S  F U T U R E  •  M E D T E C H  •  J U LY  10  -  K I N G  O F  P R U S S I A ,  PA

LIFE SCIENCES FUTURE
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BIOPHARM
LIFE SCIENCES FUTURE

OCTOBER 3, 2019



2 |  THE  LSPA  NEWSLETTER ,  Q3  2019

King of Prussia, PA, July 10 – Hundreds gathered at the Sheraton 
Valley Forge Hotel, for Life Sciences Future – MedTech, an event 
focused on bringing together the Commonwealth’s medical device, 
diagnostic and digital health communities. Presenters showcased 
new scientific advancements, while looking to the future of the 
industry. 

“With more than 800 life sciences member companies, we created 
this exclusive MedTech-focused event to accommodate our growing 
and diversifying membership,” said Chris Molineaux, president and 
CEO of LSPA. “This is a great opportunity to cultivate collaboration 
among research institutions and the life sciences industry.”.

The program featured well known individuals, Mike Schmidt, 
melanoma survivor and former third-baseman for the Philadelphia 
Phillies, Rolf Benirschke, former placekicker for the San Diego 
Chargers who battles Ulcerative Colitis, and Dr. Jeffrey Shuren, 
director of the Center for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) 
at the FDA. 

Mike Schmidt and Rolf Benirschke shared candid stories about 
overcoming illnesses as professional athletes in the public eye. 
“Cancer has touched all of our lives in some way and I am lucky 
to be here today,” said Mike Schmidt. Because of his melanoma 
diagnosis, Mike now advocates for sun safety and for the installation 
of sunscreen dispensers in Citizen’s Bank Park and other areas 
around Philadelphia. 

Also during the Patient Spotlight, Rolf spoke about his journey 
with ulcerative colitis, hepatis C and numerous ostomy surgeries.  
“Without hope, we have nothing,” said Rolf. 

Highlighting the medical device industry’s breakthrough 
technologies and advancements, keynote speakers Dr. Jeffrey 

LIFE SCIENCES FUTURE - MEDTECH SHOWCASES 
INDUSTRY ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN PA

Mike Schmidt and Dan Fitzpatrick, Citizens Bank, during Breakfast in the C Suite

Patient Spotlight with Rolf Benirschke 

Shuren, director of the Center for Devices and Radiological health 
(CDRH) at the FDA, and Mark Leahey, president & CEO, Medical 
Device Manufacturers Association (MDMA) discussed regulatory 
considerations for software. They also provided insights about the 
latest review and regulatory updates, focused on those working in 
digital health and artificial intelligence.

Throughout the day, attendees networked and participated in 101 
partnering meetings—a record high utilizing the partnering system. 

The Presentation Stage was packed with Knowledge Bursts from 
inspiring speakers and emerging medtech companies sharing 
their technology, data, business plans, and opportunities for 
investment and partnerships. Major medical companies B. Braun, 
Baxter International, Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation, DePuy Synthes 
and Teleflex shared the technologies they are seeking to fill their 
portfolios. 

The Scientific Poster and Exhibit Area highlighted the significance 
of education and research in the medtech community. The exhibit 
hall was filled with local colleges and universities presenting their 
research and companies showcasing their business, products and 
services. 

Thank you to our sponsors and our planning committee for a 
successful day.

“With more than 800 life sciences member companies, 
we created this exclusive MedTech-focused event to 
accommodate our growing and diversifying membership,” 
said Chris Molineaux, president and CEO of LSPA. “This 
is a great opportunity to cultivate collaboration among 
research institutions and the life sciences industry.”
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As summer comes to an end, students return to school and 
the Fall conference season begins in earnest, Congress 
returns to Washington, D.C., and the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly reconvenes in Harrisburg. Our elected officials 
in D.C. will be engaged in the now-too-common Fall debate 
over funding the government and expiring tax policies, 
which will certainly garner headlines, but the specter of 
a looming presidential election in 2020 and a divisive 
White House and Congress will dominate discussion in the 
national media.     

With January 1, 2020 quickly approaching, the window for 
legislative action is closing.  As we inch toward the new 
year, the time for deliberate action fades away and we enter 
a period where political posturing becomes significantly 
more important than proper governance – where firing up 
your party base and scoring political points far outweighs 
legislating sound public policy.

Unfortunately, however, the closing window may have 
just enough room for legislation directed at the life 
sciences industry.  Healthcare costs continue to demand 
attention in Congress and one target in this debate – at 
least for Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and President 
Donald Trump (two unusual bedfellows) – is the price of 
prescription drugs. 

On September 19, Speaker Pelosi released her plan – H.R. 
3 “The Lower Drug Costs Now” Act – to address the rising 
cost to patients of prescription medicines.  While the plan 
institutes some policies to reduce the out-of-pocket costs 
patients incur at the pharmacy counter – the result of many 
actors in the health care system – it will ultimately inhibit 
innovation and limit patient access to the groundbreaking 
therapies and cures our member organizations are working 
to develop.

The legislation would authorize the U.S. Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to directly “negotiate” 
with pharmaceutical manufacturers.  It would require 
the Secretary to identify the 250 costliest medicines in 
Medicare Part B and D – without a generic or biosimilar 
version available – and, at minimum, “negotiate” for 25 of 
those medicines.  The maximum fair price paid cannot be 
120% higher than the “Average International Market” price 
of those medicines in Australia, Japan, Canada, Germany, 
France and the U.K.  Additionally, if a manufacturer 
refuses to enter, or leaves, “negotiations” they will be 
assessed an excise tax starting at 65% of annual gross 
sales of the product.  This penalty can accumulate to 95% 
if the manufacturer remains out of compliance.  Further, 

manufacturers will face a penalty if the price of their 
medicine is increased faster than the rate of inflation.

While proposals like this are not entirely new, the support 
they have from elected officials on opposite sides of the 
political aisle is possibly unprecedented.  Considering the 
current popularity level of the pharmaceutical industry 
– last in Gallup’s annual ranking of 25 industries – our 
industry is an easy target for those hoping to score quick 
political points.  Make no mistake, industry critics, including 
many politicians, their staffs and the media, typically do 
not differentiate between pharmaceutical companies and 
other manufacturers of therapies, devices, diagnostics 
and, yes, even cures for unmet medical needs.  I’m sure 
you have heard the political adage, “don’t let facts get in 
the way of a good story.”  It is easier and more expedient 
to lump all together.

This is an especially precarious time for the life sciences 
community especially with so many new legislators 
in office at all levels of government.  Exacerbating this 
climate is the limited legislative window that exists to 
accomplish anything and the strange, but concerning, 
alliances prevalent in politics today.

Given these new dynamics it is more important than 
ever for Life Sciences Pennsylvania and our members to 
be active and engaged with our elected officials.  LSPA 
will continue its regular advocacy activity and look for 
new ways to convey the importance of the life sciences 
ecosystem to patients and to the economy.  

Additionally, however, we need you to contact your 
elected officials to voice our collective concern.  Whether 
to speak up about a specific bill, such as the Pelosi plan, 
or simply to invite them to your facility, this is a crucial 
time to stay in front of our public officials and help them 
understand how the broad economic or regulatory policies 
passed in capitals across the country affect investment in 
the novel therapies, cures and technologies our members 
are working to develop.

As another saying goes, “if you’re not at the table, you’re 
on the menu.”  This has never been truer when dealing with 
elected officials than it is today.  The Fall will present an 
important opportunity to work with our elected officials 
to find the appropriate balance between incentivizing 
innovation and lowering costs for patients.  The Pelosi 
plan is not the way to do this, but if we work collectively, 
we can find a solution that ensures the research being 
conducted in labs today leads to the groundbreaking 
cures of tomorrow.

