
Bible Study February 2, 2022 
1 CORINTHIANS 5 (ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION) 

Tonight’s text is a very rich text with spiritual truths and gospel insight. 

Title: “Your Business is Church Business” 

Paul is writing a letter to the church in Corinth. Paul started the church on his 2nd 
missionary journey. And He stayed there for 18 months with Aquilia and Pricilla. Paul is 
dealing with issues in the church in this letter.  

Paul has been dealing with divisions in the church and with pride of some of the 
members. And tonight, there is another issue that needs to be addressed… 

Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church 
1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is 
not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 

There is a situation that is going on and it needs to be addressed. 
- Sexual immorality: Pornia – Harlotry, Adultery, Incest, Fornication 

This is a relationship is happening in the church. And people know about it.  

 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be 
removed from among you. 

They were arrogant about it. Why would they be proud of it? 

v 2 The attitude toward the church discipline of an unrepentant person should be mourning. Not 
pride, self-righteousness, and not even anger.  

We should be so sorrowful for the person that trapped or snared in sin so much that they don’t 
see it as sin or don’t want to get out. 
 

3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already 
pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the 
name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you 
are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be 
saved in the day of the Lord.  

The process of Church Discipline. 

The goal of church discipline is, that his soul may be saved. The purpose of church discipline is 
redemptive, not punishment. The bible says God disciplines those He loves. 



 
1. God will use Satan to work out some issues that you have. Satan is one of the tools 

God uses to get our attention. 
 
Job 2:6 And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.” 
At the end of Job Job says  
42:5-6 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I 
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” 

 
2. The church can turn him over to Satan, we are to remove them from fellowship to let 

Satan have his way so that they will experience the attacks and consequences of 
their sin so they would repent and humbly return back to the ark of safety. 

- Did the early church really do this to church members? Yes… 
o 1 Tim 1:19-20 19 holding faith and a good conscience. By rejecting this, some have 

made shipwreck of their faith, 20 among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom 
I have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. 

 

- Putting someone out of the church should be a last resort in disciplinary action. It should not 
be done out of vengeance but out of love, in the same way that parents discipline their 
children to correct and restore them.  

- Jesus is the one that has given us the model Matthew 18:15-20 
o 15 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, 
take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile 
and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say 
to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them 
by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am I among them.” 

 
- James 5:19-20  My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone 

brings him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 
save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 
God has given the model and if Paul is recommended step 4. Then this case is severe.  

- God help us to love one another enough to catch this pattern early.  
- You know how we don’t get this far, we go to the person early. 

 
Eccl 4:10 - For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls 
and has not another to lift him up! 



Gal 6:1 - Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 

• Church Discipline Principles  
o There are multiple steps before excommunication 
o You don’t conduct church discipline on non-believers  
o They must have shown unwillingness to repent during each step 
o They have to know that it is wrong. They must be taught that it is wrong. 
o They must refuse to repent or leave the church  

Why is Confronting sin so important? 
6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 

Allowing public sin to exist in the church affects all its members. Paul does not expect anyone to be 
sinless—all believers struggle with sin daily. Instead, he is speaking against those who deliberately 
sin, feel no guilt, and refuse to repent. This kind of sin cannot be tolerated in the church because it 
affects others. We have a responsibility to other believers.  
 
Paul’s example Yeast makes bread dough rise, and a little bit affects the whole batch. In the same 
way, blatant sins left uncorrected confuse and divide a congregation. While believers should 
encourage, pray for, and build up one another, they must also be intolerant of deliberate sin that is 
allowed to continue unchecked. This jeopardizes the spiritual health of the church. 

7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. 
For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 

It doesn’t take that much sin in the life of a church to corrupt the church. 

 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 
evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 

As the Hebrews were preparing for their exodus from slavery in Egypt, God told them to prepare 
bread without yeast because they didn’t have time to wait for the dough to rise. And because yeast 
was also a symbol of sin, they were commanded to sweep all of it out of the house (Exodus 
12:15; 13:7). Christ is our Passover lamb, the perfect sacrifice for our sin. Because he has 
delivered us from the slavery of sin, we should have nothing to do with the sins of the past (“old 
‘yeast’”). 

9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people—  

Paul is referring to an earlier letter to the Corinthian church, often called “the lost letter” because it 
has not been preserved. 

10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and swindlers, or 
idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you 
not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual 



immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with 
such a one.  

Paul makes it clear that we should not disassociate ourselves from unbelievers—otherwise, we 
could not carry out Jesus’ command to tell them about salvation (Matthew 28:18-20). But we are to 
distance ourselves from those who claim to be Christians yet deliberately indulge in sins explicitly 
forbidden in Scripture and then rationalize their actions. Making excuses for sin harms others for 
whom Christ died and dims the image of God in those who do it. Church leaders must be ready to 
correct, in love, for the sake of spiritual unity and of living out an effective witness for the gospel. 

12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom 
you are to judge?  

13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

The church must discipline flagrant sin among its members. Such sin, left unchecked, can polarize 
and paralyze a church. The correction, however, should never be vengeful. Instead, it should be 
given to help bring about a cure.  
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