
Bible Study December 1, 2021 
ACTS 25 (NEW KING JAMES VERSION) 

Paul Appeals to Caesar 

1 Now when Festus had come to the province, after three days he went up from Caesarea 
to Jerusalem. 2 Then the high priest and the chief men of the Jews informed him against 
Paul; and they petitioned him, 3 asking a favor against him, that he would summon him to 
Jerusalem—while they lay in ambush along the road to kill him. 4 But Festus answered 
that Paul should be kept at Caesarea, and that he himself was 
going there shortly. 5 “Therefore,” he said, “let those who have authority among you go 
down with me and accuse this man, to see if there is any fault in him.” 

6 And when he had remained among them more than ten days, he went down to 
Caesarea. And the next day, sitting on the judgment seat, he commanded Paul to be 
brought. 7 When he had come, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood 
about and laid many serious complaints against Paul, which they could not prove, 8 while 
he answered for himself, “Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor 
against Caesar have I offended in anything at all.” 

9 But Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to 
go up to Jerusalem and there be judged before me concerning these things?” 

Although two years had passed, the Jewish leaders were still looking for a way to kill Paul. They 
told Festus about Paul and tried to convince him to hold the trial in Jerusalem (so they could 
again prepare an ambush). But God and Paul thwarted their schemes. 

10 So Paul said, “I stand at Caesar’s judgment seat, where I ought to be judged. To the 
Jews I have done no wrong, as you very well know. 11 For if I am an offender, or have 
committed anything deserving of death, I do not object to dying; but if there is nothing in 
these things of which these men accuse me, no one can deliver me to them. I appeal to 
Caesar.” 

Paul knew that he was innocent of the charges against him and could appeal to Caesar’s judgment. 
He knew his rights as a Roman citizen and as an innocent person. As a Roman, Paul had the 
opportunity to claim Rome’s protection because every Roman citizen had the right to appeal to 
Caesar. This didn’t mean that Caesar himself would hear the case, but it did mean that the citizen’s 
case would be tried by the highest courts in the empire. Festus recognized Paul’s appeal as a way 
to send him out of the country and thus pacify the Jews. Paul wanted to go to Rome to preach the 
Good News (Romans 1:10), and he knew that his appeal would give him the opportunity. To go to 
Rome as a prisoner was better than not to go there at all. 

12 Then Festus, when he had conferred with the council, answered, “You have appealed 
to Caesar? To Caesar you shall go!” 

Paul Before Agrippa 



13 And after some days King Agrippa and Bernice came to Caesarea to greet Festus.  

This was Herod Agrippa II, son of Herod Agrippa I and a descendant of Herod the Great. He was a 
young man, around 33 years old, and had power over the Temple, controlled the Temple treasury, 
and could appoint and remove the high priest. Bernice was his sister, and it was rumored that she 
was also his mistress. She had married her uncle, Herod of Chalcis, at around the age of 16. When 
he died, she joined her brother’s household. Three years later, she married King Polemo of Cilicia. 
Later, she became mistress to the emperor Vespasian’s son Titus. Here Agrippa and Bernice were 
making an official visit to Festus. Agrippa, of Jewish descent, could help clarify Paul’s case for the 
Roman governor. Agrippa and Festus were anxious to cooperate in governing their neighboring 
territories. 

14 When they had been there many days, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, 
saying: “There is a certain man left a prisoner by Felix, 15 about whom the chief priests 
and the elders of the Jews informed me, when I was in Jerusalem, asking for a judgment 
against him. 16 To them I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to deliver any 
man to destruction before the accused meets the accusers face to face, and has 
opportunity to answer for himself concerning the charge against him.’ 17 Therefore when 
they had come together, without any delay, the next day I sat on the judgment seat and 
commanded the man to be brought in. 18 When the accusers stood up, they brought no 
accusation against him of such things as I supposed, 19 but had some questions against 
him about their own religion and about a certain Jesus, who had died, whom Paul 
affirmed to be alive.  

Even though Festus knew little about Christianity, he somehow sensed that the Resurrection was 
central to Christian belief. 

20 And because I was uncertain of such questions, I asked whether he was willing to go to 
Jerusalem and there be judged concerning these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to 
be reserved for the decision of Augustus, I commanded him to be kept till I could send 
him to Caesar.” 

22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I also would like to hear the man myself.” 

“Tomorrow,” he said, “you shall hear him.” 

23 So the next day, when Agrippa and Bernice had come with great pomp, and had 
entered the auditorium with the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at 
Festus’ command Paul was brought in.  

Paul was in prison, but that didn’t stop him from making the most of his situation. Military officers and 
prominent city leaders met in the auditorium with Agrippa to hear this case. Paul saw this new 
audience as yet another opportunity to present the Good News. Look for ways to use every 
opportunity to serve God and share about him with others. Your problems may be opportunities in 
disguise. 

24 And Festus said: “King Agrippa and all the men who are here present with us, you see 
this man about whom the whole assembly of the Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem 
and here, crying out that he was not fit to live any longer. 25 But when I found that he had 



committed nothing deserving of death, and that he himself had appealed to Augustus, I 
decided to send him. 26 I have nothing certain to write to my lord concerning him. 
Therefore I have brought him out before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa, so 
that after the examination has taken place I may have something to write. 27 For it seems 
to me unreasonable to send a prisoner and not to specify the charges against him.” 

Luke does not mention in the circumstances of Paul, what the church was doing as he was on 
trial. Were they in prayer like they were with Peter when he got locked up? 

What Luke did reveal was that on a number of occasions Jesus appeared whether in a vision, in 
his spirit and a dream making him to know he was there and that he would get to Rome to testify 
and witness for Christ. 

Acts 18:9-10 (KJV) 
9 “Then the Lord spake to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid but speak, and hold 
not thy peace: 10 For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have 
much people in this city.” (While in Corinth) 

Acts 19:21 (KJV) 
21 “After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed 
through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying After I have been there, I must 
also see Rome.” (While in Ephesus) 

Acts 23:11 (KJV) 
11 “And the night following the Lord stood by Him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: For 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also in Rome.” 

Hebrews 13:5-6 (KJV)  
5 “Let your conversation be without covetousness: and be content with such things as ye 
have:  for he hath said, I will never leave thee nor forsake. 6 So that you may boldly say, 
The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me.” 

Romans 8:35-39 (KJV) 
35 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  36 As it is written, For thy sake 
we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 37 Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us. 38 For I am 
persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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