Please contact Kurt Imhof, LSPA’s Vice President for Policy 
& Advocacy (kimhof@lifesciencespa.org), to discuss ways 
you and your company can get involved in educating our 
public policy makers at all levels of government.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O L U M N
C H R I S T O P H E R  P . 
M O L I N E A U X 
 
PRES IDENT & CEO 
L IFE  SCIENCES PENNSYLVANIA

https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/91919-2
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PAT IENT ROUNDTABLE  WITH CONGRESSWOMAN SCANLON

With 43 patient advocacy group members Life Sciences 
Pennsylvania continues to work closely with those 
organizations on events with elected officials and proposals 
that ensure patients have access to new, innovative therapies, 
technologies and cures.  On July 29, LSPA was honored to join 
the American Cancer Society, Uplifting Athletes, We Work 
for Health and Congresswoman Mary Gay Scanlon (D, PA-5) 
to discuss ways in which we can work together to incentivize 
innovation and provide patients with a health care system 
that works for them.

A D V O C A C Y
ROUNDTABLE  WITH CONGRESSWOMAN HOUL AHAN

Life Sciences Pennsylvania was honored to host 
Congresswoman Chrissy Houlahan (D, PA-6) for a roundtable 
discussion at its office August 16.  As we continue to educate 
the new members of our congressional delegation it is 
important they hear from executives in their districts who can 
provide insight on their research and development efforts, and 
also give direct feedback on the kinds of policies that do, and 
do not, incentivize innovation.  With more than 140 member 
organizations in Congresswoman Houlahan’s district, most 
of any congressional district in PA, it is especially important 
that she have an understanding of the life sciences community 
she represents, and is given an opportunity to have a candid 
discussion with leaders in our industry.

WE WORK FOR HEALTH SUMMIT  –  SUPPORT REBATE RULE 
AND OPPOSE FOREIGN PR ICE CONTROLS

MEET  AND GREET  WITH CONGRESSMAN RESCHENTHALER  

As a co-chair of We Work for Health – Pennsylvania, Life Sciences Pennsylvania was pleased to participate 
in the annual We Work for Health Summit in Washington, D.C. This event brings together patients, elected 
officials, state associations and other thought leaders to discuss the importance of our country’s life sciences 
ecosystem, and the ways in which all stakeholders can work together to ensure the U.S. continues to lead the 
world in medical innovation.  Following those discussions, a group from Pennsylvania made its way around 
the halls of congress to voice support for ideas like the Trump Administration’s proposed rebate rule (now 
withdrawn) that would have ensured discounts go directly to patients at the pharmacy counter; and expressing 
concern for ideas like indexing medicines in the U.S. to foreign prices, where access to new therapies and 
cures is much more limited. 

With nine new legislators in Pennsylvania’s federal delegation, it is important that Life Sciences Pennsylvania  
works closely with its members to educate those new to congress on the Commonwealth’s ever-evolving life 
sciences industry.  LSPA was pleased to join several of its member companies for a discussion about the life 
sciences with Congressman Guy Reschenthaler (R, PA-14) from southwestern Pennsylvania.  As a member 
of the Judiciary Committee, Congressman Reschenthaler has direct jurisdiction over intellectual property 
policies – a critical issue – facing our member organizations. 

WAYNE – Judy Ways, Lungpacer; Jim Greenwood, BIO; 
Cong. Houlahan; Chris Molineaux, LSPA; Vin Milano,  
Idera Pharmaceuticals

ADVOC ACY

EAST LANSDOWNE – from l. Kurt Imhof, LSPA; Heather 
Carlino and DJ Carlino, ACS; Cong. Scanlon; Rob Long, 
Uplifting Athletes & Yvonne Florence, Sisters R Us Circle 
of Survivors. Photo credit: WWFH PA 
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RALLY  FOR MEDICAL  RESEARCH ORGANIZES HILL  DAY – 
URGES INCREASED NIH FUNDING

Life Sciences Pennsylvania was honored to take 
part in the annual Rally for Medical Research in 
Washington, D.C.  This event, spearheaded by the 
(Pennsylvania-based) American Association for 
Cancer Research (AACR) brings together more 
than 350 national, state and local organizations 
to advocate for robust National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) funding – one of LSPA’s top federal 
priorities – and a bipartisan issue among the 
Pennsylvania delegation.  These meetings ensure 
our congressional representatives understand the 
importance of medical research for patients, and 
for our life sciences economy.  Thankfully, the U.S. 
House and Senate both appear supportive of an, at 
least, $2 billion increase in NIH funding. 

CONGRESSWOMAN HOUL AHAN VIS ITS  VENATORX

Speaking with legislators about Pennsylvania’s 
life sciences community is always important; 
however, showing legislators a life sciences 
company in-person is the most effective way to 
help them understand our industry.  Life Sciences 
Pennsylvania was happy to partner with VenatoRx 
Pharmaceuticals and We Work for Health to 
host Congresswoman Houlahan (D, PA-6) at the 
VenatoRx labs in Malvern.  The visit provided the 
Congresswoman with an overview of their work 
to develop novel medicines to treat multi-drug-
resistant bacterial infections (i.e. superbugs) 
and an opportunity to speak directly with their 
employees about her priorities in Washington, 
D.C., and to answer several questions they have 
about her work in Congress. 

ADVOC ACY

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Representatives attending the Rally for  
Medical Research meet with U.S. Senator Bob Casey

MALVERN – Congresswoman Chrissy Houlahan (foreground) Tour and 
Town Hall Meeting with Employees of VenatoRx Pharmaceuticals

PAT IENT ADVOCACY GROUP MEET -UP

Nearly 20 patient advocacy groups and eight 
legislators or their staff participated in the Patient 
Advocacy Group Meet-Up prior to the Mid-Year 
Mixer this summer. This was a great opportunity 
for our patient advocacy groups to connect with 
state legislators and one another.  

WAYNE – Darren Sudman, Simon's Heart; PA Rep. Meghan Schroeder;  
PA Rep. Wendi Thomas
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SUPPORTED PATIENT ADVOCACY EVENTS

To learn about upcoming events in 2019, see page 21 or visit  http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/

ADVOC ACY

WOMEN IN B IO – P ITTSBURGH P.O.W.E .R 

PENNSYLVANIA SENATE DEMOCRATIC LEADER JAY COSTA 
VIS IT  TO ARIEL  PRECIS ION MEDICINE

PENNSYLVANIA INDEPENDENT F ISCAL  OFF ICE REVIEW OF 
R&D TAX CREDITS

Pittsburgh’s Chapter of Women in Bio (WIB) 
held its annual Pittsburgh’s Outstanding Women 
Entrepreneurs Rally (P.O.W.E.R.) and featured 
prominent women entrepreneurs working in big 
data.  The panelists spoke to how big data is 
playing an integral part in impacting healthcare.  
Nearly 130 people attended the sixth annual event. 
Pittsburgh is fortunate to be home to National 
WIB Executive Director Lisa Iadicicco, and the WIB 
National Board Chair, Rachel Kopper of Knopp 
Biosciences. 

Life Sciences Pennsylvania was excited to welcome 
Pennsylvania Democratic Leader of the Senate Jay 
Costa to Ariel Precision Medicine for a tour and 
roundtable with other Pittsburgh members. Of 
the many items discussed at the roundtable was 
the importance of the R&D Tax Credit Program, 
the Keystone Innovation Zones, the Life Sciences 
Greenhouses and the Ben Franklin Technology 
Partners. 

