
GOOD KING, BAD KING 

LESSON 1: DAVID AND SAUL 
This lesson will teach children that obeying God is always the best! 

 

TOPICS 
Obedience, Trusting God 

AS KIDS ARRIVE (10 minutes) 
Good Fruit, Yucky Fruit (Activity)  

WORSHIP TIME (5 minutes) 

BIBLE VERSE (5 minutes) 
"To obey is better than sacrifice.” 1 Samuel 15:22b NIV 
This verse will teach children that obeying God is more important than anything else. 
 
 

BIBLE STORY (15 minutes) 
Ask the children to sit on the floor in front of you while you tell the Bible story. If necessary, use 
a children’s Bible to supplement the story with pictures so it will be easier for the children to 
understand. 
 
Introduction: David was a very special king who was blessed by God because of his 
obedience. However, Saul made many disobedient decisions that lead to God removing him as 
king. 
 
Read Psalm 21:1-7 (David put his trust in God.) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Where does David get his strength? (From the Lord.) 
2. What does God give David because of his obedience? (Crown of pure gold, long life, battle 
victories, etc.) 
3. Why does David trust in God? (Because of God’s unfailing love.) 
 
 
Read 1 Samuel 15:10-11, 19-26 (Saul disobeyed God.) 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1. Who receives a message from God? (Samuel.) 
2. How does Samuel feel when he receives the message? (Angry.) 
3. What does Saul do when Samuel tells him the message? (He makes up excuses and then 
finally repents.) 
4. What is Saul’s punishment for disobeying God? (He is rejected as king.) 
 
Conclusion: Obeying and trusting God leads to blessings and joy. Disobeying God leads to 
consequences and sadness. 



FUN TIME (15 minutes) 
Good or Bad King? (Activity)  

ALTERNATE FUN TIME (10 minutes) 
Trust Hopscotch (Game)   

PRAYER/SNACK (10 minutes) 
Prepare several different types of fruit in bowls and lead the children in prayer over the food. As 
you disperse the snack talk about what makes the fruit “good,” such as the taste, appearance, 
and ability to give our bodies nourishment. Then explain that “bad” fruit wouldn’t taste good, 
would have a bad appearance (such as rotten spots), and could make us sick. Tell the children 
that we are like the good fruit when we obey God because obedience helps us grow closer to 
Him. Also, disobedience is like bad fruit because it hurts our hearts. 

CLOSING ACTIVITY (10 minutes) 
Ask a child to be the “good” king and stand in front of the class to tell them one way to obey God 
(such as being kind, helping others, listening to our parents, etc.). Then assign a new child to be 
the “good” king and continue the process as time allows. Be sure to add input as needed to help 
the children come up with practical ways to obey God. 

  



LAMB WITHOUT A BED 
A story about an unselfish lamb who was rewarded by being part of a very important 
celebration. 
 

TOPICS: 
Animals, Birth of Jesus, Helping, Lamb, Sharing 

Materials (Optional): 
Stuffed lamb 

DURATION: 
Approximately 10 minutes 
 
One evening, the sky was clear and the wind was 
blowing gently. There were many animals in the field 
just relaxing. Some were walking around while others 
were eating. A herd of sheep huddled together near the 
barn, being lazy and talking to each other. The papa 
sheep said, "That sure was a good dinner we had 
tonight, peanut butter on grass. Yummy!" 

 

The momma sheep said, "The chocolate covered dandelions were even better. I ate so many 
I'm getting sleepy in this beautiful nighttime air." 

"Did you notice all those people coming into town?" Papa sheep asked. "There are so many of 
them!" 

Mama sheep replied, "I know, pretty soon there won't be enough rooms at the inn. I saw a nice 
looking couple earlier at the city gates. The young woman looked like she was going to have a 
baby. I sure hope they can find a place to stay for the night." 

The baby lamb that was cuddling close to the mama sheep opened his eyes and said, "Mommy, 
do you think their baby will have a soft bed like me?" 

"I don't know," the mama sheep said as she hugged her little lamb tightly. The baby lamb 
cuddled even more closely and started to fall asleep. 

"Okay, let's go into the barn now where it is warm and safe," said the papa sheep. "That star 
seems to be getting brighter and brighter, so it must be getting dark." 

They went inside the barn to lay down in their favorite corner. They were barely asleep when 
suddenly, the owner of the barn came walking in with a man and woman. It was the same young 
man and woman the mama sheep saw earlier, and the woman was indeed going to have a 
baby. It looked like she could give birth any moment. 



