
IMMANUEL - GOD WITH US 
A colorful activity to help the children see that God is with us in the person of Jesus, as 
described in Matthew 1:23 

TOPICS: 
Birth of Jesus, God's Love, Jesus 

MATERIALS: 
Colorful balloons, Dark marker 
 

 
DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 

 

  

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Before class, find enough balloons for each child in the class, plus two more. You will use one of the 
extra balloons during class, so don't do anything with it now. Inside the other extra balloon, insert two 
slips of paper, one with the name “Jesus” written on it, and the other with the name “Immanuel” written 
on it. Then, blow up and knot all of the balloons, except for the one used later. 

After everyone has arrived, print the name of each child on one of the empty blown up balloons using a 
dark marker. When you are ready to start the activity, release all of the balloons into the room. When you 
say go, have each child find the balloon with their name on it. There will be one extra balloon. Make a big 
deal about the extra balloon to create excitement and expectation for the kids. Finally, you will pop the 
extra balloon, to reveal the names on the slips of paper. You will explain how Jesus is a gift from God, 
and that He is also called Immanuel, which means, "God is with us." Finally, you will blow up another 
balloon, and write the name of Jesus on it to display during the rest of the class time. 

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
(After releasing the balloons) Wait, don't do anything yet until I say, "GO." Does everyone know what 
their own name looks like when written? (If anyone does not, you will need to help them find their 
balloon) Good, when I say go, I want you to find the balloon that has your name on it. Then sit back 
down. Are you ready? Go! 

(When everyone has their balloon) Wait! What about that balloon over there, who does it belong 
to? (Allow for responses) Let's look at that balloon more carefully. There is something inside, maybe we 
can find out who this balloon belongs to by looking inside. 

(Pop the balloon and retrieve the slips of paper) Look, there is something written on these slips of paper. 
One says, "Jesus," and the other says, "Immanuel." Does anyone know what Immanuel means? 
Immanuel means, "God is with us." Because God loves us so much, he gave His only son Jesus to be 
with us, and so they called Him Immanuel. 

So who did that balloon belong to? (Jesus, or Immanuel) And is Jesus with us right now? (Yes) Well, I 
think it is only right to give Jesus another balloon, don't you? (Blow up the extra balloon, and write the 
name of "Jesus" on it. Then proudly display it somewhere in the classroom.) 

Note: Some references in KJV show "Emmanuel" instead of "Immanuel." See also Isaiah 7:14; 8:8  



WHAT IS JESUS DOING? 
By identifying some of the things Jesus is doing, the kids learn more about their 
Heavenly Father  

TOPICS: 
God's Love, Jesus, Knowing God 

MATERIALS: 
Copies of activity sheet [ATTACHED]  
Crayons or markers 
 

 
DURATION: 
Approximately 12 minutes 

 

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Give each child a copy of the handout, and gather everyone around in a circle. You can even sit 
on the floor to show how the children probably sat around Jesus when He taught them. Pick one 
of the pictures, and ask the children if they know what Jesus is doing. Have a short discussion 
about each picture, and compare it to our relationship with God. After talking about what Jesus 
is doing in each picture, give the children a few minutes to color their handouts. 

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
1. Jesus holds bread and a fish, ready to feed many people 
This was one of the miracles of Jesus. One time He fed about 5,000 people with only 5 loaves 
and 2 fish. Jesus did this to show how God provides what we need to live, like food. 

2. Jesus teaches His followers 
From the start of His ministry, Jesus taught people about His Father in Heaven. God also 
teaches us through His Holy Word, the Bible. In the Bible, we can learn about God's Kingdom 
and how to live as Christians. 

3. Jesus welcomes the children, and lets them sit with Him 
Jesus loved children, and considered them very special. He even said that adults need to be like 
children to enter the Kingdom of God. Because of the way Jesus welcomed children, we can 
know that God also loves every young boy and girl. 

4. Jesus walks on water 
This is another miracle of Jesus, to show that He ruled over all the earth because He was God. 
God is the creator and ruler of everything, and there is nothing He cannot do. 

5. Jesus heals a sick man in bed 
Jesus came to save the world from sin, but He also saved many from illness. He healed the 
blind, the sick, the paralyzed and even raised the dead. God wants to take care of us too. He 
knows when we are not feeling well and is always there to give us comfort. 



6. Jesus prays 
Jesus prayed often to His Father in Heaven. He also gave us an example of how we should 
pray. We know that God listened to His only Son when He prayed, and therefore, God will also 
hear our prayers.  

  



What is Jesus Doing? 

1.  2.  

    

         3.  4.              

    

5.  6.  .  
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JESUS LOVES ME - LACE UP 
A fun lace up craft that reminds children that Jesus loves them. 

TOPICS: 
God's Love, Jesus 

MATERIALS: 
Card Stock 
Jesus Loves Me - Lace 
Up Template [ATTACHED]  
Pencils or markers 
Shoe Stings or yarn (One per child) 
Hole punch, tape 

DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 

 

PREPARATION: 
Before class, print out copies of the "Jesus Loves Me - Lace Up" template on card stock. You 
need one copy for each child in class. Using a hole punch, punch out the black circles along the 
edges of each heart.  

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Give each child one Lace Up template and a long shoe string. Yarn will also work. Have the 
children lace the shoe string in and out of the holes that have been punched out on the outline 
of the heart. Have them start by pushing the shoe string from the back side of the card first. Help 
the children tie or tape the ends of the string to the back of their hearts to keep the laces from 
unraveling. 
 
Once the children have completed lacing up their heart, have them trace the outline of the words 
"Jesus Loves Me." 
 
As the kids work on their project explain the many ways in which Jesus loves us. 
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