Act 48 of 2017 created a tax credit efficiency review by the Commonwealth’s Independent Fiscal Office (IFO) 
of all Pennsylvania’s tax credit programs every five years.  This year, per Act 48, the IFO will review the 
Pennsylvania Research and Development Tax Credit.  The R&D Tax Credit has been one of Life Sciences 
Pennsylvania’s top state advocacy priorities since its creation.  In 2018, 83 member companies were awarded 
more than $16.8 million through this economic development program. 

PITTSBURGH – Lisa Iadicicco; Allegheny County Chief Executive Rich 
Fitzgerald; Rachel Kopper 

PITTSBURGH – Jessica Gibson; Senator Costa; Tory Moore
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Life Sciences Pennsylvania hosted its second annual Mid-Year Mixer July 23 in @LSPA 
– The Life Sciences Center. Attendees had a chance to connect and tour the 8,600 
square foot space. The center is available for all members to host meetings, happy 
hours and events. Learn more about The Center, or make a reservation at https://
www.lifesciencespa.org/the-life-sciences-center/. 

E V E N T S
MID-YEAR MIXER  
JULY 23,  2019 | WAYNE,  PA

Nearly 120 guests attended Life Sciences Pennsylvania’s Open House August 1. 
Attendees were able to network, take tours of @LSPA – The Life Sciences Center 
and meet representatives from LSPA’s S.A.V.E. (Savings, Access, Value, Ease) Group 
Purchasing Program. S.A.V.E. is a powerful business solutions network offering 
exclusive discounts on products and services – reserved only for LSPA members. 
The program enables members to grow and expand their current operations, while 
saving valuable capital and other resources. Guests left with a better understanding 
of the benefits they and their organizations can gain from LSPA membership. To 
learn more about membership, visit https://www.lifesciencespa.org/membership/. 

Sean Barker, vice president of AB Bernstein gave opening remarks and welcomed 
100 guests to their offices for Life Sciences Pennsylvania’s Connect@ AB Bernstein 
in Philadelphia. Guests networked with life sciences colleagues from the region 
and met newcomers to the community in a relaxed atmosphere while taking in the 
beautiful city views AB Bernstein’s office has to offer. 

OPEN HOUSE 
AUGUST 1, 2019 | WAYNE, PA

CONNECT@ AB BERNSTEIN
SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 | PHILADELPHIA, PA

LSPA’s Mid-Year Mixer July 23

@LSPA Open House August 1

Dr. Jim Wilson giving remarks at the CSO and 
CEO Dinner

Making the Most of Your Membership led by Tom 
Hess, Genomind, and Charlie Huntington, Huntington 
Kraus Financial Group of Wells Fargo Advisors

Connect@ AB Bernstein in Philadelphia

More than 100 chief science officers (CSO) and chief executive officers (CEO) 
gathered August 14 for Life Sciences Pennsylvania’s annual CSO and CEO Dinner. 
The event was held at St. Davids Golf Club in Wayne, PA. Attendees had a chance 
to connect with other leaders making an impact in the life sciences. Gene therapy 
pioneer and guest speaker, Dr. James Wilson, highlighted the tremendous growth in 
the life sciences industry transforming the Philadelphia region. 

Life Sciences Pennsylvania hosted its quarterly meeting, Making the Most of Your 
Membership, September 17 in @LSPA – The Life Sciences Center. Tom Hess, senior 
vice president and CFO, Genomind, and Charlie Huntington, managing director-
investment officer at Huntington Kraus Financial Group of Wells Fargo Advisors led 
new members in a roundtable discussion where they shared their experiences and 
strategies related to making connections and the most out of their LSPA membership.

CSO AND CEO DINNER 
AUGUST 14, 2019 | WAYNE, PA

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2019 | WAYNE, PA

EVENTS

https://www.lifesciencespa.org/the-life-sciences-center/
https://www.lifesciencespa.org/the-life-sciences-center/
https://www.lifesciencespa.org/membership/
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Congratulations to LSPA member David Fajgenbaum, MD, MBA, MSc, physician and professor at the University of 
Pennsylvania and this year’s Life Sciences Future - BioPharm keynote speaker, on the release of his memoir. 

Chasing My Cure: A Doctor’s Race to Turn Hope into Action follows David’s experience with Castleman disease, a 
rare condition involving the overgrowth of cells in the lymph nodes. Dr. Fajgenbaum's journey as patient, doctor and 
researcher are described in his memoir released on September 10. Suffering from the rare Castleman Disease, and after 
spending months hospitalized in critical condition, having his last rites read, and having four deadly relapses,  
Dr. Fajgenbaum is now in his longest remission thanks to a drug that he identified as a treatment candidate in the lab.

Life Sciences Pennsylvania president & CEO, Chris Molineaux, was pleased to attend the grand opening of GlaxoSmithKline’s 
(GSK) new biomanufacturing facility at its Upper Merion East location. The grand opening was announced by GSK CEO, Emma 
Walmsley, and included federal, state and local officials along with 200 GSK employees. GSK invested $120 million in this newly 
outfitted manufacturing space to create a truly next-generation facility to scale manufacturing and increase flexibility to ensure 
medicines are ready for patients as soon as possible.

By bringing together the R&D and manufacturing teams in one facility, GSK will strengthen its highly skilled workforce, 
the technological and scientific capabilities, and the infrastructure to research potential genetic targets and seamlessly 
manufacture them into new medicines. 

“These investments will support and accelerate the transformation of our pipeline to deliver the next generation of medicines 
and vaccines for patients who need them. This also underscores GSK’s longstanding commitment to making innovative 
medicines and vaccines here in the US,” said Walmsley. 

Kirk Brown, VP, Biopharmaceuticals and Steriles Manufacturing (L), and Emma Walmsley, CEO (R), 
welcome guests at the opening of GSK’s new biomanufacturing facility

DAVID FAJGENBAUM RELEASES MEMOIR 
ABOUT HARROWING EXPERIENCE WITH 
CASTLEMAN DISEASE

GSK GRAND OPENING OF NEW BIOMANUFACTURING FACILITY 
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The Philadelphia Business Journal’s third annual Best of the Bar: Philadelphia’s Top Lawyers awards honor stand-out 
attorneys in several practice specialties. Congratulations to Rachael Bushey, partner and chair of the Health Sciences 
Department of Pepper Hamilton LLP, and conference chair of Life Sciences Future - BioPharm, and John Royer, 
managing partner at Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld LLC, were chosen as top lawyers in the corporate category. 
Congratulations to both of these exceptional attorneys on this achievement.

Several LSPA members have been named finalists for the 2019 Pittsburgh Technology Council Tech 50 Awards’ 
“Innovator of the Year.” Congratulations are in order for Ariel Precision Medicine, Forest Devices and Smith & Nephew 
in the life sciences category, ChemImage, the parent company of CardioVere, in the health IT category, FLIR Detection 
Systems in the manufacturing category and Matt Kesinger, Forest Devices, for CEO of the Year. The Tech 50 awards put 
the spotlight on Pittsburgh companies that use big ideas and innovation to make an even bigger impact.

TWO LSPA MEMBERS NAMED TO PBJ’S BEST  
OF THE BAR: PHILADELPHIA’S TOP LAWYERS

ARIEL, CHEMIMAGE, FLIR DETECTION SYSTEMS, FOREST DEVICES AND SMITH  
& NEPHEW AMONG FINALISTS FOR TECH 50 INNOVATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD
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M E M B E R S H I P

The science and medicine industries are experiencing steady growth within Pennsylvania, reflected in a number of member 
announcements from this last quarter. Whether it’s through fundraising, new construction, or land purchases – everywhere you 
turn you see investment in science and medicine. Life Sciences Pennsylvania is always proud to see our members expanding into 
new territories. As the industry continues to grow, our members are improving the health and economy of our community.