"I'm sorry," said the owner, "but this is all we have. Your wife can lie down here where it's soft 
and clean." 

Then he shooed away the baby lamb and the rest of the sheep to a different corner of the barn. 
The baby lamb stared at the couple with surprise as they sat down in their corner. After looking 
at the woman for a while, he felt sorry for her because she seemed to be in pain. In fact, the 
baby lamb was glad she was using his bed. 

He got up and curiously moved closer to the couple. He also brought some more hay to make 
her bed comfortable. The woman touched his head and smiled at him. He felt like a big sheep 
now. 

Suddenly, there were some bright lights and singing inside the barn. The baby was born. There 
was so much singing and celebration, not with people, but with bright, winged, people-like 
creatures that the lamb had never seen before. He saw the man and the woman wrapping the 
baby in cloth, and holding Him close. 

Then, the baby lamb had another idea. The baby needed a bed too, so he ran towards an empty 
little manger and stood there until the man understood what he meant. The man picked up the 
trough, cleaned it up, and put the baby in it. 

The barn was so busy with celebration, but it wasn't noisy at all. It was beautiful. The herd of 
sheep walked towards the young couple, and they were in awe. The lamb thought the baby 
must be very, very important. As he looked again at the woman, she smiled at him. Again, he 
felt like a big sheep and a big helper. Outside the barn, he could now hear shepherds coming 
and shouts of joy, and even more singing. The joy continued all night long. And that night, the 
night the baby lamb gave up his bed, he could hear, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

Do you know who was born? Yes, it was Jesus, and the lamb was a helper when he needed to 
be. He was not mad when he gave up his bed, in fact, he was glad to help. 

THE END 

 

*************************************** 
STORY TELLING TIPS 

Story telling is an old age art that most any one can do. To become a really good storyteller takes 
practice. These tips will help you become a better storyteller. 
 
  
When my child was a preschooler, she loved going to the library with me for story time. She sat quietly 
and listened to the storyteller as if she were one of the characters in the book the storyteller read. The 
children giggled, covered their eyes, and yelled in unison. They were excited about the story. Until my 
daughter attended story time, I did not realize how storytelling could be such a powerful medium to 



communicate with children. A great story can give a child a realistic picture right from his or her own 
imagination that lasts forever. 

Storytelling can be done effectively through a range of visual and vocal 
emotions. You don't need to be highly experienced. You only need to read, 
use your imagination, and make funny, loud, or silly noises. Add some arm 
movements and face contortions and anyone can be a storytelling star. 
 
The key is to really get into the story yourself as if you were hearing it for 
the first time as a small child. If you are really adventurous, not minding the 
adults that may be accompanying their children, you can even dance 
around the room in a animated fashion. 
 
Children love to interact with the story, so whenever possible, ask the 
children to take part in the storytelling. For example, children can make 
rain noises, or they can guess which animals oink and quack. 

 

Change your voice's reflection - loud at times and soft at others, use different voices for different 
characters. 

Storytelling is a great way to teach the children about Jesus without spending a lot of money on supplies 
or materials. Kid’s Sunday School Place has many stories available for usage—all you need is yourself 
and your commitment to be silly in the name of the Lord. 

Other items you can use for a great story time: 
Faces of main characters or pictures of objects in the story can be drawn on paper and attached to 
wooden rulers. Display these props at the appropriate time while telling the story. For example, when you 
tell the story of Noah, use a paper face for Noah, Mrs. Noah, and an animal or two. These visuals will 
help keep the children's attention. 

Bring a twin size blanket or comforter to place on the floor for the children to sit on. This will make them 
comfortable, and feel like they are in a special setting. 

 

IDEAS FOR MEMORIZING VERSES 
• MISSING WORDS 

Read the verse together several times, then write the verse on the board. Say the verse together 
as a class, erase a word or two and say the verse again. Continue in this manner until the words 
are all erased. 

• BIBLE VERSE HANGMAN 
With short verses play the "hangman" game. After one of the kids is able to say the verse 
correctly, have everyone look it up in their own Bibles. 

• READ, MEMORIZE, AND DISCUSS 
Have the kids find the verse in their Bibles and read it several times out loud. Have them close 
their eyes and try to say the verse again. Discuss the meaning of this verse with the children. 

• SCRAMBLED 



Give each child a slip of paper with the verse scrambled. Have the kids unscramble the verse and 
rewrite it the correct way. Treats can be given to all who get it right. 
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