
HISTORY MYSTERY - YOUNG JOSEPH 
Children put the Biblical events about Joseph and his angry, jealous brothers in 
chronological order. 
(All 16 events are found in Genesis 37:3-36; 39:1-6). 

TOPICS: 
Anger, Jealousy, Joseph 

MATERIALS: 
Bibles 
Activity sheet [ATTACHED]   
Pencil 

DURATION: 
Approximately 15 minutes 

   

PREPARATION 
Before class, print or make copies of the activity sheet for each child. If using this activity by 
itself, you may also want to read the story from the Bible to the children before handing out the 
activity sheets. You will find all of the events listed in Genesis 37:3-36 and Genesis 39:1-6.   

WHAT YOU WILL DO: 
Have the students work individually or in teams to put the events listed on the activity sheet in 
chronological order, based on when they occurred in the Bible. Let the kids know that it is okay 
to use their Bibles to find the correct order of events. If working in teams, have everyone give 
the winning team a round of applause for completing the activity first. If working as individuals, 
suggest that children who finish early help those who are still working put the events in the 
correct order until everyone is finished. 

Hint: If the children are having a difficult time completing the activity in the allotted time, you may 
want to provide some hints. For example, you could let them know which events are numbers 1, 
5, 10, and 16. 

  



History Mystery - Young Joseph 
 

Place the Biblical events about Joseph and his jealous brothers in chronological order.  
(All 16 events are found in Genesis 37:3-36; 39:1-6) 

 
   

____ Joseph is sold to some merchants on their way to Egypt. 
 

____ Jacob sends Joseph to Shechem to find his brothers. 
 

____ Joseph's brothers hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
 

____ The brothers stripped the richly ornamented robe off Joseph. 
 

____ Joseph goes to look for his brothers near Dothan. 
 

____ Joseph is brought to Egypt and purchased by Potiphar. 
 

____ The brothers plot to kill Joseph and tell their father a wild animal killed him. 
 

____ Jacob made a richly ornamented robe for Joseph to wear. 
 

____ Joseph is thrown into an empty cistern. 
 

____ Joseph had a dream that he and his brothers were sheaves of grain. 
 

____ Potiphar puts Joseph in charge of everything he owns. 
 

____ Joseph had a dream about the sun, moon, and stars bowing down to him. 
 

____ The brothers give Jacob the bloody robe that belonged to Joseph. 
 

____ Ruben convinced his brothers not to kill Joseph. 
 

____ Joseph's brothers hated him even more, saying, "Do you intend to rule over us?" 
 

____ Jacob mourned Joseph for many days. 
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History Mystery - Young Joseph 
  

Place the Biblical events about Joseph and his jealous brothers in chronological order.  
(All 16 events are found in Genesis 37:3-36; 39:1-6) 

   
   

12  Joseph is sold to some merchants on their way to Egypt. (Gen. 37:28) 
 

6 Jacob sends Joseph to Shechem to find his brothers. (Gen. 37:13) 
 

2 Joseph's brothers hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. (Gen. 37:4) 
 

10 The brothers stripped the richly ornamented robe off Joseph. (Gen. 37:23) 
 

7 Joseph goes to look for his brothers near Dothan. (Gen. 37:17) 
 

15 Joseph is brought to Egypt and purchased by Potiphar. (Gen. 39:1) 
 

8 The brothers plot to kill Joseph and tell their father a wild animal killed him. (Gen. 37:20) 
 

1 Jacob made a richly ornamented robe for Joseph to wear. (Gen. 37:3) 
 

11 Joseph is thrown into an empty cistern. (Gen. 37:24) 
 

3 Joseph had a dream that he and his brothers were sheaves of grain. (Gen 37:7) 
 

16 Potiphar puts Joseph in charge of everything he owns. (Gen. 39:5) 

 

5 Joseph had a dream about the sun, moon, and stars bowing down to him. (Gen. 37:9) 
 

13 The brothers give Jacob the bloody robe that belonged to Joseph. (Gen. 37:31-32) 
 

9 Ruben convinced his brothers not to kill Joseph. (Gen. 37:21-22) 
 

4 Joseph's brothers hated him even more, saying, "Do you intend to rule over us?" (Gen 37:8) 
 

14 Jacob mourned Joseph for many days. (Gen. 37:34) 
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POUR ME OUT 
A life used by God, is a life worth living. 

TOPICS: 
Choices, Holiness, Honor God, Knowing 
God 

MATERIALS: 
Common every-day bowl 
Fine China bowl 

DURATION: 
Approximately 5 minutes 

 

WHAT YOU WILL SAY: 
All of you are familiar with the item that I am holding. This is a common everyday bowl. You may 
be thinking to yourself, how can I learn anything about God from a common everyday bowl? 
Believe it or not, bowls and people do have some similarities. 
 
The only thing that you can pour out of a bowl is what was first placed into it. If I pour candy into 
a bowl, I will be able to take candy out of the bowl. If I pour sour pickles into a bowl, I will be able 
to take sour pickles out of the bowl. 
 
Our minds are much like the example of the bowl above, what we put into our minds is what we 
later use. The contents of what we place in our mind will shape the way we behave and the way 
we interact with others. Wise people will spend time putting Godly principles into their minds and 
avoid filling their minds with garbage. 
 
(Hold a fine China bowl in one hand and a common everyday bowl in your other hand.) 
 
Another lesson that we can learn from bowls is this: some bowls, like this China bowl, are only 
used on special occasions. In my other hand is a common bowl which is used almost every day. 
Some people, like the China bowl, only think about God on special occasions such as Easter or 
Christmas. People with this mind set miss out on the many blessings that God has for them. 
People that experience God on a regular basis are like the common bowl that gets used almost 
every day. God fills us up and we pour our lives out doing things that please Him. It is a 
wondrous thing to be a vessel in the hands of a mighty God.” 
 
We all have choices, the choice to decide what we will put into our minds, which directly effects 
who we are and a choice to decide how often we interact with God. Don’t let your life sit on a 
shelf collecting dust, like a bowl that is used only once or twice a year. Open your heart to the 
blessings God has for you and experience Him on a daily basis!  
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