PA LIFE SCIENCES COMMUNITY FLOURISHING THROUGH EXPANSION 
PROJECTS ACROSS THE STATE
NEW STAFF AND LOCATIONS DEMONSTRATE INDUSTRY GROW TH

Following a $6 million grant from the Erie Community Foundation (ECF), the Magee-Womens Research Institute (MWRI) will 
expand beyond its main Pittsburgh location for the very first time. A new biomedical commercialization and translational 
research lab will be built at Penn State Behrend’s Knowledge Park in downtown Erie.

“This partnership has the potential to transform Erie, directly improving the health of generations of women who live here. It 
also will stimulate the region’s economy, creating a new hub for clinical medical research,” said Ralph Ford, chancellor of Penn 
State Erie’s Behrend College.

MAGEE-WOMENS RESEARCH INSTITUTE TO  
EXPAND BEYOND PITTSBURGH FOR THE FIRST TIME

Chester County medical diagnostics company, NexEos Diagnostics, raised $3 million in equity financing to commercialize a 
rapid-imaging agent for the diagnosis, treatment monitoring and management of eosinophilic esophagitis or EoE, a chronic, 
allergic inflammatory disease of the esophagus caused by the accumulation of eosinophil. The condition afflicts an estimated 
one out of every 2,000 people. 

NEXEOS DIAGNOSTICS RAISES $3 MILLION TO  
DEVELOP TECHNOLOGY FOR WHITE BLOOD  
CELL-RELATED DISORDERS

Spring House Innovation Park completed the renovation of three buildings, formerly the Rohm and Haas campus, attracting 15 
tenants, including Thomas Jefferson University for its Jefferson Institute for Bioprocessing (JIB). JIB gives scientists, engineers and 
technicians access to a state-of-the-art bioprocessing training facility where they can practice complex bioprocessing procedures 
using industry-grade equipment.

Spring House Innovation Park is also home to a recently-established 5,000-square-foot shared lab space and a new entity called 
Labworks to invest in fledgling life science start-ups. The 133-acre property consists of 14 buildings totaling 600,000 square feet. 
They are focused on attracting companies that can best utilize the robust laboratory infrastructure and excellent location in the 
Delaware Valley.

NEWLY RENOVATED SPRING HOUSE INNOVATION PARK PROVIDES OFFICE,  
LAB AND PRODUCTION SPACE FOR LIFE SCIENCES COMMUNITY IN PA

The Allegheny Health Network (AHN) and the Parkinson’s Foundation of Western Pennsylvania announced the opening of a new 
treatment center at Jefferson Hospital on August 5. This facility will offer speech, occupational and physical therapists, as well 
as movement disorder specialists, psychologists, social workers, dietitians and exercise specialists.

The Cahouet Center for Comprehensive Parkinson’s Care is named after the late Frank Cahouet, former chairman and chief 
executive of Mellon Financial Corp, who was diagnosed with Parkinson’s in 2015. “Thanks to Mr. Cahouet’s vision, Allegheny 
Health Network is able to afford those with Parkinson’s a truly remarkable, patient-centered experience that makes a real 
difference in the lives they are able to lead,’’ said Dr. Donald Whiting, chair of the AHN Neuroscience Institute.

JEFFERSON HOSPITAL GETS NEW 
PARKINSON’S TREATMENT CENTER
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This year, the 61st Annual Scientific Meeting of the American Headache Society was hosted in Philadelphia. Eli Lilly presented 
new data regarding rising rates of opioid use among patients with migraines.

Medicines exist that are specifically indicated for the treatment of migraines, which can be a serious and debilitating 
neurologic condition; however, Eli Lilly’s OVERCOME study showed that 19% of people with migraines were using opioids as 
opposed to approved migraine medications.

“These data show that, despite the known potential risks of using opioids for migraine, far too many continue to do so. Against 
the backdrop of the U.S. opioid epidemic, it’s concerning that many people may be using these drugs in place of therapies 
indicated for migraine,” said Sait Ashina, from the Department of Neurology and Department of Anesthesia, Critical Care and 
Pain Medicine at Harvard Medical School.

Israel-based company Teva Pharmaceuticals is making a home for its research and development teams in Chester County.  
Teva purchased three buildings on Brandywine Parkway in addition to the three other properties they already owned. 

This strategic move will allow Teva to “firmly establish” a North American R&D campus with 650 employees based in West 
Chester by the end of 2019. This campus will have a primary focus on biologics, which will be key to future growth, according 
to the company. 

“With our late-stage biologics R&D development teams co-located on a single campus, the company has created a one-stop 
shop for biologics development and clinical manufacturing,” said Mehran Yazdanian, senior director leading the West Chester 
location.

There is nothing more exciting – for patients and industry professionals alike – than new data and treatment options. 
Significant milestones in the research and development process, including data presentations at major conferences, 
breakthrough therapy designations and FDA approvals, give meaning and purpose to the arduous but important work being 
done in this field. Each new marker brings PA companies one step closer to offering hope to patients worldwide.

ELI LILLY PRESENTS STUDY RESULTS HIGHLIGHTING  
OPIOID USE AMONG MIGRAINE PATIENTS

R&D MILESTONES UNDERSCORE INNOVATION EFFORTS IN THE AREA
NEW DATA AND TREATMENT OPTIONS PROVIDE HOPE TO PATIENTS

TEVA ESTABLISHES ROOTS WITH R&D CAMPUS  
IN CHESTER COUNTY

MEMBERSHIP

Wexford Science & Technology announced that they expect to start construction on One uCity Square by the end of the year. 
Wexford, the University City Science Center and Ventas, Inc. partnered to develop the new 400,000-square-foot building in 
Philadelphia.

The facility will offer a combination of laboratories and office space. This development comes at a time when the demand for 
lab space is at a high, as demonstrated by BioLabs@CIC declaring that they have reached maximum capacity. High demand 
for space signals a thriving biotech community in Pennsylvania.

WEXFORD EXPECTED TO BREAK GROUND  
ON ONE UCITY SQUARE BEFORE END OF YEAR

In August, Harmony Biosciences announced the FDA approval of WAKIX® (pitolisant), a medicine used to treat excessive daytime 
sleepiness (EDS) in adult patients with narcolepsy. “The approval of WAKIX provides healthcare professionals managing people 
living with narcolepsy a new and important treatment option for their patients,” said Jeffrey Dayno, Harmony’s CMO. 

“Additionally, WAKIX is the only non-scheduled treatment option approved for adult patients with narcolepsy, and it offers an 
important benefit/risk profile to address the unmet medical need that exists in people living with narcolepsy,” he said.

HARMONY WINS FDA APPROVAL FOR NARCOLEPSY TREATMENT
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Allevi, a Philadelphia-based bioprinting company, makes bioprinters that are smaller, cheaper and more user-friendly than most 
other 3D printers on the market. The company’s mission is to make it easier for scientists and researchers to create 3D tissues 
using desktop printers, bioinks and software. This inspired Allevi to move its printing software to the cloud, which allows for the 
design and monitoring of 3D creations from any computer and any web browser. Allevi even launched a curriculum, called The 
Allevi Academy, to help teachers introduce K-12 students to the world of biotech. 

