
THE TWELVE APOSTLES 

LESSON 2: SENDING THE APOSTLES 
After completing this lesson, the children will understand that in following Jesus, we are 
to be obedient to His commands and to His teachings. 

TOPICS 
Apostles, Following Jesus, Obedience 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
The Twelve Apostles (Puzzle)   

OPENING PRAYER AND PRAISE (5 minutes) 
If you used a prayer book during the first lesson, allow the kids time to review the names they 
wrote in it, and to add names of any other friends they would like to invite to church. Mention 
these kids by name in your opening prayer. 

MEMORY WORK (12 minutes) 
Matthew 10:2-4 
Children will continue memorizing the twelve apostles. Today they can memorize Matthew 10:3. 
This verse contains the names of Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, James (the son of 
Alphaeus) and Thaddaeus. Practice by reading the verses several times. Then have the kids 
write down only the names and practice saying them aloud in order. Explain to the kids that a 
special reward will be given next week to whoever can remember all of the twelve apostles. 

SCRIPTURE READING AND DISCUSSION (15 minutes) 
Introduction: 
As we have been memorizing the names of the Apostles from Matthew 10: 2-4, have you 
noticed that they are named in pairs. Let's look. First there is Peter and his brother Andrew, then 
James and his brother John, then Philip and Bartholomew, Thomas and Matthew, James son of 
Alphaeus and Thaddaeus, and finally Simon and Judas. Perhaps they were named two by two 
because Jesus sent them out two by two to preach to the lost sheep of Israel. It is sometimes 
scary to do things alone. It is much better with a friend, to help you, encourage you, and be 
there when times are difficult. Let's read about the special instructions Jesus gave to the 
apostles. 
  
Matthew 10:2-16 and Luke 9:1-6 
Allow a few kids to read these verses. 

Discussion Questions: 
1. Where were the apostles commanded to go and why? (To the Jewish people in Israel, 
because they were God's Chosen people.) 
2. Why would Jesus call the Jews "The Lost sheep of Israel"? (Like lost sheep, they had gone 
astray because of sin.) 
3. What provisions were the apostles to take with them on their mission? (Nothing except the 
clothes on their back.) 
4. Where did the power and authority to drive out demons and cure sickness come 
from? (Jesus.) 



5. What were the apostles supposed to do if a Jewish household did not welcome them? (Shake 
the dust off their sandals.) 
6. Discuss how the apostles could be as shrewd as snakes and innocent as doves. 

CLASS EXERCISE (15 minutes) 
Breaking News (Skit)   

ALTERNATE CLASS EXERCISE (5 minutes) 
Twelve Apostles (Song)  

APPLICATION (4 minutes) 
Jesus commanded his apostles to go without any food, money or even extra clothing to the lost 
sheep of Israel. They were told to preach the Good News about the kingdom of Heaven, to heal 
the sick and to perform miracles. What a mighty task. But Jesus wanted to make sure they did 
not rely on their own power to carry out the mission. Jesus not only provided what they needed 
to live along the way, He also provided the power to perform miracles. 
  
Does Jesus have a mission for you? He may not be asking you to do what the apostles did. But 
He is asking you to follow Him and obey His commands and His teachings. Sometimes even 
these may seem difficult, but Jesus will never ask you to do anything without giving you the 
power to do it. 

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes) 
 
 
 
IDEAS FOR MEMORIZING VERSES 

• MISSING WORDS 
Read the verse together several times, then write the verse on the board. Say the verse 
together as a class, erase a word or two and say the verse again. Continue in this 
manner until the words are all erased. 

• BIBLE VERSE HANGMAN 
With short verses play the "hangman" game. After one of the kids is able to say the verse 
correctly, have everyone look it up in their own Bibles. 

• READ, MEMORIZE, AND DISCUSS 
Have the kids find the verse in their Bibles and read it several times out loud. Have them 
close their eyes and try to say the verse again. Discuss the meaning of this verse with the 
children. 

• SCRAMBLED 
Give each child a slip of paper with the verse scrambled. Have the kids unscramble the 
verse and rewrite it the correct way. Treats can be given to all who get it right. 
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