CEO Ricky Solorzano and the Allevi team hope that scientists will eventually be able to use their bioprinters to construct human 
organs that can be used in transplants. This technology could reduce the margin for error during medical procedures by giving 
scientists and students the opportunity to work with 3D models that are strikingly similar to real human body parts.

MEMBERSHIP

ALLEVI STRIVES TO INCREASE ACCESS TO  
THREE DIMENSIONAL BIOPRINTING TECHNOLOGIES

King of Prussia-based Nabriva Therapeutics earned FDA approval for Xenleta, a new antibiotic for the treatment of community-
acquired bacterial pneumonia (CABP).

CABP is a leading cause of infection-related deaths in the U.S. and the last time that the FDA approved a new class of 
antibiotics for CABP was nearly two decades ago. “Xenleta has a mechanism of action that is different than other approved 
antibiotics, resulting in a low propensity for the development of resistance, as well as a lack of cross-resistance with the beta-
lactam, fluoroquinolone, glycopeptide, macrolide, and tetracycline antibiotic classes,” said Ted Schroeder, CEO of Nabriva.

Xenleta is available in the U.S. through major specialty distributors.

NABRIVA EARNS FDA APPROVAL FOR FIRST  
NEW CLASS OF ANTIBIOTICS FOR CABP SINCE 2000

The Philadelphia company Avisi Technologies, a medical device startup, received a $225,000 federal grant for VisiPlate,  
a nanotechnology-enabled implant as a protection against blindness caused by glaucoma.

The Phase-1 Small Business Innovation Research grant was awarded to Avisi by the National Science Foundation to help develop 
VisiPlate as a secondary drainage pathway to eliminate fluid from the eye to space between the conjunctive and scleral tissues. 
This will lower eye pressure and preserve vision for patients.

The device is up to 300 times thinner than some existing glaucoma implants and is made of biocompatible materials. “This 
means that VisiPlate can be better tolerated within the body, pose less tissue trauma to patients over time, and improve patient 
comfort and quality of life,” said Rui Jing Jiang, co-founder and CEO of Avisi.

AVISI FIGHTS GLAUCOMA-RELATED BLINDNESS  
WITH IMPLANT 20 TIMES THINNER THAN A HUMAN HAIR

Genomind, a King of Prussia-based biotech company that was named LSPA’s Emerging Company of the Year in 2017, announced the 
launch of an enhanced version of Genomind Professional PGx Express, a mental health genetic test. 

The test shows how genes and associated variants would impact the patient’s mental health if they started an FDA-approved 
psychiatric medication. “We consider it essential that all mental health clinicians, including psychiatrists, primary care providers, and 
nurse practitioners, can obtain the most up-to-date scientific knowledge of patients’ genetics and how they can affect their mental 
health journey,” said Shawn Patrick O’Brien, CEO of Genomind.

Additionally, UnitedHealthcare issued a positive coverage decision for the use of PGx testing, including Genomind’s test, in some 
patients treated for major depressive disorder (MDD) or anxiety. Coverage is effective as of October 1, 2019.

GENOMIND LAUNCHES NEW AND IMPROVED  
PROFESSIONAL PGX EXPRESS GENETIC TEST  

LSPA members are continuously dreaming up hardware and software solutions to reduce limitations to the success of science 
and medicine. From improving the patient experience to reducing administrative tasks for healthcare providers, we are always 
inspired by the ingenuity of our member companies.

NOVEL MEDICAL TECHNOLOGY CAN IMPROVE MORE THAN PATIENT OUTCOMES
MEDTECH NOT ONLY PROVES USEFUL FOR PATIENTS BUT ALSO PHYSICIANS
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MEMBERSHIP

In July, Neuronetics launched TrakStar® Plus, a patient data management system that built on an existing system from the 
company. The updates were based on feedback from physicians treating patients with MDD.

A new interface allows physicians to use the software on mobile phones and tablets in addition to desktops. TrakStar Plus 
reduces the burden of administrative tasks and paperwork in a number of ways. Patients can complete depression screening 
surveys in real time on a mobile device in the office. The new version also provides the ability to export notes, rating and 
treatment data to electronic medical records (EMR) platforms. 

“The TrakStar Plus system was designed to allow physicians to focus on their patients instead of burdensome administrative tasks 
that can distract from patient care,” said Greg Harper, vice president of product development and operations at Neuronetics.  

NEURONETICS BRINGS FOCUS BACK TO PATIENT CARE  
WITH UPDATES TO TRAKSTAR PLUS 

It is always an exciting event when we see local startup companies thriving in our Pennsylvania community. Century Therapeutics, a 
cell therapy startup based in Philadelphia, received $250 million in financing commitments from Bayer (Germany), Versant Ventures 
(San Francisco) and Fujifilm Cellular Dynamics Inc. (Tokyo). According to the company, these funds will be put toward programs 
related to the treatment of hematologic diseases and solid malignancies. 

Century’s main focus is a technology that uses induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs). These iPSCs are stem cells with “unlimited self-
renewing capacity.” They allow for the production of “master cell banks of modified cells” that can then be used as the foundation 
for cancer therapies.

“The financial support and expertise from this consortium of partners will enable Century to realize the full potential of our iPSC 
platform and expand patient access to cell therapy,” said Lalo Flores, CEO of Century.

CENTURY THERAPEUTICS RECEIVES $250M FOR  
CANCER-TARGETING TECHNOLOGY   
STARTUP COMES OUT OF “STEALTH MODE” FOLLOWING MAJOR FUNDING COMMITMENTS

L O C AT E D  I N  P E N N S Y LVA N I A

The fields of gene therapy and precision medicine are rapidly developing in the Philadelphia region, shaping the future of 
treatments and offering hope to healthcare providers and patients. LSPA member accomplishments in this space are paving 
the way for the latest advancements in science and medicine, continuing the region’s legacy in pioneering new solutions in cell 
and gene therapy.   

PA CONTINUING TO LEAD THE WAY IN GENE THERAPY  
AND PRECISION MEDICINE
PROMISING TECHNOLOGIES AND TREATMENTS SHAPING THE INDUSTRY

Researchers at the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) reported on a more sensitive method for capturing the footprint of 
AAVs, a groundbreaking clinical tool for gene therapy and gene editing. This new method captures the full range of gene expression 
patterns caused by AAV vectors, allowing researchers to better detect where the cargo is expressed. This technology is expected to 
significantly advance the rapidly evolving field of gene therapy. 

Additionally, Dr. Hakon Hakonarson, a pediatric lung specialist and director of the Center for Applied Genomics at CHOP, and his 
colleagues identified a mutation causing a boy’s illness related to a rare, complex genetic condition, in which lymphatic vessels 
proliferate out of control and leak fluid into lungs and other organs. The researchers engineered the mutation into zebrafish to 
test multiple drugs on the fish, ultimately finding one that stopped the vessels’ growth. CHOP received permission from federal 
health officials to treat the young patient with the medication, saving his life. This success shows great promise in using precision 
medicine to treat illnesses beyond cancers. 

CHOP TRANSFORMS VIRAL VECTOR GENE THERAPY  
AND PRECISION MEDICINE
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GlaxoSmithKline and Pfizer combined their consumer health care businesses to become a more focused and global leader in the 
industry to deliver innovative medicines and breakthroughs to patients. The joint venture brings together GSK’s brands, Sensodyne 
toothpaste, and pain relief products Voltaren and Panadol, with Pfizer’s anti-inflammatory medicine Advil, multivitamin Centrum 
and calcium supplement Caltrate. 

GSK AND PFIZER MERGE  
CONSUMER HEALTH BRANDS

Collaborations between local leaders continue to strengthen and transform the life sciences in Pennsylvania. This growth is 
evident by the local partnerships and deals that further demonstrate the unity and passion behind the work that our members 
are doing every day to remain at the forefront of innovation. 

LOCAL PARTNERSHIPS BOLSTER REGION AS HUB FOR SCIENCE AND 
BUSINESS EXPERTISE 
DRIVING LOCAL INNOVATION AND GROW TH 

Fibrocell Science, a cell and gene therapy company focused on transformational autologous cell-based therapies for skin and 
connective tissue diseases, was acquired by Castle Creek Pharmaceutical Holdings, Inc., to provide expertise and resources 
necessary to continue the development of investigational gene therapies FCX-007 and FCX-013.

“Following our licensing agreement to develop and commercialize FCX-007, our experience working together on rare 
dermatological conditions caused us to quickly realize that Castle Creek and Fibrocell could achieve even greater synergies by 
combining the companies into one,” said Greg Wujek, CEO of Castle Creek Pharmaceuticals. “With Castle Creek’s resources, 
Fibrocell’s gene therapy platform can be advanced into additional areas of high, unmet need – with the potential to develop 
multiple promising new therapies.”

FIBROCELL ACQUIRED BY CASTLE CREEK PHARMACEUTICAL  
HOLDINGS TO ADVANCE INVESTIGATIONAL GENE THERAPIES  

Focused on immuno-oncology clinical research, Idera Pharmaceuticals and AbbVie entered into a partnership to conduct a clinical 
study evaluating whether the combinations of an OX40 agonist (ABBV-368), a TLR-9 agonist (tilsotolimod), chemotherapy 
(nab-paclitaxel) and/or an anti-programmed cell death 1 (PD-1) antagonist (ABBV-181) stimulate the immune system resulting 
in anti-tumor responses. Idera will provide clinical trial supply of tilsotolimod to AbbVie, and AbbVie will be responsible for 
conducting the study. They aim to advance their understanding of the combination effect of ABBV-368 and tilsotolimod to 
further improve patient outcomes. 

IDERA COLLABORATES WITH ABBVIE  
ON IMMUNO-ONCOLOGY CLINICAL RESEARCH

Amicus Therapeutics and Brammer Bio, part of Thermo Fisher Scientific, are working together to advance Amicus’ gene therapy 
pipeline. As part of the agreement, Thermo Fisher is providing Amicus with  clinical and commercial manufacturing capabilities 
and capacity for the Amicus intrathecal AAV Batten disease gene therapy programs. Amicus has also established a supply 
network to support advancement of all current gene therapy pipeline programs in its portfolio. 

“Our partnership with Brammer Bio, now part of Thermo Fisher, is a significant next step in fulfilling our manufacturing strategy 
so that we can deliver novel gene therapies to more people living with rare genetic diseases as quickly as possible, especially in 
devastating diseases like Batten’s, where time is of the essence,” said John F. Crowley, chairman and CEO of Amicus. 

Additionally, through a discovery research agreement, Amicus has obtained exclusive disease-specific access to collaborate 
with University of Pennsylvania’s Gene Therapy Program (GTP), directed by pioneer researcher James M. Wilson, M.D., Ph.D., to 
develop new gene therapy platform technologies and programs for lyosomal disorders and 12 additional rare diseases. 

AMICUS THERAPEUTICS ENTERS STRATEGIC  
GENE THERAPY PARTNERSHIPS WITH  
THERMO FISHER AND PARAGON  

Aclaris Therapeutics

Almac Group

Ballard Spahr

Bristol-Myers Squibb

BTG International

Celerion

Conner Strong & Buckelew

DSM Biomedical

Duane Morris

Ernst & Young

Globus Medical

KPMG

Liberty Property Trust

Lilly USA

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius

PECO, An Exelon Company

Pepper Hamilton

Philips

Takeda Pharmaceuticals USA

Teleflex Incorporated

WuXi AppTec

LEADERSHIP MEMBERS

DIAMOND MEMBERS

2019 MEMBERS
DIAMOND AND LEADERSHIP

www.lifesciencespa.org

 

www.interphasesystems.com
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Realm Therapeutics was acquired by ESSA Pharma Inc., allowing ESSA to conduct the Phase I trial of EPI-7386 as a potential 
treatment for prostate cancer – the second-most commonly diagnosed cancer among men and the fifth most common cause 
of male cancer death worldwide. 

Temple University Hospital and St. Luke’s University Health Network (SLHN) have partnered to advance lung disease and lung 
transplant services by allowing SLHN patients living in the Lehigh Valley streamlined access to Temple’s experienced lung 
transplant team and pulmonology specialists – closer to home. 

“Together with Temple, we are making it easier for those patients who would normally need to travel for transplant services,” 
said Dr. Livia Bratis, chief of pulmonary medicine for SLHN. 

In addition to the partnership with SLHN, Temple joined the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and the University of Pittsburgh 
to open an enrollment site for the All of Us Research Program, an effort to advance individualized prevention, treatment and 
care for people of all backgrounds. While Temple’s effort is part of All of Us Pennsylvania in partnership with the University of 
Pittsburgh, the overall goal is to enroll more than one million participants nationwide, particularly from communities that have 
been underrepresented in research. NIH has funded more than 100 organizations throughout the U.S. to partner in the program, 
including Temple and Pitt, and will be the largest, most diverse resource of its kind that will allows researchers to understand the 
relationship between genetics and the causes and treatments of human disease. 

REALM THERAPEUTICS ACQUIRED BY ESSA 

TEMPLE UNIVERSITY PARTNERS WITH SLHN,  
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH AND NIH TO  
ADVANCE TRANSPLANT SERVICES AND  
PRECISION MEDICINE  

SHARE YOUR UPDATES

Want to be featured here? Forward news articles, event recaps, or announcements to  
Liz Murnane at emurnane@lifesciencespa.org to be considered for our next issue.

FACEBOOK.COM/ 
LIFESCIENCESPENNSYLVANIA

@LIFESCIENCESPA LIFE SCIENCES PENNSYLVANIA

MEMBERSHIP

The University of Pennsylvania Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine in the Perelman School of Medicine has 
partnered with Precipio, Inc. to expand cancer patient access to pathology diagnostics. The joint partnership will provide access 
to the largest academic pathology expertise network worldwide.  

“We are delighted that through this collaboration, our expertise will further benefit physicians and their patients worldwide,” 
said Dr. David Roth, chairman of the Department of Pathology at the University of Pennsylvania. “For many years we have 
contemplated additional ways to branch out beyond our catchment area and expand our services. This collaboration provides 
an attractive way to accomplish that.”

UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND PRECIPIO PARTNER TO  
EXPAND ACCESS TO WORLD CLASS PATHOLOGY DIAGNOSTICS 

Integral Molecular and the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania announced a collaboration to discover 
new targets that may cause, diagnose and treat autoimmune encephalitis, a group of conditions that occur when the body’s 
immune system mistakenly attacks healthy brain cells, causing inflammation. As part of their collaboration, they will use Integral 
Molecular’s Membrane Proteome Array (MPA) platform to identify the targets of autoantibodies derived from patients with this 
autoimmune disorder. 

INTEGRAL MOLECULAR AND PENN MEDICINE  
JOIN FORCES TO DISCOVER NEW TARGETS FOR  
AUTOIMMUNE ENCEPHALITIS 

https://www.facebook.com/Life-Sciences-PA-216732951680097/
https://twitter.com/lifesciencespa
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pennsylvania-bio?trk=company_logo
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• Jazz Pharmaceuticals signed a $260.5 million deal with Redx Pharma to acquire an experimental cancer therapy program 

targeting mutant tumors – July 10, 2019 

• NeuBase Therapeutics completed a $9 million financing round before merging with Ohr Pharmaceutical to focus on treatments 

for genetic diseases – July 12, 2019 

• Botanix Pharmaceuticals Ltd. raised $40 million to advance its cannabinoid-based dermatology products in clinical 

development – August 1, 2019

• Avei Genomics Medicine entered into a licensing deal with AstraZeneca, worth a potential $165 million, for the exclusive global 

rights to a monoclonal antibody in mid-stage clinical testing – August 7, 2019

• Harmony Biosciences closed a $50 million equity financing round in preparation for the commercial launch of Wakix for the 

treatment of excessive daytime sleepiness (EDS) and to support future clinical development in news disease areas – August 

22, 2019

• Passage Bio raised $110 million to develop drugs for rare brain diseases using gene therapy, less than seven months after raising 

$115.5 million – September 4, 2019

• University of Pennsylvania researcher Virginia M.Y. Lee, Ph.D., John H. Ware 3rd professor in Alzheimer’s Research in the 

Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine and director of the Center for Neurodegenerative Disease Research, 

was awarded $3 million as part of the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences, recognizing Lee’s work in understanding disease 

progression in Alzheimer’s disease – September 5, 2019 

• Nabriva Therapeutics earned a $5 million milestone payment under the terms of its licensing agreement with Sinovant Sciences, 

related to the FDA approval of Xenleta for the treatment of community-acquired bacterial pneumonia – September 6, 2019

• Linnaeus Therapeutics closed a $12 million financing round to commercialize new cancer treatments based on discoveries 

from the Todd Ridky Lab at the University of Pennsylvania Perelman School of Medicine – September 17, 2019

F INANCIAL  BULLET IN Q3

PENNSYLVANIA IS ATTRACTING CAPITAL AND SIGNIFICANTLY IMPACTING THE LOCAL LIFE 
SCIENCES COMMUNITY AS THE INDUSTRY CONTINUES TO GROW AND THRIVE IN THE 
“CELLICON VALLEY.” BELOW YOU WILL FIND A LIST OF FINANCIAL SUCCESSES FROM THE 
3RD  QUARTER OF 2019. 
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MEDTECH
LIFE SCIENCES FUTURE

JULY 10, 2019

D O N ' T  M I S S  O U R  N E X T  E V E N T:  L I F E  S C I E N C E S  F U T U R E  -  B I O P H A R M
Learn More and Register at www.lifesciencesfuture.com

EVENT RECAP

F E AT U R E D  K E Y N O T E S  &  S P E A K E R S

BREAKFAST IN THE C SUITE 
& CONFERENCE KICKOFF

Mike Schmidt 
Hall of Fame Third Baseman, 
Philadelphia Phillies 
Patient Advocate

PATIENT SPOTLIGHT 

Rolf Benirschke 
Former NFL Placekicker,  
San Diego Chargers 
Hepatitis C, Ostomy and  
Ulcerative Colitis Patient 
Founder, The Grateful Patient Project 
CEO, Legacy Health Strategies

KEYNOTE FIRESIDE CHAT

Jeffrey Shuren, MD, JD 
Director of the Center for Devices 
and Radiological Health (CDRH) 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA)

Mark Leahey 
President and CEO 
Medical Device Manufacturers 
Association (MDMA)

R E V E R S E 
P I T C H E S :

T O TA L  AT T E N D E E S

391

S TAT E S  R E P R E S E N T E D 
+ D.C., Australia,  

Canada, Ireland, UK  

16

R AT E D  ' V E R Y 
G O O D '  O R 
' E X C E L L E N T '

92%
PA R T N E R I N G
M E E T I N G S

101

R E S E A R C H 
I N S T I T U T I O N S

15
S P E A K E R S
24

182
O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

6 6 %  C O R E : 
Organizations involved in research 

& development of technologies.

3 4 %  A S S O C I AT E : 
Businesses providing services to the 

life sciences industry.

14%

16%

34%

36%

ATTENDEES
BY TITLE

C Level
Director
& Above
Manager
Other
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Maximize your time and budget while
getting the supplies you need.

Build. Equip. Manage. Excel.

 

CONTACT LOIS STEPHENS AT  

LSTEPHENS@LIFESCIENCESPA .ORG FOR DETAILS.

mailto:lstephens%40lifesciencespa.org?subject=
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Big4Bio:Philadelphia, a new daily email news aggregator, began publication in June and has a rapidly growing readership among 
biopharma companies and service providers. The Philadelphia edition joins Big4Bio’s other editions in Boston, San Francisco 
and San Diego. Each regional edition collects news from press releases, financial reports and original reporting and also includes 
a comprehensive event calendar. Big4Bio:Philadelphia covers the area stretching from Princeton to Wilmington and Exton to 
Ocean County. Free subscriptions are available at www.Big4Bio.com.

Subscribers are primarily senior executives. Readers keep up-to-date on developments that might not otherwise be covered by 
local outlets, for example, new strategic or service opportunities for companies and new career opportunities for professionals. 
Companies that could not count on media attention can now submit press releases directly to Big4Bio for publication at info@
Big4Bio.com and be sure of reaching key people in the regional biopharma ecosystem.

Big4Bio:Philadelphia is sponsored by organizations seeking benefits from improved regional communication. Visibility, access to 
the subscriber base and the indirect benefits of enhanced regional growth provide sponsor pay back. Interested businesses can 
contact Big4Bio directly at info@Big4Bio.com. 

Congratulations to Life Sciences Pennsylvania member, Forest Devices, for winning the MedTech Innovator Award. The winning 
company was determined by a live audience vote during The MedTech Conference, powered by AdvaMed. The startup was 
selected from a pool of nearly 800 early-stage medtech companies and was awarded a $350K grand prize for Portable Device 
to Triage Patients to Proper Stroke Centers.

“It is an incredible honor to be recognized by the medtech community, especially given the other fantastic finalists in the 
competition,” said Matt Kesinger, CEO of Forest Devices. “The funding will support us in bringing our game-changing technology 
to market. The MedTech Innovator program has been fantastic and provided us with invaluable mentorship and support.”

DAILY LIFE SCIENCES NEWS RESOURCE LAUNCHES IN CELLICON VALLEY

FOREST DEVICES WINS MEDTECH AWARD
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ABOUT
THE ONE PLACE FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

The life sciences sector is witnessing unprecedented 

levels of innovation and investment, while the health 

care industry as a whole is in the midst of a sea change.

If you aren’t a full-time analyst, how can you keep up 

and find the key information you need to make the 

right decisions for your business?

THAT’S WHERE WE COME IN.

Big4Bio is the premier aggregator of financial,

clinical and business news on the life sciences 

sector. Our free, daily emails give you easy-

to-scan headlines on key developments and

links to content gleaned from dozens of

credible industry sources.

We produce individual summaries for the four most 

significant life sciences markets in the country: 

Boston, San Francisco, San Diego, and Philadelphia.

You can choose to receive as many, or as few 

newsletters as you wish. You can find news on all of 

our regions as well as exclusive content on our website.

Subscribe for FREE at Big4Bio.com

Greater Philadelphia’s biomedical cluster is the 

natural out-growth of the region’s proximity to the 

large pharmaceutical companies in southern New 

Jersey, the array of high-profile academic 

research and medical centers in Philadelphia, and 

the region’s legacy chemical companies.

The region is home to over 800 life sciences companies, 

15 major health systems, four NCI-designated cancer 

treatment centers, and seven medical schools. It is 

also one of the second-largest medical device 

clusters according to the industry association 

AdvaMed — ranking second behind California.

BigBio Communications is proud to showcase the news 

and developments from the Greater Philadelphia area 

with the launch of Big4Bio: Philadelphia!

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR LAUNCH 

PRESS RELEASES - FINANCIALS - MEDIA COVERAGE EVENTS - SPOTLIGHTS

Subscribe FREE at Big4Bio.com
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Touchdown Pledge Drive

Uplifting Athletes, Inc.  
Pennsylvania Chapters

October 2019

Visit the registration page to 
find your local Touchdown 
Pledge Drive 

28th Annual Lupus Loop & 
Walk to End Lupus Now

Lupus Foundation of America,  
Philadelphia Tri-State Chapter

October 27, 2019

Philadelphia, PA

5th Annual Quest for a 
Cure Fundraiser

Castleman Disease 
Collaborative Network 

November 9, 2019

Philadelphia, PA

SUPPORTED PAT IENT ADVOCACY EVENTS

For more information about these and other upcoming events,  
please visit www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/

CLA Walk the Talk Liver 
Walk 2019!

Community Liver Alliance

October 5, 2019

West Mifflin, PA

Energy for Life Walkathon: 
Delaware Valley

United Mitochondrial Disease 
Foundation 

October 27, 2019

Sewell, NJ

2019 Philadelphia Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s

Alzheimer’s Association 

November 10, 2019

Philadelphia, PA 

Pink Tie Ball

Susan G. Komen Philadelphia

October 12, 2019

Philadelphia, PA

Blood, Sweat & Tears 
5-miler & 5k benefitting 
the Emily Whitehead 
Foundation

Emily Whitehead Foundation

November 2, 2019 

Palmyra, PA

Kickin’ Cushing’s to 
the Curb – Awareness 
Reception for Cushing’s 
Disease

The Conley Cushing’s Disease 
Fund 

November 16, 2019 

Hershey, PA

PA Breast Cancer Coalition 
Conference

PA Breast Cancer Coalition

October 18, 2019

Harrisburg, PA

Step Out Walk to 
Stop Diabetes

American Diabetes 
Association

November 2, 2019

Philadelphia, PA

AACR Philadelphia 
Marathon Weekend

American Association for  
Cancer Research

November 23-24, 2019

Philadelphia, PA

https://pledgeit.org/for/uplifting-athletes-pa-tdpd
http://support.lupustristate.org/site/TR?fr_id=1040&pg=entry
http://support.lupustristate.org/site/TR?fr_id=1040&pg=entry
https://cdcn.org/annual-events/quest-for-a-cure/
https://cdcn.org/annual-events/quest-for-a-cure/
http://www.lifesciencespa.org/connect/events/
http://cla-walk-the-talk-5k.everydayhero.do/
http://cla-walk-the-talk-5k.everydayhero.do/
https://www.classy.org/event/energy-for-life-walkathon-delaware-valley-2019/e238583
https://www.classy.org/event/energy-for-life-walkathon-delaware-valley-2019/e238583
https://act.alz.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app20117b?fr_id=12483&pg=entry&NONCE_TOKEN=3F4303B826F0F6AB2AEA9A289FEA5FDE
https://act.alz.org/site/TR;jsessionid=00000000.app20117b?fr_id=12483&pg=entry&NONCE_TOKEN=3F4303B826F0F6AB2AEA9A289FEA5FDE
https://komenphiladelphia.org/2019-ptb/
https://www.runreg.com/blood-sweat-tears-5-miler
https://www.runreg.com/blood-sweat-tears-5-miler
https://www.runreg.com/blood-sweat-tears-5-miler
https://www.runreg.com/blood-sweat-tears-5-miler
https://www.kickcushings.com/
https://www.kickcushings.com/
https://www.kickcushings.com/
https://www.kickcushings.com/
https://www.pabreastcancer.org/our-programs/pbcc-conference/#.XYkGYfxKhMB
https://www.pabreastcancer.org/our-programs/pbcc-conference/#.XYkGYfxKhMB
http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR/StepOut/StepOutContent?pg=entry&fr_id=12888
http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR/StepOut/StepOutContent?pg=entry&fr_id=12888
https://philadelphiamarathon.com/aacr/
https://philadelphiamarathon.com/aacr/
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AMICUS THERAPEUTICS

ARSENAL CAPITAL PARTNERS

ASTATECH INC.

AVISI TECHNOLOGIES

CARDIOVERE LLC

CASSANDRA BRANDING LLC

CHROMATAN

CMIC CMO USA

DARCY CONSULTING

ETCETERA BIOTECHNOLOGIES INC.

FOR PETE’S SAKE CANCER  
RESPITE FOUNDATION

GBS/CIDP FOUNDATION 
INTERNATIONAL

HASSMAN RESEARCH INSTITUTE

IMCARE BIOTECH

IMPACT PROTEOMICS

JACOBSWYPER ARCHITECTS

JAMES GREY INTERNATIONAL

KGTIGER CORPORATION

KOVARVIC LLC

LI-COR BIOSCIENCES

MAIN LINE ACCOUNTING LLC

MBF THERAPEUTICS

MITOCHON PHARMACEUTICALS, INC.

NAVIGANT CONSULTING

ORGANABIO LLC

PROSCIA

STAYSAIL LIFE SCIENCES LLC

TAMURO BIO

TAVOTEK LAB INC.

TEAMLOGIC IT OF NEWTOWN PA

WESCOE FOUNDATION FOR 
PULMONARY FIBROSIS

WISLER PEARLSTINE, LLP

SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR Q3 NEW MEMBERS AS OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2019

2019 DIAMOND MEMBERS

 

www.interphasesystems.com
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THE L IFE  SCIENCES PENNSYLVANIA TEAM

CHRISTOPHER P. MOLINEAUX 
President & CEO 
cmolineaux@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 203

KAREN DELONE 
Senior Vice President &  

Chief Operating Officer 

kdelone@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 210

LAURA NIKORAWALLA 
Office Manager 

lnikorawalla@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 201

ADVOCACY

KURT IMHOF  
Vice President, Policy and Public Affairs 

kimhof@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 211

JENNIFER YOUNG  
Senior Director, Policy & Public Affairs 
jyoung@lifesciencespa.org 
412-584-7651

MICHELE WASHKO  
Regional Advocacy Director 
mwashko@lifesciencespa.org

OPERATIONS

BETTY PIKE 
Accountant 

bpike@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 207

JAMIE BUBECK 
Accountant Level 2 

jbubeck@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 218

OLIVIA MAURER 
Life Sciences Center Coordinator 

omaurer@lifesciencespa.org 
610-947-6800 ext. 204

PROGRAMS

MELISSA CALLUM 
Director, Programs 

mcallum@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 208

LAUREN BOYLE 
Programs Coordinator 

lboyle@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 206

MOLLY LARKIN 
Programs Coordinator 

mlarkin@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 215

MEMBERSHIP

PAUL KORNBLITH 
Director, Western Pennsylvania 

pkornblith@lifesciencespa.org  
412-770-1637

LOIS STEPHENS 
Membership Manager 

lstephens@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 209

DEVYN TYSON 
Membership Services Coordinator 

dtyson@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 205

COMMUNICATIONS

LIZ MURNANE 
Communications Coordinator  

emurnane@lifesciencespa.org  
610-947-6800 ext. 217

CATHERINE CASSIDY 
Communications Specialist 

ccassidy@lifesciencespa.org
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